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FOREWORDS. 



At last, after many years, all the records relating to Geoffrey 
Chaucer, " the prince of English poets," so far as they are at present 
known, have been brought together within the covers of one book. 
.This result has been accomplished by the co-operation of many 
devoted inquirers. 

Some of these records were discovered long ago by William 
Godwin, some by Sir Nicholas Harris Nicolas, and were printed in 
their Lives of the poet ; but both their works left so many portions 
of Chaucer's life open to doubt and question, that endless speculations 
and controversies have been started by later investigators, each of 
whom has contributed more or less useful references in support of his 
propositions. All obligations to these writers have been acknowledged 
in the notes to this work. Most of their contributions were carefully 
gathered up and commented on by Prof. Skeat ; but he did not see 
the original texts, and although his Lif^ was published only a few 
years ago, in 1894, sundry extremely important records have been 
discovered since by more recent inquirers, and others during the 
numerous investigations which it has been necessary to make in the 
course of the present work. 

In the forefront of Chaucerian discoverers must be placed Dr. 
Fumivall, on account not only of his own extensive researches, but 
of those which his attractive example has induced others to under- 
take. Chief among these fellow-workers was the late Mr. W. D. 
Selby, under whose editorship this work was commenced about 
thirteen years ago. Mr. Selby devoted himself heart and soul to the 
task of collecting fresh materials for it, and most enthusiastic were 
the preliminary letters which he wrote on the subject in the Athmemm 
and the Aeadeiiiy, evincing the all-engrossing interest he took in 
everything relating to the poet. He even began to print the results 
of his labours, but these were untimely cut short. A good many of 
the earlier entries from the Public Eecoini Office were seen by him 
in proof, and have at length been finally prepared for press, with tlio 
insertion of records since brought to light. 



vi 1252 — 1321. The early Chancers of London^ etc. 

Considering how the public records were scattered about in 
various offices in the days of Grodwin and Nicolas, it is surprising 
that they should have discovered so much as they did. Nicolas 
anticipated that many future discoveries would be made among them, 
and his prophesy has been amply justified. Even since Selby's time, 
when the records had for some years been brought together under 
one roof, they have been rendered more and more accessible by the 
constantly flowing stream of new calendars and indexes, either in 
print or in manuscript, which are in active preparation at the Public 
Record Office. It is hoped that, with the aid of these works, the 
collection of the Life-Eecords of Chaucer is now nearly complete ; 
but there are still several unindexed classes of records which may 
yield additional particulars. 

A large proportion of the earlier entries has been derived from 
the City records in the Guildhall. One has been obtained from the 
British Museum, one from Lincoln Cathedral, one from Westminster 
Abbey, and one from the library of Lincoln College, Oxford. 
Froissart's Chronicles and Stow's Annals have furnished other items. 

EARLY CHAUCERS. 

It is necessary in the first place briefly to record the names of the 

earlier Chaucers, who may have been ancestors or collaterals of the poet, 
but whose relationship has not yet been ascertained. They all probably 
belonged to two or three families at most. Benedict le Chaucer was 
a merchant of London in 1252,^ and there was a rioter of the same 
name at Norwich in 1272. John le Chaucer, of London, occurs in 
1278, 1298, and 1302 John le Cliaucer, "called Prest of Smethe- 
feld " (son of John le Chaucer), and Katherine Lavener his wife, in 
1298 ;3 Elias le Chaucer, of London, and Agnes his wife, in 1301, 
1319, 1322, and 1335 Peter Chaucer and Isabella his wife, 
daughter and heiress of Isabella, widow of Eoger le Lorimer, citizen 
of London, in 1301 ;4 Baldwin le Chaucer, of Cordwainer Street, in 
1307 Philip le Chaucer, of London, in 1316, and, with Helewysa 
his wife, in 1321 ; ^ William le Chaucer, " dictus le Tavemer," of the 
^ Liberate Roll. 

3 P. 140 note ; Patent Roll, 80 Edw. 1. ; Hustmg Rolls. 
' Hustlng Rolls. 

* Harl. Charters, 63 H. 2 ; NicoWs Life, p. 94. The references to 
Nicolas's Life in this volume are to the reprint in Morris's edition of the poet's 
works. » Riley's Memorials, xxxiii, xxxiv. ; Prof. Skeat's Life, ix, x. 

^ Husting Rolls. 
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parish of St. Mary le Bow, in 1326 ;^ William, son of Elias before 
mentioned, in 1332, and Henry, son of Elias, in 1335 ;2 Nicholas 
le Chaucer, of Cordwainer Street, in 1356, and Henry le Chaucer, of 
the same ; ^ Henry Chaucer and Juliana his wife,^ part of whose 
garden adjoined Walbrook, in 1372 and 1373.* There were a few 
Chancers at Norwich, Colchester, and perhaps other places in 
the Eastern counties — Walter, Henry, Gerard, Bartholomew,^ 



ohat70eb's lineage. 

It would take too long to discuss at length the various derivations 
which have been suggested for the name of Chaucer. After con- 
sidering all that has been written on the subject, for my own part I 
think preference must be given to the view of Urry and Eiley, that 
it originally meant shoemaker." It was the French form of the 
Latin " calcearius," a term used in early French records for a follower 
of St, Crispin. As this Latin form was not used in England, so far 
as we know, we may infer that the Chaucers came over from 
France, perhaps in the reign of Henry III., when the name is 
first met with ; and they probably came with wines, for they traded 
here as vintners, having apparently abandoned their primitive occu- 
pation ; yet some of these vintners, including Chaucer's immediate 
ancestors, took up their abode in Cordwainer Street, London, the 
settlement of the English shoemakers or " cordubanarii." ^ 

^ Historical MSS. Reports, viii. 323. ^ Hiisting Rolls. 

3 Riley's Memorials, xxxiii, xxxiv. ; Prof. Skeat's Life^ ix, x. As to 
Nicholas Chaucer, see No. 54. 

^ It may be added that the will of Juliana, reHct of Henry le Chauncer, 
vintner, 1374, is mentioned in an ancient index to the Wills of the Archdeaconiy 
of London, but this and many other early wills in that series are not extant. 

^ AthenoBum, Jan. 29, 1881, pp. 165, 166 ; Nicolas, p. 94. 

^ See p. 250, note. **Chawcera" = shoes; Anglo-Norman (Halliwell's 
Dictionary). The Christian names of some of the early Chaucers were more 
common in Frstnce than in England, as namely, Baldwin, Benedict, Bartholomew, 
Elias, Gerard, Nicholas. The principal variations in the spelling of the surname 
are — Chaucere, Chaucers, Chaucier, Chauisier, Chauncer, Chaucy, Chause ; but 
Chaucer is much the more usual form. Several Geoffreys of similar sarnames 
are mentioned in early records. A Geoffrey Chausi, of Oxfordshire, ooGurs in 
Curia Regis Holls, 1 John (ii. 67) ; and it is remarkable that thepoet'a name is 
spelt Chaucy in a few documents. A Geoffrey le Sauser held two tenements 
in Oxford, in 1279. (Hundred Rolls, ii. 799, where the name is misprinted 
Caus* ; and in the same volume Robert le Chauf or Chauft is misprinted Chaus.) 
A Geoffrey le Chaucur (miswritten Chantur), Caukor, or Caukour (that is, the 
Caulker), and his son Henry, Burgesses of Conway, temp. Edw. I., are to be 
found several times in the Ancient Petitions. William Franoeys le Chaucer 
was witness to a deed at Lincoln, tomp. Edw. L — Addit. Charters, 19990. 
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Much speculation as to Chaucer's parentage has been indulged ia 
both before and since the time of Nicolas, who confesses his inability 
to settle the question, though he actually mentions Chaucer's parents 
without knowing it, Speght and Urry could only guess that 
Chaucer belonged to the county of Oxford, or to that of Berks, 
relying merely on the fact that Thomas Chaucer at a later period had 
various possessions there, which they supposed him to have inherited. 
Urry asserted that his father^s name was John, but gave no proof. 
Fuller conjectured that he was the son of a vintner of London, In 
modern times Mr. Walter Eye did his best to prove that Chaucer 
belonged to Lynn in i^"orfolk.^ 

This matter has been clearly elucidated, and we are able to 
go back as far as Chaucer's grandfather, Robert le Chaucer, who was 
a citizen and probably a vintner of London, and in 1308 was attorney 
to the King's Butler in the Port of London. He possessed ten acres 
of land in Edmonton, evidently in right of his wife, named Mary, but 
he sold them in 1307. From a later document it appears that he 
had a messuage in Ipswich. No doubt he had property in London, 
but there is no positive evidence of this. 

Notwithstanding his official position, Robert was accused of 
taking part with other Londoners in " certain outrages anddespites " 
which were committed upon the Gascon merchants resorting to 
London in 1310, probably with their wines,^ The King, Edward II., 
consequently sent the Keeper of his Wardrobe into the City with a 
mandate to the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Aldermen, for redress of the 
offences, and for the arrest of the offenders, including Robert, who were 
to be "produced immediately on the King's coming"; but what 
happened to them is not stated. 

Either the charge was ill-founded, or the offence was condoned, 
for only a few weeks afterwards Robert le Chaucer was appointed by 
the King to be one of the two collectors . of a custom on wines 
payable by the Gascon vintners. He died in or before 1315, leaving 
Mary, his widow, in debt, which was charged on her lands and 
chattels in the City of London and elsewhere." Mary afterwards 
married a Richard le Chaucer, citizen and vintner of London, whose 
relationship to Robert is not stated, Richard's name occurs in two 
City records of 1319 and 1325. 

* Life Becords^ III., App. I. 

^ See Stow's Survey t Vintry Ward, 
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In 1326 Richard le Chaucer and Mary his wife broxight an 
action at law against Agnes, widow of Walter de Westhale, Thomas 
Stace, Greoffrey Stace, and Lawrence, Geoffrey's man. They alleged 
that they had been in possession of the wardship of J ohn, son and 
heir of Robert le Chaucer, who was then under fourteen years of 
age ; that Robert had held a messuage in Ipswich ; that Mary was 
mother of the heir ; ^ that John had been in their custody in the 
ward of Cordwainer Street, London, for one year ; that he had been 
abducted 2 by the defendants on 3rd December, 1324, and had been 
married by them to Joan, daughter of Walter de Westhale. The 
defendants pleaded in their justification the custom of Ipswich, by 
which an heir became of full age at the end of his twelfth year. The 
trial was begun before the King at iN'orwicb, in Hilary term, 1326, 
when the parties appeared by their attorneys ; it was adjourned till 
Easter ; then till Trinity term at Westminster, then till Michaelmas 
term. Owing to the unsettled state of the Courts for some time 
before and after the " demission" of Edward IL, the trial was not 
resumed till Easter, 1327, at York, when Richard le Chaucer and 
Mary his wife appeared by their attorney, but the defendants did not 
appear; and then the Corporation of London claimed and was 
allowed jurisdiction in the matter under their new charter. The 
action was therefore adjourned to St. Martin's le Grand, where, in 
October, 1327, a jury found that the defendants had by night 
forcibly abducted John le Chaucer from the plaintiffs' custody, but 
did not marry him, and the damages were assessed at 250?. In 
Michaelmas term, at York, judgment was given accordingly, and the 
arrest of the defendants was ordered. 

Geoffrey Stace appealed against this judgment. In his appeal it 
is alleged that the damages awarded were excessive, since " the 

^ The record says she was ''next," i, e. nextof kiato John, not that she was 
" nearer in relationship to the heir . . . than the Staces,'' as inferred by Prof. 
Skeat from Mr. Rye's abstract. The actual words of the roll are, " Et predicta 
Maria propinquior est heredi ipsius Roherti, scilicet, mater ipsius heredis, et 
quondam uxor ipsius Roberti;" and the plaintiffs further alleged that the 
defendants did not deny quin ad ipsam Marlam custodia terre predicti heredis, 
tanquam ad propinquiorem etc., pertineat.*' In records the comparative 
degree is .frequently used in a superlative sense, as in the well-known term, 
"propinquior haeres," next heir. The Professor further assumed that Mary's 
maiden name was Stace, but this was based on the same misunderstanding. 

^ It is charged that the defendants **rapuerunt et abduxorunt** the heir. 
This may be compared with the later charge of "raptus" brought against 
Geoffrey. In this case the olfence was clearly a civil one. 
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tenements of the heir were worth no more than twenty shillings a 
year/' and that, as found by the jury, the heir was still unmarried, 
and residing with the plaintiffs. Stace's appeal was dismissed, and 
he himself, for his breach of the peace, was imprisoned in October, 
1329. 

From a City record' dated 1336 it appears that Eichard Chaucer 
had a brother named Simon, who was murdered by the son of a 
neighbour in the parish of St. Mary Aldermary, in the ward of 
Cordwainer Street. Several other records relate to Eichardv In 
1339 he acquired a tenement in the ward of Yin try from Thomas 
Heyron, who also was a citizen and vintaer of London. In 1340, 
after some interesting negociations between the King and the City, 
Eichard was assessed to pay lOL towards a loan of 5000?. to the 
former ; in 1341 he was appointed deputy to Eeymund Seguyn, the 
King's Butler, in the Port of London, for the purpose of collecting 
the customs on wines due from foreigners; and in 1342 Eichard 
Chaucer and another were commissioned to detain ships for the 
King's passage over sea.^ In 1344 he acquired a tenement just over 
London Bridge, in South wark, and he was appointed executor to 
John de Grantham.^ In 1346 he was assessed among citizens of 
London having goods and chattels to the value of 10?. and upwards, 
he being one of the assessors. In 1348 he obtained a release of 
rent previously due from a newly-built tenement situate at the 
corner of Kiroun Lane, in the parish of St. Michael Paternoster-church. 

By his "Will in 1349, Eichard Chaucer desired to be buried in St. 
Mary Aldermary-church, and bequeathed the tenement just mentioned, 
with a tavern, for the support of a chaplain to pray for the soul of 
Mary, his late wife, whose tomb was in the same church, and for the 
soul of her son Thomas Heyron ; and another chaplain was to be 
supported in St. Michael Paternoster-church. From this and other 
documents it is evident that Mary, the poet's grandmother, was 
married three times — first, to some one named Heyron, secondly to 
Eobert Chaucer, and thirdly to Eichard Chaucer. 

chaxjcer's father. 
That John Chaucer, the son of Eobert and Mary, was thie father 
of Geoffrey is made clear and certain by the poet's own deed, No. 

^ Additions, 1, 2, 3. 

2 He was witness to a deed in that year. — Harl. Charters, 48 E 10. 
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146, relating to his father's tenement in the parish of St. Martin's in 
the Vintry, which tenement extended from Thames Street to 
Walbrook. It would seem that the family had quitted the "ward" 
of the Shoemakers for that of the Yintners. There is also evidence 
that John was half-hrother of Thomas Heyron, citizen and vintner, 
who is first mentioned without any surname in No. 9. 

The John Chaucer mentioned in the royal letters of protection in 
1338 was no doubt Geofifrey's father, although Nicolas treats of him 
as a different person. At that date he would be about twenty-six 
years of age, and was then going abroad in the King's oAvn retinue, 
and by the King's command. It is said that he was " in attend- 
ance on the King and Queen in their expedition to Flanders 
and Cologne." How he came to attract the King's notice 
is not indicated; but here we may perceive the beginning of 
the long intimacy of the Chaucers with the royal family. It is 
noticeable that other protections were at the same time issued to 
persons in the retinue of Henry Plantagenet, or " of Lancaster," 
then recently created Earl of Derby, who was grandson of Henry 
III., and was afterwards to become Earl and Duke of Lancaster, and 
father-in-law of John of Gaunt, who succeeded to his titles and 
possessions. 

In a curious City ordinance of 1342, John Chaucer is described 
as a vintner.^ He may have been identical with the John who was 
deputy to the King's Butler in the Port of Southampton in 1348, 
and Collector of Customs in that and other ports. ^ On 7th April, 
1349, he was appointed executor to Thomas Heyron, but it is 
remarkable that he is not mentioned in his stepfather Richard's will, 
dated on the r2th of the same month, which refers to Heyron as 
being dead. These wills are dated some weeks before the outbreak 
of the Great Pestilence, which lasted from 31st May to 29th 
September. As Eichard Chaucer's will was not proved till 20th 
July, he may have died of the plague ; but John proved his half- 
brother's will as early as 4th May. There are deeds by him as 
executor, dated 13th May, 30th June, and 13th July, and his name 
occurs in other deeds of the same year. It is not at all nnlikely that 
he was the John Chausey who, on 16th July, 1349, received a 
reward for bringing to Queen Philippa, at Devizes, a black palfrey 



^ ® Additions, No. 4. I He was witness to a deed in 1344.— Close Roll. 
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from the Bishop of Salisbury, Eobert Wyvill.^ He may have absented 
himself from London at this time in order to avoid the pestilence ; and 
if so, he would no doubt take with him his wife Agnes and his young 
son Geoffrey, who may have been presented to the Queen on this 
occasion. 

On 11th November, 1349, he obtained a release from Nigel de 
Hackney of tenements and rents in London and Middlesex, formerly 
of Hamo de Copton, who in John's deed of 1354 is described as 
uncle of his wife Agnes, she being Hamo's heir; and in a deed of 

1366 Hamo is described as citizen and moneyer of London. It is 
probable that John and Agnes were married long before the deed of 
1349, and that Agnes was the mother of Geoffrey. The property 
she inherited from her uncle was a brewhouse in the parish of St. 
Botulph without Aldgate, and some rents in that parish. 

The seals to the deeds of John and Agnes in 1354, 1363, and 
1366, show that they both bore arms; but John's arms are quite 
different from those attributed to his son Geoffrey, and to his 
reputed grandson Thomas Chaucer.^ Fuller's " merry jokes " on the 
subject of the poet's arms are therefore quite beside the mark.^ 

In 1363 and 1365 John and Agnes conveyed by fines land in 
Stepney, and land and shops outside Aldgate, to John de Stodey, 
also a vintner, who is mentioned in several of the Chaucer deeds. 
These possessions seem to have belonged to Agnes. In 1366 Jo^n 
and Agnes granted rents in St. Botulph's to William atte Hale, 
taverner, and Agnes his wife.^ 

John Chaucer died in 1366 or 1367. His widow Agnes married 
Bartholomew atte Chapel, citizen and vintner of London, and in 

1367 they executed some deeds of release. To several of the 
deeds between 1354 and 1367 Thomas de Caxton was a witness. 
The will of a Nicholas Chaucer, citizen and pepperer, probably a 
relative of John, is noted under 1369, 

Here we have a considerable body of evidence as to Geoffrey 

^ Page 151, note. 

^ For these arms, see Nos. 31, 38, 41, 28 J) ; and for remarts on them, see 
Nicolas, pp. 42, 43, 45 ; Prof. Skeat, pp. xlvi, xlvii, 1. 

3 Church History, p. 162, referred to by Urry ; ii. 383, in Prof. Brewer's 
edition. 

* An ordinance was made in 1368 that sweet wines should be sold at only 
three taverns in the City and suburbs, viz., in Chepe, Walbroke, and Lumbard- 
strete. The second may have been John Chaucer's. —Close Roll, 39 Edw. III., 
m, 26. As to John Stodey, see Stow's Survey, 
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Chaucer's lineage. . It is now certain that both his father and grand- 
father were citizens and vintners of London, and that they and 
others of the family lived first in|Cordwainer Street, and afterwards 
in the Vintry. Thus we know that Geoffrey was a Londoner born 
and bred. Both his father and his mother inherited sundry 
properties, situate in Ipswich, Stepney, and London. What became of 
the Ipswich tenement is not stated, but most of the other properties 
appear to have been sold by John and Agnes ; so it is probable that 
Geoffrey did not inherit much real estate. No doubt his parents saw 
that he was a lad of great promise, and gave him the best education 
they could, intending him for the life of a courtier rather than for 
that of a City merchant. 

OHAUCBB AT COURT. 

Nothing has been found which throws any further light on the 

date of the poet's birth since Prof. Skeat's exhaustive remarks on the 
subject, but it will be useful to note that the Professor follows Dr. 
E. A. Eond^ in fixing the date as being about the year 1340. Prof. 
Lounsbury, however, in his Studies in Chaucer, would assign it to 
the year 1335, or even earlier; but this would not agree with 
Chaucer's own statement that he was ''forty years old and more" in 
1386. The old birthdate of 1328, based on a statement by Speght, 
has been quite discarded.^ 

The early boyhood of Chaucer has been felicitously pictured by 
Dr, FumivaU, when he would no doubt be living " at his father's 
wine-shop or tavern in narrow Thames Street." ^ His father, how- 
ever, probably had some interest at Court, and would contrive to 
secure a post there for his son as soon as he was old enough. Urry, 
quoting Leland, says that Chaucer spent part of his younger days in 
France, Holland, and other countries. Nothing has been found to 
corroborate this, or Speght's story about Chaucer having been a 
student of the Inner Temple, and beaten a Franciscan friar in Fleet 
Street.^ 

The first positive references to Chaucer occur in two fragmentary 
leaves of a household account of Elizabeth, Countess of Ulster, wife 
of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward IIL, discovered 



1 Life-Recorda, III. 102. 
^ Idfe-BecordSf II. viii. 



Nicolas, p. 42. 
* Nicolas, p. 5. 



xiv 1357-9, Chaucer a Page to the Wife of Prince Lionel 

some years ago by Dr. Bond, and edited by him for the Chaucer 
Society. As a member of her household Geoffrey received a 
paltok/' or cloak, costing 45., of his Lady's gift, at London, on 
4th April, 1357 ; a pair of red and black [breeches],^ and a'pair of 
shoes, together costing 3s. , on the same day ; a payment of two 
shillings at London, on 20th May following ; and a payment of 
2s. M. at London, on 20th December, apparently in the same year, 
**for necessaries against the feast of the Nativity" (Christmas). 
The same fragments contain several entries of payments to one 
Philippa Pan', supposed to mean Panetaria, or Lady of the Pantry ,2 
and to a page who accompanied her from PuUesdon to Hatfield in 
December, 1357, for various articles of dress ; and it has been 
suggested that she may possibly be identical with the Philippa who 
afterwards became Chaucer's wife, and who is first mentioned in 
1366. 

The importance of these entries, and of others in the same 
account, as illustrating Chaucer's early life in 1357, 1358, and 
1359, is dwelt on at length by Dr. Bond,^ and his results have been 
pithily summarised by Prof. Hales, as follows : " We may catch 
glimpses of Chaucer in London, at Windsor, at * the feast of St. 
George held there with great pomp in connexion with the newly 
founded Order of the Garter,' again in London, then at Woodstock 
at the celebration of the feast of Pentecost, at Doncaster, at Hatfield 
in Yorkshire, where he spends Christmas, again at Windsor, in 
Anglesey (August, 1358), at Liverpool, at the funeral of Queen 
Isabella at the Grey Friars Church, London (27th November, 1358), 
at Heading, again in London visiting the lions in the Tower."* There 
is no actual proof that Chaucer stayed at all these places, but as the 
Countess did so, the probability is that he was in attendance on her. 

Prof. Lounsbury considers that Chaucer must have made a stay 
of many months at Hatfield, where he would become acquainted with 
the Northern idioms, the presence of which in the translation of the 

1 The word is illegible ; and the sum paid seems to be too small for the 
article suggested by Dr. Bond. 

2 A Bette Panet', or Betty of the Pantry, is also to be found in Dr. Bond's 
edition, Life-Eecords, III. 112. Richard del Pattetrie, one of the King's 
servants, occurs in the Wardrobe Accounts of 37-38 Edw. III. There was a 
Clerk of the Pantry in the household of Henry, Earl of Derby, in 20-21 Ric. II. 
Geoffrey le Paneter is mentioned among the Ancient Petitions of an earlier date. 

3 Life-Records, III. 97—104. 

* 2Hcti(mary of NatioTial Biography, vol. 10, p. 156. 
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'*Eomaunt of the Eose" has been regarded as fatal to Chaucer's 
alleged authorship of some portion of that translation. 

CHAUOER TAKEN PRISONER IN FRANCE. 

Towards the end of the following year, 1359, Chaucer was 
engaged in the war in France, and was taken prisoner by the French, 
as we learn from his deposition in the Scrope and Grosvenor con- 
troversy (1^0. 193); in which he further states that he was first 
armed" as an Esquire in this campaign of 1359-60, when he saw 
Sir Henry and Sir Eichard Scrope before the town of Eetters 
(Eethel, near Eheims), and during all that " voyage," until his own 
capture. 

The Eoyal Wardrobe Accounts of that date contain entries of 
payments to several persons who had been taken prisoners by ** tlie 
enemies of France," in aid of their "ransom." Among others 
Chaucer received 16^. of the King's gift on 1st March, 1360, and 
George, a yeoman of the Countess of Ulster, received lOZ. ; but 
the two names do not occur together, and it does not appear that 
Chaucer was at this time in the Countess's service. Prof. Skeat, 
however, considers that he was serving in Duke Lionel's retinue, 
which may well be, for even in 1361 Chaucer is not named in the 
Eoyal Wardrobe Accounts among the members of the King's House- 
hold. The Countess died in 1362, and some years after, in 1368, 
the Prince went with a large retinue to Milan to marry his second 
wife ; but Chaucer did not accompany him on that occasion, as has 
been alleged, for the records here printed show that he was then in 
the King's Household, and remained in England. 

Chaucer's wife philippa. 

Of Chaucer's life between 1360 and 1366 we have absolutely no 
information, but it seems quite certain that he was in the King's 
service during the greater part of that period, as he received an 
annuity from the King at the end of it. In the latter year we find 
him apparently married to a Lady of the Court named Philippa, but 
for some years following, down to 1374, she is so persistently 
named ** Philippa Chaucer," without any reference to her husband, 
that it might almost be imagined that her maiden name was 
Chaucer, and that the marriage did not really take place till later. 
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Eightly to comprehend Chaucer's relations at Court, it is first of 
all needful to ascertain who his wife really was. According to 
Speght, who did not know her Christian name, she was sister of 
Katharine de Swynford, who was wife first of Sir Hugh ^ de Swynford, 
and, after his death in 1372, the mistress, and in 1396 the wife of 
John of Gaunt. She was also governess to the Duke's two daughters, 
Philippa and Elizabeth. He further alleges that Katherine 
and the poet's wife were daughters of one Sir Payne Roet, whose 
tomb, according to Weever and Dugdale, was in St. PauFs. The 
inscription thereon is said to have stated that Eoet was Guienne 
King of Arms in the reign of Edward III, ; and this seems to be all 
that is known of him.^ 

That Philippa was a sister of Katherine may also be inferred from 
the letter of Bishop Beaufort, son of John of Gaunt, who calls 
Thomas Chaucer his cousin (No. 286). This is an important piece 
of evidence, as yet unnoticed by biographers ; but this view of 
it does not remove Nicolas's objection that Katherine appears to have 
been sole heiress of a De Eoet or Eoelt, of Hainault,^ and that there- 
fore Philippa could not have been her sister, assuming that the 
latter was mother of Thomas, who laid no claim to the inheritance, 
as Sir Thomas Swynford, Katherine's son, did. Nicolas further 
remarks that it is singular, if Chaucer was the brother-in-law of John 
of Gaunt, as he was if this view is correct, that he should not have 
attained a higher station in society," and that neither Geoffrey nor 
Thomas is mentioned in the Duke's will, nor in any of the printed 
wills of the Beaufort family. 

WAS PHILIPPA A ROET OR A SWYNFORD? 

These objections might be surmounted by supposing Philippa to 

* Nicolas says "Thomas (p. 113) ; but see Sir Hugh's Inquisition. 

2 In the Academy t Jan. 30, 1886, p. 78, Mr. Rye wrote as follows : The very 
existence of this knight has been doubted ; and considering Chaucer's con- 
nexion with the wine-trade, it is much more likely she (Philippa) was related 
to Kicholas Rote, a Bordeaux merchant, who was a trier of wine at London in 
1377, and John Rote, an alderman of London in 1387 (Riley's Memorials of 
London Life, pp. 409, 490, 504)." This, however, has not been made out. 
Simon Rote, citizen and skinner of London, 13 Edw. III., Arnold, son of 
Simon and Isabella Rote, 18 Edw. III., John Rote, of London, 39 Edw. III., 
and Thomas Rote, of Surrey, 50 Edw. III., occur on the Close Rolls. John Rote 
and Joan his wife oecur in the Essex Fines, 22 Ric. II. 

2 Nicolas, pp. 50, 108 ; quoting Patent Roll, 13 Hen. IV., p. 1, m. 35 ; 
Rymer, viii. 104. This patent is printed and translated in Bentley's Excerpta 
Historica, pp, 157, 158, in a long article on the Swynford family. It does not 
positively state that Katherine was an heiress, but this must be inferred. 
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have been, not sister, but sister-in-law to Katharine Roet; that is to 
say, sister to Sir Hugh de Swynford, Katberine's first husband. In 
support of this view may be alleged (1) the obviously close relation- 
ship between the Chancers and the Swynfords ; (2) the fact that 
Philippa appears to have belonged to Lincolnshire, the home of the 
Swynfords, while Katherine apparently did not; and (3) that a 
branch of the Swynford family was settled in London, with whom 
the Chancers may have been acquainted. 

As to the first point, there are the documents relating to 
Elizabeth Chaucer and Margaret S wy nford,^ who were both Nuns in 
the Abbey of Barking. The former is supposed to have been a sister 
of Geoffrey Chaucer, and was at first nominated to the Priory of 
St. Helen's, London, in 1377, on the very same day when Margaret 
Swynford was ordered to be admitted into Barking Abbey ; and in 
1381 Elizabeth was admitted a Kun in the same Abbey, on which 
occasion John of Gaunt paid the large sum of 51Z. 85. 2d, in expenses 
and gifts. If there were two Elizabeths, the argument remains 
unaffected. Again, Sir Thomas Swynford was admitted into the 
fraternity of Lincoln Cathedral at the same time as Philippa, but 
Katherine, his mother, was not.^ 

As to the second point, there is no proof that Katherine Eoet 
belonged to Lincolnshire before she married Sir Hugh Swynford, 
who had lands in that county, or for some time after his death. 
Towards the end of her life, however, she resided at Lincoln, where 
she was married to John of Gaunt in 1396, and she was buried in 
Lincoln Cathedral in 1403.^ On the other hand, the Swynfords wero 
landowners in Lincolnshire, as well as in Huntingdonshire and 
Northamptonshire. In 1341 Margaret, widow of Thomas de Swynford, 
and in 1343 John de Swynford, her son and heir, died seised of lands 

^ No. 144, and Additions, Nos. 6, 7. 

2 No. 186. The grant fo Chaucer of the office of Controller of the Customs 
(No. 107) is immediately preceded by a ratification of the estate of Katherine 
de Swynford in certain manors which she held by grant of John of Gaunt ; but 
this may be referable to her connexion with Philippa rather than Geoffrey. Sir 
Thomas Swynford and Thomas Chaucer, Esquire, were feoffees with others of 
John Stodele, of lands in co. Huntingdon, in 1404. (Ancient Deeds, B. 3199.) 
In 1404, an Elizabeth de Swynford was elected Prioress of Catesby, in North- 
amptonshire, where she was still living in the reign of Henry V., but that may 
not have been her original name, as the religious usually dropped their own 
names, and took those of the places from wh'^nce they came. (Dugdale, lY, 
636, referring to ''Reg. Beaufort." Ancient Deeds, vol. III., D. 1038.) 

* Diclioimry of National JSiographt/, 

LIPE-BBCOBDS, I. h 
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in Nocton and Dunston, just outside the city of Lincoln.^ An 
Edmund and a Norman do Swynford, who possessed lands in Lincoln- 
shire, are mentioned ah out the same tinie.^ In 1361 Sir Thomas de 
Swynford was succeeded in various Lincolnshire properties by Hugh, 
his son and heir, then aged 21 years. In 1372 Sir Hugh Swynford 
died seised of the same, leaving Katherine his widow, and Thomas his 
son and heir, aged four years.^ This last was the Sir Thomas before 
mentioned, who was contemporary with Thomas Chaucer. He died 
in 1432, leaving another Sir Thomas, his son and heir, aged 
26. His widow, Margery, was wife of Sir John Darcy in 1441.^ 

As to the third point, it may be a question whether Geoffrey 
met Philippa at Court, or made her acquaintance through the 
Swynfords of London, In the Husting Deeds we meet with Kichard 
de Swynford, citizen and woolmonger, and Agnes his wife, holding 
property in Marte Lane in 1345 ; and Eichard again occurs in 1348, 
when he had property in All Hallows Barking. His will was 
proved in the Husting in 1352-3. He had four brothers and 
sisters, not named, and two daughters. His daughter Margery, or 
Margaret, is mentioned in 1371, 1375, and 1397, as the wife of 
Bichard Turk^ senior, fishmonger, and as having property in All 
Hallows Barking.^ But it is clear that the Nun Margaret was not 
the daughter of Eichard Swynford of the same name \ more probably 
she was a relative of Sir Hugh Swynford, and if so, of Philippa. 

This is all that could be discovered in favour of this view of the 
matter after considerable searches \ and of course, if Philippa w6re 
not an heiress we should expect to find little or nothing about her, 
as the records do not generally mention daughters where there werei 
sons. But whether Philippa was a Eoet or a Swynford,^ Chaucer 
would and did, through her, increase his interest at the courts of 
Edward III. and Eichard IL, and at that of John of Gaunt, though 
he did not actually become related by marriage to the great King- 
Duke till within a few years of his death. If Philippa was not a 

^ Inquisitiones post mortem. 

« Coram Rege Rolls, Hilary, 14 Edw. IIL, m. 3d., and Hilary, 26 Edw. 
HI., m. 6 (Plantagenet Harrison's Collections). Feet of Fines, Divers 
Counties, 19 and 20 Edw. IIL 

3 Coram Rege Roll, Trinity, 19 Hen. VI., m. 91, 400 d. 

^ From Dr. Sharpe's Calendars. 

^ Burke states that one branch of the Swynford family bore the same arms 
as the Roets, viz. three Katherine wheels. But these Swynfords' may have 
been descendants of Katherine. 
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Swynford, but a Roet, we must then conclude that the two sisters 
and co-heiresses had lauds only in France, and none in England, and 
that they may have been born in France. These suggestions will 
have to be re-considered further on in the light of what may prove to 
be a most important piece of new evidence. 

CHAUOBB AND HIS WIFBs's ANNUITIES FROM THE KING. 

By a patent of 12th September, 1366, Philippa Chaucer, as one 
of the " Domicellse " of Queen Philippa, obtained an annuity of ten 
marks from the King, in recognition of her " good service to the 
Queen. The payment was to continue for her life, or until the King 
should make other provision " for her estate." She is not described 
as the wife of OeofiTrey, and such an omission in a formal patent 
is truly remarkable. The Issue Bolls of the Exchequer show 
that this annuity was paid, with some irregularities, from June, 1367, 
to June, 1387. It is difl^cult to find a precise translation for 
Domicella," though in the French records of the time its equivalent 
is " Damoiselle." ^ Devon freely renders it " Maid of Honour " ; 
and it is also translated by Bentley as ' * Lady in Waiting. Probably 
Philippa had only recently been married to Geoffrey, but the terms 
of the grant indicate that she had been for some years previous in 
the Queen's service. 

By a similar patent, on 20th June, 1367, the King granted an 
^annuity of twenty marks to his " beloved Yeoman " Geoffrey Chaucer, 
in consideration of his good service, and with the same limitation as 
in Philippa^s grant. This likewise implies that Geoffrey had been 
in the King's service for some years. The payments by the Exchequer 
of his annuity begin in !N'ovember, 1367, and continue, also with 
some irregularities, down to February, 1389. 

CHAUCER AS THE KING's ESQUIRE. 

Although Geoffrey was only a Yeoman" in the King's 
Chamber, his proper rank was an " Esquire," as we have already 
seen ; but this station was not really a lower one j young men of 
higher degree than an esquire were happy to obtain such an 
introduction to the King's presence. However, it was not long 
before Geoffrey was promoted to be an Esquire in the King's House- 
^ This does not imply that she was unmarried. — Nicolas, p. 111. 
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hold. The duties of such Esquires and Yeomen are fully set 
out in Dr. Fumivairs edition of the Household Ordinances of 
Edward IL^ 

It may once for all be remarked here that this and other rewards 
given to Chaucer from time to time for his good service " do not 
appear to include in that term any consideration for his poetical 
talents. The following remark by Devon clearly therefore does not 
apply to him :" From the most early times the Kings of England 
have always had a dependant called the King's Poet, or the King's 
Versiflcator" ^ 

In an undated " EoU of the Lords, and other persons of the 
Household" of Edward IIL, which has been assigned both by 
Nicolas and Selby to 1368, Philippa Chaucer is named among the 
" Damoiselles," and Geoffrey Chaucer among the "Esquires." In 
March, 1369, there is an order to the Wardrobe-keeper for the 
delivery of robes with furs to Philippa, as a " Damoiselle," due at 
the Christmas previous ; and according to the roll of the Controller, 
Geoffrey, as one of the " Esquires and servants of the Household," 
received 205. at Whitsuntide for his summer robes. In September 
there is a warrant to the Wardrobe-Keeper for a certain quantity of 
black cloth to be delivered to each of them, "against" the funoral 
of Queen Philippa, at Windsor. The warrant mentions Philippa 
Chaucer along with Alice Ferrers and others, but without any 
description; Blanche Swynford among the " Damoiselles " of "the 
two daughters of Lancaster/' ; and Geoffrey among the Esquires of 
lesser degree." On 7th November Philippa's pension was paid to 
her by the hands of John de Hermesthorp. 

In the same year, 1369, '*at the beginning of the war" with 
France, advances of money were made to " divers men of the King's 
household," for "their wages and expenses at divers times," by Henry 
de Wakefeld, Keeper of the King's Wardrobe. Among them 
Geoffrey received the sum of 10?., for which he was to account, 
but a few years afterwards he was excused from doing so by the 
King's writ.^ The Keeper also paid to John of Gaunt and many 

1 Life-Records, II. 18, 19. See also Edward IV. 's Ordinances, pubhshed by 
the Society of Antiquaries, 1790. 

^ Devon's Issioe Itolls, 44 Edw. III., p. xxix. He gives, however, only one 
instance from the rolls of 41 Henry IIL, that of Master Henry de Abrinces (qu, 
de Abrincis = d'Avranches), the Versifier, who received six pence a day. 

3 Nos. 74, 77. 
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noblemen, bannerets, knights, esquires, and others, their wages of 
war." 1 

In the Exchequer rolls Chaucer continues to be called "the 
King's Yeoman," or "Yeoman of the King^s Household," down 
to December, 1371 j but this was evidently a quotation from 
the original grant of the annuity.^ In June, 1372, and long aftei^ 
wards, they gave him his proper title, " the King's Esquire " ; yet in 
November, 1372, I^Tovember, 1373, and May, 1376, they relapse to 
" Yeoman " simply. 

PHILIPPa's annuity from JOHN OF GAUNT. 

On 25th April, 1370, Chaucer's pension was paid to him by the 
hands of Walter Walssh. In June he was going abroad in the 
King's service, and had royal letters of protection. At this time 
Edward III. was making his last campaign in Erance, but we learn 
nothing about Chaucer's share in it. He did not take his second 
half-yearly payment till 28th Kovember. Philippa's pension, due at 
Easter, was not paid that term, nor for many subsequent terms. In 
August, 1372, a pension of 10^. a year was granted to her by John of 
Gaunt, in consideration of her service to his late consort, Queen 
Blanche, who had died in 1369. In the grant she is describe4,by the 
Duke as "nostre bien ame Damoysele Philippe Chause," without toy 
indication that she was Geoifrey's wife, 

Chaucer's mission to italy. 
In November, 1372, Geoffrey was commissioned with two others 
to treat with the Doge and citizens of Genoa for the establishment 
of a market in some place on the English coast where the Genoese 
merchants might resort with their goods. On 1st December, at bis 
departure from Lqndon, he received 66?, 13s. id. from the Exchequer, 
on account of his expenses, and on 23rd March, 1373, 33?. from Sir 
Jaques de Provan,® one of his fellow Commissioners ; and we have 
his account of receipts and expenditure during his " voyage '^ down 
to 23rd May, 1373, when he returned to London, showing that h© 
had both men and horses in his train, and that there was a balance 
due to him of 25Z. 65. M. 

He states in his account that he went to Florence as well as to 
1 P. 176. 2 gee Di-, Furnivairs remarks, Life-Records, II. xii. 

The name is clearly wi'itten Pronan lu No., 72, where the. n's and u*s are 
ditiereutly shaped. 
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Genoa ; and Prof. Skeat considers that he must also have visited 
Petrarch, "who resided chiefly at Arquk, within easy reach of 
Padua, in 1370-4/* The Clerkes Tale refers to Petrarch's being at 
Padua itself, and it seems to he the fact that war drove him into that 
city in the winter of 1372-3, and that he stayed there till the 
autumn of 1373.^ Hence Chancer must have been personally 
acquainted with the fact of Petrarch's residence in Padua, and it can 
hardly he doubted that he visited his great Italian contemporary on 
this occasion,^ 

After Chaucer's return he received an allowance of 40s. for his 
winter and summer robes, as one of the "Esquires of the King's 
Chamber " ; but the balance of his travelling expenses was not paid 
him till 4th January, 1374, although the warrant for their payment, 
itself tardy, was issued on 11th H'ovember previous. While he was 
absent in Italy, Philippa, among other ladies, received a new year's 
gift from John of Gaunt, consisting of " a buttoner and six silver- 
gilt buttons." 

A WINE-GRANT TO CHAUCER. 

On 23rd April, 1374, being St. George's Day, at Windsor, the 
King granted to Chaucer a pitcher of wine daily, which he was to 
receive from the King's Butler or his deputy, in the Port of London. 
Thus Chaucer renewed his acquaintance with the City, from which 
he had been absent probably for at least seventeen years, with the 
exception of the occasions when his lady the Countess Elizabeth, 
or his Eoyal master were in or near the City ; but he may not have 
been bound to receive the wine in person, certainly not every day. 

It seems, however, to have been understood that he was 
likely to settle in London, for on 10th May, 1374, he took 
a lease from the Corporation of ''all the mansion above (or 
dwelling over) the gate of Aldgate," with the "houses" built 
thereupon — outhouses no doubt being meant — and with a cellar 
under the gate on the east side. He was to hold these premises 
for the term of his life, and he covenanted to keep them in 

^ See Dr. Jusserand's article in the Nineteenth Cerdury, June, 1896. — F. J. F, 
2 Prof. Lounsbury has expressed his doubts about this supposed meeting ; 
and further arguments against it have been stated by Mr. F. J. Mather in 
Modffm Language NoteSf vols, xi, xii, 1896-7, in two papers on Chaucer's 
"First Italian Journey," where he has printed Chaucer's Account in full; 
but Dr. Jusserand's article seems to be more concluslTe. 
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good repair, power being reserved to the City Chamberlain to view 
them at any time, and to require any needful repairs to be made. 
Chaucer was not at liberty to underlet, and the Commonalty under- 
took not to make any prison there, but reserved liberty to dispose of 
the buildings, if necessary, for the defence of the City. ITie fact of 
his taking this lease tends to show that he had not retained any 
property in the City, even if he had inherited any from his parents. 

CUAUCGR AT THE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

Soon after, on 8th June, Chaucer obtained another patent from 
the King, appointing him Controller of the Custom and Subsidy of 
wools, hides, and wool-fells in the Port of London during the King's 
pleasure, on condition that he should write his rolls touching the 
said office" with his own hand, and personally dwell there" and 
perform the duties, without any " substitute " ; and the " other part 
of the coket seal " was to I'emain in his custody. The obligation of 
personal attendance appears to have been usual in patents of this 
kind. 

In the copy of this patent enrolled in the Exchequer there are 
additional clauses appointing him also Controller of the Petty 
Custom of wines, cloths, and other merchandise in the same port ; 
but these could hardly have taken effect, since they are not on the 
Patent Roll, and later documents do not describe him by this further 
title, until he finally obtained it in 13S2. 

Tlie enrolled accounts of the two Collectors of Customs and 
Subsidies in the Port of London are numerous and lengthy, but only 
the portions relating to Chaucer or matters concerning him have been 
extracted. These accounts were made under the survey, as we should 
say, or " by the view' and testimony," as the records have it, 
of Chaucer as Controller, and show payments to him at the rate 
of 10?. a year. It is stated that the jurisdiction of these officers 
extended from London to Gravesend and Tilbury. A custom-house 
was hired at the rent of 60s, a year for gathering the customs 
and "for doing other things necessary therein," and there it was that 
Chaucer would attend to oversee the receipts and payments- A 
single " boatman'* was thought to be sufficient " to keep the Water 
of Thames," or, in other words, to see that goods were not landed 
anywhere in the port without paying the dues. 
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The Collectors were mostly famous citizens of tlie period. 
In 1374 they were John de Bernes and Nicholas de Brembre; 
in 1375, Brembre and William de Walworth; in 1376, John Warde 
and Eobert Girdelere ; in 1377, Warde and Richard j^orthbury ; 
from 1378 to 1386, Brembre again and John Philipot, who were both 
knighted ; and from 1384 to 1386, Brembre and John Organ. 

Although the Customs' accounts are described as being the 
Collectors', it is 'probable that they were really kept by Chaucer. 
The enrolled ^accounts are of course merely copies of accounts sent 
into the Exchequer, but there are two original accounts during 
Chaucer's term of office which may possibly be in his own handwriting, 
but this is hardly likely. The headings of these accounts are by 
different hands from those of the bodies of them, and the first of 
the two headings was evidently written by some one unaccustomed to 
the work, and here we may have a specimen of Chaucer's penman- 
ship. If so, it would follow that he did not observe one of 
the terms of his appointment, that he should keep the accounts in 
his own hand, unless his first drafts were so roughly written as 
to require a fair copy for presentation at the Exchequer. However, 
having taken a house at Aldgate, he no doubt attended personally to 
the duties of his office, as he was required to do.^ 



HIS ANNUITY FROM JOHN OP GAUNT. 

On 12th June, 1374, in the Court of Exchequer, Chaucer took his 
oath as Controller; and the very next day, at tlio Savoy, he received 
a grant from Duke John of Gaunt of an annuity of lOZ. for life, as a 
reward for his own good services to the Duke, and for those of 
Philippa his wife to the late Queen Philippa and to the Duke's 
consort, Queen Blanche. The Duchy of Lancaster Registers contain 
several later warrants for the payment of this annuity. Nicolas 
supposed that it was granted in lieu or commutation of the 
Duke's pension to Philippa ; but this was not so, for her pension 
continued to be paid. 

It is noteworthy that the Duke's patent of 12th June, 1374, is 
the first document which mentions Philippa as wife of Geoffrey ; 
and that just as she was the first of the two to obtain a pension from 

^ Prof. Hales gives a sketch of Chaucer's daily life at this time in the 
Some Counties Magazine^ ii. 253-269. 
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the King, so in like manner her pension from the Duke was granted 
some years before her husband's. From this it may be gathered that 
Geoffrey owed much to his wife's influence, and that she was of 
higher standing than he in the Eoyal and Ducal households. 

They were now in receipt of a considerable income. Geoffrey 
was receiving 6s. 8(i. yearly from the King, a pitcher of wine 
daily (of about the same value), lOZ. from the ControUership, 
as appears in the later accounts, and lOZ. from the Duke, while his 
wife's two pensions amounted to 16?. 13s. ^d, ) in all, 63?. 6s. 8c?., or 
more than 1000?, a year of our money. 

Philippa's annuity from the King was paid to the hands of her 
husband on 6th July, 1374, 24th January and 20th October, 1375, 
31st May and 27th i^'ovember, 1376. After this last date it does 
not appear to have been paid for two years and a half, nor is she 
mentioned in John of Gaunt's accounts at Easter, 1377. Few of 
the Duke's accounts have been preserved, and so we are not able to 
trace the payments of his pensions to Geoffrey and Philippa from 
time to time. 

OTHER GRANTS TO CHAUCER. 

Several of the new facts in the life of Chaucer here recorded 
relate to the county of Kent, with which, Prof. Skeat could only 
say, " he would seem to have had some connexion." ^ The grant to 
Chaucer on 8th ^"ovember, 1375, of the custody or wardship of the 
lands and heir of Edmund Staplegate, a merchant of London, ^ led 
me to inspect the Inquisition taken on his death, from which 
it appears that Staplegate was lord of the manor of Eilsington ^ in 
that county, which he held by the service of rendering three cups of 
maple at the King's Coronation ; and that he held messuages and 
lands in Canterbury and its suburb, in gavelkind, to which last 
Staplegate's three sons were joint heirs ; but Chaucer would have the 
wardship only of the eldest son, Edmund, in respect of the manor. 
This Edmund is said to have been 18J years of age in 1372 ; which 
must be erroneous, as he would thus be 22 years old at the date of the 
grant to Chaucer, It is likely that Chaucer made several journeys 
to Canterbury on this business j and Edmund Staplegate, junior, in 
his claim to exercise the ofl&ce of Butler at Eichard IJ.'s Coronation, 

^ Life, p. XXXV. 2 See p. 169. 

3 Heaociuircd it iu 32 Edw. III. (1368).— ad qmd damnum. 
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in opposition to the claim of the Earl of Arundel, alleges that he 
paid Chaucer 104Z. for his wardship and marriage hut he did 
not succeed in his claim, which was tried before the Duke of 
Lancaster at the White Hall, on 9th July, 1377. 

Very shortly after, on 28th December, 1375, Chaucer had the 
grant of another Kentish wardship, namely, of the heir of John de 
Solys, who had some rents in Soles, in the parish of JSTonington ; but 
how much he received from this source is not known. 

In the next year, 1376, Chaucer had a grant of the large sum of 
71?. 4s. 6cZ., being the price of wool exported by one John Kent 
of London without licence, and without paying custom. The three 
grants last mentioned may have brought him a sum equal in 
our present currency to about four thousand pounds. 

Chaucer's missions to flanders and prance. 

Towards the close of the same year he was appointed by the 
King's command to go, whither not stated, in the retinue of Sir John 
de Burley, " on the King's secret affairs, with which he (Sir John) 
was charged by the Lord the King himself." Chaucer received a 
payment of 6Z. 13s. 4cd, on account, and Sir John had double that 
amount, for their " wages," but no particulars of their journey have 
been discovered. ^ 

On 12th February, 1377, letters of protection were issued to 
Chaucer, he being about to go abroad in the King's service, and they 
were to be valid till Michaelmas. From the Exchequer rolls it 
appears that Sir Thomas de Percy and Chaucer were sent to Flanders 
**on the King's secret affairs" — Percy receiving 33^.. 6s. 8«2., and 
Chaucer lOZ,, on account of their expenses. Shortly after John 
Gilbert, Bishop of Hereford, Lord Cobham, and two others were sent 
to Flanders " to treat of peace between the Lord the King and his 
adversary of France." What connexion there was between these two 
missions does not appear, but Chaucer was not included in the royal 
commission of 20th February.^ Froissart, however, names him and 
two others. Sir Guichard d' Angle and Sir Richard Sturry,* as 

^ Speght says this payment was recorded in the Exchequer. 

® Neither of them rendered any account of their receipts and expenses, 
apparently. There is an account by Burley relating to his mission to Calais, 
jljAug.— 5 Sept. 49 Edw. IIL, 1375, in the Foreign Accounts, 51 Edw. 

^ Abstracts of this and the later commissions are given on p. 204. 
^ He had been a fellow-imsoner with Chaucer in 1359-60 (p. 154). 
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the English commissioners, though none of them are mentioned in 
the commission. Chaucer's account of his receipts and expenses 
during this mission state that he quitted London on 17th February, 
and that he really went to Paris and Montreuil, returning to London 
on 2dth March, after an absence of thirty-seven days. He does not 
mention having had any attendants on this occasion ; probably they 
were included in Percy's account. On 1 1th April the King gave him 
a reward of 20Z. for going on " divers voyages " to foreign parts in 
the King's service ; which seems to allude partly to his previous 
mission with Burley. On 28th April Chaucer had a fresh 
protection, which was to be valid till 1st August ; and his account 
further shows that he was employed on another mission to France 
" between 30th April and 26th June, for fourteen days,*' being 
attended by "men and horses." His " wages " during both these 
missions were 13*. 4c?. a day, with an extra allowance of 20s. for 
the passage and repassage of the sea on the second occasion. 

This second expedition was coincident with the second royal 
commission to treat of peace, directed to the Bishops of St. David's 
and Hereford and others ; but here again Chaucer is not named, and 
Froissart says nothing about Chaucer being present during the 
renewed negociations* Stow, however, in his Annals^ asserts that in 
April Chaucer was "sent into France to treat a peace" along with 
the two Bishops. But the commissioners, according to Froissart, 
could not even agree upon a meeting-place between Montreuil and 
Calais ; so the truce was prolonged for only a brief period, and the 
war broke out again. 

Nicolas notes that "in June, 1377, the poet being then on his 
mission in France, Philippa's annuity was paid to her by the hands 
of Sir Boger de Trumping ton, whose wife, Lady Blanche de 
Trumpington, was, like herself, in the service of the Duchess of 
Lancaster." i 

GRANTS BY RICHARD II. TO CHAUCER. 

On the first day of his reign, 22nd June, 1377, King Eichard II. 
confirmed Chaucer in his office of Controller of the Custom and 
Subsidy of wools, hides, and wool-fells in the Port of London, under 
the same conditions as before. The Account of the Wardrobe- 

Additions, No. 6. Nicolaa's previous reference to November, 1374," is 
a mistake for " 1369."— i^/fe, p. 50. 
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keeper sliows that 405. was still allowed to Chaucer for winter and 
summer robes as the King's Esquire; and he was also allowed 
11. 25. ^d., in money apparently, for his daily gallon " or "pitcher " 
of wine, from Uth October, 1376, to 21st June, 1377. From some 
brief entries in the Pipe Eolls it appears that Chaucer was receiving 
*' wages within the King's Household." 

On 16th January, 1378, three commissions were issued for the 
renewal of negociations with France for peace, and for a marriage 
between Eichard II. and the daughter of the French King. Chaucer 
is' not mentioned in any of them, though he was sent to France 
especially to treat the marriage, as stated in a record dated three 
years later, when he received 221, for his services on this and the 
previous occasions (^STo. 143). Froissart appears to have confused the 
last two missions, but he was quite right in connecting Chaucer with 
the marriage treaty. 

How long Chaucer remained abroad is not known, but on 
9th March, described as "of London," he became surety for Sir 
William Beauchanip, who was then appointed to the custody of the 
Castle and Comity of Pembroke. Sir William was subsequently a 
witness to the Chaumpaigne deed, and appears to have had close 
relations with Chaucer. 

On 23rd March, 1378, Eichard II. confirmed Chaucer's annuity 
of twenty marks of his " especial grace," because, as he states, he 
had retained Chaucer to attend upon him in person {penes nos) ; but 
this could hardly have been the case in reality, as Chaucer was bound 
to attend to the duties of the Controllership, and nothing about him 
has been found in the later Household and Wardrobe Accounts of 
Eichard II. Three days after, the King confirmed Philippa Chaucer's 
annuity of ten marks, but the patent does not imply that she was 
in attendance at Court. On 18th April the King granted to 
Chaucer, for his good service, another annuity of twenty marks, " in 
recompense " for his daily pitcher of wine, the patent for which he 
had surrendered. 

Chaucer's mission to lombardy. 
On 10th May letters of protection were granted to Chaucer, about 
to go abroad in the King's service, and on 21st May he had " the 
King's letters of general attorney, under the names of John Gower 
(tlie poet) and Eichard Forester," in all the Courts of England, 
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during his absence. From the account of the Issues of the Wars," 
of the moneys for which William Walworth and John Philipot were 
the Eeceivers, it appears that Chaucer was at this time " sent in the 
retinue " of Sir Edward de Berkeley to the parts of Lombardy, " as 
well to the Lord of Milan (Bemabb Visconti), as to (Sir) John 
Hawk wood, for certain affairs touching the expedition of the King's 
war." At the same time Duke John of Gaunt was sent to sea with 
a large retinue of knights, esq[uires, and archers ; while the Earl of 
Huntingdon and others were still in Flanders negociating with the 
King's adversary of France." In Chaucer's account of his receipts 
and expenses it is stated that he left London on 28th May, and 
returned on 19th September; and that he received **such daily 
wages as were allowed to other esquires of his estate " in similar 
missions during the reigns of Edward III. and Eichard II., with 
** reasonable costs " for his passage and repassage of the sea. Writs 
relating to this and a previous voyage " will be found among the 
Additions." His total expenses were 80Z. 13s. 4<i., or 14Z. more 
than the moneys paid him on account by Walworth and Philipot ; 
but this balance was subsequently repaid to him. 

In 1379 and 1380 Geoffrey and Philippawere still receiving their 
annuities from John of Gaunt Philippa is called by the Duke 
"nostre chere et bien amee Damoiselle," and on !N"ew Year's day, 
1380, he presented four gilt cups to as many ladies, one being 
Philippa Chaucer. It would seem therefore that she was in attend- 
ance on the Duke's second wife, the Duchess Constance. On 21st 
May, 1379, her annuity from the King was paid by assignment, 
" by the hands of John Yerneburgh " ; and on 4th May, 1380, it 
was paid to her " by the hands of William Bf^ot." 

THE KAPTUS OF CECILY CHAUMPAIGNB. 

We now come to a deed about which there has been much 
speculation. It is the deed dated 1st May, 1380, by Cecily 
Chaumpaigne, daughter of " the late " William Chaumpaigne 
and Agnes his wife, releasing to Geoffrey Chaucer, Esquire, ''all 
actions as well concerning my raptus, as concerning any other 
matter or cause," Whether this referred to a civil or criminal offence 
has been discussed at great length by Dr. Fumivall and the late Mr. 
Floyd, Prof. Skeat makes the important si^gestion that "it may 
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be connected with the fact that his (Chaucer's) ' little son Lowis ' 
was ten years old in 1391, as we learn from the Prologue to the 
Treatise of the Astrolabe" ; but two other deeds evidently relating to 
the same matte* have more recently been discovered by Dr. Sharpe, 
both being dated 28th June in the same year, and seem to throw 
a different light on the subject. One is a release by Eichard 
Goodchild, cutler, and John Grove, armourer, citizens of London, 
to Chaucer, of **all actions, plaints, and demands by reason 
of any trespass, covenant, contrad^ account, debt, or other matter 
whatsoever, real or personal^ The other is a release by Cecily 
Chaumpaigne to Goodchild and Grove of " all actions, plaints, and 
demands, as well real as personal,** Much of this may be merely 
the legal verbiage of the time, but these two deeds, taken in 
connexion with Cecily's first deed, certainly seem to poiiit to a civil 
abduction, in which other persons besides Chaucer were concerned. 
Possibly John Grove was the principal offender, as he a few days 
later entered into a bond to Cecily for the payment of ten pounds.* 
The civil " raptus " of John Chaucer has been mentioned before. 
At a later date, as we shall see, Geoffrey was appointed Justice in a 
case of ** raptus " and abduction, which was certainly a civil matter. 

Other new years' presents were made to Philippa by John 
of Gaunt in 1381 and 1382, of silver-gilt cups with covers, one 
on each occasion; and on 1st February, 24th May, and 21st 
December, 1381, her annuity from the King was paid to her 
husband. On 6th March Geoffrey had a gift of 22^, for his services 
in France in 1377 and 1378, as before stated. 

The deed of release by Chaucer to Henry Herbury of his father's 
house has been previously noticed. It is dated 19th June, 1381, 
but of course the actual conveyance may have taken place long 
before. If it had belonged to him when he was about to be 
appointed Controller of the Customs, it is hardly likely that he 
would have taken a lease of the house in Aldgate. The situation of 

* A John de Chaumpeigne, chaplain, was made prisoner by the French in 
1369, at the same time as Chaucer (p, 154). In 1379, Robert Chaumpayn, 
saddler, son of William Chaumpayn, formerly citizen and saddler of London, 
evidently a brother of Cecily, failed to pay 521, due on a recognisance to 
Robert Boxford, clothworker, and the Sheriffs of London were ordered to 
imprison him, and to extend and appraise his lands and chattels. They 
returned that he was not found, and that he had no goods, but that he had a 
tenement and six shops in Goder-lane and Westchepe, worth yearly 17/. lls.j 
which were delivered to Boxford. (Inquisitions, 3 Eic. IL, No. 90.) 
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his father's house in Thames Street would have been very convenient 
to him after his appointment. 

In 1381 and several subsequent years Brembre and Philipot, 
as Collectors of the Customs, and Chaucer, as Controller, received 
special rewards from the King "for their assiduous labour and 
diligence by them applied in their offices • . . about the collection 
of the moneys arising from the same Custom and Subsidy." The 
Collectors' share was 201, each, and Chaucer's 6^. 13«. 4t?., yearly. 
It is probable that Chaucer first had a portion of these rewards in 
1379.1 

THE CONTROLLERSHIP OF THE PETTY CUSTOMS. 

On 20th April, 1382, Chaucer at length obtained the office 
of Controller of the Petty Custom in the Fort of London, before 
referred to, and was to hold it during the King's pleasure. A second 
patent of the same office was made to him on 8th May, empowering 
him to exercise " the office " by himself or his sufficient deputy, for 
whom he would be willing to answer." Consequently there is 
no provision for his keeping the accounts in his own hand, and no 
original accounts of this office have been found during his tenure of 
it, only the enrolled accounts of the Collectors of the Petty 
Customs, under his survey, being preserved. Both his patents gave 
him " the wages accustomed," but none of these Collectors' accounts 
mention any payment to him, and so we do not know how much 
he derived from this source. 

Chaucer appears to have received his wife's annuity as well as 
his own on 22nd July and 11th November, 1382. Brembre and 
Philipot's accounts show that in this year new weights were, 
in pursuance of a royal writ, provided by the Collectors for the 
weighing of wools in the Weigh-house situate in the City of London, 
as testified by Chaucer, the Controller. From the Petty Customs' 
accounts it is once more evident that there was as yet no established 
Custom-house, as rent was paid for a house ''for collecting and 
keeping the customs in." 

On 27th February, 1383, Chaucer obtdned the very small loan 
of 6s. Sd, from the Exchequer on 'account of his annuity, or "a 
certain yearly fee," as it is here called. In the November and 
December previous he had duly received his usual payments from the 

^ Ko. 129, note. 
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Exchequer. Was he in difficulties at this time % He repaid his loan 
on 30th June, but it is strange that it was not deducted from 
the usual payments to him in May of his own and his wife's 
annuities, 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIRST ^ CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

In the Customs' accounts of 1383 it is stated that one John 
Churcheman had built a house for the quiet of the merchants, upon 
the quay called Wool-wharf, in the Tower Ward, in the parish of 
All Saints of Barking Church, between the quay of Paul Salesbury, 
on the east side, and the lane called Watergate, on the west side, to 
serve for the tronage (or weighing) of wools in the Port " of London ; 
and that the King had granted that the tronage should be " held " 
there during Churcheman's life. The King's balances and weights 
were to be kept in this house, in which there was also a compter or 
counting-office for the Customers, the Controller, clerks, and other 
officers, llie compter was "disposed" in a solar or upper floor, 
adjoining to which there was also a little room, " pro latrina " ; and 
over this solar there was another, 38 feet by 21, containing 
two chambers and a garret, for the more ample accommodation of the 
same officers. The King paid a yearly rent of 40a\ for the house and 
the first solar, and 40^. more for the other solar and the little room, 
which were not at iirst rented from Churcheman. Here no doubt 
Chaucer would carry on his labours. 

In the next year, however, on 25th November, he' obtained the 
King's licence to be absent from his office of ' ^ Controller of the 
Customs and Subsidies*' for one month; and in February, 1386, 
he petitioned the King for leave to appoint a permanent deputy " at 
the Wool-quay." The King granted his prayer, and on 17th 
February a formal licence was made out in his favour accordingly. 
He was now free from the personal attendance in his office which he 
had been bound to render for more than ten years, that isi, ever since 
June, 1374. 

Meanwhile he had continued to receive his own and his wife's 
pensions; but on 20th September, 1385, a loan of 4?. 6s. 8d, or 
more than a half-yearly instalment, was made to Philippa, " by the 
hands of John Hermesthorp, one of the two Chamberlains" of the 
Exchequer, who had once before received her pension, 
* Cunningham's Handbook (^London, 



Ghaum^ a Jmtice of the Peace. His Wife a Lincoln Sister, xxxiii 



CHAUCER AS J.P. OF KENT. 

Three most important records illustrating Chaucer's connexion 
with Kent have been recently brought to light. The first is a com- 
mission appointing him a Justice of the Peace for that county 
on 12th October, 1385. It "associates" him with Simon Burley, 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, John de Cobham, and other Kentish 
magnates, and with some Justices of the King's Courts; in 
succession to Thomas de Shardelowe, deceased. The second is a full 
commission of the peace to him and other Justices for Kent, on 28th 
June, 1386, setting out their duties at great length, in the form 
usual at that period. They were to cause the Statutes of Winchester, 
Korthampton, and Westminster to be observed; to take sureties 
from any persons using threats of bodily injury against others, or of 
burning their houses; and to inquire and adjudge in respect of 
felonies, trespasses, forestallers, regraters, extortions, unlawful 
meetings, persons going or riding about armed, or lying in wait to 
maim or kill, the giving of liveries, innkeepers, victuallers, abuses 
of weights and measures, and defaulting workmen, artificers, and 
servants, who were to be fined or to be submitted to corporal 
punishment. The third commission will be noticed further on. 
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Another fresh discovery is a memorandum of the admission of 
Philippa Chaucer, along with Henry, Earl of Derby, son of John of 
Gaunt, and afterwards King Henry IV., Sir Thomas de Swynford, 
and six others into the fraternity of Lincoln Cathedral, on 19th 
February, 1386, Duke John of Gaunt being present on the occasion. 
This is contained in the Chapter Act Book, and was discovered by 
Mr. Leach. It is remarkable that Geoffrey was not included among 
the beneficiaries. Here again it is to be inferred that Philippa was 
in some way connected with the House of Lancaster, and with the 
Swynford family. 

On this interesting entry Canon Wordsworth remarks that ^* an 
oath of fidelity and love to this Church and Chapter was administered 
[to the brethren and sisters], sometimes in English ; and they 
promised to assist and maintain the minster, and were accordingly 
admitted *in all prayers, fastings, pilgrimages, almsdeeds, and works 
of mercy' connected therewith." Edward III., the Black Prince, 

LIFK-BEOOBDS, I. C 
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the Duke of Clarence, John of Gaunt, and other illustrious personages 
had been admitted in 1343, and Eichard II. and his Queen Anne 
were admitted in 1387. The Dukes of Lancaster no doubt took 
a peculiar interest in Lincoln Cathedral, for the important Barony of 
Spalding or Bolingbroke in Lincolnshire, to which belonged the 
custody of Lincoln Castle, had descended to them through Henry de 
Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, from the famous Countess Lucy,i and John of 
Gaunt himself had succeeded to the Earldom of Lincoln in 1362.^ 

CHAUCER M.P. FOR KENT, 

It is to be presumed that while his wife was absent at Lincoln, 
for she must have gone there to take the oath just alluded to, 
Geoffrey was attending to his duties as Justice of the Peace in Kent, 
since he was no longer bound to attend at the Custom-house. Thus 
it 'eame about that in August following he was elected one of the 
two Knights of the Shire for Kent, for which election no sufficient 
reason has hitherto been assignable. His colleague in Parliament 
was William Betenham. They were subsequently allowed the sum 
of 24Z. 95. " for their expenses in going, staying, and returning," for 
61 days. Prof. Skeat makes some interesting remarks on the 
proceedings of this Parliament, and the manner in whi^h Chaucer 
himself was affected by them. 

Another result of the cessation of Chaucer's attendance at the 
Custom-house was his surrender of the lease of the Corporation's 
house in Aldgate. The lease was made to him in 1374 for the term of 
his life, and there is no actual record of the surrender, but on 5tht 
October, 1386, another lease of it was made to his friend Bichard 
Forster, or Forester, by his old colleague, Sir Nicholas Brembre, 
as Mayor. 3 

On 16th October, 1386, Chaucer appeared in the Eefectory 
of Westminster Abbey as a witness in the well-known Scrope and 
Grosvenor controversy, when he gave some particulars as to his 
earlier life in 1359, and described the arms then borne by Sir Henry 
and Sir Richard Scrope. He also related a subsequent conversation 
between himself and a stranger in Friday Street, where, observ- 
ing a new sign, "made" of the Scrope arms, hanging from an 

^ The Genealogist, edited by Selby, vol. v., and vol viii. pp. 88, 89, 90. 

2 Dictionary of National Biography, 

^ Brembre was executed for treason in 1888. 
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inn, he inquired who had hung them out," and was told that they 
were intended for the arms of Sir Robert Grosvenor, of Cheshire, of 
whom he had never heard before. 

CHAUOEB LOSES THE GONTBOLLERSHIF. 

In December, 1386, Chaucer was superseded in his offices of 
Controller of the Customs and Controller of the Petty Customs by 
Adam Yardley and Henry Gisors. Whether he resigned them, or 
was dismissed, is not stated. It may be that the cost of providing) 
deputies had made it unprofitable to retain them, or that his: 
deputies were unsatisfactory ; but it must be borne in mind that his 
great patron, John of Gaunt, was absent in Spain from 1386 to 
1389, and that the King was a cipher during the same period, all 
power being in the Eegency, of which the Duke of Gloucester, the 
King's uncle, was the head. Chaucer, as a follower of John of 
Gaunt, would be obnoxious to this party, who, having succeeded in 
obtaining a royal commission on the 1st October previous to inquire 
as to abuses in the Customs and Subsidies, as well as in other 
revenues of the Crown, probably took this opportunity of procuring 
his dismissal.^ There seems indeed to have been general dissatisfac- 
tion with Customers and Controllers at this time, for an Act was* 
passed in the very next year that no such officers should be appointed 
for term of life, but only during good behaviour. Chaucer had, how- 
ever, held his office " during the King's pleasure," and so there 
would have been no difficulty in getting rid of him.^ 

After Chaucer's experience in respect of Cecily Chaumpaigne it 
is curious to find that on 16th May, 1387, lie was commissioned, 
along with William Eickhill, the King's Serjeant-at-law, and others, 
to inquire as to the abduction of Isabella atte Halle, an heiress, at 
Chislehurst, in Kent, This was also a case of " raptus," but only 
a civil offence, for here it is clear that several persons were 
charged with taking her out of the custody of her guardian. 

DEATH OF PHILIPPA CHAUCER. 

For several years previous to this date Philippa's annuity had 
been regularly paid on the same day as her husband's, and no doubt 

* Nicolas, 34 ; Parliament Rolls, iii. 375. 

2 Parliament liolls, iii. 250 ; Privy Council Proceedings, i. 9. 
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into his hands. The last payment to her wa& made on 18th June, 
1387, and she seems to have died between then and Michaelmas day 
in that year. On 7th November Geoffrey received his usual half- 
yearly allowance, yet on 21st December he obtained a loan of 
20*. from the Exchequer, which was never repaid apparently, and in 
the,, following Easter term he was again paid in full. Eut his 
pension soon after came to an end. 

CHAUCER PARTS WITH HIS ANNUITY. 

On 1st May, 1388, Chaucer surrendered to the King his pension 
of forty marks, and at his petition the King granted it to one John 
Scalby, ^apparently of Lincolnshire. It may be asserted, without 
fear of contradiction, that it was a most unusual thing for any man 
to surrender a pension, and for the King to grant it to some one else. 
Lands and tenements, or offices, were frequently surrendered in this. 
way, but not pensions. It is hard to tell whether Chaucer sold his 
interest to Scalby, or whether it was intended that Sealby should act 
as a trustea The former would be an almost unheard-of proceeding, 
while the latter could hardly have been the case, as the new grant 
was made to Scalby for the term of his own life, and he was to 
receive payment at the Exchequer. A few years later Scalby 
obtained a fresh patent, charging his annuity on " the issues of the 
County of Lincoln." 

At any rate, what with the loss of his Customs offices, the death 
of his wife, and the termination of his annuity, Chaucer must have 
been in very low circumstances at this period, which, however, 
according to Prof. Skeat, ** was the most active time of his poetical 
career." 1388 is supposed to be the year in which he made his 
famous pilgrimage to Canterbury ; but he would have had many 
earlier opportunities of observing the pilgrims in his journeys to 
foreign parts, in going to Canterbury and other Kentish towns on 
the business of his wards, and in attending to his duties as Justice of 
the Peace. 

CHAUCER AS CLERK OF THE WORKS. 

Soon after Eichard IL's resumption of the royal power, he gave 
proof of his favour to Chaucer by appointing him to be Clerk of the 
King*s Works on 12th July, 1389, in succession to Eoger Elmham. 
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The royal residences under Chaucer's administration were the Palace 
of Westminster, the Tower of London, the Castle of Berkhampstead, 
and the Manors of Kennington, Eltham, Clarendon, Shene, 
Byfleet, Chiltern Langley, and Feckenham, with the Lodge of 
Hathebergh in the liTew Forest, the park-lodges in some of the 
manors named, and the King's mews for falcons next Charryngcrouch 
(Charing Cross). The gardens, mill-ponds, and fences of the parks 
in all these places are particularly mentioned as being included in the 
survey of the Clerk of the Works. Chaucer was invested with 
ample powers to take workmen, and stone, timber, and other 
materials, with carriage for the same, everywhere, except in Church 
lands, and it was recognised that he would in many cases have to 
employ deputies. He could pursue absconding workmen, and 
imprison any persons obstructing him in the execution of his office. 
His expenses were to be under the supervision of a Controller, and 
his own wages were to be at the rate of two shillings a day, or over 
thirty pounds a year.^ This was clearly a much more lucrative 
appointment than his former ControUership of the Customs. 

Shortly after, Chaucer issued his warrant to the Lord Chancellor, 
with his name at the foot, for commissions to be made out to four 
Purveyors, namely, Hugh Swayn, Walter Sutliwerk, Thomas Segham, 
and Peter Cook. Some have supposed the document to he in his 
own hand, and the name to be his signature, but this is very 
doubtful. The four commissions are on the Patent Rolls. 

The Issue Rolls contain entries of many payments to Chaucer as 
Clerk of the Works, or to persons deputed by him to receive them, 
among whom we once more find John Hermesthorp, clerk. An 
indenture between Roger Elmliam, the preceding Clerk of the 
Works, and Chaucer, minutely describes the dead store " handed 
over by the former to the latter in the several palaces and manors. 
In Westminster Palace there were " one image of brass, two stone 
images not painted, seven images made in the likeness of Kings " ; 
** certain parcels of one car made for King Edward, viz., two pairs of 
wheels bound with iron" ; '*one counter newly covered with green 
cloth for the counting-house"; "twelve hurdles for scaffolds; one 
pair of double lists containing in circuit 32 perches " ; and various 
implements, tools, and materials. In the Tower of London were five 

* Prof. Skeat reckons them at 36/. lO.-?. a year ; but Sundays werp not 
included ; see p. 303. 
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" machines " and one tribugettum," or *' small machine," whereof 
an axe, winch-pin, binding-cords, and three wheels were decayed ; 
the last being an engine for throwing large stones ] also a ram, 
engine-stones, and other articles. It does not appear that what we 
should call the "furniture" of the royal palaces is described, but 
only the plant and materials which actually belonged to the Office of 
Works, though it is hard to see how it could be concerned with a 
" fryingpanne," one of the items in the Tower. 

CHAUCER AS COMMISSIONER OF SEWERS. 

Although the business of this important office was mostly carried 
on by subordinate officers, Chaucer's time would be greatly taken up 
even by attending in a general way to such multifarious operations 
carried on in so many different localities, which he would from time 
to time be obliged to visit. But the King apparently considered 
that Chaucer had some leisure to devote to other matters, for on 12th 
March, 1390, he commissioned hira, with Sir Richard Sturry and 
others, some being Kentish men, to survey the walls, ditches, 
gutters, sewers, bridges, causeways, wears, and trenches on the 
" coast" of the Eiver Thames, between the .towns of Greenwich and 
Woolwich, and in those towns, much " inestimable " damage having 
been caused by their having long been neglected ; and to compel 
landowners and other persons liable to repair or to re-make them, 
showing no favour to rich or poor ; with power to sit as Justices for 
the purposes of inquiry, and for the amercement of defaulters, 
according to "the Law of the Marsh." Apparently no assessment 
was to be made, but every owner benefited by these works was 
bound to provide a portion of the requisite labour. Thus Chaucer 
was again brought into contact with Sir Richard Sturry, with whom 
he had been associated in France in 1359 and 1377, and of whom 
Froissart took notice, though he was not one of the official 
Commissioners. It is said that Chaucer resided at Greenwich,^ and 
this may have been the reason for his selection as one of the Justices. 

In May, 1390, it was part of Chaucer's duty as Clerk of the 
Works to cause scaffolds to be erected for the jousts which were then 
held in Smithfield before the King and Queen, and he had a special 
warrant to the Exchequer for the allowance of his costs on this 

* Prof. Skeat's Life.f pp. xl, xlii. 
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occasion, to be paid him " on his oath/* There were similar jousts 
in October following, for which Chaucer also had to provide (pp. 
305, 311). 

On 4th June, 1390, we find him receiving 10/. from the 
Exchequer, by the hands of Eobert Gamelston, for stone bought of 
him (Chaucer) for the repair of the King's Chapel within Windsor 
Castle, which was not included among the places mentioned in his 
patent as Clerk of the Works. 

CLERKSHIP OF THS WORKS AT WINDSOR. 

This transaction probably led to his formal appointment or 
commission, on 12th July, to repair the Collegiate Chapel of St. 
George," which was then " threatened with ruin, and on the point of 
falling to the ground " ; and he was authorised to take workmen and 
materials for that purpose, in the same manner as before. In this 
document he is once more addressed as the King's ''beloved 
Esquire," a description which had been dropped in several previous 
patents. At the same time William Hannay, the Controller of the 
Works at Westminster, was appointed to " counter-roll " Chaucer's 
accounts in respect of the Chapel works. 

About this period there are several writs for the allowance to 
Chaucer of certain salaries paid by him to officers under him, which 
need not be detailed here. Among the payments to him is the large 
sum of 140/. for " the works of a certain wharf newly repaired next 
the Tower of London, for weighing wools there." This was the 
Wool-quay, with which he had been so familiar during his Controller- 
ship of the Customs. He further received 60/. for the repair of 
houses newly built near the same [Tower] for the weighing of wools." 

THE SUB-FORESTERSHIP OF NORTH PETHERTON. 

In 14 Richard II., 1390 or 1391, according to Collinson's History 
of Somerset, Chaucer was appointed as Sub-Forester of the Forest of 
North Petherton by Eoger Mortimer, Earl of March, Chief Forester 
of the same.^ The Earl, as Prof. Skeat points out, was grandson of 

1 There is very little about this Forest in the records. In some early 
perambulations it is called in one place *'the Forest of Pedertoii," and in 
another the King's "Park" in the Hundred of North Pere tun.— Chancery 
Forest Proceedings (Ancient), Nos. 92, 93. 
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Lionel, Duke of Clarence, his first patron," and Chaucer may 
have applied to him for assistance after his losses in 1386-8. His 
fellow Sub-Forester was one Eichard Brittle, who probably died 
some time before Chaucer's reappointment as Sub-Forester by 
Eleanor, Countess of March, in 1398, no doubt after the EarPs death. 
Who was appointed to succeed Chaucer in 1400 is not stated by 
Collinson, but he says that Thomas Chaucer was appointed to the 
same office in 4 Henry V. by Edward [Edmund], Earl of March. 
This is one of the few instances in which Thomas is known to have 
succeeded Geoffrey ; but there is nothing here to show that he was 
Geoffrey's son. Collinson derived these particulars from certain rolls 
in private custody, which have unfortunately not been discovered. 
Prof. Skeat shows that there was some connexion between tire 
Heyron family and North Petherton, and hence Chaucer may have 
had an interest in that distant locality through his grandmother. It 
is not possible, however, that he could have performed the duties of 
this new office in person, and it seems doubtful whether he ever 
visited the Forest. We do not know what salary he received as Sub- 
Forester, but, whatever it was, he doubtless enjoyed it till his death. 

CHAUCER ROBBED BY HIGHWAYMEN. 

In September, 1390, while travelling about on the business of 
his Clerkship of the Works, he fell two or three times into the hands 
of as many gangs of highway robbers. Whether this occurred twice 
or thrice is uncertain. Taking the accounts literally as they stand, 
we must conclude that there were three distinct robberies, but there 
may be some confusion in the accounts ; in any view, he was robbed 
twice at least. All the documents bearing on this subject,^ however 
remotely, were edited by Mr. Selby, with an introduction, for this 
Society,^ and the most important of them are reproduced in this 
collection. 

First of all, there is a royal commission, dated 15th October, 
1390, to certain Justices, ta inquire what felons and malefactors had 
assaulted Geoffrey Chaucer at Hatcham, in Surrey, and robbed him 
of a horse worth 10^., goods worth lOOi?., and 20Z. Qs. Sd. in money, 
and " at whose {quorum vel cujus) procurement," as if it was suspected 
that the robbers had been instigated by some enemies of his. 

^ Except the earliest in date, quite recently discovered (Additions, No. 9). 
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Secondly, there is a statement in the royal pardon to him for 
the loss of 20Z. of the King's money, that he was robbed of this sum 
by " some notable robbers," *^ near the Fowle Ok/' L e, the Foul Oak, 
on 3rd September, when he also lost his horse and other goods 
(moebles) ; and that the felony had been confessed by one of the 
robbers in the gaol at* Westminster, who had probably been arrested 
for some other offence before 6 th January, 1391, the date of the 
King's writ to the Exchequer, according to which Chaucer was 
allowed the 201. in his subsequent account (p. 305). 

Thirdly, on what may be termed the Crown Eoll of the King's 
Bench, is the indictment of one Eichard Brerelay, for having, " with 
others unknown," robbed Chaucer of lOZ. at Westminster, on 
Tuesday after the ^^"ativity of the Virgin Mary, that is, 6th September. 
It is evident from the indictment in Hilary term (23rd Jan. — 12th 
Feb.), subsequent to the date of the King's writ just mentioned, that 
the Sheriff was then ordered to arrest Brerelay ; so he was not the 
man who had confessed to the robbery of 3rd September. He was 
at length captured by the bailiff of the liberty of the Abbot of 
Westminster, who produced him in Court on 12th April, when he 
pleaded " not guilty." 

Fourthly, only a few days later, on 16th April, Brerelay confessed 
that he had committed the robbery at Westminster, and became 
appro verj accusing three other persons of being concerned with him, 
not in that robbery, but in robbing Chaucer at Hatcham, in Surrey,^ 
on the same Tuesday, 6th September, of 9Z. 3s. lOd. The persons 
thus accused were ** Thomas Talbot, of Ireland, otherwise called 
Brode, Gilbert, clerk of the same Thomas, and William Huntyngfeld." 
The first two, not being found by the Sheriff, were outlawed ; but 
the third man appeared. 

Huntyngfeld, like Brerelay, had been indicted for the robbery at 
Westminster on 6th September, in Hilary term, when he had not 
beei^ captured, and he was not brought into Court by the Marshal till 
17th June. He was convicted of that robbery, but claimed 
benefit of clergy, though he may not really have been a ''clerk.'* 
He was accordingly committed to the King's Bench Prison, 
escaped thence on 2nd August, and was again arrested. But 

^ Prof. Skeat says "the Foul Oak was at Hatcham," which did not 
appear in the records before him, but a comparison of the commission with the 
X>ardou makes this probable. 



xlii 1390-1. Chaticer^s Bobbers, HisD&puty. Works-Clerkship lost 

for his " clergy " he would have been hanged. He was also charged 
with the robbery at Hatcham, and pleaded not guilty^ but the 
prosecution in this case seems to have been dropped, probably 
because he had already been convicted of the other robbery. 

It appears that Brerelay at the time of his arrest had 4:1, d$, 2d. 
in money, two horses worth SL, a sword, a dagger, and a surcoat 
(armtlausa). Having turned approver, he would have been pardoned 
in respect of these robberies ; but being charged with another robbery 
in Hertfordshire, he accused a certain Irishman, servant of Thomas 
Talbot, of being his accomplice, who " offered the wager of battle,'* 
and in the "duel" which ensued Brerelay was vanquished, and 
forthwith hanged. 

These legal matters occupied Chaucer's attention now and again 
from January to June, and he must have attended at Westminster 
several times to give evidence against the robbers. Meanwhile, in 
January, he issued a warrant for a commission to John Elmhurst to 
be his deputy and purveyor for the Works at Westminster Palace 
and the Tower ; and in the patent made out accordingly Chaucer is 
termed the King's " beloved servant/' This purveyor, like Chaucer, 
had power to imprison any persons refusing to serve the King in his 
Works. On 7th February a warrant was issued for the allowance to 
Chaucer of the wages of Bichard Swift, the master carpenter. On 
6 th April certain moneys were assigned to Chaucer as Clerk of the 
Works, and he lent 66Z. 13s. id, to the Exchequer. 

GHAUCBR LOSES THE CLERKSHIP OP THE WORKS. 

On 17th June, 1391, a writ was directed to Chaucer, commanding 
him to deliver up to John Gedney the office of Clerk of the Works, 
with its rolls, writs, and memoranda. It is not stated that he had 
resigned ; the King merely announces to him , the appointment" of 
Gedney as his successor. He may have been in disgrace as a 
consequence of the robberies j but the King considerately ends 
his writ with the words, **we will that you be discharged against 
us/' Thereupon he drew up a full -account of his receipts and 
expenses during the whole period of his Clerkship of the Works, 
from 1389 to 1391, "by the view and testimony of William 
Hannay, Controller of the said Works." It seems strange that he 
had not been called to account before. 
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He had received altogether from the Exchequer 1209Z. 95. 9df., 
and his only other receipt was 17s. 4c?. for the crops" of 104 oaks 
thrown down hy a storm in the King's park at Eltham. He had 
expended 923Z. is. 2^d. for stone, lime, tiles, timber, locks, hinges, 
nails, glass, lead, and other materials, on the carriage of the same 
from the places where they were bought, and in the wages of masons, 
carpenters, plumbers, tilers, glasiers, sawyers, plasterers, ditchers, and ' 
other workmen and labourers. 

His own wages from 12th July, 1389, to 17th June, 1391, in all 
706 days, were 70?. 12g., at the rate of 2s. a day. He paid 35?, 6s. 
in wages to the Controller Hannay. Then come the wages of the 
master carpenter at I2d, a day, the chief mason at 12d. a day, several 
purveyors at various rates, the gardener of Eltham, and the gardener 
of Shene. Next is a payment of 8?. 12s. 6c?. for making two scaffolds 
in Siiiithfield " for the King and the Queen and other Latlies, for the 
jousts there," in May and October, 1390 (p. 305). The 20?. stolen 
from Chaucer on 3rd September, 1390, are again mentioned, but he 
had no allowance for the loss of his horse and goods. The 
total of his expenses was 1130?. 8s. ll^c?., leaving a balance of 
79?. 18s. l^d. against him ; but he further claimed allowance of 
100?. 17s. 4c?. for the repair of St George's Chapel, Windsor, 
between 12th July. 1390, and 8th July, 1391, as in his separate 
account. Thus there was a "surplusage" in his favour of 
20?. 19s. IJc?. 

He then sets out the inventory of the " dead store " received by 
him at his entering into office precisely as in the indenture before 
referred to, after which he shows how much of it had been " ex- 
pended " on the Works during his time ; but the greater portion of 
it was delivered up by him to John Gedney, his successor, with some 
slight additions made in his own time. 

On 8th July Chaucer received another writ commanding him to 
resign to Gedney the repairs of St. George's Chapel ; and there is a 
separate account of his receipts and expenses at Windsor, also made 
** by the survey and testimony "of Hannay. He had bought 101 
tons of Stapulton stone and 200 cartloads of Reigate stone " for the 
making and amendment of the King's said Chapel of St. George," 
but they had *'not yet been expended." The stone was brought 
from " divers places " and placed in " the great hall of the Castle." 
The expenses of the stone, its loading and unloading, and the wages 
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of Johu Paule, tlie purveyor, amounted to lOOZ. 17s. id.^ which sum 
was allowed in his principal account, as before stated. An indenture 
between Chaucer and Gedney testifies to the delivery of the stone to 
the new Clerk. 

The original file of Chaucer's vouchers, sixteen in number, is 
preserved just as he gave them into the Exchequer. From these it 
appears that he did not finally pay the wages of the Controller 
and the chief mason till October, which was excusable, considering 
that he had already paid out more than he had received. On 12th 
November a royal mandate was addressed to the Treasurer and 
Barons of the Exchequer, commanding them to "account with** 
Chaucer, and to pay him what was due to him. Next day another 
mandate required them, instead of paying, to certify to the King in 
Chancery "what and how great a sum of money" was due to 
Chaucer, as if the King was afraid of being called upon to pay a 
larger sum than he expected. On the 17th they certified the amount 
into Chancery as 20Z. 19«. 2\d. (sic^ for l^d,) ; but it was not till 
16th December that he received a small portion of this balance, 
31, I3s, 4c?., on account. On 4th March, 1392, he was paid 3Z. 6& Sd, 
more, and 13th July, 1392, a final sum of IdL 6«. 8c?. Thus he 
made a "bad debt " of 12«. 5^d. 

Tiiese few entries relating to the adjustment of his accounts are 
the only records we have of him between July, 1391, and January, 
1393, when the King ordered the Exchequer to pay him lOL of 
the King's gift as a reward for his good service rendered " in this year 
now present,*' that is, in the 16th year of Richard II. He now seems 
to have quite recovered the King's favour, for on 22nd May, 1393, 
he was repaid the loan of 66^. I3s. 4:d. which he had advanced to the 
Exchequer on 6th April, 1391, although, with a poet's forgetful ness, 
he had omitted to mention it in his accounts. But no further 
appointment was offered to him. He was evidently looked upon as 
being no longer capable of official duties. 

CHAUCER OBTAINS A NEW ANNUITY. 

Apparently recognising this state of things, the King on 28th 
February, 1394, granted him an annuity of 201., in consideration of 
the good service which he had rendered to the King, and would 
render in the future, as the patent expresses it, though this was far 
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from being likely ; but he did not receive the first instalment of this 
pension till 10th December. The subsequent payments of this 
annuity, and of loans on account, are difficult to comprehend. The 
Exchequer rolls seem to have been rather carelessly kept about this 
time, and some of them have been lost,i so that it is hard to decide 
whether Chaucer was in distress, and forestalling his income, or the 
Exchequer itself was in difficulties 3 certainly it seems to have been 
sometimes backward in paying up. Some attempt has been made in 
the text to elucidate this matter, but a few more remarks may be added., 
At any rate, Chaucer borrowed \0L on account on 1st April, 
1395, some days before it was due to him at Easter, probably bein^ 
afraid that, if he did not apply early, he would not be able to get it 
till late in the term, as in the preceding case. He repaid this sum on 
28th May, and, according to a note on the Eeceipt Eoll, it was 
immediately " assigned " to him, presumably in payment of the 
Easter instalment then over-due, but there is no note of any such 
payment by assignment " to him on the Issue Roll, as there ought 
to be if he really received it. A few weeks later, on 25th June, 
he had another "loan" of 10^., professedly for the Michaelmas 
following, but surely he had not been paid for the Easter terra. 
The Eeceipt Rolls have been searched from this 25 th June to the end 
of November following, and there is no entry of the repayment of 
this sum ; consequently it could not have been a loan or advance, 
but was really a payment of arrears due at the Easter previous. 

CHAUCER WITH HENRY OF LANCASTER. 

Some time between Eebruary, 1395, and February, 1396, Chaucer 
received ten pounds on belialf of Henry, Earl of Derby, son of John 
of Gaunt, from the Clerk of the Earl's Great Wardrobe.^ Evidently 
this money was delivered to him for the purpose of his paying it 
personally into the Earl's own hands. From this we may gather that 
he was in attendance on the Earl, and possibly retained in his 
service. 

On 9th September, 1395, he had another so-called "loan" of 
26s. Sd. ; but it is not likely that the Exchequer would have made him 
this advance if he had really been fully paid up to Michaelmas on 

1 There are, however, a number of undated rolls, which, if the dates could 
be ascertained, might help to fiU up the gaps. 
3 Additions, No. 11. 
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25th June. However, the rolls are consistent in saying that on 27th 
November he had a ** loan " of 8Z. 6^. 8^^. for Easter, 1396 ; but they 
contradict themselves on 1st March, 1396, when they state that this 
last sum was due at Michaelmas, 1395, which really seems to have 
been the case ; and if so, Chaucer was not anticipating his pension, 
but had some trouble in getting it. 

On that day, 1st March, he repaid the U. 6^. 8c?. borrowed on 
9th September,! and on the same day he received \h 135. 4cZ., the 
balance due to him at Michaelmas. The former sum was a true loan, 
and was refunded without being deducted from the pension account ; 
but no doubt the Exchequer did not pay the full amount due on 
27th November, because of this outstanding debt. The borrowing 
of this small sum, Prof. Skeat considers, is ^'significant and 
saddening " ; but Chaucer's chief difficulty seems to have been how 
to get his dues from the Exchequer, and hence he may have preferred 
to get a small sum on account, knowing that the full payment was 
likely to be in arrear. 

The Issue EoUs for Easter and Michaelmas terms, 1396, are 
wanting, and all we can learn, from a later roll, is that he had an 
"advance" of lOh on 26th December in that year. Further 
advances" of lOOs. each were made to him on 2nd July and 9th 
August, 1397, the former by the hands of Eichard Odyham," who 
was one of the Collectors of Subsidies in the Port of London ; from 
which it would seem that Chaucer still kept up his acquaintance 
with the Custom-house. Here again these three sums do not appear 
to have been loans, as the entry of 26th October, 1397, states 
precisely that the lOZ. was due at Michaelmas, 1396, and the two 
sums of lOOs. at Easter, 1397. Prof. Skeat remarks on the back- 
wardness of these payments, probably owing to "the lavish 
extravagance of the King." On the day last mentioned, however, 
Chaucer received the lOl. due at Michaelmas, 1397, "by the hands 
of John Walden," and it is rightly entered as a payment then due. 

A POWEE OP ATTORNEY TO CHAUCER. 

We must now leave Chaucer's dealings with the Exchequer for a 

while, and notice a deed by one Gregory Ballard, dated 6th April, 1396, 

and appointing John Wilton, Geoffrey Chaucer, Hugh de Middelton, 

^ The word '* Sbl." (No. 268) means that the money was actually paid into 
the Exchequer, and was not '* assigned" to any one. 
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and John Fox as his attorneys. They were to take possession in his 
name of the Manor of Spitelcombe, and two watermills, lands, rents, 
fisheries, wardships, and other appurtenances in Combe, which was 
also called Westcombe and Spitelcorabe, and in the townships of 
East Greenwich, Charlton, Whrytelmarsh, and Deptford, in the 
county of Kent. Ballard had been enfeoffed of these lands by 
Thomas de Arundel, Archbishop of York. It would not be necessary 
for all the " attorneys " to act under this deed, and if Chaucer did 
anything at all, it would not give him much trouble, especially if he 
was residing almost on the spot, as is supposed. 

In December, 1397, the King granted to Chaucer a butt or pipe 
of wine yearly in the Port of London. This fact rests on Chaucer's 
own statement (No. 269), but no patent of this date could be found 
on the Patent Rolls. The patent was not in fact made out till late 
in the following year. 

AN ACTION rOB DEBT AGAINST CHAUCER. 

Down to the beginning of 1398 there is no good reason for 
supposing that Chaucer was in pecuniary difficulties, but in the 
Easter term ^ of that year an action for debt was brought against him 
and John Goodale, of Milleford, by Isabella, widow and administra' 
trix of Walter Buckholt, Esquire. The sum demanded from Chaucer 
was 14Z. Is. \\d,^ and from Goodale, 8s., but the nature of the 
debt is not specified. The defendants did not enter an appearance, 
and the Sheriff of Middlesex was commanded to summon them; 
whereupon he " returned " that they had " nothing " in his bailiwick ; 
then the usual order was given for their arrest, and for the production 
of their bodies " in Trinity term. 

HE HAS LETTERS OF PROTECTION. 

It was this prosecution no doubt that led Chaucer to apply to the 
King, by a petition which has not been found, for letters patent of 
protection, which were granted to him on 4th May. In this patent 

^ The legal Easter term consisted of less than four weeks, while the Exchequer 
Easter term lasted about six months, from Lady Day to 28th September. In 
like mamier the legal Michaelmas term extended only from 9th October to 28th 
Kov^embor, while the Exchequer term of the same name reached from Michaelmas 
to 24th March. 
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he is again termed the King's " beloved Esquire," and the King says 
that, whereas he had " ordained Geoffrey Chaucer to do and despatch 
very many arduous and urgent affairs, as well in our absence as in 
our presence, in divers parts within our realm of England, the same 
Geoffrey fears he may be disquieted, molested, or impleaded by certain 
enemies (eniulos) of his, by means of many plaints or suits, while he 
shall be so attending to our affairs." The King therefore takes him, 
" and his men, lands, goods, rents, and all his possessions," into his 
(the King's) special protection and defence, and commands that for 
two whole years he be not arrested or impleaded at the suit of any 
person, pleas of land only excepted. Here again, as in the pardon 
of 1390, it seems to be suggested that Chaucer had enemies. 

On 4th June, 1398, he received his half-yearly pension of 10?. 
due at Easter, " by the hands of William Waxcombe." In Trinity 
term (12th June — 4th July) the proceedings against him in the 
Common Pleas were continued in spite of the King's protection, but 
as he was associated with John Goodale, who seems to have had no 
similar patent, the plaintiff was justified in proceeding, and probably 
the two names were associated for this very purpose. The Court 
could not of course be expected to take cognisance of the King's 
patent if Chaucer did not attend to produce it, as he did not, 
according to the record ; nor did his fellow- defendant appear. The 
Sheriff was once more ordered to arrest them, and returned " that 
they have not been found " ; so ■ a further order was made for them 
to be taken " against Michaelmas term. 

At this time Chaucer certainly seems to have been in difficulties, 
otherwise he would hardly have applied for such small advances as 
6s. 8d, on 24th July, a like sum on 31st July, and another like sum 
on 23rd August ; but on this last day he also obtained a much larger 
advance, 106s. Sd. He undertook to repay these sums, in all 
61, 6s, Sd,, but we have no evidence that he did so. 

The Buckholt action was still pending, and the same formal 
pleadings are recorded in Michaelmas term (9th October — 28th 
November) as in Trinity term, as far as the return that Chaucer and 
Goodale had not been found. Then a stringent command was given 
to the Sheriff to cause them "to be exacted," or, as the legal 
phraseology has it, "to be put in exigent," from county-court to 
county-court, that is, in the successive courts supposed to be holden 
by the Sheriff, until they should be found ; if not, they were "to be 
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outlawed. If he found them, he was to " have their bodies '* before 
the Court in Trinity term following. The Sheriff was thus allowed 
plenty of time to look for them, but nothing further has been found 
upon the rolls. 
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At the very time when the Sheriff's officer was supposed to be in 
search of him, Chaucer was petitioning the King for the issue of 
letters patent carrying into effect the grant made to him, apparently 
by word of mouth only, in December, 1397. Having been Esquire 
of the King's Chamber, and subsequently Clerk of the Works, he 
would be well known at the White HalP of the Palace of 
Westminster, and would have no difficulty in obtaining access to the 
King's presence. His petition was granted by the King on 13th 
October, 1398. Thus Chaucer must have been staying in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Court of Common Pleas, which 
officially appeared to be so anxious for his capture. 

The patent bears date on the day when the King assented to the 
petition, and grants to Chaucer one butt of wine to be received 
every year during his life in the Port of our city of London, by the 
hands of our Chief Butler for the time being.'* Two days later, on 
15th October, the King granted the same thing in more ample 
words ; the grant was to take effect from 1st December last, 1397, 
when no doubt it was first promised, and the wine was to be 
received from the Chief Butler, " or his deputy " in the Port of 
London. 

On 28th October, 1398, Chaucer received his usual half-yearly 
payment of 10?., and as nothing is said about the loans to him in 
July and August, this sum ought to have been entered as being due at 
Michaelmas, but once more the Exchequer official chooses to call this 
an "advance" for the Easter term following. The lOZ. due at that 
term were, however, received by Chaucer in two sums of 7Z. 16^. 8d^. 
and 2Z. 13^. 4d on 26th April and 9th July, 1399. On the latter 
day he also had an advance of 13s. id. These were the last moneys 
he received from Richard IL, who was deposed on Michaelmas day 
following. 

1 See p, 266, note. 
LIPB-nECORDS, I. d 



1 1399. Chaucer's Life-Lease of a Westminster-Alhey TeiiemenL 



LARGE PROMISES FROM HENRY IV. 

According to Prof. Skeat, Chaucer at once indited a poem 
to Henry IV. As early as 13fch October ^ the new King granted him 
an annuity of forty marks, over and above those twenty pounds " 
given him by the late King, and which Henry says he had already 
confirmed. Henry^s confirmation to Chaucer of Eichard's two grants 
of twenty marks and a butt of wine yearly was not, however, passed 
under the Great Seal till 18th October. This patent states that 
Chaucer had casually, lost " both the patents of King Richard. 
The loss proved fortunate, as the confirmation gave him a surer title 
to the continuation of the annuity and the wine-grant than he could 
have had under the patents of the deposed monarch. Three days 
later, on 21st October, another confirmation was made to him not 
only of Richard II/s patents, but of Henry lY.'s patent of 18th 
October. 

Chaucer's tenement at Westminster. 

From these three concessions it has been inferred that Chaucer 
ended his days in comparative ease " ; but the fact is, only the last 
of them was taken cognisance of by the Exchequer. According to 
the Issue Rolls he did not receive anything whatever under Henry's 
grant of forty marks, and nothing was paid him on account of 
Richard's annuity for the days between 29th September and 21st 
October. However, on 24rth December, 139 9, when Chaucer clearly had 
great expectations, he felt himself sufficiently prosperous to take a 
lease of a tenement in the garden of St. Mary's Chapel, Westminster 
Abbey, from Brother Robert Hermodesworth, Monk of the Abbey 
and Warden of the Chapel. He covenanted to pay a yearly rent 
of 53s. 4c?,, and to repair the tenement at his own expense. The 
term of the lease, fifty-three years, was a long one for a man at his 
time of life to take, but it was to expire immediately on his death, 
" if he should die within the time aforesaid." 

The payment of the lOi due to Chaucer at Michaelmas, 1399, 
under Richard II.'s grant, was not made to him till 21st February, 
1400, when Henry IV. specially " commanded it to be given to him," 
as "of his (the King's) gift.'^ The patents of 18th and 21st 

1 Not 3rd October, as has been sometimes alleged, but there may have been 
an eailier grant. 



1400. Last payment of Chaucer's Annuit]/, His Death, li 

October, one would have imagined, ought to have been a sufficient 
warrant to the Exchequer for this payment, without such a command, 
unless it was supposed that the late King ought to have paid all his 
pensions punctually on the very day of his deposition. But Henry's 
finances seem to have been at a low ebb. His second and last 
payment to Chaucer of Eichard's annuity is dated 5th June, 1400, 
when it was calculated that there was due to him SL I3s, 5d, from 
21st October to 31st March only. He received no payment for the 
first twenty-three days of the preceding Michaelmas term, as before 
stated, and nothing was allowed him for the days between 
31st March and Easter (18th April) ; and even of the sum 
thus acknowledged, the Exchequer could afford to pay him but 51, 
on account The difiiculty of obtaining what had been promised 
to him must have been a great disappointment in his closing 
days. 

According to the inscription formerly legible on his tomb in 
Westminster Abbey, but now obliterated, he died on 25th October, 
1400, no doubt in the house adjoining the Abbey of which he was 
lessee. This house appears to have been subsequently in the 
occupation of Thomas Chaucer, according to entries in the Sacrist's 
Eolls of Westminster Abbey, discovered by Dr. Edward Scott. The 
dates given are 1413 — 1434, there being apparently a gap between 
the tenancies of Geoffrey and Thomas, as in the case of the Sub- 
Forestership of North-Petherton. In any case wo cannot conclude 
from the succession, even if immediate, that Thomas was heir to 
Geoffrey, still less that he was Geoff rey^s son, since he could not 
have inherited under the lease; but it helps to strengthen the 
presumption of their relationship in some way. 

OHAUGER DIES WITHOUT RECEIVING HIS DUES. 

Although Chaucer survived Michaelmas term, 1400, there is no 
entry on the Issue Eolls of any payment to him of the arrears of his 
annuities, nor were they paid to Thomas Chaucer after his death. 
From this fact Dr. Furnivall concludes that Thomas had no right to 
claim them as next-of-kin, and so could not have been Geoffrey's son. 

THOMAS CHAUCER. 

This relationship has however been frequently assumed, although 



lii Tho)nas Chaucer not proved to be tlie Poefs Son, 



it is not proved by a single official or legal document^ As the poet 
left no real estate, we do not find any inquisition after his death, 
nor is there any will. The only authoritative statement that he was 
the father of Thomas occurs in Gascoigne's theological treatise, 
written some years after his death; but the reference by Bishop 
Beaufort, son of John of Gaunt, to Thomas Chaucer as his cousin 
may be taken to support that statement, if we suppose Philippa to 
have been sister of Katherine Swynford and mother of Thomas. 
But the statement is not utterably irreconcilable with the tradition 
recorded by Speght, who says : " Some hold opinion (but I know 
not upon what grounds) that Thomas Chaucer was not the sonne of 
Geoffrey Chaucer, but rather some kinsman of his, whom he brought 
up." Thomas may well have been the adopted son of Greoffrey, and 
the adoption may have been unknown to Gascoigne. 

It has been remarked that Thomas does not appear to have 
immediately succeeded Geoffrey in the Sub-Forestership of North 
Petherton, or in his Westminster leasehold. Can it be that Geoffrey^s 
"little son Lowis" survived him for a few years, and was his 
next-of-kin 1 However, we find Thomas using Geoffrey's seal in 1409, 
and this points to his having taken over Geoffrey's personal estate.^ 
On the other hand again, only tlie Eoet arms are represented on 
Thomas's tomb, and from this it has been inferred that he had no 
right to the Chaucer arras. 

Speght asserts that " Thomas Chaucer was borne about the 38. 
or 39. yeare of Edward 3.," that is, in 1364 or 1365, If this date 
be correct, we know nothing about him during the first thirty years 
of his life. Tlie two earliest notices of him have been discovered 
quite recently. When he is first met with, he was in Trance, in the 
service of John of Gaunt, who had been created Duke of Aquitaine 
by Richard II. in 1390, After the death of his second Duchess, the 
' Duke " left England in the autumn of 1394, for the purpose of 

* See, for instance, the 8th and 9th Reports of the Historical MSS. 
Commisaion. Mr. J. A. Manning, in his Lives of the Speakers of the Souse of 
ConimotiSy pretends to give chapter and verse for it, and asserts that Geoffrey 
was Chief Butler before Thomas, but the records referred to by him do not 
mention Geoffrey in any way. 

2 No. 286. It is a pity tbat the suggestion has been made in print that the 
name on the seal may not be *'Ghofrai" but *'Thomai," for, if the seal should 
perish, it might hereafter be suspected that it was not Geoffrey's at all. It 
must be fully understood that there is no ground whatever for that suggestion. 
The letters fr especially are clearly cut and unmistakable. 



Was Thomas Cliaucer's first name Reginald Curteys ? liii 

formally assuniiag his dukedom of that provmce f ^ and it was 
apparently during his stay there that he retained Thomas Chancer, at 
Bayonne, to remain with him for the term of his (the Duke's) ^ life. 
He thereupon granted to Thomas an annuity of ten pounds, by 
letters patent, which do not now exist, but they were confirmed by 
Henry IV. in 1403 (No. -285). Their date is not quoted, and the 
Duke had been at Bayonne in 1387; but 1394 is the more likely date, 
for Thomas is mentioned in an account of the Eeceiver General of 
the Duchy, in 1394 or 1395, in which an alias seems to be given 
him. It states that the sum of 137. 6s. was paid to "Thomas 
Chaucer, de noun Reynald Curteys," being due to him on account of 
certain affairs of " Monsieur," that ie, the Duke of Lancaster, At first 
sight this seems to imply that Reynald Curteys was his proper name, 
though in itself it looks more like a nickname ; but many will no 
doubt incline to the opinion that this expression merely means ** in 
the name of Reynald Curteys," or as we should say " on account." 

This is however a very unusual term in accounts of this period, and 
no one can actually deny the possibility of an alias being intended. 
Moreover the money seems to have been due to Thomas, who we 
know was actually with the Duke, and attending to his personal 
affairs, for which the payment was made; and hence the words 
due to him " can hardly apply to anyone else, as they would do if 
Reynald Curteys was a different person. Some will no doubt be 
disposed to inquire whether we have not here a clue to the profound 
mystery " which enshrouds not only the marriage of Geoffrey and 
Philippa, but also the parentage and early years of Thomas. I will 
therefore state the results of a thorough investigation of the matter, 
and the arguments that may be based on the former view. In the 
first place, it is not a little strange that there actually was at this time 
living a Reginald Curteys, "senior," of Wragby, in Lincolnshire,^ 

* Dictioitary of Nat ional Biography. 

* The record is not clear on this point, but "his" must refer to the Duke, as 
the older man. 

* All the under-mentioned records relate to Reginald Curteys, Courteys, 
Ourtays, or Curto^ and some of them to Thomas Chaucer also. 

1377. Protection for Keginald Curteys, Esquire, going with others in 
the retinue of Michael de la Pole, who had been appointed Admiral of a 
fleet of ships ** towards the North parts."— French Rolls, 1 Ric. IL, p. 1, 
m. 24. 

1383. Appointment of Reginald Curtays, senior, of Wragby, in co. Lincoln, 
as Collector of the Customs in th 3 port of Boston, for life, with the custody of 
the coket seal, **on condition that he write the rolls with his own hand, or 

* 
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Entries relating to Reg^inald Curteys, Senior. 



and that no Keginald Curteys, junior, has been discovered, except one 
who was only twelve years old in 1419, and who died before 1422. 
There are numerous references to Eeginald Curteys in the records, all 



cause them to be written in his presence, and execute the oflBce in person." — 
Patent Eoll, 7 Ric. II., p. 1, m. 35. Ancient Petitions, No. 11054. 

1383. Grant by John, Duke of Lancaster, to Beffinald Curtoys, for life, of 
an annuity of 100«., for his good service, (See next.) 

1384. Grant by the same to the same of another annuity of lOO^. (These 
two grants are not extant, but they are recited in Henry IV.'s confirmation of 
them in 1399. — Duchy Registers, No. 15, 1 42 ; and see warrant, f. 67.) 

1386. Keginald Curtays and Cecily his wife, parties to a Fine touching the 
manor and church of Askeby, co. Lincoln. — Fines, Lincoln, 8 Ric. II. 

1388. Reginald Curteys "was one of the gentlemen of Lincolnshire who were 
compelled to take an oath to support the five Lords Appellants, including 
Thomas, Duke of Gloucester, and Henry, Earl of Derby, son of John of Gaunt. 
—Parliament Rolls, III. 401 b. 

1399. Confirmation to him of John of Gannt's annuities, as abbve. 

1399. Appointment of Reginald Curteys, Esquire, as purveyor of all victuals 
for the defence of Calais.— French Roll, 1 Hen. IV., m. 22. 

1 400, A simi lar appointment. — JMd. , m . 2 . (There are various payments to 
him in respect of these oflBces in the Issue Rolls, 1 Hen. IV., seq.) 

1400. Mandate by the King to his beloved Esquire, Reynald Curteys, to 
deliver up to the Receiver in co. Lincoln all the charters, muniments, &c., 
which he has in his custody, and which he had out of the Castle of Bolyngbrok, 
— Duchy Registers, vol. 15, f. 75. 

1405. Appointment of Reginald Curteys, Esquire, as yietnaller of Calais. — 
French Roll, 6 Hen. IV., m. 8. 

1406. Appointments of the King's very dear Esquire, Reynald Curteys, 
(1) as Master Forester of the King's Chase of Asshedoune, [Sussex,] for life ; 
and (2) as Rider and Ranger of the said Cliase. — Duchy Registers, vol. 16, pt. 2, 
f. 100. 

1407. The King's father [John of Gaunt], by letters patent, confirmed 5 Dec. 
1399, granted to the King's loved EJsquire, Reynalt Curteys, his *'hostell" in 
the town of Calais, now called Dukesynne, with all rents, meadows, marshes, 
&c. appertaining, for life, without paying any rent. The premises are now 
*' ruinous," and divers ** hostelx " of ** the Ijords " in the same town are in like 
case. The King therefore grants the premises to Curteys for life, and for thirty 
years after, on condition that he repair them at his own cost, at the yearly rent 
of five marks ; saving to the King "herbergage" for himself and his household, 
kG,—Ibid., f. 76. See also Ancient Petitions, I^o. 11017. 

1407. Appointment of Reginald Courteis as Parker of the King's Park of 
Marsfeld within the Chase of Asshedonn. — Ibid., t 77 b. 

1408-9. Three Warrants for payment of arrears of the annuity of 10?. 
granted by John of Gaunt to Reginald Curteys. — Ibid,, ff. IIS, 150 b. 

1413. Appointment by Henry V, of his dear and well-belored Esquire 
Reignalt Conrteys as Rider and Ranger of the Chase of Asshedoune. 

1415. Commission to Richard Cliderowe and Reginald Curteys, **Domicelli 
Regis,'* to treat with masters of ships of Holland and Zealand to serve the King 
on the sea with their ships. — ^French Roll, 8 Hen. V., m. 23. (Thomas Cliaucer 
is also called a " Domicellns " in the French Roll, 2 Hen. V.) 

1415. Letters of general attorney for Reginald Curteys.— /ft w?., m. 23. 

1415. Protoction for the same. — Ibid,, m. 6. 

1416. Appointment of Keginald Courteys, Esquire, as receiver of the town 
of Harfleur.— , m. 4. 



Nothing found as to Reginald Carteysy Junior. 
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apparently relating to the " senior," though this designation does not 
occur after 1383, as may be seen in the notes, some showing his 
connexion with Lincolnshire, others with Calais and certain places 
in France, others with the county of Kent. Like Geoffrey Chaucer, 
be was appointed as a Controller of Customs by the King, he 
received annuities from John of Gaunt, and was connected with 
the same two counties. It is possible that all those records do not 
relate to one and the same person, but it is difficult to apportion 
them between two persons. It may be that the term "senior " was 
dropped after Thomas Chaucer had definitely adopted this name, 
which he may have done some time before 1394-5.^ Eeginald 



1416. Licence to the same to transport 600 qrs. of wheat to Harfleur, for its 
victnalling — French Roll, 4 Hen. V.,m. 16. 

1417. Deeds of feoffment and release by Roger Forde to Sir Thomas de 
Camoys, Thomas Chaucer, Esquire, four clerks, named Reginald Courteys, 
Esquire, Henry Kesewyke, Bsquire, and Robert Barbot, of several manors in 
Hampshire. — Close Roll, 6 Hen. V., m. 13 d. 

1418. Protection for Reginald Curteys, Esquire. — French Roll, 6 Hen. V., 
m. 5- 

1419. An Inquisition, taken at Dover, after the death of Reginald Curteys, 
Esquire, who with Margaret his wife, then surviving, had held the Manor of 
Westclyve, in Kent ; his son and heir being Reginald Curteys, aged twelve 
years. — Inquisitions p. m., 7 Hen. V., No. 10. 

1422. An Inquisition, taken at Calais, finding that the same Reginald had 
held for life a hospice called Dukcsynne, in Calais, of the King, as of the 



p. m., 9 Hen. t.,No. li. (This inn had been granted by Edward III. to John of 
Gaunt about 1369 ; see Duchy Registers, vol. 14, p. 146. Durand died s. p, ; 
see below, 1447.) 

1446. Four deeds of release by *• Margaret, formerly wife of Reginahl 
Curteys, dauglitev of Sir Reginald Cobhatii, Knight, and sister of Sir Reginald 
Cobham, Knight, lords of Sterburgh," to various persons, of manors in Kent, 
Surrey, and Sussex. — Close Roll, 24 Hen VI., m. 20 d. 

1447. Demise by Nicholas Wymbussh, clerk, to *• Matilda, wife of Thomas 
Ratfordi Esmiire, kinswoman and heir of Reginald Curteys," of certain manors 
in Hants, which he (Nicholas) had jointly with Sir Thomas Camoys. Thomas 
Cliaucer, Esquire, four clerks, Reginald Curteys. Esquire, and others deceased, 
by Fine, by grant of John Kyngesmyll and Cecily his wife to them and the 
heirs of the said Reginald : to hold to Matilda for the term of Nicholas's life. 
Dated 20 Nov. 26 Hen. VI., but not enrolled on the Close Rolls till 32 Hen. 
VL, m. 23 d. 

(Undated. ) Petitions of Reginald Curteys and Maigaret hia wife to the King. 
-^Ancient Petitions, Nos. 9323, 9416. 

^ In the Receiver's Accounts of Henry, Earl of Derby, 15-18 Ric. II., there 
are entries of payments of an annuity to Thomas Courtoys, of Cornwall, ami 
Matilda his wife. The last Receiver's Account of John of Gaunt is dated 15-16 
Rio. II. It records payments of annuities of 10^. to Sir Thomas SwynfonI and 
lOOZ. to Sir John Beaufort ; a large payment to Richard Whittyngton, mercer, 
of London ; and a payment to John Curteys, Butler to the Duke. 




Ivi WcLs Thofnas Chaucer Eegimild CuHeys^ Junior ? 

Courteys, Esquire, is mentioned along with Thomas Chaucer, Esquire, 

in deeds of 1417. 

If Thomas Chaucer was the missing Reginald Curfceys, Junior, 

it would follow that he adopted or was brought up in the name of 

Chaucer, This would account for the omission of the Chaucer arms 

on his tomb ; and as the Eoet arms are found thereon, it is probable 

they were those of his mother. Now, assuming that hia mother was 

Philippa Chaucer, it would further follow either that she was married 

to some one named Curteys before she was married to Geoffrey 

Chaucer, or that Thomas was illegitimate. It is not, however, 

necessary to suppose that he was the son of Reginald Curteys, 

senior," for this definition merely denotes the existence of a younger 

person of the same name, who may have been Reginald's nephew, or 

some other relative. 

Here we may recall the tradition that Thomas was not the son of 

Geoffrey. He may, however, have been Geoffrey's stepson. K he 

were illegitimate, the absence of any claim on his part to the De Roet 

inheritance, on which Nicolas insists, is accounted for. But is it 

necessary to make such an assumption ? On Sir Payne Roet's death 

his lands in Hainault would be divided between Katherine and 

Philippa, if they were his coheirs, and this may have taken place 

before the latter*s marriage to Geoffrey. It is curious that a charge of 

illegitimacy was brought against Sir Thomas Swyiiford, Katherine^s 

son, which was denied by the patent of his half-brother, Henry IV., 

who therein speaks of Katherine as ''beloved mother."^ When, 

therefore, Sir Thomas Swynford claimed an inheritance in Hainault, 

we must not assume, as Nicolas does, that it would have been open to 

Thomas Chaucer to claim a share in it, since his mother's portion may 

have been severed and disposed of many years before, unless it can 

be shown that Sir Payne Roet was then quite recently deceased. 

No more apparently can be said in favour of the possible 

alias^ and without some confirmation it will hardly find general 

acceptance. It may be urged against it that though a change of 

surname is intelligible, a change of the Christian name is extremely 

ualikely. As however there still seems to be a belief that Thomas 

was not the son of Geoffrey, some portion of the argument may be 

serviceable to those who hold that opinion. 

^ The children of Katherine Swynford by John of Gaunt were legitimated by 
Act of Parliament. 



John of Gaunt. Thomas Cliaucer^s Apjjointments, Ivii 

As Thomas no doubt remained in the Duke's service till the 
latter*s death, it will be useful to note that the Duke remained in 
Aquitaine till Christmas, 1395, wheu he was recalled, and visited 
the King at Laiigley. He then retired to Lincoln, and in January, 
1396, married Katherine Swynford, Thomas Chaucer probably being 
present at the marriage. Towards the end of that year the Duke 
accompanied King Richard to Calais, In March, 1398, he was 
appointed Lieutenant of the Marches towards Scotland, and, in 
August, Constable of Wales. He died at Ely House, Holborn, in 
February, 1399. 

That Thomas held several important offices under John of Gaunt 
is apparent from King Richard's grant to him on 20th March, 1399, 
when, on the death of his master, they were taken from hiin by the 
King, and given to William le Scrope, Earl of Wiltshire, who in the 
same year was beheaded by order of IDuke Henry, son of John 
of Gaunt. An annuity of 201. was granted by Richard XL to Thomas 
Chaucer in recompense for the loss of these offices, and it was to be 
received out of the farm of the town of Wallingford. Soon after 
Henry became King, he gave Thomas the office of Constable of 
Wallingford for the term of his life. There are two patents of this 
and other offices, which were probably those of which Thomas had 
been deprived by the late King. Notwithstanding this restitution, 
Henry confirmed to him Richard's annuity of 20?., and in the 
Duchy Registers there is a warrant for the payment of one instalment 
of it, due at Easter, 1400.^ 

This brings our knowledge of Thomas Chaucer down to the date 
of Geoffrey's death. How he afterwards became Chief Butler of 
England, a Member of Parliament, and Speaker of the House of 
Commons, and what extensive properties he possessed, need not be 
here detailed, seeing that it is proposed to collect all the docnments 
relating to him in another volume. 

Thus I have endeavoured to explain the various records composed 
in this volume, and which, as they stand, would naturally be 
unintelligible to most people. So far as I know, 

This is all and som ; there n'is no more to sain ; 

but, like Nicolas, we may still look forward to further discoveries at 

^ Some later grants to Thomas Chaucer are noted by Nicolas (pp. 87-89) 
and by Prof. Skeat (p. xlviii). 
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Thanks to Helpers, 



the Public Eecord Office, and perhaps in other quarters. Some 
attempt has been made to show the conDexion of these records with 
other sources of information, and I trust the general result will 
prove useful to all Chaucerian students. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my obligations to Dr. 
Furnivall for constant advice, for instituting various inquiries, and 
for the clear descriptions which he has placed at the heads of all the 
pages. For sundry references I am indebted to Mr. G. H. Overend, 
F.S.A., and Dr. E. E. Sharpe. Most of the Issue EoUs and Eeceipt 
Eolls, not to mention other unindexed rolls and records, were 
searched by my son, Mr. Ernest F. Kirk, who has also extracted 
many of the docnmentB, 

E. E. G, Kirk. 

27, Chancery L(me^ 
London^ Jime 1901, 
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The Public Eecords still continue to furnish additional notices, 
wliich are of use in filling up the existing gaps in the life of Chaucer, 
The factSj however, which are thus derived from the still unexplored 
MS sources, can only be obtained with great difficulty. Work of 
this description, without referential aids to afford a clue to the con- 
tents of the various classes of records, must at all times be exceed- 
ingly laborious, and only too frequently the results fail to repay the 
time and labour expended in searching. The particulars hitherto 
gleaned from such sources by Chaucer's biographers, were doubtless 
only brought to light by much research, and yet from the references 
given, it would seem that but a few classes of records — though 
perhaps the most important ones, — have been thoroughly sifted, 
thus leaving ample opportunities for further searches to future 
gleaners, Nearly all the documents printed in 1803^ by Godwin, in 
his Life of Chaucer, were taken from the Patent, Close, and French 
EoUs; later on, in 1843, an examination of the Issue EoUs of the 
Exchequer added many material facts, which were then made 
public for the first time by Sir Harris Nicolas in his Memoir of 
the Poet. This Memoir contained a complete collection of all the 
documentary evidence bearing on the Life of Chaucer known at 
that period, and the Chancery Miscellaneous Eolls, the Wardrobe 
Accounts, and the Duchy of Lancaster Eecords, were also included 
in the field of research. Though from this it would appear, that all 
the most productive sources of information have been exhausted, 
stiQ, there are vast collections of records which remain to be ex- 
amined ; that they should have been left imtouched can hardly be 
wondered at, if we consider the dubious chances of success, and the 
time which would be required to complete such a task. Almost any 
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class may contain important notices, and consequently an exhaustive 
search which should include every document falling within the 
period of Chaucer's life, can be the only means of making sure, that 
we know all that can ever he known about him. With this view a 
further search has been undertaken, by the direction of the Master 
of the EoUs, at the request of the Chaucer Society, and from the 
success which attended Mr Furnivairs recent labours, it may be 
reasonably expected that the productiveness of the mine will con- 
tinue. The documents now printed are the first results of this 
search. 

The proceedings in the robbery trial were led up to, by an entry 
in the enrolled account of Chaucer as Clerk of the King's Works. 
This entry, discovered by Mr Furnivall, enabled me to trace out the 
Petition in which Chaucer prayed to be forgiven the repayment of 
the sum of £20 of the King's money, of which he had been robbed 
near to the " fowle Ok," and through this Petition the proceedings 
in the King's Bench were disclosed. 

The entries connected with the trial of the gang of highwaymen 
concerned in this and other robberies, are somewhat lengthy, owing 
to the numerous adjournments, and the formal character of the 
pleadings in matters of this nature • the whole of the documents 
have however been copied as they appear on the Rolls, — except that 
the abbreviations have been extended, — so that those who may not 
have the opportunity of consulting the originals, may see the mode 
in which such pleadings were entered up in early days. I have 
also thought' it well to add a brief summary of the main points in 
the trial of the robbers. 

Before commencing this account it may perhaps be useful to say 
a few words with reference to the Rolls from which these proceed- 
ings have been collected. The Coram Rege, and Controlment Rolls, 
which have furnished these materials, are the two classes of Records 
upon which the various matters on the Crown side of the Queen's 
Bench are recorded. The Coram Rege or Crown Rolls, as they are 
also called, extend in an almost unbroken series from the reign of 
Richard I to the present time, and upon them are entered all indict- 
ments, informations, and other similar proceedings to which the 
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parties have pleaded, thus fttmishing a formal record .of the matters 
which have heen adjudicated or determined in the Crown side of 
this Court. The Eolls are made up in two divisions, the first con- 
taining the civil matters, the second the criminal business. The 
Controlment Eolls are usually considered as Calendars to the Crown 
Eolls, and to the indictments ; as they contain short minutes of all 
the proceedings, entered when and as the pleadings are brought into 
Court, or as the matters arise. They are however distinct Kecords, 
containing as they do matters of Eecord not entered upon the Crown 
Eolls ; this is especially noticeable at the date of their commence- 
ment, — in the reign of Edward III, — and for some time subsequent 
to that period, when they not only contain almost the whole of the 
matter which appears in the criminal part of the Crown Eolls, but 
also much that is not given there at all. Such is the case during 
the reign of Eichard II, and therefore nearly all the documents 
bearing on the robbery trial appear on the Eolls in duplicate. For 
this reason all the entries on the Crown Eolls which are here printed, 
have been examined with the Controlment Eolls, and any additional 
information furnished by the latter has been added, such additions 
being in all instances given between brackets, to denote the source 
from which they have been derived. With this digression we may 
at once proceed with our narrative. 

Turning to the Controlment Eoll of the 14th year of Eichard II, 
we learn that Chaucer was robbed on two occasions, the offenders 
being members of a gang of highwaymen, by whom a series of 
robberies had been committed in several counties. As was not 
unusual in cases of this nature, one of the gang became approver or 
prover, and accused his accomplices of the same crime for which he 
had been indicted, in order thus to obtain his own pardon. Accord- 
ing to this system of approvement the appellee, or person accused, 
unless he had reasonable and legal exceptions to make to the person 
of the approver, was compelled to put himself upon his trial either 
by battle or by the country ; and, if vanquished or found guilty, had. 
to suffer the judgment of the law, while the approver received pardon. 
On the other hand, if the appellee were conqueror, or acquitted by 
tlie jury, the approver received judgment to be hanged, upon his 
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own confession of the indictment j for the condition of his pardon 
failed, viz. : the convicting of some other person. 

In the case of Chaucer's robbery^ one Eichard Ererelay became 
approver, and, in the words of the Eecord, " came before Edmund 
Brudenell the King's Coroner, and acknowledged that he was a felon 
of our lord the King, for that he, on Tuesday next before the feast 
of the i^ativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the fourteenth year 
of the reign of King Eichard the Second, feloniously despoiled 
Geoffrey Chaucer of ten pounds in ready money, at Westminster, 
and that he is a common and notorious thief, and he appeals Thomas 
Talbot of Ireland, otherwise called Erode, Gilbert, clerk of the same 
Thomas, and William Huntyngfield, for that they, together with the 
said approver, at Hacchesham in the county of Surrey^ on Tuesday 
next before the feast of the ^Tativity of the Elessed Virgin Mary in 
the year aforesaid, feloniously despoiled the aforesaid Geoffrey 
Chaucer of nine pounds and forty-four pence, whereof each of them 
bad for his share 4 marks 5 shillings and 10 pence." In addition to 
these, this entry contains several other appeals by the same approver, 
for horse-stealing and other offences, committed by members of the 
same gang. Thus we find that a foreign merchant was robbed at 
Berkweywey, Co. Herts, of three horses, respectively described in the 
record as a Dunhors^^ a SJcewedhors"^ and the third a black 
horse ; two friars travelling between Shaftesbury and Salisbury had 
their horses stolen at a place called le Donne " ; further, two of the 
gang lay in waiting on the highway between London and Kingston 
upon Thames, at Coumbe Park, and took from Thomas More a 
servant of Eobert Parys,* a black horse of the value of 40 pence, 
and a sword with a buckler of the value of two shillings ; a certain 
chaplain unknown lost his sword and buckler, also a silver spoon 
valued at 15 pence; two men of !Flanders were robbed of 40 
^^fmnkys" in French money valued at 10 marks. These and similar 
charges were brought against his former colleagues by the approver 
Brerelay, who seems to have assisted on each occasion j and the entry 

' Skewball, bay or brown and white. 

^ A Koberfc Paiys was marshal of the King's Bench at this date ; he was 
fined for the escape of Thomas Cotyngham, one of the robbers mentioned in 
these pleadings, who had been placed in his custody. 
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concludes vdiAi the list of the approver's property at the time lie was 
taken into custody, the items heing : — ^six marks nine shillings and 
two pence in ready money, two horses valued at £3, one knife called 
a Dagger, and one cloak of the value of half a mark. 

Of the seventeen persons concerned in this batch of robberies, 
only two claim our especial attention — ^Brerelay and Huntyngfeld, — 
the two prisoners who were tried for robbing Chaucer ; it is true that 
the names of two of their accomplices are set out in the Controlment 
Boll, but as they are not mentioned in the subsequent pleadings, 
their conviction cannot be traced. With regard to Brerelay, the 
course he adopted to escape punishment only tended to hasten his 
end. The appellee in the Berkweywey robbery, one Adam Clerk, 
when he was brought up for trial, pleaded not guilty, and declared ^ 
that he was ready to defend himself by his body against the approver ; 
thus demanding the wager of battle. A duel was accordingly fought 
between Brerelay and Clerk at Tothill on the 3rd of May, 1391 ; 
the result being that the approver was vanquished, and forthwith 
received judgment to be hanged. Though Clerk escaped punishment 
in this instance, it was but for a brief period ; in the next term he 
was tried with Thomas Cotyngham, another of the gang, for breaking 
into the house of John Stapelton at Tottenham, and stealing 10 
marks in ready money, ten pairs of sheets, two furred robes, one 
cloak belonging to the wife of John Stapelton, eight mazers mounted 
in silver and gilt, eight silver spoons, and three rosaries with gold 
and silver rings ; these items being valued at £40 ; a sorrel horse 
with saddle and bridle, valued at forty shillings, also formed part of 
the property stolen. This time Clerk was found guilty by the jury, 
and received judgment to be hanged. The fate of William Huntyng- 
feld cannot be traced with the same certainty, as that of his accom- 
plice Brerelay. The Eolls show that he was convicted of the numerous 
felonies for which he was tried, including the Westminster and 
Hatcham robberies, but the result of these convictions does not 
appear. His position was however different from that of Brerelay, 
inasmuch as he was able to put forward the plea of benefit of clergy 
by way of arresting judgment. The first effect of this plea was, that 
he AVits committed to the custody of the Marshal of the King*s Bench, 
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until the Court should determine whether he might he allowed to 

clear himself in this manner. The entry however which furnishes 
this information is cancelled on the Koll, denoting that the point 
was subsequently settled ; and we accordingly find on a later EoU 
that Huntyngfeld appears as "clerk convict,"* thus showing that 
his claim to be accounted a clerk had been admitted. Usually, in 
such cases, the convicted clerk was at once delivered to his ordinary 
to make purgation ; but in this instance Huntyngfeld was again 
committed to the custody of the marshal of the Court. From 
this it would appear that his plea of clergy did not avail him, 
although, as the law then stood, a clerk had every chance of escaping 
any severe punishment. This privilege of holy church was however 
not allowable in all felonies whatsoever; at this date, insidiatio viarum, 
or lying in wait for one on the highway, was one of the crimes ousted 
of clergy ; Brerelay*s conviction of this offence is therefore sufficient 
to account for the fact that he was not delivered to his ordinary in 
the usual manner. There are also other points in these records 
which seem to prove, that Huntyngfeld did not expect to reap much 
benefit from the clerical privilege. In February 1391 we find one 

' The following extract from the Rolls of Parliament, 27 Hen. VI (1449), 
shows the evils which had arisen from the lenient manner in which these felons 
were treated : — 

" Clerks convicts, — Also preyen the Commens in this present Parlement, 
that for asmoche as Murdres, Manslaghtcrs, Koberies and other Theftes, wyth- 
inue this your Bewme dayly encrecen and multiplien, by thoo Felons that ben 
Clerkes and can rede, by cause of ye grete boldnes of thair Olergie; whech 
Felons, of thair Robberies leven a certeyn somme of money with thair Re- 
cetteurs or Frendes, savely to be kept, and sent unto thaym, at what tyme 
hit shall fortune hem to be taken for the Felonyes doon by theym, and therof 
to be atteynted or convicte, and commytted after the lawe of the Church to the 
Ordinarie, to be dispended for thair purgation ; and what tyme the seid Felons 
been so purgeed, they murdren, sleen and robben your Liege people, withoute 
any drede or mercy, and kepen of thair Robberies doon after their said purg- 
ation, another somme of money, to make their purgation agoyn, yf it fortune 
theym to be attaynted or convicte eftsones of any suche felony e, yn fynall de- 
struction of your seide people in every part of this Rewme, yn so moclie that 
tho persones that been so robbed, nowther the frendes of thaym, nowther the 
frendes of thaym that ben so slayn, daren not take uppon hem to labour ayent 
suche Felons, for drede of deth, seyng howe bold manaces and thretnynges, 
the seide Felons after thair seid purgation, and also byfore thair purgation, 
putten unto your seide people." — The Commons therefore pray that the king 
may ordain, that any person committed to the ordinary a second time, should 
be kept safely in prison and not suffered to make any purgation thereupon. — 
[Rot, Pari. Vol. 6, p. 161 &.] 
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Eichard Manneston brought up by the sheriffs of London, for con- 
veying William Huntyngfeld in a boat to Lambeth, and there keep- 
ing him in hiding and maintaining him, and this, with the full 
knowledge that he was a common thief. As this took place previous 
to Huntyngfeld's conviction, Manneston was allowed to be dis- 
missed, on finding sureties for his appearance whenever ho might be 
required; but when that time arrived, in June 1394, Manneston and 
his sureties were outlawed for non-appearance. From the last entry 
which I have hitherto succeeded in finding in connection with these 
proceedings, it appears that Huntyngfeld, in conjunction with several 
other felons^ broke out of the King's Bench prison at Southwark, afc 
midnight on Wednesday the 2nd of August 1391 ; he was re-captured, 
and thereupon summoned to answer this further felony, but the result 
of this charge has not been traced. Though there is therefore some 
uncertainty as to his fate, there can be little doubt that Huntyng- 
feld's end was the same as Brerela/s. Such aie the details of these 
robberies as they appear in the Rolls. Though somewhat meagre, 
they still throw some additional light on an event in Chaucer's life, 
and on this account alone they will doubtless be of interest to 
Chaucer students. 

Walford D. Selby. 

2bth November^ 1874. 



THE 'fOWLE ok' ROBBEUT. 



I. 

1391, January 6. — Writ discharghig Geoffrey Chatj^ 
CEBy Clerk of the King's Works, frcm the re^ay- 
ment of the £20 of tohich lie had been robbed near 
to the ^foivU Ok! 

Pur txEFPRAT ) Eicliard par la grace de dieu Roye, &c. 
Chaucer. / As Tresorer & Earons de nos^re Escheqer, 
saltiz. Snppliez nous ad nos/re ame Clerc 
Gbffrat Chaucer, clerc de noz ou^eignes, qicome le 
tierce iour de Septembre dareiii passez, [1390] le dit 
GelFrey estoit robbez felonousement pres de le fowle Ok 
de vyngt liures de no^e tresor, & de son chival & 
autres moebles, par ancuns notables larons, come pleine- 
7?2ent est confessez par bouche dun des dits larons, en 
p>'^sence de no^^re Coroner & autres noz Ofi&ciers a 
Wesmonster en no^e Gaole illoeqes; a ce qest dit, 
I^ous plese lui pardoner les dites vyngt liures, & lui 
descharger en son aconte a no^^re Escheqer de les vyngt 
liures susdites; la quele supplicacion nous auons de 
no5^e grace especial grantez & ottroiez. Et pur ce 
vous mandons, que le dit Goffrey facez descharger en 
son aconte a no^'^re dit Escbeqer de les vyngt liures 
susdites, & eut estre quites enuers nous par la cause 
auantdite. Done souz noste priue scale a nosfie Manoir 
de Eltham le vj iour de Januere Ian de nostie regne 
quatorzisme. 

[Exch. Q, E. Memoranda EolL 14 Eic. 11. Hilary. 
Brevia. Eoll 20.] 
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Sum 



(20 Jan., 
1391) 



Cap. 
Cap'. 



1390 to 1595. — Proceedings connected with the trial of 
the prisoners concerned in the Chaucer robberies. 



Writ of Capias to the sheriff of Sttrrey, commanding 
him, to take William Huntyngfeld and his ^pledges. 

Rot Plac. coram Rege Mich, 14 Ric. 11. 

Rutulus placitorum coram Domino ^ Adhuc de termino 



Eege apud Westmonasterium V Sancti Micliaelis. 
de termino Sancti Michaelis ) Eex. rot. 19. 
anno regni Regis Eicardi secundi quai-todecimo. 
W. Clopton. 

If. Txeceptum est yicecomiti quod non omitta^ &c ; 
qnin capza^ Willelmum Hontyngfeld si &c. Et salvo 
&c. Ita quod ha&eat corpus eius coram Domino Rego 
in Octab/s sancti Hillaru nbicumqwe &c ; ad responden- 
dum Domino Eegi de quibusdam felonw^ vnde indzc^a- 
tus est, et ad &3Ltisfaciendum Domino Eegi de redemp- 
cione sua, pro eo quod non yenit in Curia Eegi>'5 coram 
Eege ad diew sibi prefixuw, sicw^ manucaptus fuit. Et 
eciam qmd non omitta^ &c. quin capza^ EobeHitm 
Fereby de Gomitatu 'Ehomci, Johannem Hill de Comt- 
tatu Comub^e, et Eobertwm Isbam de Gomitatu Nor- 
hamptonie, si &c. Et salvo &c. Ita quod ha6eat cor- 
pi?ra eorwm coram Domino Eege ad prefatwm ierminum, 
ad BB.ti6faciendum Domino Eegi do xedemj^cione sua, pro 
eo q2^od non ha&uerwn^ in Gnxia 'Regis coram Eege, 
prefatww Willelmum Hontyngfeld, ad diem sibi pre- 
fixuw, sicw^ euw msnuceperunt. 



11. 
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THE SHERIFF*S RETURN. 



III. 



Suir. 



Ex* 
(6 Oct., 
1391) 



Midd. 



Return to the preceding writ, of non est inventus, with 
jprecept to ike slieHff of Surrey to jmt William 
Huntyngfeld in the exigent, in order to his outlaicry. 
Rot Plac, coram Rege HiL 14 Ric, IL 

Eotiiliis placitorum coram Domino \ Adhuc de termino 



Eege apud Westmonasterium > Sancti Hillarii. 
de termino Sancti Hillarii anno * Eex. rot. 17. d. 
regni Eegis Eicardi Secnndi quartodecimo. W. 
Clopton. 

ff. "Pieceptum fait yiceconiiti quod non omitteret &c ; 
quin caperet Willeilmum Hontyngfeld si &c. Et salvo 
&c. Ita quod ha&eret corpus eius coram Domino Eege 
ad hunc diem, scilicet in 0cta&/5 sancti Hillaru u"bi- 
cumqwe &c. ad TQsponderidum Domino Eegi de quibus- 
dam felonm unde indic^atus est, et ad sa^tis^Siciendum 
Domino Eegi de redempc^owe sua, -pro eo quod non 
Yenit in Curm Eegis, coram Eege, ad diem sibi pre- 
fixuwi, sicw^ m.a,niL€aptus fuit. Et ipse non vemY. Et 
Yicecomes retornamY, quod ipse non est inventus &c. 
Ideo ipreceptum est yicecomitif quod exigi faciat eum de 
Gomitatu in Comitatum quousqwe &c ; utlage/wr si non 
&c. Et si &c; tunc eum capiat. Et salvo &c. Ita 
quod ha&eat corpus eius coram Domino Eege in Octabis 
Sancti Michae?is ubicumque &c. 



Writ to the sheriff of Middlesex for the apprehension 
of Richard Brerelay, William Huntyngfeld, and 
others, with proceedings ihe/reon and return of out- 
lamy. 

Controlment Eoll. 14 Eic. II. Hilary, rot, 16. 
ff. VxQceptum est xicecomiii qmd non omitta^ &c. quin 

deuemf pronator plocitowt 

cap^a^ Eicardum Brerelay, WilleZw^m Huntyngfeld, 



CHAUCER ROBBEL AT WESTMINSTER. 



Thomam Talbot, Irisshman, Alexandrum Wolf, slias 
dictum Wolfey, de Comitatu Eboract, Remicum Barry, 

plaeitavit 

Tboma??2 Cotyngham^ et WiHelmum Hareby si &c. Et 
salvo &c. Ita q^uod ha&eat corpora eovum coram Domino 
Rege, a die Pasche in xv. dies, ubicumque &c. ad re- 
spondmr?wm Dommo Eegi de quibusdam felonns, unde 
indic^ati sunt. Per Eecordwrn anno xiiij^ Ad q^uem 
diem nullum hreve in octabis tnntfatis votulo viij. Ad 
quern diem breye, exigantur in octafti^ Hillam, rotulo iij. 
Ad quern diem yicecomes retoxnavit, quod die Jouis in 
(30 Kov., festo sanc^i Andrei Apo^^oli, anno xv**, pred?'c^i Thomaj? 
1391) Talbot et alii uilagantur'^ prout patet per brem Eeg^ 
utr. temi7^o Hillam mno xv®. 



Inrolmmt of the Indictment of Richard Brerelay and 

others J for the robbery of Geoffrey Chaucer at 
Westminster, and commitment of Brerelay. 

Mot Plac, coram Rege Pasch, 14 Ric, IL 

Eotulus placitorum coram Domino ) Adhuc de termino 
Rege apud Westmonasterium J Pasche, Rex. rot. 1. 
de termino Pasche anno regni Regis Ricardi secundi 
quartodecimo. W. Clopton. 

Midd. IT. Jnmtores diu^rsorww Hundvedonim Comitatus 
predic^i, alias, scilwjet termino sancti Hillar?!z anno regni 
regis nunc quartodecimo, coram Dommo Rege apud 
We&tmonasterium prcBentaverunt, quod Rica^^c^us Brere- 
lay simul cum bIHs ignott^, die Martis prox^ma ante 
(6 Sept., festum "SMvitatis heate Marie virgmis, anno reg^ii 

1390) xegis nunc quartodecimo, felonice depredauit Galprjdot 
Chausbr de decern lihus in pecunia numerata apud 
Westmonasteriumf et qwod est commwms et notorius 
latro. Et qwod Thomas Cotyngham simul cum oliis, 
(24 Nov., die Jouis in vigilia sawc^e Katerine virginis anno supra- 

1390) dtc^o, domos Rogeri apud le Kage in Holboume.ex^m 
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barram felonice noctanter fregf^, et vnmn equm Wil- 
lelmi JTortoii armigeri j^recii quatuor meLrcarum, et duos 
equos Johannis de Grendone preen centum &olido7'imi, 
ihidem existente*, felomce fnmtm fuit, et quod est com- 
munis latro. Per quod — 'Pieceptum fuit yicecomiti qjtiod 
non omit^eret &c. quin caperet eos si &c. Et modo, 

(13 Apr,, scil^cet die Jouis proxima post quindenam Pasche isto 
1391) eod^m termino, coram Domino Eege apud Westmowa^- 
terium, Yeniunt pred^c^i Kicarc^us et Thomas, -per balZj- 
vum libertatis AbSatis Weatmonasferiensis de West- 
monasterio, virtute bret;is sibi inde directs, duct^, qui 
committuntwr Mo^Tescallo. Et statim per Menescalhrn 
duett venmw^ ; et allocuti sunt separatim, qualiter de 
felonia predicts se velint acquietare, dicunt separatim 
quod ipsi in nullo sunt inde culpabiles, et de hoc ]^onunt 
se super pa^riam. Ideo yeniat inde Jnvata coram 
Domino Eege apud Westmowas^en'w??!,. die Yene?*is tunc 
proxma seqtten^e. Et qui &c. ad xecognoscendum &c. 
Et super hoc predtcti Eicarc^us et Thomas committuntwr 
Mar*. Moxescallo &c. [Ad quern diem nullum hxeve, in octa- 
his Michaelis ; in Octahis Hillaru* ; in xv. Pasc/ie. Ad 
qMew diem coram Domino Eege, yenit Eobertus Parys 
nuper 'KenescaUu^s Domini "Regis, coram ipso Eege, et 
cognoy^Y qwod predicfas Thomas a custodm sua euasit. 
Meo idem Eobertus in miser?'cor(^?a, et afFora^wr per 
Justician'os ad c.s. ; prout pate^ per lotulum finium 
termino Hillarw mno xv., et qwod idem Eobertus de 
corpore predzc^i Thome exoneret?^r. IcZeo capm^wr 
ooMMs Txinitatis, Poste^t in octahis M.ichaeUs, Ad 
qttem diem mno xviij*, milium bre«;e contra die??z lune 
prox^m6 post tres %&ptimanas sanc^i Michae?2S, Ad 
qwem diem breve, exigafur octabis Txinitatis , xotulo 
xvij. Ad quem diem Vicecomes retornam^, qwod die 

(8 Apr., Jouis proxima post festum sawcti Ambrose' Ep/5coj9i 
1395) g^j^^^ xviij**, predic^us Thomas vitlagatur ; prout pate^ 
utl*. per bret?ia Regis termino TxiiLitatis mno xviij*,]^ 
» Controlment Roll, U Ric. II. Easter, rot. 26. 
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VL 

Entry of fine against Robert Parijs, Marshal of the 
Kin^s Bench, for the escape of Thomas Cotyngham, 
(See No, F.) 

Controlment Eoll. 15 Eic. 11. Fines. Hilary. 

London \ De eodem Roberto [Parys] de euasione Thome 
Midd. J Cotyngham de felom'a indtc^ati, et pro eadem 
in custodia sua com??^issi, et ab eadem custo- 
dia euasi, vnde per ao^itionem suam pro- 
priam est conuictns c, s. 

VIL 

Inrolment of the Indictment of Richard Mannestone for 
endeavouring to assist William Uuntyngfeld in 
evading punishnimd^ by conveying him in a boat to 
Lambeth^ and there heeptng him in hiding. 

Rot Flac, coram Rege Pasch, 14 Ric, II. 

Eotulus placitonim coram Domino \ Adhuc de termino 
Eege apud Westmonasterium > Pasche. Eex. rot. 
de termino Pasche anno regni ) . 16. d. 
Eegis Eicardi secundi quartodecimo. "W. Cloptoii. 

Midd* IT, Jmatores diuersorw?/^ Hnrkdredomm Cemitatus 
predtc^i, alias, soiUoet termino sancti HillanV anno 
vegni legis nunc quartodecimo, coram Domino Eege 
apud WeBtsxLonasterium, i^^eaentauenmt, quod Wille?- 
(24 Nov., miiB Huntyngfeld et al//, die Jouis in vigih'a mncte 

1390) Katerine yirginis, anno regni legis Eicar^^i secundi 
quartodecimo, domos Eogeri apud le Kage in Hoi- 
bourne extra barram Momce noctanter freg«V, et vnum 
equwm Wiilelmi Norton armigeri ^reoii quatuor mar- 
carwm, et duos equos Jolia^^ms de Grendon iprecii cen- 
ium solidon^m ihidem existentes felonice fwratiis fuit, 

ROBBERIES. 2 
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Et qwod itica?'c?us Manneston de Comitatu Lancas^We, 
(13 Feb., die Lune in prima septima^ia quadagesime anno supra- 

1391) dictOj sciens -predictum. Willehnum Huntyngfeld felonias 
et robe?ias predicte fecisse apud Westmojiab'terium 
manutenuit sustinuit et confortauit, et predtc^wm 
WiHelmum Huntyngfeld usqwe Lambbethe in quodam 
batello nauigaiiit 3 et -predichim Willehnum Huntyng- 
feld vt non csLj^eretur rescussit, et est coinmunis latvo. 
Ver quod, preQeptum fuit \\cecomitiy qwod non omittere^ 
&c. quin caperet prefatwm 'BxQardum si &c. Et modo 
sciKcet die lune pro^ima post tres septi??ianas Pasche 
isto eodem temino, coram Dommo Bege apud West- 
monasterium, yemt pred/c^us Eicarc?us Manneston, per 
yiceeomitibus London^'e, virtute breads T>omin\ Eeg^5 
eisdem v\Q>ecomitihu8 direct^, ductw^, qui com???ittitz*r 
MsLTescallo. Et statim per M-Bxescallum ducttw venzV, 
et bRociUtis est quahVer de felomis predic^is se velit 
acquietare. Dicit quod ip^e non tenetwr inde respon- 
dere, quousqwe pred^cfus WiUeZmws de principali iaato 
felon^e pred/c^e superius ind^cfatus, utlage^2«r, vel alio 
modo committatwr, et petit ipsizm dimitti per manw- 
capcionem, Et super hoc yQixerunt Joba?^?^es de Saltby, 
WilleZmws Langley de Comitatu Suthamp^o?u*e, Tbomas 
de Barley de Gomitatu Eborac^, et Wille?mitts de Sutton, 
et m^miceperunt pro predic^o Eicarc?o ; Habendi corpus 

Man*. eius coram T>ommo Rege in octabi^ saTic^i Hillarzi ubi- 
cumqt^e &c. [Ad q?Aem diem non vent*. Ideo ipse et 
m^nucaptores sui cap^an^wr in xv, Pase/ie. Ad qwem 
ditm nullum brez;e, in octahis Trinifatis lotulo v. Ad 
qt^em diem breye, exiganfur octabis Hillarn', votulo iiij. 
Ad quern diem anwo xvj., bret;e tarde, exiga7itur octahis 
MichaeliSj lotulo ij. Ad qusm diem mno xvij. breye 
tarde, e.xigantur octabw TTinitatiSy lotulo xxij. Ad 
quein diem vicecomes retornamY, quod die Jouis proxz- 
(4 June, ma post fe^^wm sancte Petronille virgtnis mm xvij., 

1394) predic^i Eicare^us Manneston, WilleifmMs Langeleye, et 
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Thomas de Berleye xitlagantur ; prout patet pe?' breyia 
utr. Itegts termino Trinita^^* mm xvij*'.]^ 

VIII. 

Record setting out the appeals made by the approver 
Brerelay as to the rohheries of Geoffrey Chaucer 
at Westminster and HatcJiam, and the mivierous 
other felonies committed hy the gang ; with the 
particulars of these rohheries, and the judicial pro- 



Controlment Roll. 14 Eic, IL Easter, rot. 22 d. 

Midd. IT. Ricarc^us Brerelay qui in custodz'a M.BxescalU 
Domni RegiV, coram ipso Rege certis de causis com- 
missus fiiit, vemY coram 'EAmundo Brudenell CoTonatore 
ipsius Regz5, coram ipso Rege, die sa'b&ati -proxima post 
quindenam Pasche, anno Tegni xegis Rica^'tii secundi 
post oonquestum quartodecimo, ex spontanea voluntato 
sua cognovit se esse felonem Domini Reg/5, de eo quod 
(6 Sept., ipse die Martis -proxima ante festum 'Nsitivitatis heaie 
1390) Marie virgmis anno regni predict! 'Regis supradic^o, 
felonice depredauit GAtiFHJD^M Chausbe de decern lihris 
in pecunia nunwata apud We^imnnasterium, et q?wd 
est comm^mm et notorius latro ; et deuenit probator, et 
appella^ Thomam Talbot de Hibemia, alias dictwm 
Erode ; Gilbertttm, cle>ic«m ipsius Thome, et WilleZmi^m 

placiiavit. ^ "" ' 

Huntyngfeld, de eo quod ipsi simul cum pr^'fato pro- 
Surr. batore apud Hacchesham in Gomitatu ^Su^re^e, die 
(6 Sept., Martis proxima ante festum NMvitatis heate Marie 
1390) Yivginia anno supmdtc^o, felonice depredauerwn^ pre- 
fatum Galfridctm Chauser de ix. li. et xliij. d., vnde 
qxiilihet eovu^n liabnit pro parte sua iiij maxcas v, s. 
X. d. — Item prediotMB probator appellat prefatum Wil- 

•plaeitavtt ^ ^■ 

lelmum Huntyngfeld, Thorn aw Talbot, Gilbe7't?an, cl-sri- 
c?*m ipsius Thome, Henvicum Barry de TLibernia, et 
' Controlment Roll, 14 Ric. IL Easter, rot. 27, d. 
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PELONIES COMMITTED BY THE GANG. 



Hertford. 

(25 IJTov., 
1390) 



(8 Sept., 
1390) 



(1390) 
Wiltes\ 



(29 Sept., 
1390) 
Sutht\ 



•piaeitavit 

Adam Clerk sgnuentem T^ redicti Thome Talbot, de eo 
qiwd ipsi simul cum prefato probatore apud Berkwey- 
wej in Comitaiu Hertford, circa festum mmte Katerine 
virgmis anno regni p?'ed*c^i Eegt* suprad^c^o, felonfce 
fura^* fuertt?i^ de qnodam mercatore extmneo, vnum 
equMm precw xL s. vocatuin Dunhors, et alterum equm 
vocatum Skewedhors jprecii xx. s., et vniiw equwm ni- 
grum precw j. marce; vnde eos appellat. — Item pre- 

-piaeitavit 

dictu.8 probator appellat prefatu?n Wille?m«.m Huntyng- 
feld, de eo q^od ipse simul cnm prefato probatore, de 
quodam homiwe ignoto apud Sleperesden, circa festum 
'Nativitatis beate Marie Yuginis anno regni predzc^i 
"Regis quartodecimo, felon^'ce fura^* fmmnt j. marcaw^ 
in pecunia numerata ; vnde pred^o^us WilleZm?is ha&uit 
dimidiam marca/w, et predictus probator residuuwA &c. — 
Item appellat Joha?i?iem Curteys de Kent, somnowr, et 
Johawnem Yerdon de Hibemza, de eo quod ipsi simul 
cum prefato probatore, circa sextuwi diem Mail anno 
Tegni xegis Eicard^i sec^ndi terciodeci?no, apud le Donne 
inter Shaftesbury et Salesbury in Comitatu Wiltes, 
felonice furati in&^unt duos equos precz^' iij. li. de 
duobtt* fra^ribtts ibidem venient«62«5, de qua summa, 
quilibet ^omm haSuit ad partem sua??i xx. s. ; vnde 
eos appellat.— Item appellat pred^ch^m Wille???i?/m 

•piaeitavit. , ' 

Huntyngfeld, et Walterwm atte Watere, Goldsmyth, 
sumtyme dwellynge in Arundelle, de eo qtiod ipsi 
simul cum prefato probatore, die Yene?'is circa iedxixsi 
sawc/i MichaeZis anno xegni jegis Eicarc^i secMwdi 
quartodecimo, apud Basyngstoke, felomce furati fuerM?i^ 
duos equos preen iij. marcan«m in quadam carecta 
ihidem existente^, de quodam homi^ze ignoto, vnde 
quilibet eort^m haftuit pro parte sua j. maream &c. — 
Item die domimca tunc prozima seq^ien^e, pred^c^us 
probator coram prefato Corona^ore cognom^ se esse com- 
miineiicn, insidiatore?» viarwm, et de huiusmodi insidio 
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placitavit 

\iarum appellat j^redictum WUlehnum. Huntyngfeld, et 
precipue, de eo quod idem WUlelmus simul cum pre- 
(9 Oct., fato probatore, circa, festum sancti Dionisii anno xegni 
1390) j,^g^ nunc xiiij., viam inter London* et Kyngeston' 
super Thamisiam apud Coumbeparke felomce insidi- 
&Ti&runt, ad quemcumqtie ligeum Eegis per eandem viam 
venientew depredand?i??2, et ip§os de honis et catall^^ 
suis nequiter et felonice spoliando^. Et super hoc, 
iidem probator et Willelnms, eodem tempore, quemdam 
Thomaw More seruientem Roberti Parys de quodam equo 
nigro prec'Ai xL d., et vno glad*o cum parma ^recii ij. s., 
per huiusmodi insidium viamm,apud Kenyngtonfelon/ce 
depredat^ inemnt ; vnde idem probator ipswm Wille/- 
muuif de huiusmodi insidio viarwrn^ et felonid predicted 
in forma predicto perpet?rtta, appellat &c, — Item idem 
probator appellat JohannQm Haytfeld de Comitatu 
Eborac^, et J ohawwem Colet, de eo qitod ipsi simul cum 
p?*efato probatore, inter Hannul in the Hoke et villani 
de Southampton', duos homines de Elandria de xL 
frankys de moneta franc2e precii x. maicarum, circa 
iestum Pasche anno legni regis nunc xiij., felonice de- 
predati f\LGTU7it ; vnde quilibet eovum ha&uit pro parte 
sua xl. s., et predic^us p?'obator residwwm. — Item pre- 
dictwk probator appellaif Thoma??z "Wetham, Trauailynge- 
man, de eo qwod ipse simul cum prefato probatore, apud 
villam de sawc^o Albano, anno ieg9ii regis nunc tercio- 
decimo, de quodam capelhwio ignoto, quemdam gla- 
dium cum parma preen xl. d., et quoddam cocliare 
argentewm, ip^ius capellarzi, preen xv. d. felon^ce ixxmU 
fuerww^ \ vnde predic^us Thomas h«&uit pro parte sua 
ij. s,, et predzc^us probator residuum. — Item die lune 
tunc ^roxima seqwente, pred^c^us probator, coram pre- 
fato Corona^ore, appellat Simone?n Taillour de Bristowe, 
ITiohoZawm BuUehogge, Bakere, de eo quod ipsi simul 
cu??i prefato probatore, apud le Mersshe inter Motes- 
Sutht'. hounte et Romesheye in Comitaiii Suthamj?^owte, quen- 
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(3 Apr., 
1390) 
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THE APPROVEK's PROPEKTY, 



dawi eqam Grey colons precu ij. marcamm, de boms et 
cataHis caiusdam hominis ignoti, circa festum Nsiivitatis 
(24 June, sancti Johannis Baptis^e vlti??io preterito, felonice 
1390) fumti fuerunt ; vnde eos appellat. Et qnesitum est a 
prefato probatore p<3?* predjc^wia Coronaforem, si ipse 
vlterius appellare velit ; dicit quod non &c. Quesittt??i 
est eciam a prefato probatore per prefatw??i Corona^orm^ 
si ip^e aliqua tetiias sen tenemew^a bona et catalia ha&eat, 
necne ; dicit qiwd nulla hafeet terras seu tenemerz^a, set 
dic?'^ quod ipse tempore quo ipse commissus fuit prisone 
Abba^s Wesimonasteriensis de Westmonasterio, ha&uit 
bona, et catalia, videlicet: — vj. marcasix. s. ij. d. in pecu- 
nia numerata ; duos equos precw iij. li. ; vnuiw gladtt^m, 
et vnum cultellw?M Yocatum Dagger preen ij. marca?'Mm ; 
vnam armilausam -precii dlmldie marce, et que deuenerim^ 
ad manus -predicti Abba^is ; vnde Domino Eegi responst- 
bilis est &c. Per Bagam de Secre^w de isto eodem anno. 
Per quod i^receptum est yiGecomitt, quod non omitta^ 
&c. quin cap^a^ si &c. in octabis tTinitatis, Ad quein 
die77i versus Talbot et edios in Comiiatu Surreze, nullum 
hxeve in octaMs M.ichaelis, lotulo xvj. ; et Ye7*sus Talbot 
et sdios in Comitatu HertforcZ', nullum breve contra, 
eundew xotulo eodewi ; et versus Curteys et aKos in 
Comitatit Wiltes', nullum breve contra eundem xotulo 
eodem; et versus Watere et 2lios in Comitatu Suth- 
amjpton\ nullum breve contvdi. eundem lotulo eodem ; ad 
quern die??^ versus Walterwm atte Watre et alios in 
Comitatu Bnthampto7i\ breve, exigardur in octahis 
Tvinitatis xotulo vij. Ad quern diem versus Curteys et 
sdios in Comitatu Wiltes*, exigantur ootahis Timitatis 

Totiilo iy et in Comitatu Hertford' versus Talbot, 

breve, exigatur in octahis Trmitatis xotulo x ; et versus 
Talbot et alios in Comitatu Surre^'e, brei;e, exigantur in 
octaftz* Tiinitatis lotulo xxij ; Ad quem diem versus 
Walterwrn atte Watere, Johawnem Haytfeld, Johannem 
Colet, Simonem Taillowr, et NichoZawm BuUehogge in 
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utr. Comitatu Buthamptome^ \itlaga7itur die lune proxma 
(22 Apr., post {eshim sancti Alphegi 'Epi$coj)i ^nno xv. ; proiit 
^^^^) pate^ per br-et?ia Eegzs termiwo Trinitatis mno xv. ; et 
y&rsus Johawwem Curteys, et Johawwem Yerdon, vice- 
comes TGtornavit, quod die Martz^ proxma ante fe^^wnx 
(14 May, sawc^i Dunstani Ep*5copi a727eo xv., in Comitatu Wiltes ; 
1392) utr. -Q^iagaria pate^ per brevia Keg*s termi?20 TrimYa^iS aw«o 
XV. ; et -verms Thomanx Talbot, Gilbertwrn, cleriowm 
ip^ius Thome, Henr/c?im Barry, et Thomam Wetham 
yicecomes Hertford' xetoinavit, quod die Jouis j^roxima 
(16 May, ante iestum sanoti Dunstani ^i^iscopi mno xv., utla^aw- 
1392) utl . ^^.^ . pate^ per brez?ia Eeg*s termiwo Trinitatis mno xv. ; 

et versus Thomam Talbot, et Gilbe?'tzfm, ele?*icwm ip^ius 
Thomoj viceeowe^ Surre^e retornat?^^, qwod tercio die 
utr. April'is mno xv., utlagmtur ; pate^ per breuia supm- 
dzc^a. 

IX. 

Richard Brerelay appeals William Hungtyngfeld for 
certain higJiway robberies at Ooumbe Park, and 
Kennington ; ahoy the same approv&r^s appeal 
against Adam Clm% for the BerJcweywey robbery , 
resulting in a duel fought at TothilL 

Rot, Plac, coram Rege Pasch. 14 Ric, II, 

Eotulus placitorum coram Domino -j Adhuc de termino 
Rege apud Westmonasterium 5- Pasche. Jlex, 
de termino Pasche anno regniJ rot. 9. 
Eegis Eicardi secundi quartodecimo. W. Clop ton 

Surr. ff. Eicarc^us Brerelay qui nuper in custodia MarescaZZ* 
DoTWzni Eegis coram ipso Eege certis de causis commissus 
fdt, alias venit coram Edmw?zdo Brudenell Corona^ore; 
ip^ius Eegis, coram ipso Eege apud W^imanasterium,' 
isto eodem termino, et spon^awea voluntate sua cognorz^ 
se esse felone??z et co?n?7mwem insidiatorem viarwm, et de 
huiusmodi insidio viarwm devenit probator, et appella^ 
y^iMehnum Huntyngfeld, precipue, de eo quod ipse 
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(9 Oct., simul cum p>'efato prol3atore, circa festum mncti Dionisii 

^^^^) anno tegni regis nunc c[uartodecmo, yiam inter London* 
et Kyngeston' super Thamisiani apud CoumlDeparke 
felonice insideauerMTz^, ad quemcumqwe ligeuw Domim 
Eegi* per eaudem viam Yemeniem depredandwwi, et 
ipsos de bon^s et catalk*^ suis nequiter et felonice spoli- 
ando5. Et super hoc iidem probator et "Wille?mtAS, 
eodem tempore, quendam Thomam More seruiente??i 
Roberti Parys de qaodam equo nigro precii xl. d., et 
vno glad^'o cum parma precu ij. s. per huiusmodi insi- 
dium yiaxum apud Keyngton' felon^ce depredatus fuit ; 
vnde idem probator ipsum WilleZ?w«m de huiusmodi 
insidio YisLVum, et felonia predicta in forma predicta 
perpetrata appellai &c. Per quod — Precep^wm fuit 
vicecow*^^ qzw?d non omitte^^e^ &c. quin caperet prefatum 
Wille?mwmsi &c. Et modo scilicet die Jouisproxma post 
(20 Apr., tres septiwa/ias Pasche isto eodem termiwo, coram Domi- 

1391) Eege apud Westmoiiasteriumy \Qnit predtc^us WilleZ- 

mu8 Huntyngfeld per vicecomit/6«i« Londome ductt«5, 
vw'tute breyis eisdem inde directs, qui committitwr Mar- 
escallo. Et statim per MaresGalluju ductus ven?Y, et 
quesitwm est a p?'efato p7*obatore si ip^e appellum suum 
ipredictum vc**sns eum prosequi voluerit, necne, qui 
dicit quod sic. Et super hoc pred^c#us "Wille?m««s allo- 
cutus est qualite?* de felonia predicta se velit acquietare, 
dicit qwod ip^ in nullo est inde culpabilis, et de hoc 
■pomt se super patriam. Ideo venza^ inde Jmata coram 
(23 Apr., Dommo Eege a die Pasche in vnu??2 mensem ubicum- 

1391) qy^Q g^Q^ qui &c. ad recognoscewc^wm. Et super. hoc 
pred^cif^ 'Ricardu^ Brerelay, et Wille?mws Huntyngffeld 

Mar'. remittunttir Mare5ca??o &c. [Ad quern diem, ven?^ pre- 
d«c^us "WilleZmws et Jurati yeniunt et dicunt, quod p?'e- 
dictns WilleZmws culpabiK^ est. Et super hoc idem 
Wille?mttS dicit quod clencus est, et sine ordinar/o re- 
spondere non potest. Et super hoc interim committitwr 

Mar*. MarescaZ?(), quia GuTia nondum avisatwr ad clerimoniam 
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suam in hac parte allocandam.] ^ Ad quern diem coram 
Dojnmo Kege apud Westmonastenu7n, Yenit predv'c^us 
WilleZmws in ciistodia Ms,TescaUi. Et yicecomes retor- 
navit nomiwa Jmatorum quomm nuUiis &c. Ideo 
Jura^a pred^'c^a ponito in respec^wm coram Do7nmo 
(30 'Apr., Eege, ixsqite a die Pasche in quinqwe se-ptlmanas tunc 
1391) i^roximo ^^quexdes ubicumqwe &c. Et sup^r iioc pre- 
dzc^us WilleZmus interim committitwr Mare^caZ^o. Ad 
quern diem coram 'Dommo Eege apud Westmojia^^e?'- 
mwi, vemY predtc^us 'WiWelmm Huntyngfeld in custodza 
'M.dixescalU, et simikYer Jura^^ y^munt qui ad hoc elec^i 
triati et Jurat z^, dic«?z^ super ^SiQ.mmentum suu??^, q«od 
predic^us Wille^mws culpabihV est de felon ?*a predicta. 
Et quia pred^c^us WilleZmws, de diuersis aim felonm 
et roberiis, in diue?'sis aim CGmitatihm regni Angh'e, 
videk'cet Midd?eseic', Hertforcf , Surr', Suthamj9t(?n', et 
Ijnkingliam! pe?^petrati5_, per predic^wm probatorewi ap- 
pellatus existit. Ideo pred/'c^us WilleZmws committitwr 
MjSiXeseallo. Et interim — '^xeceptum est vic^comiti Comt- 
tatus pred*cZi,qw(?d non omitta^ &c. quin venire fac^a^ &c. 
xxiiij^"^ &c. de visne^o &c. ad recogno^ce/icZwm &c. 

[rot. 9.] 

Hertford', ff- EicarcZus Brerelay qui in custodtce M-Bxescalli 
J)omim Regis coram ipso Eege certis de causis commis- 
sus fuit, alms ven/^ coram YAmundo Brudenell Corona- 
tore ipsius Eeg/s, coram ip&'o Eege, et deuenit probator, 
et appellat Adam Clerk, seruientem Thome Talbot, de 
eo qtwd ipse simul cum prefato probatore, apud Berke- 
weywey in Gomitatu Hertford*, circa fes^wm sa?zcZe 

(25 JTov., Katerine virgmis anno re^?2/ Tsgis Eica?*c^i secwndi 

1390) quartodecimo, felonice fura^«s fuit de quodam mercatore 

ex^raneo, vnum equwrn preen xl. s. yocatum Dunhors, 

et altcrum equm Yocatnm skewedhors ^recH xx. s., et 

vnum equm nigrum preciY j. marce ; vnde eum appellat. 

Per quod — Precep^wm fuit Yicecomiti, qmd. non oniit- 

' Controlment Roll, 14 Ric, TI. Easter, rot. 28. This entry 
iii struck out on the Roll. 
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t&i'et &c. quin caperet eum si &c. Et modo sciKcet die 
(21 Apr., Veneris proxzma post tres septima?das Pasche isto eodem 

l^^l) termino, coram Domino Eege apud Westmonastermmy 
\euiunt tain predic^us probator in custody Ma^TescalU^ 
quam predtc^us Adam per vicecomites Londonie, virtnte 
Lrei^is eis inde direct?, ductus, qui committitwr Mares- 
callo, Et statim per Mare^caZZwm ductz^s vemY. Et 
quesitum est a prefato probatore, si ipse appellum suum 
predic^um versus prefatum Adam manutenere velit, 
necne, qui dicit qwod sic. Et super hoc quesitum est a 
prefato Ada, qualiter de feloma predicta per prefa- 
tum probatorem sibi imposita se velit acquietare ; dicit 
q?^od ipse in nuUo est inde culpabilis, et hoc paratus 
est defendere per corpus suu??^ versus prefatum proba- 
torem, vt homo fidelis versus felonem et probatorem 
Domini Eegis, et vadiat ei inde duellu?» &c. Et pre- 
dtc^us p?'oftator dicit, qwod predicts Adam culpabilis 
est de felonm pred^c^a per ipswm ei imposita, et hoc 
pa?'atus est probare versus eum per corpus suu?w, vt felo 
Domini Kegis versus felone???., et 2Ldmittit de eo vadium 
&c. Ideo fiat inde inter illos duellum ; per qtiod, datws 
est dies tarn prefato probatori, q%am prefato Ade Clerk 
(3 May, apud TothiU, die Mercurit proximo post quinqwe septi- 

1391) mawas Pasche, ad duellum predic^um perficiendwrn &c. 

Et dictum est MarescaZZo, qitod arraiare facza^ eos, prout 
moris est, contra eundem diem. Et tarn predicZus pro- 
bator quom predtc^us Adam interim committuntwr 

Mar'. Mare^caZZo &c. Ad quern diem Mercurw coram Domino 
E,ege apud TothiU', YQnerunt tam pred^cZus probator, 
qwam pred^c^us Adam, in custodia MarescaZZ^ ; et prout 
moris est arraiati, et duello inde inter eos percusso; 
predtc^us Adam deuicit prefatwm probatorem. Ideo 
S™ idem probator suspendatwr ; et inquira^^r de terns et 
catallis suis &c,^ Et predic^us Adam quoad sectam 

* The extract from the Controlment Roll, which is given 
at the end of this Record, follows on at this point. 
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ip^ius "Ricardi eat inde quietus, set pro aliis diuersis 
felonns ^redictns Adam interim commitfcitiir Marescallo 
Mar*. &c. [Et prediWus Adam interim com???ittitwr Mare- 
scallo ; postea termi?io Trimtatis tunc proximo sequeute 
suspenses est ; pate^ xotulo xxv. inter placita Eegis.] ^ 

X. 

Inrolmmt of the Indictment of Adam Cleric — the victor 
in the Tothill duel — for certain felonies committed 
at * le Kage ' in Holborn, with his acquittal. 

Rot Plac. coram Rege Trin, 14 Ric. II. 

Eotulus placitorum coram Domino \ Adhuc de termiiio 
Eege apud Westmonasterium > Sancte ' Trinitatis. 
de termino Sancte Trinitatis J Eex. rot. 15. d. 
anno regni Eegis Eicardi secundi quartodecimo. 

W. Clopton. 

Midd. ff- ^yyratores diuersorwm lS.\niAiedorum Comitatus "pre- 
dictif isto eodem termino, coram Dommo Rege apud 
Westmonasterium, -pTeBentaverujitj quod Adam Clerk 
nuper serviens Thome Talbot, Irisshman, simul cum 
(24 'Nov.y sliis ignot^, die Jouis in vigilia sancte Katerine 

1390) virg/ms anno re^m legis B,icardi secundi post conq?^cs- 
tum quartodecimo, domos Eogeri apud le Kage in Hol- 
bot^rne extra barram veteris templi London', noctanter 
felonice fregit, et vnum equum WilleZr/ii Norton armi- 
geri "precii quatuor marcarw?i, et duos equos Johannis 
de Gendoii prec?'/ centum solidormn, ibzc^em inuentos, 
felonice fxirattts fuit, et quod est cowmw7iis latro. Per 
quod — Vieceptum fuit Yicecomiti, quod non omitterei 
&c. quin caperet eum si &c. Et modo scil/cet die Veneris 
(16 June, ^roxim^ post fes^wm sancfi Barnabe Apos^oli isto eodem 

1^^-^) termino, coram Domino Eege apud Westmofiasterium-j 
veuit predzc^us Adam in custodi'a M-SLiescalUy qui alias 
in custodia sua cerfcis de causis commissiis fuit, ductus^ 
* Cotitrolmeut Eoll, U Ric. IL, rot. 28, d. 
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et allocutus est, qualiter de felonia predicta se velit 
acquietare ; dicit quod ip^e in nullo est inde culpabilis, 
et de hoc poniY se super pa^riani. Ideo Yemaf inde 
Jumta. coram Domino Hege apud Westmo7iQsteriumf die 

(17 June, Sahbati ^rozima post iestuTo. mnaH Barnal)e ApostolL 
^^^^) Et qui &c.j ad TQQO^oscendum &c. Et super hoc pre- 
d'/c^us Adam interim com?>zittitwr Mare5ca?Z(9 &c. Ad 
quern diem coram Domino Eege apud "Westmc>?^a.9^er^^^m, 
yBJiU pr6d2c^us Adam in custod^a 'M.BxescallL Et vice- 
comes v^iomavit nomiwa ^matorum quorww nullus, 
Ideo Jurafa predicfa ponit2*r in respec^wm cora?/j 
Domtno Rege, usqwe diem lune proximo ante iestum 

(19 June, TS^iiivUatis mmH Johawwis Bap^«*te tunc proxtwzo 
^^^^) seqwen^e?7i. Ad quern diem coram Dc>wmo Rege apud 
Westmowa^'^ermm, ve«iY predic^us Adam per Mare^- 
callum ducti«5, et similiter Jura^i Y^mtmt qui ad hoc 
eleciJi triati et ^mati, dlcunt super sacramew^wm smm, 
qwod pred?c^us Adam in nullo est inde culpabilts, nec 
Qme/us ea occflszone se retraxit. Ic?eo consideratum est qwod 
^ ^' predzc^us Adam eat inde quietus &c. 

XI. 

Inrolment of the Indictment of William HuntyngfeM 

for robbing Geoffrey Chaucer at Westmimter^ 

with conviction of HuntyngfeM, 

[rot. 18.] 

Midd. ff- timatores diuersorum HundreoJorwrn Gomitatus pre- 
dict, alias, scilicet termino mndi HillarzV anno regni 
regis nunc quartodecimo, coram Dommo Eege apud 
Westmonasterium, ipTesentaveruntj quod Wiilelmiis 
HuntyngfeM cum oliis ignotis, die Martis j^roxima ante 
festum 'Ssktivitatis beate Marie virgiwis anno regni regis 
(6 Sept., Eicarc^i secwndi post conqz^e^^wm quartodecimo, felonice 

1 390) depredauit Galfridctm Chauser de decern libr/^ in pecu- 
nia numerata apud Westmonasifermm, et qwod est com- 
mun\B et notoiius latro. Et qwod predic/us Wil]e?ratrs 
Huntyngfeld, et alw, die Jouis in vigilia sawc^e Katerine 
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(24 !N"ov., virgmis anno legni regis B,icardi secundi quartodeci??zo, 

1390) domos Rogeri apud le Kage in Holbowrne extra barram 
felonice noctanter f regit, et vnum equm WiUehni !N"ortofi 
armigeri ^recii quatuor maircarum, et duos equos Jolia?^- 
nia de Grendofi -precii centum solidorwm, ibic^em exist- 
ent es, felonice f mains fuit, ei quod est Gom7nunis latro. 
Per quod — Treceptum fuit yicecomiti, quod non omit- 
ieret &c. quin caparet eum si &c. Et modo scilicet die 

(17 June, Sab&«ti iproxima post festum sancti Barnabe A^ostoli 

1391) jg^Q eodem termino, coram Dommo Eege apud West- 
xaonasterium^ Yenit ipredictixs WilleZmws in custod^a 
MaxescalU Domini Reg/s, qui sdias in custodi'a sua com- 
Twissus fuit, duct2*s et allocutz^s est, qualiter de felon^a 
predicta se velit acquietare ; [eo quod ipredictus probator 
iam suspensw* est] dicit quod ipse in nuUo est inde cul- 
pabilis, et de hoc pomY se super pa^riam.' Ideo venm^ 
inde Jura^a coram Domino Eege apud Westmonasteriuniy 

(20 June, die Martis -pronima ante iestum sancti Johannis Bap- 
^^^^) tiste, Et qui &c.; ad lecognoscendmn &c. Et super 
Mar*. hoc predtc^us 'WilleZm^fs interim committitur Mare^- 
eallo &G. Ad qae??^ diem coram Domino Eege apud 
Westmonasteriumy yenit pred^c^us Wille^mtts in cn&todia 
MaxescallL Et yicecomes retornaviY nomiwa J uratorum 
quorwm nullws &c. Ideo Jurata i^redicta, ponitt^r in 
respec^wm coram Domino Eege, usq^^e diem Mart^;5 tunc 
-proxiim sequentem. Et super hoc ]^redicfm Willelmus 
interim comwittit^^r MBxescallo, Ad quern diem coram 
Domino Eege apud 'Westnwnaste7'iumj yenit p?*ed?'cfus 
Wille?mtts Huntyngfeld in custodm MaxescalU^ et 
siaalitev Jumtores yeniunt qui ad hoc electi triati et 
Jurafiy dictmt super ssLcmmentum suuw, qwod predic^us 
"Willetows culpabihs est de felony's ipredictis. [Ad 
quern diem clericus conuictw^, qui committitwr Mare*- 
callo ; in octahis JAichaelis ; in Octabis HillanV ; in xv. 
Pasp^e ; in Octabis TTinitati^.y 

* Controlment Roll, U Rio. II. Trinity, rot. 33, d. 
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XII. 

Richard Brerelay appeals William Huntyngfeld for the 
robbery of Geoffrey Chaucer at Hatcham, result* 
ing in the commitment of Huntyngfeld for the same, 

[rot. 18.] 

Smx. IT. Eicarc^us Brerelay. qui in custodza Maiescalli 
Domim Reg^^s, sliasy certis de causis comwissus fuit, 
y&nit coram 'Rdmundo Brudenell Covonatore ip^ius 
Regt^, coram ipso Eege, et cognom^ se esse felonem 
ipsius 'RegiSy et appellat Wille?mwm Huntyngfeld; de 
eo quod ipse simul cuw prefato probatore apud Hac- 
chesham in Com it atu Surre^e, die Martis proxmcf ante 
(6 Sept., iestum '^skiivitatis beate Marie virgmis anno wgni regis 

1390) Ricart^i secMwdi post conquestum quartodecimo, felonice 
depredauerM?iif Galfrjdijm Chauser de nonew libm et 
xliiij. d. ; nide quilibet eorwm ha&uit pro parte sua 
iiij marca^ v. s- x. d. Per quod — Tiecepium fuit vice- 
comiti, quod non omittere^ &c. quin caperet eum si &c, 

(17 June, Et modo sci?^cet die Sab&ati proxma post festum Bancti 

1391) Barnabe Aposto]i isto eodem termiwo, coram Domino 
Eege apud Westmmiasterium, renit pred^c^us WilleZmwa 
in custody MaxescalUj qui alias in custodia sua com- 
missus fuit, ductus, et quia predzc^us probator iam sus- 
pensus est, pred^c^us Willelmus allocuti^s est, qualiter 
de feloma predicts se velit acquietare ; dicit quod ip^e 
in nullo est inde culpabilis, et de hoc pouit se supe?" 
paMam. Ideo yeniat inde Jurafa coram Domino Eege 
in Octabf^ mncii MichaeZis ubicumq?^e &c. Et qui &c. 
ad lecognoscendum &c. Et super hoc -predictus WilleZ- 

Mar*. mm interim comwittitwr Mavescallo &c. 

[Ad quern diem paneZZwm in octaUs Hillarn ; in xv. 
Veische ; in octahis Txinitatis^^ 



* Controlment RoU, 14 Ric. II. Trinity, rot. 29. Cancelled 
on the Roll. 
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XIIL 

Brerelaifs further appeals against William Himiyng- 
feld for other robberies at Berkweywey, Basyng- 
stohey and Bleperesden, 

[rot. 18.] 

Hertf. ff» Ricar^?us Brerelay qui in custodza Msisescalli 
Idomim IRegis, coram ip^jo Eege, ccrtis de causis coni- 
missus fuit, alias venit coram Udmundo Erudenell 
GoiovLatore ip^ius Eeg/^^ coram ipso Eege, et cognovit 
se esse felonem Domini Eegis, et appellat WilleZ?«.Mm 
Huntyngfeld, de eo quod ip^e simul cii?n prefato pro- 
batore, apud Eerkweywey in Comitatu Hertford', circa 
(25 !N"oT., festum sancte Katerine virgmis anno xegni legis ^icardi 

1390) secwwdi post conquestum quartodeci??zo, felontce fnvatits 
fuit de quodam Mercatore extraneo, ynum equm p?*6C2'^' 
xl. s. Yocatum Dunhors, et alti^ru??* equm Yocatum 
skewedhors preen xx. s., et Ynwn equwwi nigruwi precu 
j. marce; vnde eum appellat. Per quod — Vrecej^ticm 
fuit Yicecomiiiy qwod non omittere^ &c. quin caperet 
eum si &c. Et mode scih'cet die sab&ati proxma post 

(17 June, feff^wm sar^c^i Barnabe A^ostoW^ isto eodem termiwo, 
^*^^^) coram J) amino Eege apud W^Bimonasteriwriy \emt p?'e- 
dic^us WiHelmus in custodm Msnescalliy qui alias in 
custod/a sua com?mssu3 fuit, ductus. Et quia pre- 
d/c^us probator iam suspensus est, predzc^us Wille?mws 
ad sec tarn Domini Eegis instanter aUocutw^ est, qualiter 
de felon/a predicta se velit acquietare ; dicit quod ipse 
in nullo est inde oulpabilis, et de hoc pon?'^ se super 

(6 Oct., pajfriam. Ideo XQuiat inde Jurafa coram Domino Eege 

1391) octab^s sawc^i Michae^is ubicumqwe &c. Et qui &c. 
ad recognoscendum &c. Et super hoc predzc^us Wil- 
lelmus committitur Maivescallo &c. [Ad quein diem 
nullum hievBf in ociahis Hillarn; in xv. Pasc/te; in 
octa&/s TiinitatisJ\ * 



» Controlment Roll, U Rio. XL, rot. 29. CanceUed. 
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[rot. 18. d.] 

Sutht*. ff. Eicarrfus Brerelay qui in custody M.BX€scaIU 
Domini 'Regis^ coram ip^o Eege, certis de causis com- 
missas fuit, alias Yenit coram Edm^wc^o Brudenell 
Coxonafore ip^us Eegis, coram ip^o Rege, et cogaovU 
se esse felonew Domini Eegis, et appellat "WilLelmum 
Huntyngfeld ; de eo qiiod ipse simul cum prefato pro • 
(30 Sept., batore, die Yenem circa iestum mncti Michae^is anno 

1390) xegni xegis Eicart^i secundi post conquestum quarto- 
deci?no,apud Basyngstoke felonicefa^a^^^6fuit duos equos 
ij^recii iij. msxcaru7n, in quadam carecta ihidem exist- 
entes, de quodam homine ignoto. Per quod. — 'Pieeeptum 
fait yicecomiti, quod non omittere^ &c, quin caperet 

(17 June, eum si &c. Et modo scih'cet die SabSati p^vxima post 
^^^^) festum samti Barnabe ApostoM isto eodem termi?zo, 
coram Dommo Eege apud Westmonasterium, yenit pre- 
d*c^us WiUe^mws in custodia MBxescaUi, qui alza^ in 
custod/a sua commissus fait, ductus. Et quia predzc^us 
probator iam suspensus est, predtc^us WilleZmws in- 
stanter allocutw^ est ad sectam Dom*ni Eegis, qualiter 
de felonm predicts se velit acquietare ; dic^^ quod ip«e 
in nuUo est inde culpabih'^, et de hoc pomt se super 

(6 Oct,, patriam. Ideo Yeniat inde Jurata coram Domino Eege 

1391) Octabw sancti MichaeZis ubicumq?ie &c. Et qui &c. 
ad Tecognoscenduni &;c. Et super hoc pred2C^us WilleZ- 

Mar\ muB interim committitzir MarescaZZo &c. [Ad qwem 
diem paneUum, in Octahis Hillarn ; in xv. Pasche j in 
Oetahis Tnnitatisy 

[rot 18. d.] 

Buk'. if, Eicardus Brerelay qui in custodia MarescaZZ^ Dommi 
'Regis, coram ip^o Eege ce^tis de causis commissus fuit, 
alias yenit coram 'Edmundo Brudenell CoronaZore ipsius 
Eegis, coram ipso Eege, et cognovit se esse felonem 
Domim Regis, et appellat WilleZmwm Huntyngfeld, de 
eo quod ipse simul cum prefato pi'obatore, de quodam 
' Controlment Roll, 14 Ric. II,, rot 29. Cancelled. 
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homine ignoto apud Sleperesdeii', circa feskmi Natm- 
(8 Sept., tatis heate Marie virg^?^is anno legni regis "Ricardi 

^^^^) secujidi post conqweston quartodeci??zo, felomce inmtus 
fuit vnaw marca??? in pecunia numerata ; vnde pre- 
dictua WilleZniMs habuit dimidiam marcawi, et prediatvis 
pronator residuum &c. Per quod — 'Pieceptum fuit 
yi(iecomiti quod non oniitterej5 &c. quin caperet eu??i si 
&c. Et modo scih'cet die Sab&a^i if^ro'xxma post fes^wiu 
(17 June, sa?ic^i Bamabe Apos^oli isto eodem temi/io^ coram 

1391) Domino Eege apud Westmowas^m'ttm, vem^ pred^c^us 
Wille^mws in custodm MarescaZZi, qui oHias in custod^a 
sua comwissus fuit, ductw^. Et quia predac^us probator 
iam suspensus est, predic^us WilleZmws ad sectam 
Dommi Eeg?'s instanter allocut?iS est, quaK^er de felon?t» 
p?'edicta se velit acquietare ; dicit qzfod ipse in nullo est 
inde culpabilis, et de hoc pon^^ se super pa/riam. Ideo 
(6 Oct., YQniat inde Jurajfa coram Domino Rege in Octabz's 

^^^^) mmii Michae/is ubicumque &c. Et qui &c. ad recog- 
XLOscendum &c. Et super hoc predic^us WilleZmws in- 

Mar\ terim committitttr M.B.resccdIo &c. [ad quern diem nullum 
breve, in octabis Hillarii, in . . . 

XIV, 

Inrolment of the Indictment in connection with the rob- 
bery committed by Adam Clerk — the appellee in the 
Berkweywey robbery — at Tottenham, withjvdginent 

thereupon* 
[roi 25.] ^ 
Midd*. ff. Smatores diuersorwm Hundrec?on^m CoTnitatm pre- 

didiy isto eodem termi?20, coram Domino Rege apud 

Westmowo^^en'Mm, ^re^Qntaverunt, <]iiod Adam Clerk 

de Hibemia, et Thomas Cotyngham, cum alws ignot/5, 

nocte diei Veneris i^oximo post festum sanctQ Lucie 

(16 Dec, virgmis anno regni regis Ricarc?i secrmdi quartodecimo, 

1390) domum Johamis Stapelton de Todenham, apud Toden- 

' Controlment Roll, U Ric. II., rot 29. Cancelled ; the last 
part of the entry is gone, the Roll being decayed. 
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ham, felonice fveg&runt, et ipsum Johannem de decern 
mRTcis in pecunia numerata, decern ipanbus linthiam- 
inum, ij. togis furratz^ pro uxore dic^i Johaw?us, vna 
armilausa^ p?^o eadem vxore, viij. maseris^ argenti liga- 
tis et deaurat^'s, viij. cocliam^ argenti, tribz^^ paribus 
precMw^ de laumbre* anulis aurm et argenteis, ad valen- 
ciam quadraginta lihxanim ; necnon de vno equo sorello 
cAim vna cella et freno precu xl. s., felonice depredati 
fuemw^, et quod sunt communes et notorii la^rones. Per 
quod — Ycee^fum fuit yicecomiti quod, non omittere^; 
quin capered eos si &c. Et modo sciKcet die Mercmii 
(28 June, lyroxima pest iestum ^atimtaiis mncti JohanniB Bap^iste 

J 391) istoeodem termi?J0, coram DowzmoEegeapud Westmowas- 
teriumy vemunt pred^cti Adam et Thomas in custodm 
MsiYescalU, qui siiias in custod^a sua commissi fuerunt, 
ducti, et allocuti sunt separatim, qualiter de feloma pre- 
dt'c^a se velint acquietare; dicw^ qmd ipri in nullo 
sunt inde culpabiles, et de hoc ponwTZ^ se super pa/riam. 
Ideo vernal inde Jura^a coram Domino Eege apud 
WeBtmonasteriumf die Jouis proximo seqwen^e. Et 
qui &c. ad xecognoscendum &c, Et super hoc predic^i 

Mar*. Adam et Thomas interim com??^ittuntur Marescallo &c. 

Ad quern diem coram Domno Kege apud Westmo^a^- 
ieriumf renerunt pred^c;fi Adam et Thomas in custodia 
MaxescdUi. Et vicecowies retornav^^ nomina, Jura^o?'wm 
quo mm nuUti^ &c. Ideo Jura^a predic^a ponitwr in 
respec^wm coram Domino- Eege, usqwe diem Sab&ati 
tunc proximo seqwentem, Et super hoc predwj^i Adam 

' A cloak. 

* Mazers, or drinking vessels formed of wood, especially the 
knotty-grained maple, mounted with bands and rings of pre- 
cious metals, enamelled, chased, or graven, — Promptorium 
Parvuhntm, 

^ A rosary, or pair of Beads called MfteenB^ containing 
16 Pater-nosters, and 150 Aves. — Blount, 

* Amber. Ducange gives : — " Unum par Pater noster de 
Amlre, Id est, sacrorum globulorum series quam Galilee vulgo 

dicimus Chapelet^^ 
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ei Thomas interim committimtttr Maxescallo. Ad quern 
diem coram Domino Eege apud WeBtmonastermm ve- 
nerunt -predtcti Adam et Thomas in custodm MarescalU. 
Et BimHiteT Jmati venerufd qui ad hoc electi triati et 
Juratiy dicunf super. BeuOTamentum sxmm, qwod predicfas 
Adam culpabil^s est, et quod predictns Thomas in 
nullo est inde culpabil^s, nec ea occasione se retraxit. 
Ideo comideratum est quod predictvLS Adam Clerk 
suspendatwr ; et quod predic^us Thomas do Cotyngham 
eat inde quietus &c, 

XV. 

JSntry relating to the escape of William Huntyngfeld 
and others from the King's Bench prison at South- 
wark, loith proceedings thereon. 

Rot, Plac, coram Eege Mich, 15 Ric. II, 

Rotuliis placitorum coram Domino \ Adhuc de termino 
Eege apud Westmonasterium > Sancti Michaelis. 
de termino Sancti Michaelis 3 Eex. rot. 3. 
anno regni Eegis Eicardi seoundi quintodecimo. 

W. Clopton. 

Surr^. ff. Alias coram WilleZmo Cheyne, MchoZao Slyfeld, et 
socu'$ suis, JustictanY^ Domini Eeg^5, ad paceni ip^ius 
Eegis in Comitatu Surreze conseruandam assignai/^, 
(22 Sept., apud Guldeford, die veneris proxima post iestum muQii 
1391) Mathei Apostoli anno legni jegis Eicari^i secmdi quin- 
todecimOj extitit presenta^«m ; qiJtod WilleZmtis Hunt- 
yngfeld, WilleZmws Poggere, Daidd Walsshman, Thomas 
Cotyngham, et WilL3?mz*s Hyne qui in custodia Thome 
Hattere, et TLagonis J'remyngham, seruientm/?* sub 
MarescaZ/o Domini Eeg^5, coram ip^o Eege, apud South- 
werk pro diuersis felonm ex precepto Domini Eeg^5 com- 
missi fueruut^ ei extiterunt, predicH 'Wi^elmm Hunt- 
yngfeld, WilleZmMS, Dauid, Thomas, et WilleZm?/s, ex 
assensu et voluntate dzc^orww Thome et Hugonis, die 
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(2 Aug., Mercum proxma- post festum sancti Petri Aduincwla, 

1391) medie noctis, anno vegni regis Eicarc?i secwwdi 

quintodecimo^ prisonam banci Domini Eeg^5 apud South- 
werk felonice fregerimt, et extra prisonam predzc^am 
voluntarie euadere permiserunt, die anno et loco snpra- 
dict^X predzc^os WilleZmz^m Huntyngfeld, et B\io8\ 
quodquidem ind2'ctamentum, Domixm^ Eex nunc cer- 
tis de caiisis venire fecit coram eo terminandztm. 
Per quod — Vveceptum fuit viGecomiti, quod non omit- 
tere^ &c. qxiin caperet eos si &c. Et modo scilicet a 
(13 Oct., die sawct* Michaelis in xv. dies, isto eodem termiwo, 

13^1) coram Domino Eege apud Westmoraa^^ermm, ven*ra^ 
predic^i WiWelmus Huntyngfeld, Thomas Hattere, et 
Hugo, in custod^a MsiTescalU, qui ea de causa in custod/a 
sua com?wissi fuerint. Et predicts WilleZmMs allocutz/^? 
est qualiter de feloma predicta se velint (sic) acquietare ; 
qui quidem Wille^miis dicit, qnod non potest dedicere, 
quin ipse feloniam pred^c^am in forma "predicta. perpe- 
trauit. Et super hoc pred^cti Thomas Hattere, et Hugo, 
instantdr allocuti sunt qualiter de assensu et voluntate 
predicti5, se velint acquietare ; dicunt separatim qwod 
ipsi in nullo sunt inde culpabiles, et de hoc 'ponunt 
se super paMam. Ideo venm^ inde Jura^a coram 
(20 Oct., Domino Eege a die sancti Michae?is in tres septiwia?ms 

^^^^) ubicumq?*e &c. Et qui &c. ad leaognoscendum. Et 
super hoc tarn predict?*s WilleZmws Huntyngfeld, q«am 

Mar'. predict! Thomas et Hugo interim committuntwr Mares- 
callo &c. ;^ ad qwem diem coram dommo Eege, ad quern 
diem coram Dommo Eege apud Westmonasterium, 
venerunt pred^cd Thomas et Hugo in custodm Mares- 
calli, Et simihYer Jnxati yenerunt qui pro predzc^o 
Thoma electi triati et Jurati, dictm^ super sacr^mewton 
suuw, quod predtc^us Thomas in nullo est inde culpa- 

' The extract from the Controlment Roll, which is given 
at the end of this record, follows on at this point. 
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bilis, nec unqwam ea occa^ione se retraxit. Ideo ipse 
Q"' n. r. eat inde quietus &c. Et super hoc pr(3d^c^us Hugo re- 
mittitur MsLTescallo. Postea continuauit^ processu, 
coram .Dom*no Eege, versus prefat^*m Hugonem, VLsque 
(16 Juno, in Octabas sancie Trinitatis anno Tegni regis nunc quin- 

1392) todecimo, ad quern diem coram Domino Eege apud 
NotUngIiam\ Yenit p?'edici^us Hugo in custodm Mares- 
calli &c. Et Yicecomes non misit hxeve, Ideo Jura^a 
pr^?d^c^a po?iitwr in respectum coram Domino Eege us- 
(6 Oct., que in octohas mncte MicliaeZis ubicumq^e &c. Et 

^^^^) super hoc venemn^ Thomas Wykes, sem'or, Thomas 
Wykes, Jun^or, Johannes Wynchecombe, et Eogerus 

Man*. Brusele, et mojmceperunf pro predic^o Hugone ; Ha- 
dendi corpus eius coram Doinino Eege ad prefatum ter 
mmum &c.; et sic de die in diem quousqwe &c. Postea 
continibato inde processu versus prefatwm 'Hxxgonevi, 
per Jurato5 posit 05 in respec^z^m coram Domino Eege 
(6 Oct., usqwe in Octabas sancti Michae?is ubicumqwe &c.; anno 

^^^'^) vegni legis nuwc decimo octauo. Ad quem diem coram 
DomiiLQ Eege apud Westmonasterium, yenit pred^c^us 
Hugo "per majiucaptlonem predtc^am. Et siwih'^er 
Jura^t \enerunt, qui had hoc electi triati et Jura^?, 
dicww^ super sacrajwew^wm suu?w, qwod pred^c^us Hugo 
de assensu eb voluntas predic^is in nullo est inde cul- 
pabili^, nec vnqwam ea occo^ione se retraxit. Ideo 
Qaietm aonBideratum est quod, predic^us Hugo eat inde quietw^ 
&c. [Ad quern diem paneZZzm, et predzc^us Thomas 
Hattere quietws, et versus Hxxgonem distringatur Jnrata 
&c. in octabis Hillarn; in xv. Pasche; in Octabis 
Tnnitatis, Ad qwem diem coram Domino Eege apud 
'Nottingham*, Yenit pred^c^us Hugo in custodza Mares- 
calK Et super hoc venerw??^ Thomas Wykes, sen/or, 
Thomas Wykes, Junior, Johawwes Wynchecombe, et 
Eogerus Bruseley, et manMce^erwn^ pro pred^cio Hugone ; 
* Pi'operly eontinuato. 



38 



huntyngfeld's gaolers acquitted. 



Habendi corpus eius coram Dcim*no Eege in Ociahis 

Sanoti MichaeZis ubicumqwe &c. Et sic de die in diem 

(6 Oct., quousque &c. Postea, scilicet in Ootahis Michaelis 

^^?^) anno xviij**, pred/chis Hugo quietus per pa^riam-l^ 
ywzerus 

* Controlment Boll, 15 Ric. II. Michaelmas, rot, 7. Hiis 
extract is cancelled on the Roll. 
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§ 1. The feeling which prompts folk to get at all the facts they 
can ahout the lives of men gone from them, whose ^fi^orks they love, 
seems to me natural and right. A few there are who profess to be 

above care for such details, and say they are satisfied to know a 
writer from his works alone. But the rest of us, as we delight to 
see, to know, our Tennyson, Euskin, Huxley, of to-day, and got 
their looks, their tones, their little special ways, into our eyes and 
ears and hearts, to hear from an old schoolfellow or college friend, all 
their history, so we desire to realise to ourselves, so far as may be, 
the looks and life, the daily work and evening task, of the Chaucer, 
Shakspere, Milton, whoVe left us in the body, but are with us 
in the spirit, friends of our choicest hours, guides in our highest 
flights. 

And tho' this desire for knowledge of the outward life of our 
greatest men may in a few cases, with so-calld prosaic natures, seem 
to make them darken for themselves the genius of their hero, by the 
cloud of antiquarian dust they raise before him, yet you'll find, if 



vi § 1. Dryasdust's defence. § 2. shakspere's boyhood. 

you ask the grubbers themselves, that the cloud has not only for 
fchem its silver lining, but that they always feel the light and warmth 
of the Sun and its life-giving beams behind. And they may tell 
you, that the difference between you (the superior being) and them 
is simply this, that whereas they care weeks and months of patient 
unpaid drudgery for the men they reverence, you care only to express 
your feelings about them in prettily-turnd phrases in articles and 
Lectures, and get well paid for doing it : " You give up your chance 
of guineas, or airing your feelings, to do a lot of distasteful work, for 
Chaucer or Shakspere 1 You*d see him damnd first \^ " But however 
this be, in those students of our great poets who can keep the out- 
ward facts of their lives in proper relation to the inward, who can 
use the one for illustration and explanation of the other, the desire 
must always exist, to be able to trace each poet*s life from his cradle 
to his grave, and specially to know what he was doing when and 
after he first became a man, stood up for himself in the world, and 
enterd on the course whiph ended in his fame, 

§ 2. But it is precisely this period about which we know nothing 
in Shakspere's case, next to nothing in Chaucer's ; and great is the 
pity of it. Shakspere we have, born in 1564, a brown-eyed, chestnut- 
haird^ boy, in Stratford ; at the so-calld ' Birthplace^' no doubt, when 
he was 1 1, when his father bought it ; at the low-rooft school, play- 
ing **more sacks to the mill" {L. L, Lost, TV, iii. 81), and other 
boys* games of the day, never hearing the wonderful stories that 
Adventurers told him later in London®, tho' learning the country 

^ My Dryasdust friend uses strong language occasionally. How far it is 
justified in this case, let the absence of monographs on the thousand and one 
points still needing elucidation in both poets, witness. 

* Shakspere*s Sonnet-friend, Will H.'s, hair, 

" And buds of marjoram had stolen thy hair." — 99, 7, 
must have been the purple, hyaciuthine locks, sometimes seen now : 

" * Origanum milgare, Common Marjoram. Flowers purple, and the brac- 
teas tinged with the same colour. Fragrant and aromatic' — Hooker's 
British Flora. 

" It is sometimes found with flowers of a reddish colour, in dry grounds. 
'I have gathered it perfectly ivliite, though rarely. The sarJie may be said 
of the wild thyme, and common Basil thyme." — Williani Whale (E'lower- 
gardons, Egham). 

' GoTizalo, Faith, sir, you need not fear. When we were hoys. 
Who would believe that there were mountaineers 
Dew-lapt like bulla, whose throats had hanging at 'em 



§ 2, § 3. THE 7-TBARS' GAP IN SHAKSPERE's AND CHAUCER's LIVES, vii 

lore of which his Vemts is so full, the love of nature which 
sweetens all his plays j thea 18, begetting his child, marrying his 
wife of 26, and having two girls and a boy before he is 21. Then 
disappearing. His name is, after his father's, in one record of an 
action in the Queen's Bench in 1687. But it's not till 1592 that we 
see him again, calld a ^Johannes factotum ^ successful enough, as 
actor and dramatist, to provoke envy and sneers. What true Shak- 
spere student does not long to know how those years between 1586 
and 1592 were spent ^ Who is not certain that the knowledge, if it 
could be got, would throw light on Shakspere's after- work % 

§ 3. So is it almost with Chaucer. We have him as a boy at 
his father's wine-shop or tavern in narrow Thames St, chatting, no 
doubt, with English and foreign seamen, with citizens who came for 
their wine, helping to fill their pots, perhaps, — a natty, handy lad, 
but full of quiet fun — ^messing, I dare say, in Wal-brook, that 
bounded his father's pkce^; fishing in the Thames, I should think ; 
out on May-day for sweet-scented boughs to dress his father's tavern- 
pole. At school — St Paul's Cathedral perchance — sharing in all the 
games and larks that Fitzstephen so well describes some 200 years 
before^; seeing all the grand shows that went on in Smithfield, and 
London streets ; well up in his classes, I'll be bound ; the boy the 
father of the man in this, that he lovd his bookes well. Then he goes 
to serve Prince* Lionel's wife as page, and gets his dress of short 
cloak, pair of red and black breeches, and shoes, with 2>s, 6 c?. for neces- 
saries, as Mr Bond has shown us^. Then, at 19 or thereabouts, he's 

Walleta of flesh ? or that there were such men 
Whose heads stood in their breasts ? which now we find 
Each putter-out of five for one will bring ub 
Good warrant of. — Tempest, IV. iii. 43 — 49. 

* Greene's posthumous Groatesworth of Wit. 

? By an old City ordinance, every citizen on the banks of the stream was 
bound to keep a rake, and clear his bit of the water with it. 

® See the bit of Lydgate's school life in my Babees Booh Forewords, and 
the poems of the Biroht Schoolboy, &;c. in the Booh itself. 

^ I call him Prince, tho' he was never calld so in his own day, in order to 
mark that he waS' a king's son. Our importation of this foreign title and 
custom is a nuisance, as all our many Princes will perpetuate and multiply 
Princes instead of letting themselves and their children fall into the ordinary 
ranks of society. They'll all want incomes too out of the nation's funds, and 
will foster our already over great flunkeyism. 

* Addit. MS. Brit Mus. FaHnightly JRecim, 1866. 
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§ 3. THE 7- years' gap IN CHAUCER's LIFE. 



a soldier, and a prisoner ; perhaps even then a servant of the king's ; 
at any rate, ransomd on March 1, 1360, by the king*s help, at the 
cost of £16, thirteen and fourpence less than the cost of Eohert de 
Clynton's horse, and £4 less than the price of John de Beuerle's 
cursor or war-horse, both the king's gifts. And then we lose sight 
of our young Chaucer at 20 ; and we get no direct tidings of him for 
seven years, when we find on June 20, 1367, that he is a ^ Valettus ' 
of the king^, or, as a later document of May 25, 1368, shows, a 
* Valettus Camerce Regis^ \ a Valet or Yeoman of the king's chamber ^ 

^ Rex omnibus ad quos, &c. salutem. Sciatis quod de gratis nostra 
speciali, & pro bono sei*vitio quod dilectus Valettus noster^ Galfridus 
Chancer^ nobis impendit & impendet in futurum, concessimus ei viginti 
m areas, percipiendas singulis annis ad Scaccarium nostrum per sequales por- 
tiones, ad totam vitam ipsius Galfridi^ yel quo usque pro statu suo aliter 
duxerimus ordinandum, &c. — Teste Kege apud Castrum de Quene&burgh 
vicesimo die Junii, &c., 41 Ed, 3, [A.d. 1367], pat. 41, p. 1, m. 13. In God- 
win : and Urry's Chaucer, sign, b 2, note ; from Rymer's Foedera, N. E. iii. 829, 
Issue Roll, Easter 42, Edw. Ill (1368). 

« Die Jovis xxv*°, die Maii (1368). 

" Galfrido Cliaucere, uni mllettormi CoAnerne Segis, cui dominus Rex xx. 
marcas annuatlm ad scaccarium ad totam vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono 
servitio per ipsum eidem domino Hegl Impenso vel quousque a] iter pro statu 
suo fuerit pro visum, per literas suas paten tes nuper concessit. In denariis sibi 
liberatis in persolutionem decem marcarum sibl liberandarum de hujusmodi 
certo suo, videlicet de termino Fasche proximo preterito, per breve suum de 
liberatione de hoc termino. vj.li. xiij.s. iiij.d." — Nicolas^s Life of Chaucer, in 
Morris's Chaucer, i. 96. 

* The following description of Chaucer in old age, is from Greenes Vision 
[soon after Sept. 1592], quoted in Mr J. P. Collier's BiU. Catal. i. 338 : 

" Description of Sir Geffery Chaucer. 
His stature was not very tall ; A sleevelesse jacket, large and wide, 

Leane he was ; his legs were small, With many pleights and skirtes side, 
Hosd within a stock of red ; Of water chamlet, did he weare : 

A buttond bonnet on his head, A whittell by his belt he beare. 

From under which did hang, I weene, His shooeswere corned broad before ; 
Silver haires both bright and sheen e. His Inckhorne at his side he wore • 
His beard was white, trimmed round ; And in his hand he bore a booke : 
His countenance blithe and merry Thus did the auntient Poet looke." 
found. 

To this is added a pendant picture of John Gower, followed by a dis- 
cussion between Chaucer, Gower, and Greene, on the merits of some of the 
productions of the * last. 

William BuUein, in his Dialogue . . . wherein is a godlie regiment against 
the Fever Pestilence, . . . Julij 1573. has a pleasanter picture of Chaucer, and 
of Brigham who put the tomb over his grave in Westminster Abbey : — 

" Wittie Chaucer satte in a Chaire of gold covered with Eoses, writing 
prose and risme, accompanied with the Spirites of many kynges, knightes, and 
faire ladies, whom he pleasauntly besprinkeled with the sweete water of the 



§ 4. CHAUCER AS VALET TO EDWARD III. ix 

§ 4. What was he doing all these seven years ? An old friend 
of mine — now a Sussex clergyman near eighty — told me in my boy- 
hood that when he first went to Oxford, his mother insisted on his 
taking a valet up to college with him. She made him do it. But 
what to do with the man, my friend couldn't think. He didn't 
want him ; and the man was a regular nuisance, doing nothing. At 
length my friend went out for a walk one dusty day ; and on coming 
home, calld for a clean pair of boots and straps, and told the man to 
brush his trowsers. While the valet was doing this, it suddenly 
occurrd to my friend that the man should always do it. He 
chuckled Eureka to himself, and with a solemn face gave orders that 
thenceforth, whenever he came in, the valet should always bring him 
clean boots and straps and brush his clothes. Then he felt happy. 
He had found the man his calling in life. When I got afterwards 
to know that Chaucer was a vallettus of Edward III, this story of my 
old friend's made me very anxious to find out what Chaucer, as valet, 
did. Did he clean Edward Ill's boots, and brush him down whenever 
he came in from riding ? So, to find out the secret, after a time I had 
a hunt for Edward Ill's Household Book (Liher Niger Domus Regw 
Edioardi Tercii)^ but could find no entry of it. There was no MS. 
at the Museum, Bodleian, any of the Oxford Colleges, or Cambridge, 
so far as I could leani. The Museum, folk sent me to the Eecord 
Office. No Household Book was there ; but a Treasurer's account- 
book was ; and near the top of the 2nd leaf of the continuously- 
written ^ entries of that, I found the payment for Chaucer's ransom 
that I spoke of above ; and not a little delighted was I with the 
find. So there was nothing for it but to fall back on the extant 
Household Books of Edward II and , Edward lY — for those of 
Richard II and Henry IV (the Duchess Blanche's son) I couldn't 
find — and from these infer what Chaucer's duties must have been. 
I knew generally that the Valettus of chivalry was the young fellow 

welle consecrated unto the Muses ; and as the heavenly sprite commended his 
deare Brigham for the worthie entombyng of his bones, worthie of memorie, 
in the long elepyng chamber of most famous kinges, even so in tragedie he 
bewailed the sodaine resurrection of mapy a noble man before their time, 
in spoilyng of Epitaphes; whereby many have lost their inheritaunce," — 
iJ., p. 98. 

' Columns of payments come first. 



X § 4. THE HOUSEHOLD BOOKS OE BDW. II. AND BDW. IV. § 5. 

of good standing who was to become, first Squire, and then Knight^ 
and that he was above the garcio or groom ; but I wanted something 
more definite about his work in the household. 

The Household Eook of Edw. II was in Trench 2, and I therefore 
resolvd to print the earliest englishing of it I could find, that by 
Francis Tate, March 13, 1601, in the Bodleian Ashmole MS. 1147, 
art. iii. Edward lY's Household Book was printed in 1790 by the 
Society of Antiquaries, in their most interesting volume Household 
Ordiruinces (and Eecipes, &c.), nominally from the Harleian MS. 642. 
But unless some imitator of Bp. Percy outpercyd him in altering tlie 
spelling and words of his original, or some one has put a new Harl. 
642 in the stead of that of 1790, the Antiquaries' print must have 
been made from another MS. than the present Harl. 642. At any 
rate, from this MS. I have given the passages^ that relate to the 
Valets or Yeomen* of the King's Chamber, and the Squires of 
the Body and of the Chamber, so as to show Chaucer's probable 
work both as Yalet and Squire. 

§ 5. Edward IFs Book tells us that he had eight " VaUets« of 

* This post of Valetttu or Valectvs, says Mr Selden in his Titles of Honour, 
Part II, chap. 5, § 47, was conferrd upon young Heirs designd to be Knighted, 
or young Gentlemen of great Descent or Quality. — Urry's Cha^ieerj Life by 
Wm. Thomas, from Dart's Collections, sign, b 2, note 0, 

* The MS. is not known, I believe. The CJotton MS. ordinances are for 
the kingdom generally, as De libertatibt/^ eoclme. De pace obseruanda (leaf 
22), De magna carta tenenda (leaf 22, back), De parllamento annuatim 
ten en do (leaf 30). De Statutiif de Mercatoribt** (leaf 30, back), &c. The 
Catalogue entry of them is : — Cotton MS. Cleopatra C vii, leaves 21 — 35. — 

* Ordenaunces faites a Londres 5 Edw, II touchant I'estat de seen houstal 
et de seon realme : cum ordinationibus factis virtute ejusdem commissionis ; 
quao ordination es publicatse erant in ccemeterio S. Pauli London, per D, 
Simonem Episo. Sarisburiensem, 1311. — Cotton Catalogue, p. 582, col. 1. 

, ^ A page from Edw. II's book would have been enough too ; but I wanted 
the whole in type, as we already had Edw. I's Wardrobe Book and Edw. IV*s 
Household Book. 

* I take the Yeoman of Chaucer's Prologue to be rather a grown-up 
farmer or forester than a youth of good breeding in training for squireship 

and knighthood, 

^ The work of the after * Henchmen ' seems to have been done by the 
Wards, young fellows who had lost their fathers, and who, not having been 
*' given or sold," during their minorit5^,by the king to some man he wanted to 
help, were kept, cloth'd, and traind in his court as his under-squires or hench- 
men. — See p. 17, 18 below, and the interesting sections on the "Henxmen, 
VI Enfauntes," and their " Maistyr of Henxmen, to shew the schooles of ur- 
banitie and nourture of England, to lerne them to ryde clenely and surely," 



§ 6. Chaucer's duty as valet to edward hi, xi 

the kinges chambre," while Edward IV's says that he had only four. 
Their duties are nearly the same in both Books, — serving in the 
chamber, making beds, holding and carrying torches, (to which Ed. 
IV's book adds, setting the boards or tables on their trestles, watch- 
ing the king (for orders) by course, dressing the chambers with 
hangings, &c., and going 'messages), and doing whatever else their 
officers bade them : — 



Ed. TI. 

29. And eight vallet^^ of the cham- 
bre, foot men^ who shal serve in the 
chambre, makinge hedes, holding & 
carying torches, & divers other thinges 
wAich he & the Ohamberlaine shal 
commaunde them. 



En. IV. 

Yeomen ^ of Chambre, iiij, to make 
beddis, to beare or hold torches, to 
sett boardis, to api>are\l all Chambers, 
and such othir seruices as the Cham- 
berlaine, or Vshers of Chambre, com- 
aunde or assigne ; to attend the 
Chambre ; to watche the King by 
course ; to goe in messages, &o. 



Some of these duties would, I suppose, be considerd menial now, 
even by Gentlemen and Gentlewomen of the Bedchamber ; but it 
would not be so in Chaucer's time ; and even still one hears ladies 
say they think it an honour to be aUowd to hand a Queen her stock- 
ings. Those of us who can't so identify the office-holder with the 
office, would yet be willing enough to clean Chaucer's or Shakspere's 
boots, if either were here, and need were. Eut, to our muttons. 

We know that Edward III had nine Valets or Yeomen of his 
Chamber in 1 344-7, and that they were reckond as part of his army % 
and that he had twelve in Jan. 1347-8 (see R, Ord., p. 11) ; but as 

&c., in Houseliold Ordvnances, p. 44-5, and my Bahees BooJt, p. ii. — Chaucer 
had grants of two such wards in 1375 : Novr. 8, of Edward Staplegate in 
Kent; Deo. 28, of William de Solys, of Solys in Kent. The grantee was 
allowd to sweat his ward's land, and either marry him to whom he liked, or 
make the young fellow pay a fine to marry the girl he fancied himself. 

* The adder of the references to the Table of Contents of the MS. has, I 
hold, wrongly treated the Valetti as Gareiones or Grooms. He wrote the 
headings right ; but then put the wrong references to em. 

* See the entry in Household Ordiiiances^ p. 8, from the Treasurer of the 
Household's account : Here ensuethe the rates of wages of peace and wari*e, 
expences necessary of officers, and other chardges, concerning the howsholde 
of the Prince of noble memorye, Edward the Third, as well in tyme of peace 
as warre ; and also the nomber of soldiers, as well by land as sea, and shippes 
reteyned in the warres of the said kinge ; as by the parcelles of the acoompte 
of Walter Wentwage, treasorer of the same howsholde, from the 21st dale of 
Aprill, in the 18th year of the raigne of the saide kinge [A.d, 1344], unto the 
24th day of November, in the 21st year of the said kinges raigne [1347].^* 
Printed from Harl. MS. 782, leaves 02—71 back. 



xii § 6. DATES OP Chaucer's valetship and squireship. 

he had also 91 or 101 Esquires in 1344-7, see H, Ord,^ p. 3, while a 
Eecord Office list shows that 37 only were to get a gift of clothes at 
Christmas 1366, — or some year later, as I hold, — I suppose that the 
numbers of Valets or Yeomen and Squires generally serving in Court 
(see p. 64 below) were less than these full numbers of 9 and 91 or 
101. 

§ 6. When Chaucer was appointed Valet or Yeoman, and when 
Squire, we cannot tell. The Eecord Office list just mentiond, bears 
no original date on it, but has the late-written conjectural date of 
1366 on its back. As however it contains Chaucer's name among 
the Squires, I do not believe the Eecord Office date for it is right. 
'No patents of Chaucer's appointments have yet been found. His 
name is not in the list of the gifts and fees, Dona et Feoda of 40-1 
Edw. TTI, A.D. 1366. And when ' Galfridm Chaucer^ first occurs in 
the Pension-Grant of June 20, 1367, he is ' Valettus 'i. On May 25, 
1368, he is again unm valettomm"'^. On Dec. 25, 1368, he is an 
" Esquier of less degre," in the order for gifts of Eobes to the House- 
hold ; and on Nov. 12, 1372, he is Scutifer'* in the Commission 
to proceed to Genoa, On Nov. 24, 1372, he is again vallettus^; 
but on Dec, 1, 1372, armiger^. On JSTov. 22, 1373, he is again 
vallettm but after that, always armiger or acutifer when any title 
is given him. 

As his pension of 20 marks for life was given on June 20, 1367, 
for past services as well as future ones, we may suppose any date for 
Chaucer's going into the king's service. I believe he enterd it in or 
before 1361, because I suppose that the beautiful high-bred girl he 
fell in love with — she of the Pity and Blaunche — ^was in the king's 
Household too, where he could often see her during his S-years' love- 
sickness*, and try for a chance of declaring his love. I should not be 
surprisd to find that Chaucer was in Edw. Ill's service, and not only 
his son Lionel's, when the king invaded Erance in the autumn of 1 369. 
But this is as yet uncertain. The date of our poet's squireship is un- 
certain too. If we allow that the vallettus in the pension-entries of 
Nov. 24, 1372, is due to its repetition of Chaucer's title in the original 

' p. viii. n., above, ' Nicolas, in Morris's Climcer, i. 96, D. ^ ih. E. 
* iJf. p. 96, B. * Trial-Forewords, p. 18, 29-31, 34-35, 39-40, 114, 126. 



§ 7. Chaucer's work as squire to edward hi. xiii 

grant of 1369, we may fall back on the Eobe-Order of Dec. 25, 1368, 
and recognize in his " Esquier of less degree," his attainment of his 
brevet-majority from his captaincy, or lance-corporalship from his 
private's post as one of the rank and file, and so treat him as a 
Squire then. His being abroad on the king's service in 1370 helps 
this, I think. At any rate he was a Squire sooner or later ; and we 
may therefore safely inquire what his probable duties were, tho* 
we've only those of Edward II's and Edward IV's Squires to go by. 

§ 7. "Now each of these kings had two sets of Squires. Edw. II, 
one for his mouth, and the second for his chamber ; Edw. IV, one 
for his body, and the second for his chamber. Edw. II's Mouth- 
Squires were three : the first, to look after his food, and taste it to 
see that it wasn't poisond — in his hall evidently; — the second, to 
carve for him; the third to bear his cup^, — Assay er, Carver, Cup- 
bearer. — His Chamber-Squires 2 were twelve, but the duty of only 
one is mentiond, to be assayer, or taster against poison, in the 
chamber, the private chamber as oppos'd to the public hall. Edward 
IV had four Body-Squires, whose business was " in many secrets 
two of whom always waited on him, dresst and undresst him, watcht 
him day and night, and calld the Chamberlain whenever the king 
wanted him. I do not suppose that Chaucer was one of the like 
Squires to Edward III, but rather of the set called " Esquiers of 
howsholde " in 1347 (H, Ord,, p, 10), who corresponded to Edw, IVs 
" Sq^uyers of Houshold XL, chosen men of there possession, worship, 
and wisdom," of whom twenty always attended the king ' in ryding 
and going at alle tymes,' and brought his dishes from the table where 
they were surveyd, to hia table. Then comes in the Harl.- MS. 642, 
tho* not in Francis Tate's version, the passage which, if it was not 
bodily in Edward Ill's Liber Niger , yet I mean to believe^, repre- 
sents truly the custom of his time : — 

" These Esquires of housold of old be accustumed, winter and 
summer, in afternoones and in eueninges to drawe to ItOides Chambres 
within Court, there to keep honest company after there Cunninge, in 

' See p. 18, below. ^ By this I understand Squires of the Bedchamber. 
^ See p. 64, below.— iST. Ord., p. 86. 

^ This is the phrase of my charming friend, long dead, alas, Mrs Gaskell, 
the authoress of Mai'y Barton, Ruth, &c. 
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talking of Cronicles of Kinges, and of others poUicies, or in pipeing 
or harpeing, songinges, or other actes marcealls, to helpe to occupie 
the Court, and accompanie estralngers, till the time require of depart- 
ing." 

That was what Chaucer could do, and did, I am persuaded. And 
I wish rd heen there to hear him talk Chronicles of kings and other 
poUicieS; to pipe and harp and sing, and to keep honest company 
with me, after his cunning. 

§ 8. Well, wishing hurts nobody. It was a noble and well- 
orderd Court that Chaucer servd and dwelt in, if we may trust Edw. 
IVs Black Book ; and a Court in which the officers were well pro- 
vided for by the king when they left his service, as the same Book 
says, and as Chaucer's appointment to the ControUership of Customs 
when he marrid and settl'd (as I hold) in 1374, witnesses. Here is 
the passage in which Edward III is praisd : 

HarL 642, leaf 6, hack, at foot 

Domus Regis Edwardi tercij was the house of very pollicie and 
flower ^of Engiond, the first setter of Certaineties amongest his 
domesticall meyne, vpon a groundid rule. JsTotwithstanding, his 
fadre the second Edward, made many good Customes of housold ; 
therof, one to be remembrid specially was, to bred vp beues and 
motons in his parked, suffisauntz to serue his housold. And anothir ; 
in his dales bifore were vsid noe fee of no manner vitaile purveyid 
for the expence of the house 2, not to be takyn by any officir to his 
propre vse, of any thinge that mought serue to this housold honestly. 
Also he, this thirde Edward, appointid diuers duties vnto his officys 
and officers, by a formall and convenient Customed, more certaine 
then was vsid biforn his time [that is to say*], of all wages within 
Court and without ; All manner Lyuerez of winter and summer ; th^ 
fees of all astatis, and of officers and [of] housold, and degrees, as 
well of geftis of money, fees of beistis, and also fees of othir stuffe 
perusid^ or othirwise occupied within the Court, and touching that ; 
The noumbre also of officers thoroughe all Englond, as well of his 
housold, and thair clothing for winter and summer, as of all other 

^ leaf 7. ^ Antiq. print : household. 

^ ' The Custumal here referred to is printed before, p, 3 to p. 12.' So says 
the note in B. Ord., p. 18. But what is printed on p. 3—12 is, the rates of 
the wages of Edw. Ill's officers and the expenses of his household in peace and 
war, with statements of the numbers of his soldiers and ships, being the ac- 
count of Walter Wentwage, Treasurer of the Household, from April 21, 1344, 
to Nov. 24, 1347. 

* from the print : not in MS. * us'd, consumd. 
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1 Officers outward. This noble Edward had gret richesse of his 
Jjoxdes, gret loue of his Counsell^j and aiiiongest his Counsellers 
grete studie how to make them rich by pollicie vpon straingers out- 
lander. Andy after his richesse was purchasid, his said Lordes of 
Counsaile sought many waies, and deuised and compassid how they 
might assertaine the kinge^ howse ; Whiche was so longe and defuse 
a werke, in their studie, to refomie the people of thair old lore^, 
That this king prayed his Lordis to surcease of thair gret Labour, and 
allmost endles ; And himselfe tooke all on hand. And whereas, in 
the begining, himselfe was liberall, after, he did first reform e himselfe, 
and all that would be dwellers in his howsold. And so he framid 
all his newe statut^r, Gomandementer, and charges, vpon euery oMcir 
inward and outward ; and so he executid his &ctes in honour and 
profitt to himselfe^ Ajnd to the fauour and great ease of all his leige 
people.'* 

The writer then goes on to note the changes that had been made 
in the king's household since Edw. Ill's time —not affecting Chaucer's 
position, — ^and thus gives a few particulars about Ed. Ill's customs 
and slow marches, his four-and-twenty archers shooting before him : — 

" Example hereof we take to build vpon a more perfect new 
house, Because this noble King Edward the third his housold 
varieth gretly fro the housold that kinges haue kept since that time, 
and yet in these daies; ffor our soueraigne ^Lordis housold is now 
dischargid of the priuie ^ Seale, and all his Clarkis ; Of the Court of 
Marshallseye and all his Clarkes and yeomen, saucing at the fiue 
f eestis of the yeare, when, with thair long tipped staues, they owe to 
helpe the porters to keep the gate, And the Vshers at the hall doore, 
And to the King in preez of peple whithersomeuer the King goe in 
thoo dales festiuall ; Of the Wardrober, also callid -Clerke purueyour ; 
besides the gret wardrober of housold^, which, is the Countinghouse, 
And the housold Thesaurer callid Gustos magne Garderohe kospicij. 
Also dischargid of all artificiers vnder him, but when him selfe 
Cometh at the gret feastis, or elliz that he be sent fore. Also in 
some one office were two maistres, the Clerc of kitching deuidid also 
fro the pantrie; The Botiller of Englond for the most part, and 
diuers other many officis and officers, both chaungid in name and 
deed, aswell Sergeanter of Armes, And messagers many, with the 
twentie fewer Archers a foote before the King, shuting when he rode 
by the Countrie, callid Gard Gorpes le Roy, And therfore the King 
journied not passing tenn or twelue niyles a daye. And as 
other officers in housold, then haueing gret Labour, And tooke 
neither ^ Wages, fees nor Clothing expressed by the statutes, wher- 

' leaf 7, back. ^ comynautie (the better readiDg). ^ the print reads * law 
^ (viz, E. 4,) MS, margin. * leaf 8. ® MS. housolder, ' leaf 8, back. 
HOUSEHOLD ORD. b 
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on was gret perill, And also the liuerey for horses at bouche of 
Court, of gentilmen and many othir requiring a gret busines that 
nowe is lefte, And putt into siluer to increase thair wagis. This 
King appointid of officis outwards to reward his housold seruices 
after thair desertes, to be parkers, some forsters, warreners, keepers 
of manners, Balywikes, Constableships, porterships, Eeceiuers, 
Corrodyez, Wardis, marriagis, and many othir thinge^ of valure in 
portis and townes, Citfcies &c ; And for is chappillmen, Chuichis, 
prebende*, free chappiUes and pensions &c When any such fell in 
his geeft, or elys by his Lettres of Contemplation to gett such bene- 
fitt of any other Lord, for his housold man. In the festiuall daies, 
or when astate should be shewid, he would be seruid with fower 
Course^ or fine, his Lordis and gentills with three. And euery 
meese after two course. De quo metrice sic/. 

Mente senex, etate virens. sine frande fidelis. 

Purus carne fuit: iustus, amansqw^ deum/." 

§ 9, In 1344-7, Treasurer Wentwage^s account, before referrd to, 
shows that Edw. Ill's " Esquiers . . . ushers and sewers of the hall 
and chamber " had 12 pence for " Wages in Tyme of Warre by the 
Daie" [H. Ord., p. 9), and that "Esquiers of the Kinges chamber" 
had 2 shillings when they were " about e the Kinges affaires out of 
his courte, by daie." " Yeomen of the Kinges chambre " had only 
6d. a day when thus out of court ; and " yemen of offices in the 
Kinges howse" had only 6d. wages while in court; but Chaucer 
couldn't have come into this last class. Eor " robes and leveryes of 
men servantes, intituled Caldatura (shoes), besides all wages breved," 
the "Esquiers of howsholde" had, every man, for Eobes, 20s. for 
every season^ that is, winter and summer, or 408. a year ; while for 
his shoes the " Liveres entitled Calciatura, every man [had] 4s. 8d. 
by yere"; and there were "yemen of the Kinges chamber, 12" 
who took this allowance. — H, Ord., p. 11. 

§ 10. Of the extent and value of Chaucer's allowances in food, 
&c., every reader must make up his own mind from the evidence 
before him on the allowances for Edw. II's squires at p. 181, and 
Edw. IV's at p. 64. But as the 7Jd. a day wages, and 40s. a year 
for clothes, were the same in both Courts, — tho' the Edw. II gallon 
of beer a day is cut down to the Edw. IV half-gallon of ale, except 
when a squire was bled or ill, when he had * one gallon ale ' — ^we 
probably sha'n't be far out in thinking of Chaucer dresst in the 
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king's livery, sleeping with an other squire in one bed^, waiting on 
the king at meals, &c., riding out with him, dining in his hall with 
fellow-squires, taking his own half-gallon of ale at night to his joint 
bedroom, where in winter the two mate-squires would have each his 
two Paris candles, and his faggot, or half a bundle of cut wood, to 
keep warm his glass- windowless (1), chimney less, rush-strewn room 2, 
closd by the wooden leaf or shutter that one finds in the King's 
Coll. Camb. lists in 1598^. I suppose "a standing bedstead with 
head and tester of wood " would be too grand an affair for squires in 
1369-74, and that " a trundle bed . . corded*" would suffice. May 
we add from the 1598 lists, '^a leade and a cocke to wasshe with," 

* Who of these was his bedfellow ? 

Chaucer's Thirty-six Fellow Squires in Edw. Ill's Household 
m THE Fortieth Year of that King's Reign, a.d. 1366. — ^In the ** Sche- 
dule of names of the Household for whom robes for Christmas were to be 
provided," not dated, but markt by the Record Office " ? 40 Edw. Ill," Exch. 
Q. R. Wardrobe Accounts, 39/10, Chaucer's name occurs as seventeenth among 
those of thirty-seven Esquires : — 

Esquiers xzxvij. 

Johfxn de Herlyng, John Tichemerssh. 

Waut(?r Whithors. Robert la Souche. 

Thomas Cheyne. Esmon Rose. 

36han de Beuerle. Laurence Hauberk. 

Johan de Romesey, Griffith de la Chambre. 

Waute?' Walssh. Joh«n de Thorpe. 

Hugh Wake. Raulyn Erchedeakne. 

Roger Clebury. Rauf de Knyueton. 

Piers de Comewalll<f. Thomas Hertfordyngbury. 

Robert de Ferers. Hugh Strelley. 

Elmyn Leget. Hugh Lyngeyn. 

Rob(??'t de Corby. Nicholas Prage. 

Collard Dabriche.oottrt.* Uiohard Torperle. 

Thomas Hauteyn. BXchard Wirle. 

Hugh Cheyne, Johan Northrugge. 

Hhomas Foxle. Hauyn Narret. 

Geffrey Chauoeb. [17] Symond de Bokenham. 

Geffrey Stuole. Joh^^^n Legge. 

Simond de Burgh. 

[From internal evidence I am inclined to think that this Roll belongs to 
the forty-second year of Edward the Third, 1368. — ^W. D. Sblby.] 

* Index of Hustings- Rolls Deeds and Wills in the Guildhall Records, Lon- 
don (xlix^, 3 back, col. 1), Monday after the feast of St Edward the King 
[Oct. 13], A° xlix« [Ed. Ill, A.D. 1375] : Carta dmini Regis Edwardi Anglic 
facta Collardo Daubrichecourte, armig^ro. 

' Query, though, whether each couple in one bed had a room to themselves. 

^ An Inventory of the Stuff in the College Chambers (King's College) 
1698. Communicated by Henry Bradshaw, Esq., M.A,, University Librarian. — 
Cdmb, Antiq. Soe's Com,, iii. 181. ^ i&. p. 187. 
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and " a frame of oke for books \" or even " a stiiddye desked and 
shelved rounde," with " a locks & kay for the dore of the studdye," 
and "a wryting table or bord in the studdye^" for Chaucer's share 
of the room, and ** a fayre loyned forme of oke ^ " to sit on ? 

But perhaps one can't feirly take the belongings of two King's 
students of 1598 as like those of a pair of Edw, Ill's squires^ of 
1370-4. Chaucer was probably bled every spring; — ^^J^o time is 
better than that for bloodletting," says Modus Genandi, in my Babees 
Book, Pt. II, p. 65, 1. 273 ; — and, let us hope, reapt the promist 
benefits of the operation : — 

" Phlebotomy clears the eyes, purifies the minds and the brain, 
makes the marrows warm, clears the bladder, restrains the stomach 
and sensual desire, opens the sense of hearing, renders the memory 
fresher, lengthens the voice, sharpens the sense, and diminishes 
slumbers, softens angry people, takes away anxieties, removes weari- 
ness, cures the watery flow of the eyes, encourages digestion, and 
ministers (to one) healthy feelings/*- — Babees Book, Pt. II, p. 47. 

How, as valet, he made the beds ; how, as squire, he carried the 
dishes — putting secretly bits of bread between his hands and the 
silver dish to stop its burning him — how he arrangd the King's table 
and chamber; and how he was generally to behave; — are they 
not written in the Boke of Curtasye's and John Eussell's directions 
to like ofl&cers for like tasks, tho' in the 15th century, in my Babees 
Book (E. E. Text Soc, 1868), p. 313, 324, 129-139, &c.1 To that 
and its index my readers must go for themselves if they care to look 
into the subject further. I hope to return to it if ever I write 
Chaucer's life at any length. 

§ 11. The importance of Chaucer's connection with the Court 

cannot be overrated. It shap't his whole life. To it he owd the 

long hopeless love that first calld out his poetic power ; to it, the 

culture and breadth that foreign travel, French raillery, Petrarch's 

acquaintance, Italian sky and art, bestowd on him ; to it, his London 

appointment, with its leisure for study ; his familiarity with Court 

and Camp, all ranks of men ; to it we owe those many records of 

his life and work which we so want in Shakspere's case. 

' Camh, Antiq. Soc's €hm,, ill. 186. * ih, p. 186. * ih, p. 188. 
* Each of Edw. IV's squires in 1461-82 was allowd a servant of his own in 
court, see p. 64. — JST. (h'd,, p. 46. 
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Gay and full of adventure the young Valet and Squire's life 
must have been. But, like the rest of us, he had his skeleton in his 
cupboard. The shadow of unrequited love was over him ; and let 
those who know, — " Voi che sapete che cos' e amor*," — judge what 
that is. 

Assuredly, like the lover in Coleridge's beautiful Love'^ or 

Genevieve, with all Chaucer's ease and fun, his happy friendly ways 

with woman and man, there was one pair of eyes that his dared hardly 

meet, one step, the rustle of one dress, that set his heart beating, one 

hand that thrilld him to touch or maybe kiss. Por seven long years 

he lovd, and longd to speak. He may some afternoon have harpt 

and sung to her : 

I told her of the Knight that wore 
Upon his shield a burning brand ; 
And that for ten long years he woo'd 

The Lady of the Land. 
I told her how he pined ; and ah ! 
The deep, the low, the pleading tone 
With which I sang another's love, 

Interpreted my own. — Coleridge, Warks^ 1844, i. 146. 

But ' faltering voice and pausing harp ' disturbd not her soul with 

pity. Pity for him was dead in her heart before he spoke, and its 
foe Cruelty reignd. Her " assured maner " was too much for him ; 
and instead of Genevieve's blush with love, and timorous eye, the 
* vacant stare' of Lady Clare Vere de Vere^, cast him swooning to 
the ground, wishing only for his death and then his bier {Complaint 
to Bite). And this was why he sang so long of lovers' pains ; and 
why he said, 

And Troilus mot wepe in care colde : 
Stvieh is thU world, whoso Jum it hiliolde ! 
Jn ech estat is litel hertes reste ! 

God leue us for to take it for the beste. — Book V, st. coli. 
This was why he could give us only the humorous bird-bit in the 

Parliament, some of Pandarus in the TroiluSy and a little fun in the 
Hotis of Fa7ne, till he'd made himself take all his trouble for the best, 
and bubbled out into the jgyousness of his Prologue and the eight 
merry Canterbury Tales contemporary with it, as Shakspere did into 

* Oh Alboni, how divinely you us't to sing it in the Mme I 
* Tennjwn, Poenis, 1846, i. 156. 
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the bird-like chirping fun and rascaldom of his Autolycus, after the 
storm and terror of the tragedies of his Third Period. But I must 
stop. Here's the work of this rainy-dayd, fair-everdngd Sunday, on 
which I promist to begin my 6-months-put-off Introduction to Shak- 
spere, and haven't done it. The lovely rose-tinted clouds, the freshend 
green of the burnt-up grass, the cool evening air, the pleasant scents, 
that cheerd my Hampstead-Heath walk, all mixt well with Chaucer 
thoughts. Green his memory is, bright his presence, to us. Long 
may he be a joy to English-rfeading men ! 

§ 12. With thanks to Miss Isabel Marshall of Bedford for her 
index, and Mr G. Parker of Oxford for his copy of Ed. IPs House- 
hold Book, I go off to bed at one in the morning, 

3, St George's Sgiuare^ London, iV; W., 
August 20, 1876. 
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office (and wearing Royal livery) under pain of im- 








prisonment 


99 
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Order that boys of officers shall diet in the hall. And con- 








cerning those who embesil the Kings almes 
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Order that no Valet de Mestier shall have horses at Court 








unless receiving an allowance for a horse from the King 
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Great Friday, Easter-day, and S* John the Evangelist 
in Christmas „ 62] [p. 62] 
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EDWARD IFs HOUSEHOLD ORDINANCES, 

JUNE, 1323. 

(eNGLISHT by FBANCIS TATE, MAKCH 13, 1601.) 



N.B. Tjj as much as the officers of the houshold of our Lord the kinge 
J- have alwaies heretofore been uncertaine what thei should doe, 
& what thei should take of the kinge, bi reason of their offices, in re- 
spect wherof there ^ can be no examination of those offices, nor the 
officers charged as thei ought to be, to the great damage & dishonour 
of the kinge, & disorder of his houshold : Our Lord the kinge, havinge 
regard to the estate of his houshold w^ich is not wel kept, & to his 
goode^ otherwise spent then thei ought, gave commau?^dement to 
monsier Barthemew de Badelesmere, steward of his houshold, 
monsier Hughe le Dispenser, Chamberlaine, Sir Eoger de North- 
burghe, Thresorer, & Sir Gilbert de Wiggeton, CountreroUour of his 
warderobe, that thei should ordaine some remedi therof. And thei, 
bi vertue of that commaundement, ordained that VfMch. ensueth, for 
amendement of the former defaultes, And their ordinances were 
redde before the kinge, & assented unto, in the presence of the 
Archbishop of yorke, The bishop of Elye, Chauncelotir of England, 
the bishop of Norwich, the bishop of Salisburye, Monsier Henry de 
Sorope, & Monsier Henry Spigurnel, Justices. 
These did ordaine, that the kinge should hare : 

A stewarde of his housholde : 

L This stewarde shall be a mm of good sufficiency; & if he be 
a Banneret, then he shal have one knight, three esquiers, & a clarke 

' MS. their. 
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TBEASUBEB OF THE WABBBOBE. OHAMBEBLAIN. 



for the pleas belongmg to the stewaidship, allowed diet in the haUe. 
&: he shall take everi night for his chamber, one sextier ' of wine, xij 
candels, two tortis,^ one tortis^ for wine, & one torche, & more when 
he shal need them. He shal have litter al the yeare, & fuel for dinner 
time, of the usher ,of the halle, from Al Sanrtea even to easter-even. 
His chamberlaine shal have for liverye a darre^ of bred, a galon of 
ale, a messe de grossed from the kitche?^, & dinners & suppers when 
he wil have them. His fees ^shalbe xx markes bi the yeare, paiable 
at the feastes of I^ewyeres-tide & whit-sontide bi equal portions. 

If he be but an ordinari knight, he shal take fees & robes as 
other ordinary knightes of the houshold doe, & have diet in the 
haUe for two esquiers & a clarke 

A Thresorer of the warderobe. 

2. The thresorer of the warderobe shal have one chaplein, one 
clarke, & two esquirs, allowed their diet in the halle ; & he shal 
take for his chambre a sextier of wine, twelve candels, two tortis,'' 
one tortis^ for wine, & one torche & more whew he shall need it, 
litere al the yeare, fuel for dinner^ time from al Qaintes even til 
ester-evew of the Vsher of the halle, & dinners & sopers whew he 
wil. His livere for Ms chamberlaine shalbe a darre of bredde, a galon 
of beare, & a messe de grosse from the kitchen, & Eobes in cloth for 
himselfe, or els sixtene markes by the yere, at Ifew yeares-tide & 
whit-sontide bi equal portions. 

A chamberlaine. 

3. The Chamberlaine, if he be a Banneret, shal have one knight 
& three esquiers allowed their diet in the halle, & he shal take for 
his chambre halfe a sextire of wine, x^' candels, ij tortis,^ & one 

^ * Sextier, Looke Septier,^ ' Septier de vin. Contain es eight pints.* 
^ Sextaire: m. An aunoient Romane measure, containing somewhat more then 
one pint.' — Gotgrave. 

^ MS. cakes crossed through. ' Tortis de cire, A wreathed Linke, or great 
caudle of wax ; most in vse about Candlemas.' — Gotgrave, A.D. 1611, 

* MS. cake crossed throvgh, , 

^ ^Dare. a huge big bellie; also, Dole.' — Cotgrave. 

^ large, full, mess or meal ? ^ p. 2. ^ MS. cakes ci'ossed thrmigh, 

^ MS. cskke crossed tkrongk, ^ MS. meale crossed through. 



CONTROLLER (KEEPER OF A COUNTER-ROLIi). 7 

torche, littere al the yeare, & fuel for dinner-time, of the Vsher of 
the chamher ; & dinners & sopers w^th the kinge. He shal have 
for his Chamberlaines livere, a darre of bred, a galon of beare, a 
messe de grosse fi*om the kitcheT^, & fees & robes as a Banneret of 
the honshold : That is, for fees, xx markes, & for robes xvj markes 
bi the yeare, if he be not served with cloth. 

If he be but an ordinari knight, he shal take fees & robes as an 
ordinary knight of the houshold, & shal ^ have two esqmers allowed 
their diet in the halle. 

A contreroller. 

4. The Contrerollot«r ought to keepe a countre-roll against 
the tresorer of the warderobe, of al that is received in, or issueth 
out of, the warderobe, & testefy it in thexcheker uppon the 
thresorers account. And shalbe at the receit of the wines in 
grosse, & shall survei al the offices of the houshold, as the pa?2tery, 
Bottery, celler, larder, Spicerye, avenerie, & other offices, that the 
wines & other vittailes w/nch he shal finde in the said offices be 
good & fit for thexpenses of the houshold according to their prises. 
And if he finde ani vittailes unsufficient, he shal shewe it at the 
next account before the stewarde & thresorer, & shal sue to them til 
it be amended according to reason. He ^ ought to^ go into al the 
offices eveii munday, to see the remaines, & examine whether the 
remaines & expence of the weeke past agree w^'th the receites of the 
former weeke. He shal be in the kitchen when the flesh is cut out, 
& the fish parted, as often as he thinkes fit. He shalbe warned w^th 
the chiefs vsher^ a knight, & the clarke of the kitchen, to see that 
the flesh & fish w^^ch is bought be good, & the messes cut out in 
due manner according to thordinawce therof made at th' accou?^t, & 
the fish parted as it ought to be. And he shalbe everi dai^ wttA^out 
some resonable excuse, at the accounted with the Steward & thresorer. 
The contrerouler of the warderobe shal have a clarke & an esquier 
allowed diet in the halle, And shal take for his chambre, halfe a 
sextier of wine, vj candels, two tortis,^ & one torche, & litter al the 
yere longe, fewel for dinner-time of the vsher of the halle. His 

* p. 8. MS. should crossed thrmtgh. ^ MS. cakes m'ossed tlirough. 
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chainberlaines liveri shalte a darre of tred, a galoB of beere, a messe 
de grosse from the kitche?^, & robes in cloth, or viij markes bi the 
yeare, at newyere^-tide & whitsontide bi equal portions. Whether 
he be sicke or wel, he shal have his livery for his dinner, two darres 
^of bredde, j. pitcher of wine, two messe de grosse from the kitchin, 
& a messe of rost ; & he shal have xv* a day wages til he be ad- 
vanced bi the kinge. 

A Cofferer. 

5. The Coferer shalbe plased bi the Thresorer, & he shalbe 
allowed diet in the halle for one esquier, & shal take for his chambre 
half a sextier of wine, six candells, ij tortis, & one torche, & for the 
Counting table xij cawdels, & more whew need shal require, & littre al 
the yeare, & fuel for diner time of the Ysher of the halle, & a livere 
for his Chamberlaine of one dare of bredde, one galon of beere, a 
messe de grosse from the kitchin. And whether he be wel or sicke, he 
shal take for his dinner the like livere as the Controler, that is, two 
darres of bred, a pitcher of wine, two messes de gros from the kitchew, 
& a messe of rost, & al other expenses in Court, of the thresorer. 

And two clarkes of the Counting table. 

6. The clarkes of the counting table must be able to write & doe al 
thinges that concerne the warder obe & the account therof under the 
cofferer. Each of them shal take for wages vij. ob. a day, or iiij^ ob. 
as his state shalbe, at the discretion of the thresorer, & ij robes in 
cloth yeareli, or xvj" viij'* in mony. And thei, together w^th the Con- 
trolottrs clarke, who shal ly al of them in the warderobe, shal have 
amongst them, ^for their coch,^ two pitchers of wine, vj candels, & 
two tortis, with litere al the yeare, & fuel at dinner time, of the 
Vsher of the halle. And if thei dine in the warderobe for ani certaine 
reason, or bi the thresorers licence, two of them shal have a livere for 
diner & manger in the warderobe, eache the livere of a serjant, that 
is, a darre of bred, half a pitcher of wine, half a galon of beere, a 
messe de grosse from ^the kitchin, & a messe of roste j & be thei 
sicke or wel, this shalbe their liveree. 

* p. 4. TJtsse words are suhstituted far against theire going to bedde. 

" p. 5. 
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A clarke of the privy Scale. 

7. The clarke which shalhe warden or keper of the privy seale 
must he a man of sufficiency for that purpose. He shal have diet in 
the hal for one esquier, & shal take for his chamhre half a sextier of 
wine, six chandels, two tortis & one torche, & litter al the yeare, & 
wood for dinner time of the Ysher of the halle : he shal have this 
liveree for his chamberlaine, a darre of bred, a galon of beare, a 
messe de grosse from the kitchein, & robes in cloth, or viij markes 
bi the yeare, at the feastes of new yeres tide & whitsondaye, bi equal 
portions. And whether he be sicke or welle, his livery shalbe ij 
darre of bred, a pitcher of wine, two messes de grosse from the 
kitchin, & a messe of rost ; & he shal have wages til he be advanced. 

And iiij clarkes to write to the privy seale. 

8. Thei shal have altogether for their chamhre, two pichers of 
wine, vj candels, two tortiz, & littre for al the yeare, & fier for dinner 
time, of the Vsher of the halle. And if thei dine or eate in the 
houshold for ani certein cause, two of them shal have a livery at 
dinner, & each a livery to eate, as the clarkes of the Counting house 
before-named. If ani of them be sicke or wel, let him have the same 
livery. Eache of them shal have wages, more or lesse according to 
their estate, at the discretion of the steward & thresorer til thei be 
advanced bi the kinge. Thei shal have two robes bi the yeare, or 
mony according to their wages. 

* A clarke purveior for the great vearderobe. 

9. The clarke purveiowr for the greate warderobe ought to lie in 
the warderobe when he is in Court, & shal have diet in the halle 
for one esquier. And shal take for his chamhre, a pitcher of wine, iiij 
candels, one tortiz, & liven for a chamberlaiae, to keepe his bedde, of 
a darre of bred, a galon of beare, a messe de grosse from the kitche?^. 
And whether he be wel or sicke in Court, he may take two darres 
of bred, a galon of wine, ij messe de grosse from the kitche?}, a 
messe of rost, & two robes by the yeare in cloth, or viij markes in 

' p. 6. 
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CLERK OF THE SPICERY. 



mony. And out of the court lie shal have his fee, , that is, xx^' hi the 
yeare, til the kinge have givew him C mavkes rent, & have served 
the kinge at his owne charges out of the court, & done that w/^ich 
belongeth to him to doe, according to the &ta.tut made touching his 
office. 

A Clarke of the Spicery. 

10. The clarke of the spicery is chief vsher of the warderohe, & 
he shal re c eve of the Clarke purveiowr for the great ■warderohe, wax, 
naperie, linnm cloth, canvas, specerie, & al manner of other thinges- 
which appertaigne to his office, bi endenture, making expresse 
mention of the prise of the elle, the waight, & the charge. He shal 
cause the wax to he wayed which, the chaundeloifr shal worke, & 
wayghed againe whe?^ it is wrought. He shal survey, & cause to he 
writte?^ hi his under-clarke, the liveres of Chauwdelary that shalbe 
everi day in the warderobe, & shal survey the day after the laying 
up of the torches & tortiz, of wine, & of the morters, He shal make a 
breef everi day of the parcels of al manner of thinges delivered & 
spent in his office the dai before, & the prise, & shal auTzswere for 
the same at th'account ^of the houshold. He shal survey the 
cariages belonging to the warderobe, as wel for the coffres & other 
thinges of his office, as for the bedes of the darken of the warderobe 
which should be caried. He shal levy in his rolls the resonable 
cariages & portages in the kinges jornies. He shal take for his 
chambre, a pitcher of wine, two candels ; one tortiz, & three candels 
for his office, & littere al the yeare, & fuel for dinner time, of the 
Vsher of the halle. And whether he be sick or wel, his liveree shalbe 
a darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of beare, a messe 
de grosse from the kitchin, & messe of rost, & iiij* a day wages til he 
be advanced bi the kinge, — & he shal have no more bi reson that he 
shal have cariage for his bed in the warderobe, — & two robes in cloth, 
or xvj* viij^ by the yere in mony. 
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The charge of ^Ae Clark purveiour for thQ great warde- 
robe, & of th^ tailour, armorer, pavilion^r, & con- 
fectioner of spices. 

11. And in as much as it is found, uppon good & faithful ex- 
amination, that our lord the kinge hath heretofore suffered great 
damages & losse, for that al thinges that come for the houshold by 
dilivory of the clarke & purveiow?* of his great warderobe, as wax, 
spice ry, & other thinges belonging to his office, have been wasted & 
11 spent, for want of setting downe the certenti of the price & parcels 
every day, uppon the account of the houshold, before the steward & 
tresorer, as in other offices: It is ordained & assented to in the 
kinges behalf, & the bishops, the steward, thresorer, & Chamberlaine, 
& others of the counsel, that the clarke purveio?ir of the great 
warderobe, from hence forwards shal deliver al thinges touching th* 
office of the spicerie, to the clarke of the same office, as of wax, gros 
spicery, linnen cloth, canvas, & al other Hhinges, bi good indenture, 
makinge mention of al the parcels so to him delivered, together 
W2the prise & the costes ) & the clarke of the Spicery, thus charged 
in certaine, shalbe every day at th* accountes of the houshold, as the 
clarkes of other offices are, to present & accou?2t before the steward 
& thresorer for al the parcels, & the prise of everi thinge w7«*ch 
shalbe delivered & spent out of his office in the houshold that day. 
And that the waightes of the warderobe & of the spicery should 
agree together, & be such as are ordinary w^thin the Eelme of Eng- 
land. In the same sort ought this clarke & purveioMr of the great 
warderobe to charge the kinges Taylo^ir, armurer, paviUioner, & con- 
fectioner of spices, bi indentures makinge mention of the price & 
quawtiti of thinges bi him delivered out, & that one parte of those 
endentures should remaine with, the same Clarke. And the parcels 
of the other liveries, & the kinges giftes, w/a'ch shal passe from out of 
his office, shalbe shewed foure times bi the yeare, to the thresorer of 
the warderobe, so as he mai be fuUi certified of the state of that 
office, & charge duly those clarkes of the spicery, the tailowr, armurer, 
pavillioner, & confectioner of spices, uppon the accouwtes which shal 

» p. 8. 
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WARDROBE UNDBR-USHBR AND PORTER. 



hereafter be made before the Baid thresorer in the T?arderobe, aswel 
of the issuyng out of those parcels so receved of the mid clarke, as 
of the costes which thei have laied out to the maker & worker of 
them. And that the same clarke purveiowr shal remaine in Court 
as much as his office wil permit him, unles he have special licence of 
the kinge. And the clarke of the spicery shal have a clarke to aide 
him to do those thinges w^^'ch pertaine to his office, & to write the 
parcels of the laying out which he shal make of al manner thinges 
in that office, according to tibtadyice ^& ordinaT^ce of the said chief 
clarke ; & everi day he shal have for his liveree, a darre of bred, a 
galon of beare, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a clarkes robe 
yereli, or xx*. in mony. 

And a Serjant vnder-vsher of t/ie warderobe* 

12. The Serjant under-usher of the warderobe shal lodge in the 
warderobe, & lye w^thin the vsher of the warderobe, to keepe al 
thinge^ safe that are w^thin ; & he shalbe auwswerable if any peril 
querra happen thorough his default, & shal fetched the liverees 

of thoffices for al of the warderobe, & he shal attend their com- 
mauTuiemente^, & shal take for coc&. a galon of ale & three candels. 
And whether he be wel or sicke, he shal take for liveree, a darre of 
bred, half a picher of win, half a galon of beere, a messe de gros 
from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. And iiij* ob. wages bi the day, 
two robes a yeare en cloth, or xl*. in mony ; & his bed shalbe caried 
in the cariages of the warderobe. 

A porter of the warderobe. 

' 13, The porter of the warderobe shal carry the coffers, & other 
hamis of the wardrobe, to the cartes, & shal lode them & unlode 
them, & shalbe uppon the eariage in the way, & shal watch a 
night^^5, if the cariages be in the cu^ztry & ly w^thout dores. He shal 
have ij^ a day wages in the rolle of the spicery, over & above his 
standing wages, in respect of watching & travel. And he shal [have] 
a vallet de mestier his robe yereli in cloth, or a marke in mony, for 

• p. 9, ' querre crossed through. 
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shoes iiij* viij^ at two seisons in the yeare as a Vallet de mestier, at 
newyere^ tide & whitsontide, hi equal portions. 

*A Squire fruiterer. 

14. The squire fruiterer shal receve electuaries, confections, & 
other spiceries, figs, & reasons, of the clarke of the spicery for the 

kinges mouth, & shal make the clarke a brief everi day of that 
wAich shalbe spent the dai before, as wel of the spiceries & fruit so 
receved of the clarke, as of appels, peres, cheries, & other firuit wMch 
the fruiterer him-self shal provide. The fruit wA^ch the purveiowr 
him-self shal provide, together w^th the costes laid out about the 
cariage therof, shalbe surveied bi the same clarke before any be 
spent. And if he gyve tallies to thewi thai sold them, he shal deliver 
the foiles to the same clarke ymmediateli uppo?^ the view, that the 
tallies mai be paied in the warderobe. And this esquier fruiterer 
shal take every night for his cocfi. a galon of beare & three candels, 
& for his office iij candels more. He shal have vij* ob. a daye wages, 
ij robes in cloth, or x?. in mony. And be he wel or sicke, he shal 
have vij darres of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of beere, 
a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. He shal have 
a vallet under him, that shal have meate, drinke, & shoes, as an other 
vallet of the mestier of the houshold shal have, 

A serjant chau^^delor. 

15. The serjant chaundeler shal receve the wax & lighten, bi 
waight from the clarke of the spicery, & shal cause them to be 
wrought accordinge to thassise ordained bi sta^wt; & the wax & 
lightes so wrought, shal waye againe in the presence of the same 
clarke, & therof shal make the liveree, & serve the houshold bi view 
of the same dark or his under-clarke, so as at th'accouwt he mai 
kndwe the dales expenses. And the chauTidelor shal make his liveree 
everi dai in the warderobe, before meate, or as sone after as the 
se^jawt & clarke be not hindered from serving the kinge & his hous- 
hold. He shal take for his coch. a galon of beare & three candels. 
And, whether he be wel or il, he shal take for liveree, ^one darre of 

* p. 10. ' p. 11. 
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bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of beare, a messe de grosse 
from the kitchin, & a messe of rest. And vij* ob. for wages, & ij 
robes bi the yeare in cloth, or xlvj^ viij'^ in mony. 

Two vallets de mestier to worke tAe wax. 

1 6. Two valeted of the misteri shal worke the waxe under the 
serjant, & shal take everi dai thei worke, for livere, two darres of 
bred, two galoiis of beere, & two messes de gros from the kitchin ; 
& each of them shal take yereli a robe in cloth, or a marke in 
mony, & for shoes, iiij^ viij^ bi the yeare. And be thei wel or il, 
thei shal take for livere, one darre of bred, a galon of beere, & a 
messe de grosse from the kitche2^. 

A confessor for t/ie kinge. 

17. The confessor for the kinge, & his companion, shal take everi 
day for liveree, iij darres of bred, two pichers of wine, iij galons of 
beere, three messes from the kitchin, wherof one shalbe flesh uppow 
flesh daies ; & iij candels, one tortis, & litere for their hedes al the 
yere, of the vsher of the halle, & fuel for their meate al the yeare, 
& for the chambor at dinner time, fro??i al Saintefi evew til Easter, 
from the scullery, & livery for robes & bedes from the great warde- 
robe, & for saddles, botes, linnen cloth, & other smal necessaries 
for their bodies, or mony from the warderobe, at the discretion of 
the steward & thresorer. And hay <fe otes, litter & shoing, & other 
necessaries for iiij horses, & wages for iij boies, each j*. ob., & robes 
for a keu^ to dresse his vitel ; he shal eate with his master, & the 
three boies shal have iij robes in cloth, or x* bi the yeare for each 
of them ; & for eache of them, iiij" viij* for shoes at two seasons 
in the yeare, & two clothes & two towels,^ of the clarke of the 
spicery, at New yeres tide & whitsontide, 

A chief chaplin, or Deane of Ue Chappel. 

18. The chief chaplin shal have diet in the halle for one sqnier ; 
he shal have wages of the kinge til he ^be advanced bi the kinge. 

' MS. a a keu [Fr. $ueu. qvman'] (coke crossed through), * MS. twoels. 

^ p. 12, 
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And V. chapleins, wherof each shal have vij* ob. a day; & six clarkes, 
each of the?;^ shal have iiij^ ob. a day, til thai be advanced bi the 
kinge. And amongst them al, thei shal take for their coch, two 
pichers of wine, ij galons of beere, vj candels, a tortis, & litere for 
their bedes al the yere, & fuel for their chamber at dinner time, of 
the Ysher of the hal. And the chief Chaplein, whether he be wel 
or il, shal take for liveree, ij darres of bred, j. picher of wine, two 
messes de grosse from the kitchin, & one messe of rost. And each 
of the other chaplins & darken, whether he be wel or il, shal have 
for liveree, j, darre of bred, one galon of beere, a messe de gros from 
the kitchin, & a messe of rost. And the chief chaplein shal take 
yereli, ij robes of cloth, or viij markes in mony. And even other 
chaplein yereli, ij robes in cloth, or three markes & a half in mony ; 
& everi clarke yerli, ij robes en cloth, or xP. in mony. 

And for the Chappel, everi night shalbe allowed for the liverees 
at vespres & complyn, yj candels, if need bee, & cerges every seven- 
night or fiftene dayes, as need shal re(3[uire, & the chief chaplein wil 
anwswere it. 

An almoiner or Almner. 

19. The Almner chaplein shal have diet in the hal for a squier, 

& shal take for his chambre, a picher of wine, two cawdels, one tortis, 
littre al the yere, & f ael at dinner time, of the vsher of the halle ; & 
whether he be wel or il, he shal take for liveree, ij. darres of bred, a 
picher of wine, two messes de gros from the kitchin, & a messe of 
rost ; two robes bi the yere in cloth, or eight markes in mony. He 
shal have wages at vij* ob. til he be advanced bi the kinge, & everi 
day of sojome, xiiij. darres of bredde, xiiij gallons of beere, in the 
rolle of the panterer & boteler, & xiiij messes from the kitchin, for 
the Almners office. And every day that the ^ kinge travelleth, he 
shal give xiiij* in mony out of the warderobe, & it shal be entered 
in the great rolle of the houshold expenses at the ende of the day. 

An vnder almoner. 

20. A clarke shalbe under the Almoner, who shal under him 
have regarde to the Almes & he shal have his diet in the hal, & shal 

^ p. 13. 
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take iij** a day in the rolle of tlie marshalce for his hakeneyes 
charge, til he be advanced bi the kinge ; his boy shal hve of the 
Almes. He shal have yereli, one robe in cloth, or xx** in mony. 
And whether he be wel or il, he shal take for liveree, j. darre of 
bred, j. galon of beere, & one messe de grosse from the kitchiiL 

An a vallet of the Almonery. 

21. The vallet of the mistery of the same office shal eate in the 
hal amongst other vallete^ of misterie, & shal take yereli a robe in 
cloth, or a marke in niony j for shoes, iiij* by the yere. And be he 
wel or il, he shal take for liveree, j. darre of bred, j, galou of beere, 
& a messe de grosse from the kitchin. 

A phisition. 

22. The phisitioTi shal take for al the daies livere, iij darres of 
bred, one galon of wine, one galon of bere, iij messes de gros from 
the kitchin, & ij messes of rost. for his chambre, iij candels, one 
tortis j & litere al the yere, of the Vsher of the hal, & fuel for his 
vitail al the yere, & for his chambre at dinner, of the scullery. And 
two robes by the yere in cloth, or viij markes in mony ; hay, oates, 
litere, shewing, for iij horses, & wages for iij boies, each at j^ ob. 
til he be advanced bi the kinge. 

A Cyrurgion. 

23. The surgion shal have his diet everi day in the hal, if he be 
not otherwise hindered bi some businea certified before the Steward 
& thresorer. And ihen he shal ^have his livery as a knight of the 
houshold, whether he be wel or il, that is to say, two darres of 
bred, one picher of wine, two messes de gros from the kitchin, & 
one messe of rost. And shal take everi dai for his chamber, one 
picher of wine, three candels, one tortis, litere al the yeare, & fuel 
for dinner time, of the Vsher of the hal. He shal have xij* a day 
wages til he be advanced bi the kinge, & ij robes yereli in cloth, or 
viij markes in mony. for things^ medicinal, he shal have xl*. bi the 
yeare. i p. 
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A clarke of the Market Coroner of the houshold. 

24. The clarke of the market Coroner' of the kinges houshold 
shal examine the assise of bred, wine, & here, & take th'assay of al 
manner of mesures, waightes, & elnes m'thin the vierge & our 
lord the kinges presence. He shal cause offenders w/iich have 
broken thassise, to be punished j & them wAich are found with faulse 
• mise mesures, by amerciament,* or bi fines of every offendo«r 

according to his feult. He shal not chaise citties^ boroughs, & other 
townes, but onli for one night & one day, unles it be thorough the 
default of the people of the towne, & then he shal not co?itinew in that 
towne above two daies at the townes charges. The mony w/wch he shal 
levy in his office bi fines & amerciame?^tes, he shal trewly send daili 
into the warderobe. And whe/j the kinge goeth into the cu^tri, he 
shal goe before, the same jomies as the kinge doth, to do his ofiS.ce. 
And he shal make them brewe & bake against the kingea co77?<ming, 
& his housholdes according to the assise. And he shal cause to be 
cried in everi market towne within the vierge, the assise of bred, 
wine, beare, hay, oates. This Clarke shalbe the stewardes Cou?*te- 
roller for pleas of the halle, & purveiowr for cariage^, & shal have a 
clarke under him, who shal have his diet in the halle. And the 
clarke of the market coTztreroller shal receve al the mony rising of 
the pleas of the halle, before the steward & mareshal, & shal deliver 
them, together with the strete^, into the warderobe, & there ^shal 
account for the same mony every weeke. And when he shalbe in 
the Court, he shal take for his liveree in his chamber, one picher of 
wine, two car^dels, a tortis, two robes bi the yeare in cloth, or iiij 
marker & an half bi the yeare. And whether he be wel or il, he shal 
have for his liveree, j. darre of bred, one galon of here, a messe de 
grosse from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. 

Infantes w//2ch become the kinges wardes. 

26. The infantes wA^ch happew to be the kinge^f wardes, shal 
have wages, & liverees, & al other necessaries, according to their 
estate, & the advisement & discretion of the Stewaird & thresorer. 

' p. 16. 
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These, wardes shallbe put from their wages & liverees as sons as thei 
have their landes, or the kinge have givera or sold them, & ihrn 
thei shalhe kept at the costes of them to whom thei are givej^ or 
solde. 

Esquiers for the kinges mouth. 

26. The kinge shal have a squier surveiowr & warden of the 
asseourdesataUe viandes for his mouth, & to take the assay at his tahle. 
And an esquier to carve before the kinge, & a squire to serve him of 
his euppe. These three esquires shal take, eache of them for his 
chamber at night, half a picher of wine, two candels, & a tortis, 
litere al the yere, & fuel for dinner time, of the vsher of the 
chambre. And each of them, be he wel or il, shal have liveree as a 
serjant, that is to say, a darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a 
galon of beere, a messe de gros from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. 
Eache of them shal have vij"^ ob. a daie wages, & two robes in cloth, 
or xl\ in mony. 

Esquiers for the kinges chamber. 

27. The kinge shal have xij squiers, besides the infantes de gard, 
& the three esquiers before-named. Of these xij squiers, one shaibe 
assayoMT* in the chambre. And each of them shal have vij* ob. 
wages every day, & Ij robes in cloth, or x? yerely in mony. And 
each of them, be ^he wel or il, shal take for liveree, j. dan*e of bred, 
one galora of beere, one messe de gros from the kitchin, & one messe 
of rost, 

Vshers of the kinges chamber, 

28. The kinge shal have two squires ushers of the chamber, 
whgrof the one shaibe serjant purveioz^r for fuel, & litere for the 
office of the chambre. He shal count the messes everi dai in the 
chamber, & shal witnesse it daili at th' accouwtes of the houshold in 
the warderobe. Bi whose testimoni the officers shal have allow- 
ances of their offices uppon the accou7^t. & this serjant shal take for 
his coch. a galon of here, iij candels ; & his wages shaibe vij*^ ob. a 
day, & two robes yereli in cloth, & xP in mony. And whether he 

* p. 16. 
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be wel or il, he shal take for liveree, j. darre of bred, one galon of 
beere, a messe de gros from tbe kitchiu, & a messe of rost. & tlie 
sarjant purveio^^r shal have a vallet de mesU'er to aide him to make 
purveiance, who shal have ij* a day wages in the rolle of the kitchin. 

Vallets of the kinges chambre. 

29. And eight valletes of the chambre, foot mew, who shal serve 
in the chambre, makinge hedes, holding & carying torches, & divers 
other thinges which he & the Chamberlaine shal commauTide them. 
These valetes shal eate in the chambre before the kinge. And each 
of the[m], be he wel or il, shal have for livere, j. darre of bred, one 
galon of beere, a messe de gros from the kitche?z, & yerely a robe in 
cloth or a marke in mony ; & for shoes, iiij* viij^, at two sesons in 
the yere. And if any of them be sent out of the Court in the kinges 
busines, bi his commau/^deme^^t, he shal have iiij^ a day for his 
expences. 

Serjants at afmes. 

30. The kinge shal have xxx serjants at armes, sufficientli armed 
& mounted, that is to say, eache of them ^one horse for armes, one 
bakeny & somter. Thei shal daili ride armed before the kinges 
person when he passeth thorough the cu^^tri, if thei be not other- 
wise commaunded bi the kingo or the stewarde. Theire wages shal- 
be allowed daili in the marshals rolle when thei be in Court, in this 
sort ; each of them wAich hath an horse for armes, shal have xij*^ a 
day. And if those horses be rendred into the warderobe, or dye in 
the kinges service, there shal be allowed viij^ in the same rolle til he 
have an other horse for armes. And as sone as his horse so dead or 
rendred shalbe restored, a certaine dai shalbe assigned him bi the 
discretion of the Steward or thresorer, to have his horse for armes 
reddi to serve the kinge, as apjsertaineth. And if he have him not 
reddi against that day, then let him be clerly put out of wages til 
he have him. And if he sel or give awai his horse, let him also be 
put out of wages til he be provided of an other suf&cie?«t horse, & 
then he shal have wages as before. Of these xxk serj antes, fowre, 

* p. IT. 
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to be named bi the kinge, shal alwaies be attendant uppoyi the 
vshers of the chamber, to aide the two ushers : & thei shal ly -without 
the vshers, but as neere them as may be. And thei shal have for 
cocK. a picher of wine, ij candels, a tortis. And the xxvj sergeantes 
shal ly in the halle, that thei mai be redy whew the kinge shal neede 
them. And thei shal have for cocS, iij pichers of wine, vj candels, 
j tortis ; & eache of the xxx serjante^ shal have ij robes in cloth, or 
xlvj^ viij^ yereli, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a messe 
of rost. 

A knight marshal. 

31. The knight w^ich is for the Earle marshal, the clarke, & the 
sergeant, shal have their diet in the hal, w^thout any thinge els of 
the kinge. 

A knight chief vsher of the halle. 

32. ^The knight chief Vsher of the halle shall see that the lisse 
of the halle be wel kept bi the sergeant 65 & vallet ushers as thei 
ought, & shal survey that the halle be welle & honorabli served, & 
that none take their meate there ^ but such as ought of right, saving 
strangers, who must alwaies be receved & honored as thei ought to 
be. He should daily goe into the offices of the houshold, & survey 
that the thinge^ sent in by the purveiors be sufficient, & according 
to the achate or prise. And that none be stiffred in those offices, 
but such as should be there. He shalbe allowed diet in the halle 
for an esquier, who shal take for his chambre a picher of wine, iiij 
candels, one tortis, & littere al the yere, & fuel for dinner time, & 
a liveree for his chamberlain, w7a'ch shalbe one darre of bred, a 
galon of beere, a messe de grosse from the kitchin^ & a messe of 
rost ; for fees, x markes bi the yere, at Michaelmas & Easter, & ij 
robes yerly in cloth, or viij marker in mony, at newyers tyde & whit- 
sontide, bi equal portions. 

Two serjants ushers of t/te halle. 

33. One of the sergeant vshers of the halle shalbe purveiowr of 
fuel & littere for the office of the halle, & shal make liverees of 

» p. 18. ' MS. their. 
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littere, & fuel to tlie??^ of the houshold, ■which ought of right to 
have it. Both these sergeawte* shal keepe the Insse of the haUe, & 
shal daily cou?it the messes in the halle, — one, one meale, & an other 
at the other meale, — & thei shal witnesse them at the accownt. Each 
of them shal take for coch, a galon of heere, iij candels, & vij* oh. a 
day wages, Two robes yerely in cloth, or xl^'" viij* in mony. And 
be thei wel or il, thei shal have for liveree, j. darre of bredde, half a 
picher of wine, half a galon of beere, a messe de grosse from the 
kitche?^, & a messe of rost. And thei shal have two valletes de 
mest^er under them, who shal keepe ^the lusse of the halle, & shal 
aide the serjant pwrveior to make pwrveiance of fuel & litter when 
need shal be. One of these shal have regarde to the lusse under the 
serjant, one at one meale, & the other at an other meale, amongst 
the other vallete^ de mest^'er. And being out of the court about their 
office, each of them shal have ij^ a day in the kitchin roUe. And 
each of them, be he wel or sicke, shal have for his liveree, a darre of 
bredde, a galon of beere, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & 
yerely a robe in cloth, or a mark in mony, & ii^* iiij^ for shoes. 

A fuer.* 

34. The vallet fuer shalbe under the knight who is chief usher 

of the halle, he shal keepe the bankins, & make clene the perch ers,^ 
& make reddi the halle. He shal eate in the halle amongst the 
vallete^ de mest^, without takinge ani thinge els of the kinge. And, 
be he wel or il, he shal have livere as a vallet de mestier. [See p. 14.] 

Marshals of the hal \ I' knights. 

35. There shalbe two knightes Marshals of the haUe. One of 
the knight marshals shal be harbinger, & the other shal looke to 
the haL When lodgings are provided, & the court staies at ani 
place, both of them shal attende in the hal, and place people there 
according as their estate requireth, so as the one shalbe cowtinualli 

' p. 19. 
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passing betwixt the hall & the offices at one meale, & the other at 
the other meale. Each of these shal take fox his chamber, a pitcher 
of wine, iij candels, & two tortiz betwixt them both. And if thei 
be wel or il, there livery shalbe ij darres of bredde, a pitcher of 
wine, ]j messes de gros from the kitchin, one messe of roste : for 
fees, 10 markes, two robes by the yeare in cloth, or viij markes bi 
the yeare in mony, & littere & fuel as the knight that is vsher hath. 
And There shalbe two serj antes marshals of the halle, wherof one 
shalbe harbinger, & the other shal attende the halle. And when 
the Court remaines at any place & lodginges are provided, both shal 
waite in the hall, & set downe the people according to their degrees, 
as the knight marshals doe. Each of these shall take for his 
chambre, a galon of beere, three candels ; &, be thei wel or il, theire 
liveree shalbe one darre of ^bredde, half a picher of wine, half a galon 
of ale, a messe de. grosse from the kitchen, & a messe of rost; 
vij* ob. a day for wages, two robes yerely in cloth, or xlvj^ viij* in 
mony. 

A siirveior of the dressor. 

36. A serjant surveiowr of the dressor for the hall, who shal 
kens advise the cookes for their service thereafter, as men of 
great estate & others shalbe set in the halle. He shal take for cocfi, 
a gallon of ale & three ca^^dels ; and, be he wel or il, he shal have for 
liveree, j. darre of bred, half a picher of wine^ half a galon of here, 
a messe de grosse from the kitchin, a messe of rost, vij* ob. a day for 
wages, two robes yereli in cloth, or xlvj* viij* in mony. 

Assaiors. 

37. Three esqxiiers assaiors of the messe in the hal, ought to sett 
the messes in the halle, & that w^th as good adviseme?^t as thei can, 
so as men of estate & others be servid accordiTzg to their estate, & 
carry away none of the vittail but whether of right thei ought 
Each of these shal have for cocB, a gallon of ale, ij candels, vij* ob. a 
day wages, two robes in cloth, yerely, or x? in mony. And, be thei 
wel or il, he shal have for livery, j. darre of bred, one galon of ale, a 
messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. 

* p. 20. 
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Esquiers for halle. 

38. And foure & twenty esquiers, besides the sqniers for the 
chamber & al the officers of the houshold, who shal serve in the 
halle, & do al other thinge^ belonging to their estates, bi the com- 
mauwdement of the steward & of the thresorer, or of them thai hold 
their places. Eache of these shal take vij^ ob, a day wage^, two 
robes yerely in cloth, or xP in mony. And, be he wel or iU, he shal 
have for livery, one darre of bred, one galon of ale, one messe de 
grosse from the kitchcTi, & a messe of rost. 

^ A clarke of the paintry & buttery. 

39. And a chief clarke of the paintry & buttery, who shal 
make briefs of his office, & auwswere even dai, at the couTzt of the 
house, of parcelles delivered, & al other thinges w^^'ch pertaigne to 
his office. He shalbe at the receit of the bred, wine, ale, & shal 
survey & examin that thei be of such waight, mesure, & valew as 
thei ought to be ; & if their be ani fault, let him shew it to the 
Sovereignes, that thei mai cause it to be amended, if he him self car* 
not ; & he shal serve every day at the one meale & the other. He 
shal have for coc^, a picher of wine, ij candels, j. tortis. And, be he 
wel or il, j. darre of bredde, half a picher of wine, half a galon of 
ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, a messe of rost, vij* ob. a day 
for wages, & two robes yerely in cloth, or xlvj* viij* in mony. 

An under clarke in those offices. 

40. And an under clarke usher of the same officer, who shalbe 
daily at the receite of bred in the paintre, & cause it to be counted ; 
he shal receve & write the foiUes of the tallies & names of them 
t'ha\i sel the bred. And if the bred be baked of the kinges owne 
corne, he shal make a couwtre talle therof against the kinges baker, 
& he shal do likewise in the butterye. He shal make the liverees 
of bred, wine, & ale, thai is to saye, of bred in the great paintre, of 
wine & beere in the great buttery. These liverees shalbe made 
every day before meales, except there be some reasonable cause to 

" p. 21. 
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the cowtrari. He shal serve in the hal at both meales. And whether 
he be sicke or wel, he shal take for liveree, j. darre of bredde, one 
galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin. He shal have 
yerely one robe in clothe of the sute of clarkes, or xx* in raony. 
His bed shalbe caried in the paintre cariages. 

Paneters, 

41. There shalbe a Serjant chefe paneter, who shal receve the 
bred in grosse bi the viewe of the clarke or nnderclarke, & auyiswere 
for thexpenses to the chief clarke everi day nppon ^ the briefs. He 
shal take for coch, a galon of ale, three ca?^dels^ for th'office, when 
need shalbe, iij candels ; And be [he] holle or sicke, he shal have 
for livery, j. darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, 
a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & one messe of rost, vij* ob. a 
day wages, two robes yereli in cloth, or xlvj^ viij* in mony. 

Vnder him there shalbe a valet de mestw, who shal serve the 
halle at the one meale, & the said seijant at the other meale. There 
shalbe also two vallete^ porters of the same office ; wherof the one 
shal carry the bredde at one meale, & the other at an other. Each 
of these three valletes shal have .j. robe yerely in cloth, or j. marc 
in mony, & for shoes iiij® viij"^ J^^^^J I & "w^l or il, every day for 
livery, j. darre of bredde, one galon of ale, one messe de grosse from 
the kitchin. And for the vallet j. bed, & one bed for the ij porters, 
shalbe caried in the same ofiQ.ce. 

And there shalbe a serjant painter for the kinges mouth, who 
shal receye bred for the kinge & his chambre every day from the 
great paintre, & from no other place ; And therof shal auwswere to 
the clarke of the briefs. He shal take for coch, a galon of ale, iij 
candels, & for his office vj ca?^dels. And be he wel or il, he 
shal have for liveree, .j. da?Te of bred, half a galon of ale, half a 
galon of wine, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, a messe of rost, 
vij* ob. a day for wages, two robes yereli in cloth, or xlvj* viij^ in 
mony. 

Vnder binn also their shalbe in the same office a vallet de mestier 
for the chamber, who shal have yerely j. robe in cloth, or j. marck in 

' p. 22. 



PANTRT-MEN. A WAFERBB. THE BAKE-HOUSE. 



25 



mony, for cliauceur^ al the yeie iiij* viij^. And be he wel or il, he 
shal have for liveree .j. Aarre of bred, a galon of ale, a messe de 
grosse from the kitchin, & a bed caried for him & the vallet of the 
Cuppe-hous in paintrie carig^es. 

And a vallet de mestter, who shal purvey the bred for the 
houshold, & make talles to them ^Aat sel it, forwfth uppo?^ the buying 
of \% before the bredde be caried ixom him thai selleth it ; he shal 
cause it to come & be delivered into the pantry at the kinges coste 
& his owne p^^ril. He shal eate in the halle amongsf the other 
vallete^ de mestzer, if he be not let bi some resonable cause tlia\i 
coTzcerneth his office, & then there shalbe allowed him ij* a day for 
wages in the painters rolle. And be he wel or il, he shal ^have for 
liveree .j. darre of bred, a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the 
kitchin, & robe & chauceur as before is said of other valletes de 
mestien [p. 24, at foot.] 

A Wafrer. 

42. And a wafrer, who shal serve the kinge^ the chamber, & 
the hal, of wafres, as appertaineth, & shal take for his ofice in the 
zukur pantry rol, viij* a day, suger in the warderobe, egges in the 
csquuierye 3 p^Hgtrie, & fuel of the scuUerye, as he shal need for the kinges 
service, & as he wil avowe before the steward & the tresorer, if he 
be resoned w^th for it. He shal take vij* ob. a day wages, two robes 
yerely, or x? in mony. And be he wel or il, he shal take for livere, 
j. darre of bred, a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, 
& a messe of roste. 

The bakehouse. 

43, A serjant baker, who shal bake al manner of bred for the 
kinges housholde^ expence, as wel round bred for al in commone, as 

pain de main^ for the kinges mouth, as he wil aujzswere therfore at 
the account. Whe?i he shalbe charged bi the steward or thresorer to 
make purveia72ce of wheat, he must make the achates in due manner 
for the kinges best profet & the peoples lest grevawce, making 
paimewt, or giving a talle of the prise, to them thai selle it, ymme- 

' Fr. CJmmure : f. A hosing* or shooing ; also, hosen or shooes. — 
Cotgrave. * p. 23. * scullery. * fine bread. 
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diately uppon the l)uy[i]ng of the come so purveyed, before it be 
mesured out of the sellers power. He shal deliver the foilles of 
the talles thus made to the sellers, over to the chief clarke of the 
panetrey, within viij dayes at the farthest after the achate made, bi 
w^ech talles & foilles the sellers shal be paled in the warderobe, & 
the kinge fully served therof. This serjant shal take for fornage^ of 
pain de main for the kinge^ mouth, iij* a day in certain j for coch, 
a galon of ale, iij kandels ; for his ofi&ce, two candels ; for wages, 
VU^ ob. a day, tWo robes yerely in cloth, or xlvj* viij* in mony. And 
be he wel or il, he shal have for livere, j. darre of bred^ half a picher 
of wine, half a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a 
messe of rost. And out of the court about his office, he shal take for 
his bouche, iiij* ob. in the rol of the panetre. 

And two yaletes de mesiier for the bakehouse ; wherof the one 
shalbe ^attendar^t at the oven, & the other at the mille to grinde the 
wheate ; & each of them shal take ij'* a day wages in the panetry rol, 
one robe yereli in cloth, or j. marc in mony; & for chauceur^ the 
whol yere iiij* viij*^ & one bed for them ij, caried in the bakehouse 
cariages. 

Naper. 

44. A serjant naper, who shal serve for the kinges chamber & the 

hal from his office, & shal receve the naperie of the clarke of the 
spicery, & shal auy^swere for it at the account as oiien as he shal be 
apposed; & shal cause the old clothes to be caried backe to the 
custody of the same clarke, ^yhen thei wil serve no longer, And from 
thence thei shalbe delivered to the almosner. This serjant shal take 
iiij^ ob. a day wages, two robes yerely in cloth, or xl* in mony, for his 
office, & everi day two candels. And be he wel or il, he shal have 
for liveree .j. darre of bred, one galon of ale, one messe de grosse 
from the kitchin, a messe of rost ; & his bed caried in the cariages of 
his office. 

And a vallet of office* under him in the same office, who shal take 
a robe yerly in cloth, or a mark in mony ; iiij® viij"^ for chauceur 

* baking. *Wood fox furnace oi Bread, per annum . . . £40.' — HmisekoJd 
Ord. of Sen, VIII, ed. 1790, p. 195. * And that the FtMrmtir doe season the 
Bread well.*— /S. p. 232. 

^ p. 24. ^ shoes. * or *de mestier.' 
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yerely. And whether he he wel or il, for liveree .j. darre of bred, 
j. galon of ale, a messe de grosse fro»z the kitchiu* 

Eawer. 

45. An ewer for the chamber, who bi his office shal serve in ih^ 
chamber, having iiij'^ ob. a day wages, two robes yerely in cloth, or 
xl" in mony. And he shal take for his office, ij cawdels whe?i it 
shalbe needful ; whether he be wel or sicke, he shal take for liveree 
.j. darre of bred, a galon of ale^ a messe de grosse horn the kitchew, 
& a messe of rost. 

And a vallet de mestier of the Ewrie, who bi his office shal 
serve in the hal ; taking yerely a robe in cloth, or a marke in mony, 
for chauceur, iiij* viij** by the yere. And be he wel or sicke, he shal 
take for liveree, j. darre of bred, j. galon of ale, a messe de grosse 
from the kitchin. 

Launder.^ 

46. And a lawendere for the Isinges chambre, who shal wash al 
manner of linnen cloth for the kinge^ person, & al the office of the 
Eawrye, as wel them thai are to warden the hal as them thai are 
towardes the chamber, & the coveringe^ of the offices appertaining 
to the chamber, who shal take every day for liveree ij darres of bred, 
one galon of ale, ij messes de grosse horn the kitchen, ij candels, 
buschea iiij* ob. a day for wage5, a robe yerely, or xxvj^ viij^ in 
mony ; & for ashes & fuel 2, xxvj* viij"^ yerely ^at the wardrobe. 

And a lawendere of the E'aperie, who shal wash al manner of 
linnen cloth appertaining to the office of the I^"ape7ie,^ & the cover- 
inges of the offices that pertaine to the hal \ taking daily for liveree, 
ij darre^ of bred, two gallons of ale, ij messes from the kitchin, ij 
candles, iiij* ob. a day wages, a robe yerly in cloth, or xxvj* viij* 
in mony j & for ashes & fuel, xxvj^ viij^ yerely at the warderobe. 

The Buttillery. 

47. And a chief Botiller, serjant purveiowr of wine, taking daily 
whew he is in court for coch .j, picher of wine, iij candels, j tortiz, 

* See HmseJiold Ord. 1790, p. 85. ^ fuel : see p. 36. 

c * p. 26. * See HmseMd Ord. p. 215. 
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two robes yereli in clotli, or xlvj* viij* in mony, & for his fee xx 
marks by the yere. His livery, be lie wel or il, is j. darre of bred, 
half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, one messe de grosse from 
the kitchin, a messe of rost. He shal do that which, appertaineth 
to him, according as it is coTitained in the sta,tut made co/^ceming 
his office. 

And a serjant botiller of the houshold, who shal receve & 
expende al the wine & ale wA^ch shalbe spent in the houshold- 
& shal serve the hal, & auwswere briefs daily to the clarke of the 
botery, for the parcels spent ; & shal make the achates of cuppes of 
feust by the clarkes view, who shal allow them in the rol of the 
butery according as thei shalbe resonably spent, that is, on sunday 
for al the weeke past. He shal have in his custody the cuppes of 
silver, barrels bound wtth yron, tankers, & al manner of buttery 
vessel for service of the halle, & shal au/zswere for it in the warde- 
robe ; & shal take for livere, half a picher of wine, three candels, 
vij^ ob. a day wage^; two robes yerely in cloth, or xlvj" vi^** in 
niony. And shal take for his office of the bottiler, vj candles, & for 
the celler to drawe the wine, foure candels, when need shalbe. And 
be he wel or il, he shal take for liveree, j. darre of bred, half a picher 
of wine, a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, a messe 
of rost. 

And a serjant botiler for the kinge, who shal receve al the wine 
& ale spent in the kingea chamber, of the botler of the houshold, 
who shal serve the chamber, & therof aunswere daily at the briefs^ 

to the clarke of the botery, & shal have in ^his custody the pote5 & 
cuppes of silver for service of the chamber, & shal auwswere therfore 
in the wardrobe. He shal take for cocfi, one galon of ale, iij candels, 
vij*^ ob. wage5, two robes yerely in cloth, or xlvj^ viij"^ in mony; & 
shal take for his office, when need shalbe, viij candels. And be he 
wel or 11, he shal take for his liveree .j. darre of bred, half a picher 
deiaqui^e of wine, j. galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the 
kitche?^, & a messe of rost. 

And a yallet de mestier of the cuppe-house, who shal serve the 
chamber according to the ordinance of his master serjant aforesaid ; 
' as abrievements in ^mrgin. * p. 26. 
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& shal take j. robe yerely in cloth, or j. marck in mony, & for 
chauceur shoBS, iiij* viij* by the yere. And be he wel or il he 
shal take for liveree .j. dmre of bred, a galon of ale, a messe de grosse 
from the kitchin. There shalbe one bed for him & the valet of the 
panetre for the kinge, caried in the cariag^s of the panetre. 

And a vallet de mestier wine-drawer, who shal drawe al the 
wine that shalbe spent in the house, & help to serve it into the hal 
whew need shalbe, by the commauwdeme?it of his sovereignes. He 
shal take yereli, a robe in cloth, or a mark in mony. And for shoes, 
iiij" viij^ And be he wel or il, he shal take for liveree, j. darre of 
bred, a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & one bed 
charotte* for him & f OT the verser caried in the botlers carte. 

And a vallet de mestier verser of the botery, who shal poure out 
wine & ale to be spent in the houshold for liverees, & shal helpe to 
unloade the carter which shal come w^th wine or beere for thexpense 
of the houshold, & shal take a robe yerely in cloth, or a mark in 
mony, & yerly for shoes iiij^ viij^. And whether he be wel or il, 
he shal take for liveree .j. darre of bred, a galon of beere, a messe 
de grosse from the kitchin. 

And a vallet of mestier purveiowr for ale, who shal make the 
purveiance of ale. This purveiowr shal make talles to every man of 
whom he shal have bought beere, ymmediately uppon the achate, 
before the ale go out of the house of him tJiat selleth it. He shal 
cause it to be brought into the kinges buttery at the kinges costes ; 
& shal take ij*^ a day -wages in the Bottery roUe, one robe yereli in 
cloth, or a marck in mony ; & for shoes iiij" viij^ 

And two valletes de mestier of the picher-house, who shal serve 
the hal of wine & ale according to thadvise of their sovereignes. 
hanaps. Thci shal wash the tankers, cups, & al manner of vessel 
which, thei have custody of under the bottiler of the houshold. And 
shal take for the office, when need shalbe, two candels. Eache ^of 
these shal have yerely one robe in cloth, or a mark in mony ; & for 
shoes iiij* viij* : these ij shal have a bed betwene them caried in the 
cariage of the pitcher-house. And be thei wel or il, shal take .j. darre 
of bred, .j. galon of ale, one messe de grosse from the kitchin. 

' p. 27. 
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And two valetes de mestier porters for the bottery, who shal waste 
the yron-boiind barrels as wel for wine as ale, & carry them for the 
herberges servicB both of the chamber & the houshold; namely, 
out of the celer to the boutery & cup-house, if the seller be not 
lodged out of the Court ; & if it be, & need require that the wine be 
caried from the celler bi carte or bot, for want of celler harber, so as 
de OT^e?*^ it is not lodged so neare as it should, fhen those porters 
fe^M must carry the yron-bounde barrels from the botes & 

cartes, into the botery & cuppehouse af oresat'd ; & shal carry backe 
againe the same yron-bou?^d barrels wher^ thei are empty, whether 
soever the boteler of the houshold which hath them in custody shal 
give them charge to carry them for the kingeg service. Thei shal 
eate in the hal, if thei be not out of the court in the kinge^ busines 
by commauwdement of their sovereignes. And the?* each of them 
shal have ij* a day for wages in the bottery rol, & one robe yerly in 
cloth, or a marke in mony ; & for shoes iiij" viij*. There shalbe one 
bed caried for these ij in the cariage of the botery, Thei shal have, 
whether thei be sick or in helth, .j. daire of bred, one galon of ale, 
& a messe de grosse from the kitchin. 

Clarkes of the kitchin.^ 

48. A chief clarke of the kitchin, who shal make the briefs of 
his office, & aunswere for the parcels delivered, & al other thinge^ 
pertaining to his office, every day at the count in the warderobe 
before the Steward & thresorer. He shalbe at the cutting out of the 
flesh Ss fish, & shal survey the achates & the prise of flesh & fish, & 
al other thinges pertaining to his office, w^th the aide of the controler, 
the knight usher of the hal, or knight marshal Ss assaier of the kinges 
table. He shal present the faulted that he seeth in his office to his 
sovereignes as often as he shal see it behovef ul for the kinge ; if he 
him self do carry & serve daily at the one meale, he shal eat at the 
other ; & take daily for his coch, j. picher of wine, 2 candels, j. 
tortis, vij* ob. a day for wages, til he be advanced bi the kinge. He 

* William Thynne, the Chaucer Editor, was one, to Henry "VIII. See 
his duties in Sonsehold Ord, p. 235-6, 231 ; and in my edition of Ihynne's 
Animaditersions, E. E. Text Soc. 1875, pp. xxzi — zzzvi. 
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slial have yerely two robes in cloth, or xlyj* viij* in mony ; & be he 
wel or il, he shal take for liveree j. darre of bred, half a picher of 
wine, half a galon of ale, j. messe de grosse horn the kitchin, one 
messe of roste. 

^ And an nnder-clarke of the same ofl&ce, who should every day 
make liverees of flesh, fish, & poultrie, & auTzswere for the same 
liverees every daye to the chief clarke of the office for briefs, & shal 
write the parcels of the office ; & shal eate daily in the hal at the 
one meale, & serve at the other. He shal have yerely one robe in 
cloth of the clarkes sute, or xx^ in mony. And be he wel or il, he 
shal take for livery j darre of bred, j. galon of ale, j. messe de grosse 
from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. 

The Kitchin. 

49. And two achators, who shal make the achates of flesh & fish 
for thexpence of the houshold, & shal bringe the price every day to 
the clarke of the kitchin, together with the thinges bought, so as the 
knight-usher of the hal, & the asseour of the kinges table, & the 
said clarke, may see fo^ew^th that there be ynough to be spent, 
& of good valew according to the king^^r price. The! shal make 
their achates in due manner for the kinges best pwfet, & the peoples 
lest grevance, making paiment or giving talles to every one of whom 
thei shal have bought goodes to the kinges use, immediatli uppow 
the achate, before the goodes so purveyed go out of the sellors power. 
And thei shal deliver the foilles of the same tallies to the chief 
clarke of the kitchin, wzthin viij daies after the achate at the 
furthest : by these tallies, they wAtch sold any thinge shalbe paied in 
the warderobe, & the kinge fulli served of the same thinges. Eache 
of these achators shal take for coch, j. galon of ale, iij candels, 
vij* ob. for wages, ij robes yerely in cloth, or xlvj' viij* in mony. 
And, be thei wel or il, thei shal take for liveree, j. darre of bred, 
half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, j. messe de grosse from the 
kitchew, j. messe of rost, & being out of the court to make pur- 
veiance, iiij* ob. for his bouch shalbe allowed in the kitchin rolle. 
aMoir*^^ And two seijant Cokes for the kinges mouth, wherof 

' p. 28. 
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when the one travaleth with, the kinge, riding before to make reddy 
purisongrande his great Hieale, the other shal abide be-hinde for his 

manger 

appareter dinner. Each of these shal take for his cocfi, a galon of 
ale, iij. candels, vij* ob. for wage^, two robes yerely in cloth, or 
xlvj' viij* in mony. And wel or il, each of their liveries shalbe .j. 
darre of bred, half a picher of wine, a messe de grosse from the 
kitchin, & a messe of rost. 

^ And five valletes de mestier for the kinges kichin, nnder the said 
*(iuerra serjante^, wherof one shalbe vsher, & shal *fetche2 by 
his masters commauTi demerit, in the great larder, & the stable, al the 
flesh & fish which shalbe spent in the kinges chamber, & the bred, 
wine, & ale in the pantry & buttery, & spices for the kitchin in the 
Spicery, by the cow^mauwdeme^^t & appointme?it of his masters. 

An other vallet shalbe Ewer, who shal receve the kitchin vessel 
by indenture of the Esquiller, & shal keepe it, as wel when thei 
t quira. travail as when thei sojorne, & shal fhoile the gret flesh, 
& shal make reddi the first course, as wel of fish as of flesh. 

An other valet shal be potager, who shal make the potages for 
the kinges chambre, & al the sewes which shalbe for his table. 

Two other valletes shal make the rostes, & other courses for the 
mid chambre, according to their masters appointme?ite5. Each of 
these valetes shal have yereli, one robe in cloth, or a marke in 
mony, & iiij* viij* for shoes. And, whether he be wel or il, he shal 
have for liveree, j. darre of bred, j. galore of bere, j. messe de grosse 
from the kitchin. 

These v. valletes shal have a boy to carry their hedes, & helpe 
them in the kitchen. 

And two serjant Cookes for the meisne, who shal make reddi the 
vital for the meysne in the hal, as thei shalbe commauMed bi the 
Steward & thresorer, or their liewtenawtes ; one of them shal serve at 
one meale, & the other at the other meale. Each of them shal take 
for coch, j. galon of ale, iij candels, vij^ ob. a dai for wages, two robes 
yerely in cloth, or xlvj* viij* in mony. And for liveree in sicknes 
& helth .j, darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, a 
messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a messe of roste. 

^ p. 29. ' fetch mhstitutedfor cutte out 
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And five vallete* de mestier for the meisnes kitcMn, under tlie 
&aid sei^'ant^. 

One of these shal make al manner potage^ "which shalbe served 
into the hal. 

An other valet shalhe hoilowr of the grosse, & shal make reddy 
the first course every day, which, shalbe served into the hal, whether 
it he fish or flesh. 

Three other valletes shal make the rostes & other courses for the 
hal, according to their masters appointment. Each of the .v. vallete* 
shal take yerely a rohe in cloth, or a marck in mony, & for shoes 
iiij« viij^ 

*In sicknes & helth, for liveree .j. darre of bred, .j. galon of beere, 
a messe de grosse from the kitchin, 

two of them shal have a boy to carry their bed & help them in 
the kitchin. 

And two vallete^ of office, w^2ch are called akers, which shal 
receve the vessel of the meisneies kitche?^ by indenture from the 
Esquiller : the[i] shal scoure it & keep it, both in travel & sojorne. 

Each of these ij shal have yerely j. robe or one mark in mony, 
& for shoes iiij* viij* ; & in sicknes or helth for liveree, j. darre of 
bred, a gallon of ale, & a messe en grosse from the kitchew. 

Thei shal have a boy betwixt them. 

Larder. 

50. And a serjant lardiner, who shal receve the flesh & the fish 
wA^ch the achators shal send into the larder, or shal come for a 
present, & likewise the venison which shal be sent from the king^s 
* venours le roy. *hurafemen or whom-soever. He shal deliver the saz'd 
flesh & fish for thexpence of the kinges house by parcels, & hi 
thadvise of the Controller, or the knight nsher of the halle, the 
knight marshal of the hal, clarke of the kitchin, the asseonr of the 
kinges table, & the master cokes. He shal keepe the viandes at the 
t as abbreuementfl. dresser, <fe render to the said clarke at the briefs f the 
certain parcels of the said flesh & fish expended in manner afore- 
said ; & if it come to passe ^^at he be sent out of the court by the 
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stewarde op tresurer to make ani manner of purveiance, he shal make 
it in such manner as hefore is shewed for achators. He shal take 
for coch .j. gdlon of ale, iij candels, iiij* oh. a day for wages ; & shal 
have his bed caried in the cariage of that office, & take ij robes 
yerely in cloth, or xl* in mony. He shal take for his office, when 
need requireth, three candels, & in sicknes or helth for liveree .j, 
darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, a messe de 
grosse from the kitche^z, & a messe of rost. 

And a vallet de mestw, vsher of the larder, under the lardiner, 
who shal carri the kayes of the larder 'wh.en the lardiner is out of 
the court, & then he shal receve, deJiver, & au?zswere for al thinge* 
belonging to this office of the larder in the same manlier as is afore- 
said of the lardiner. And when the lardiner is in Court, he shal 
execute his office him-seK. And the usher shal keepe the great 
kitchin for the meysne, that none come there but such as of right 
ought. He shal auwswere every day at the briefs, to the clarke of 
the kitchin, for the parcels of flesh & fish & al other thinges belong- 
ing to his office, ^yh^Gh he shal have receved in the kitchin aforesaid, 
viuedes achators ^as wel for the grosse out of the achators bille for the 
larder, as for the ponltrie out of the herbex^ery. When the under 
clarke of the kitchin is let blood out of the court, he shal make the 
seignequerra kitchein livery, & shal fetch wine & ale from the 
pantery & botery, & spices from the spicery for the great kitchin, 
bi the commaundeme?zt & appointme/it of the master cookes. He 
shal have yereli a robe in cloth or a marke in mony, & iiij* viij^ for 
shoes. His bed shalbe caried in the larder cariage; &, sicke or 
seigneonmaiade wel, he shal take for Uvere, j. darre of bred, a galon of 
ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin. 

Two valletes de mestier, porters for the lardere, who shal receve 
eschatour the flesh in the butchery of the achatoMr by certain ac- 
count & nowbre, & keepe it safely til it come into the court, & there 
thei shal deliver it bi the same count, & nombre to the lardiner or 
usher of the lardre, in like manner for the fish. Thei shal carri the 
flesh & the fish from the cartes to the usher of the kitchin unto the 
stable & larder, & backe againe from the larder to the kitchin, with 
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the helpe of the Ewers, from the kitchin to the dresser. That w^*ch 
is lefte of the flesh Ss fish sent backe to the dresser after the ixieale 
ended, thei shal carri againe into the larder. And if one of the 
Achators of the kitchin be sent out of the court bi the steward or 
thresurer, to make purveiance for bestes, wine, or fish, he shal have 
one of these porters wtth him, by the advise of the clarke of the 
kitche?z, to helpe him to bringe his purveiance made, safely into the 
court. This porter shal take every day as longe as he is out of the 
court about such busines, ij* for wages in the kitchin rolle. And 
eache of these two porters shal take yerely a robe in cloth or a 
marke in mony, & iiij^ viij^ for shoes. Betwixt them both thei shal 
have a bed caried in the larder cariages. 

Pulletrye. 

51. And a seqant puUeter, who shal make the achates, & the 
j?M7'veiance for al manner thinges pertaining to his office. And shal 
every day take thadvise of the os&eour of the Isinges table of the 
clarke of the kitchein, & of the master cokes, what he shal bringe to 
court for thexpence of the chambre & the houshold. And, according 
to the same expence, he shal aunswere every day to the mid clarke 
at the briefs, & therof shal make no liveree, but bi thadvise ^ of the 
foresaid clarke. He shal have xl* a day in mony, & his bed caried 
in the cariage of his office, &, wel or il, he shal have for liveree .j. 
darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, a messe de 
grosse from the kitchin, & messe of rost. 

And a vallet de mestter for the same office, w^^'ch shal set a 
certaine price of the pullein ; & when he goeth into the cuntry to 
make purveiance for poultry, he shal have w/th him the trauenters,*^ 
"which, must be in the same office or some of thew* ; these trauntors 
trauenters namcs shalbe entred in the warderobe, to carry the pur- 
veiance vrhich he shal have thus purveyed, & shal pay uppon the 
•Burrongie *naile for the sa*d puUen at his peril, by reson of thy 
certenty w/wch is theron assesed, & shal auwswere before the 
steward & thre^oj'er, if any complaint be made of outrages that he 
or the trauenters have done in the cuntry, or of not paiment ; & he 
> p. 32. ' Generally defind as pedlars, wandering dealers. 
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shal auwswere to his master serjant poulter for the mony which he 
hath resceved of him or of the warderobe. And when he is out of 
the court about the mid busines, he shal have ij^ a day wages in the 
kitchin roUe, a robe yereli in cloth, or a marke in mony, & iiij' viij^ 
in shoes. And, wel or 11, for Hveree, j. darre of bred, a galon of 
bere, & a messe de grosse from the kitchen. 

Garbager. 

52. And a seqant garbager^ of the kitchin without wages, who 

herbergeour shal receve the pullaine hi certein nu?7iber out of the 
pultry, & scald them, & al manner of foule, & deliver thew bi 
parcels to the kitchins for thexpence of the kinges chambre & the 
houshold. And of these liverees & parcels, he shal au?^swere daily 
at the briefs to the clarke of the kitchen. He shal have yerely a 
robe or xx® in mony. And shal take for his office, whe?i need re- 
quireth, two candles. And, whether he be wel or il, he shal have 
for liverye .j. darre of bred, a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from 
the kitchen, a messe of rost ; & for his fee, which, is called petit ewe, 
betwixt Ester & whitsontide, a marcke bi the yere. 

And a vallet of the same oflB.ce wtthout robes & wages, who 
shal serve in thoffice under his master, & shal take nothinge of the 
kinge, but meate & drinke in the hal, wel or il, for liveree, .j. 
darre of bred, one galon of ale, j messe de grosse from the kitchin. 

^The Esquillerye. 

53. And a serjant of the * Scullery, who shal achate & purvey 
* ^^o^i* tfuel, coale, & al manner of vessel of brasse, of yron, & 
Jfeusf Jwood, which pertaine to the kitchein & potage, & 
divers other thinges belonging to his office ; & he shal spende them 
in due order as is most fit, & shal auwswere for the?» every day at 
the briefs to the clarke of the kitchen. He shal have every day for 
coch, j. galon of ale, iij candels, & when it shal be needful, ij candles 
for bis office, iiij^ ob. a day wages, two robes yerely in cloth, or x?. 
in mony. He shal have his bed caried in the cariages of his office, 
&, wel or il, he shal take for liveree .j. darre of bredde, half a picher 
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of wine, half a galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchen, & 
j. messe of rost. 

esqSiieJr^^^ And ij vallet65 of the mistery of the scullery, who 
shal travel, Ss do as much as the serjant shal commauwde them, 
according to reson, in thinges touching the offices. The one of 
them shal serve in the halle at one meale, & the other at an other. 
Each of the??* shal take a robe by the yere in cloth, or a marke in 
monji foure shillinges eight pence for shoes. Thei shal have 
betwixt thewi a bed caried in the cariage of the office ; & when he 
seigne. is let blood Or sicke, for liveree .j. darre of bred, j. gallon 
of ale, & a messe de grosse from the kitche?^. 

And a serjant of the scullery that shal receve the silver vessel 
into his custody, by nomber & by waight, that is, to saile chargeours 
esciueies. & Bsqueles. He shal keep them, & aunswere in the 
warderobe at the yere6* ende, both the nomber & the waight. He 
shal take ij candles for his office, iiij* ob. a day wages, ij robes yerely 
in cloth, or xlvj^ viij* in mony. And, let blood or sicke, he shal 
take for liveree, .j. darre of bred, .j. galon of ale, a messe de grosse 
from the kitchen, & a messe of rost. 

Sausery. 

54. And a serjant sauser, who shal buy & purvey floure for al 
manner* of sauces & other thinges whiGh are needful for the office of 
the Sausery of the kinges houshold, & spende the same in due 
manner as appertaineth, & he shal bake as belongeth to his office, & 
au?zswere at the brefes to the clarke of kitchen. He shal receve in 
the warderobe his sausers of silver, & keepe the??*, & au^swere in 
the warderobe at the yeres ende for the nomber & waight. He shal 
have for liveree a ^ gallon of ale, iij candles, & for his [office], when 
need requires, thre candles ; vij*. ob. a day wages, half a picher of 
wine, half a galon of here, a messe de grosse from the kitchen, & j, 
messe of rost. 

And two valetes de mestier of the Sausery, who shal do as 
much as the serjant commaundeth them, according to reson in 
matters pertaining to their office. The one of them shal serve at 
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one meale & the other at an-other. Each of them shal take yerly 
one Tohe in cloth, or a marke in mony, & iiij* yiij^ for shoes. ' Thei 
shal have betwene them one bed, caried in the carige of that office ; 
and if any of them be let blood or sicke, he shal have for livery .j, 
daw of bredde, j. galon [of] ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchen. 

Porters. 

55. And a serjant porter, wMch shal keepe the gate where the 
kinge lieth, so as none enter in but such as of right ought. And 
that he suffer no man to carri out of the court, bred, wine, ale, 
viande^, littre, fuel, nor any other thinge but that which thei ought. 
And that nothing be caried out but certein liverees, & other thinge* 
vrhich of right ought to be caried out. If ani do to the contrari, that 
he cause to arrest them, & him also that carrieth the thinge ; & that 
he shewe it in the next accouKt before the steward & thresorer. 
And he shal not have under him ia his office, but those onli "wJiiah 
were the kinges robes. He shal not eat in the hal, but shal take his 
liveree, that is, everi day, j. darre of bred, a galon of ale, a messe de 
grosse from the kitchen, & a messe of rost. And being sicke, or let 
bloode, he shal have half a picher of wine, as other serjawtes of the 
court. And shal take for coch, a galon of ale, iij candles ; & iij 
candles more for his office when need shal bee ; vij^ ob. a day for 
wages ; two robes bi the yere in cloth, or xlvj^ viij^ in mony. And 
the valeted of thoffice under him, which shal aide him day & night, 
& as much as thei cm do, touching al thiage* p^*tayning to that 
office. Thei shal not eate in the hal ; but each of them shal take 
daily for Kvere, j. darre of bred, j. galon of ale, j. messe de grosse 
from the kitchen, & j. robe yerely in cloth, or a marke in mony, & 
iiij* viy* for shoes. 

Marshalsy. 

56. And a chief clarke of the marshalsy, who shal receve the 
tailles of the purveiances made bi the clarke, chief purveiowr of the 
Avenery; & bi the vallete^, pztrveiors of the same office, together 
Wifth the purveiance^ contained ^in the same tallees. He shal make 
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the brefes of hay, oates^ littere, & al other thinges w/zich perfcaine 
to the office of the marshalsy, according to the price, & the achates 
of the said purveiance^ ; & shal also receve the tallees of harneys 
carter ; & shal account weekely w^'th the purveiors of al offices for 
harneis, & shal receve the parcels of them, so as he may account 
weekely before the steward & thresorer of al manner of herneys. 
He shal cause to be allowed even dai in the rol of his office the 
wages of the darken, serjantes at armes in office, esquiers of the 
houshold which, have wages. He shal take for cocii, j. picher of wine, 
ij candles, j tortiz ; ij robes yereli in cloth, or xlvj* viij* in mony. 
And sicke or let blood, j. darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a 
galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. 
He shal have ij horses at livery for hay & oates, & one boy that shal 
have j*^ ob. a day wages. 

ASeSe?y: And a clarke chief ^urreiour of the avenerye^ who 

shal make pz^rveiance for hey & oates, litter, herneys, & other 
thinges necessari for the office of the marshalcy. He shal survey 
the pm-veiance^ made by the vallet-purveyowrs under him, & shal 
receve of them the taiilees of purveiances made bi them, & when he 
hath examined them, deliver them bi indenture to the chief clarke 
of the mareschalcy, together with the purveiancs^ aforesa^d ; & shal 
cause to be entred in a rolle wtth him-self the names of the??2 that 
sold the thinges, so as thei mai certefy the warderobe if their be 
ani complaint that there is fraud in the tallees or pwrveiances of 
herneys, apperteining to the office of marshalsy. The liverees that 
he shal make, when he is forth of the court about pwrveiance;^, the 
same being witnessed by the chief clarke of the marshalsy : he shal 
take iiij^ ob. a day for his bouche^ in the marshalsy rolle, & liveree 
for j. horse, & j*. ob. a day for a boies wages ; ij robes yerely in cloth, 
or xP. in mony. His bed shalbe caried in the cariage of his office ; 
& beinge let blood or sicke, he shal take .j. darre of bred, half a 
picher of wine, half a galon of ale, j. messe de grosse from tlie 
kitchin, & .j. messe of rost. 

jou^waSen'of' * And a serjaut herberjour, warden of the kinge^ pal- 
PaifryM?' freis. He shal keepe, or cause to be kept, the palfraies, 
* mouth, allowance. ' p. 36. 
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destrers, coursers, & other horses of the Mnges stable. He shal ride 
in the company of the kinge, & carri the houche^ of those horses the 
kinge shalbe mounted on ; he shal bringe to the kinge the horse 
that he shal mount on, & shal receve him againe at his allighting. 
He shal make purveiance for al manner barneys appertaining to his 
office, bi the chief dark of the marsh alsies view^ or on^ the clarke 
chief purveiowr of the avenery. He shal account once every weeke 
With the clarke of the marshalcy for al thinges that he hath, so as 
the said, chief clarke may accou?it for it before the Steward & the 
thresorer everi weeke. When he is in Court, he shal eate in the hal ; 
whew he is from court about the kinges busines, & the same teste- 
fied by the said clarke of the marshalsy, he shal have iiij^ ob. a day 
wages in the rol of the marshalsy ; & liveree for ij horses, wages for 
one boy, two robes yereli in cloth, or xlvj^ viij* in mony. And for 
coch, a galon of ale & iij candles. And being let blood or sicke, .j. 
darre of bred, half a picher of wine, half a galon of ale, a messe de 
grosse from the kitchin, & a messe of rost. 

Herbe^o*ur And a vallet herbergeour und^r him, who shal 

herberge the destrers, palfries^. coursers, & other norses of the 
kinges stable ; he shal dense & dresse the stables, & carry littere, 
hay, & oates to the stable for the same horses. He shal finde a 
cresset every night burning in the stable, & shal take ij"^ a day for 
the cresset, & ij^ ob. a day for his wages ; j. robe yerely in cloth, or 
a marke in mony ; & iiij^ viij* for shoes, at ij seasons of the yeare. 
Serjatit And a serjant herbergeour of sommers^ & cart-horses ; 

Herberjourof 

somnnsrs & cart hc shal causc to be made, & amende cartes that are 

horses, chivalx 

charetters. broken j he shal -purvej & buy al manner of barneys 
behofeful for the somers, & cartes bi the view of the chief clarke of 
the marshalsy, or chief purveiowr of the avenery j & he shal deliver 
the tallees of al thinge^^ that he shal purvey, buy, or cause to be 
made or amended, to the chief clarke of the marshalsy; & shal 
account wtth him every weeke once of al that he hath i^urveyed & 
bought, so that the clarke may account for it weekly before the 

* cloths. Fr. * Housse . . a foot-cloth for a horse. Housse . , Couered 
with a foot-cloth, as a horse ; with a Blanket, as a Bed — Cotgrave 
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steward & thresorer; ^& the said herbergeowr slial cause to be 
brought before the said chief clarke the cartes & hameis that can 
serve no longer, so as bi the testimony & survey of the sa^d clarke, 
thei may be delivered "where the Stewarde & thresorer shal appoint. 
He shal eate in the hal, when he is not abroade about his office ; & 
then if the chief clarke witnes the same with him, he shal have for 
his bouch, iiij* ob. a dai in the marshalcy roul, & liveree for one 
horse ; & j^. ob. a day wages for a boy ; ij robes yerely in cloth, or 
X? in mony. His bed shalbe caried in the cariage of his office ; & 
be he let blood or sicke, he shal take for liveree .j. darre of bred, 
.j. galon of ale, a messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a messe 
of rost. 

Herbergeor Vnder him their shalbe a vallet herbergeowr, who 

shal herberge the said horses, sommers, & chariters ; & shal oversee 
that these horses be convenientli served^ & shal helpe to do al 
thinge^ of this office, as shalbe cowmaujided or ordained by the 
sergeant. His daies wages shalbe ij"^ ; he shal have yereli one robe 
in cloth, or a marc in mony ; & iiij" viij*^ for shoes twice a yere. 
Mai^ashiai -^^^ ^ seijant marshal, who shal take heed that the 

horses be wel kept, & shal, whe?^ need reqmreth, make 
manhanses masshes & medicine^ j recevinge mony for thinges medicinal 
perteining to his office in the warderobe. He shal render an account 
to the chief clarke of the marshalsy how he hath laied out the mony. 
le mette dn fee He shal take half the fee of the ferrurie, so as he be 
at half the coste of the ferrurye. He shal eate in the hal ; And 
whew he can not eate there bi reson of im.]Aoimentes of his office', 
the same being testefied bi the chief clarke of the marshalsy, he shal 
have iiij* ob. for his bouche in the marshalcy rolle, & liveree of hay 
& oates everi day for ij horses ; & j**, ob, a day wages for a boy ; two 
robes yereli in cloth, or xlvj^ viij^ in mony. And being let bloode or 
sicke, j. darre of bred, j. galow of ale, j. messe de grosse from the 
kitchin, & .j. messe of rost. 

TwoVaiiets And ij vallcte^ -purveiotirs for the Avenery, who 

Purueyor for the 

Auenery shal make the pwrveiances of hey, oates, littere, & other 
tliingrijs necessary for the horses expence, to the kinge* best p?'ofet, & 
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lest grevance of the people, & that bi thadvise of their sovereignes. 
They ^shal make tallees to thein that sella them any thinge, before 
thei take them out of their possession ; the foilles of those tallies 
thei shal deliver to the chief purveiowr of the avenery, who shal 
examin them, & survey the thinges bought j after tJiat, those foilles, 
& al the vitailles & purveiances shalbe delivered to the chief clarke 
of the marshalsy, "who shal cause them to be spent, & allowed in the 
rolle of his office ; & shal make the liveree of hay for horses her- 
berged out of the court, & deliver the parcelles of the liverees day 
by day to the clarke of the marshalsy uppon the briefs ; & shal take 
ij* a day wages, one robe yereli in cloth, or a marke in mony, & 
iiij® viij*^ in shoes. 

tovtheolv^ ^ vaUet porter for the garner, who shal carry 

the ful sacked to the garner when the pM^-veiances come in ; he shal 
mesure the oates, both when thei come in & issue forth ; he shal 
keepe the sakes & mesures at his pml, & au;^swere it to the chief 
clarke of the marshalsy. He shal cast the hay by *armefulles 
* bracees. for the hoTses livere that are in the houshold. He shal 
go before to receve houserome by deUvere of the marshal har- 
hergeour-j & shal cause to be herberged, the gamer chief of the 
marshalsy, the chief pwrveiowr, & others of the office. He shal have 
ij* a day wages, one robe yereli in cloth, or a marke in mony, & 
iiij^ viij^ for shoes twice a yere. The mesures of thoffices of avenery 
shalbe according to the standard of england, so as the oates shalbe 
receved in, & delivered out by the same garner mesure, 
AVaiietCaruauer. And a vaUet camauer that hath knoledge in mar- 
recvei^^*^' shausy & ferrurie, who shal loke to the sicke horses 
takew from the sommers & charetes,^ til thei be healed & able to 
travel, as the chief clarke of the marshalsy, the serjaizt marshal, & 
ferror shal appoint. He shal have ij* a day wages, one robe yereli 
in cloth, or in mony ; & iiij' viij* for shoes at two sesons of the 
yere. 

There shalbe xx charettes for the offices, eache having five horses 
at liveree of hay, oates, & littre ; the forenamed ferrors shall shoe 
the?tt. 

* p. 38. * Charette : f. A Chariot ; a Wagon.— Cotgrave. 
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There shalbe also xx charetters, & each of them shal have a fore- 
rider I which charetters & fore-riders shal drive the charettes, & keepe 
the horses, & receve livery of hay, oates, & littere from the office of 
the avenery, as the chief clarke of the marshalsy shal appoint. They 
shal receve charettes, & al manner harneis nedful for their ^ offices, 
of the Serjeant herbergeo?*r for somers & charett(J5. 

Each of these charetters shal take iij^ a day for his wages, one 
robe bi the yere in cloth, or xx' in mony ; & for his fore-rider, j*^. ob. 
a day for wages, j, robe yereli in cloth, or half a marke in mony ; & 
for shoes for the fore-rider iiij* viij** at two sesons of the yere. 
24SomerB. And xxiiij somers 2, wherof xvj for the kinges cham- 

bre, & xviij for divers offices of the houshold ; for keeping of which 
shalbe appointed xxiiij somet^rs, who shal keepe these somers, & 
receve liveree of hay, oates, & littere from the office of the avenery ; 
& thei shalbe shod bi the fore-named ferrours. And thei shal receve 
of the serjant herbergeowr, saddles, bridles, halters, & other herneisses 
needful for the somers. Each of them shal have ij* a day wages, 
one robe yereli in cloth, or tenne shillinges in mony; & iiij* viij** for 
shoes at two sesons of the yere. 

Also in the kinges stable there shalbe as many valletes as horses. 
These vallate^ shal keepe the destrers, palfreyes, contsers, <fe other 
the kinges horses bi the appointment of the chief herbergeowr & 
gardein of the palfreis ; each of them shal have ij* a day wages, one 
robe yereli in cloth, or x" in mony ; & iiij' viij* for shoes at two 
seasons of the yeare. 

A Hacknymau. In the same stable shalbe an hackney man, who shal 
j^iehakenede ^^^^ ^^^le hakene of the house, & tshal fetch every 
+ queira ^g^y ffarner the liveree of oates for the horses of the 

t houses des ^ 

chivau stable, & shal carry the J houses ^ of the horses that 

travel in the kinges compani for the same hakeney. He shal have 
j* ob. a day wages, one robe yereli in cloth, or half a mark in mony ; 
& iiij* viij* for shoes. 

Serjant Marshall And a serjaut, who shalbca sufficient mareschal gardein 
fe*Roy of the yonge horses drawne §out of the kinges races* & 

' p. 39. ^ Fr. Sommier : m. A Sumpter-horse. — Cotgrave. 
* Cloths or trappings : see p. 40, note 1. Fr. race, brood. 
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other horses also that shalbe delivered him to keepe sometimes by 
the kinges eommatindemeret. He shal keepe these yonge horses wel 
& covenabli til thai be able to travel, & the kinge hath declared his 
plesure. This gardew shal purvey & buy hay, oates, littere, & other 
thinge^ necessary for these horses, so as these ^ purveiances ^& buy- 
rsi^es be made for the kinges best profet & the peoples lest grevance. 
He shal ether make present paiment, or give tallees to them that sel 
him any thinge so purveyed or bought, & shal have the sherif of the 
shere where he sojometh, a witnesse of his doinge^ ] & the sherif shal 
testefy bi his lettvQB, & certefy to the kinges warderobe the pur- 
veiances, bargaines, & paimentes made bi the same serjant, so as 
their mai be no fraude, malice, nor other grevance done to the 
people of the cuntry bi the serjawt gardein nor ani oth^ that is in 
the sojorne. He shal have liveree of hay & oates for ij horses; his 
boy shal have j^. ob. a day wages, & robes yereli in cloth, or xP in 
niony. And he shal have as many valletes as horses, & noe more. 
Each of these vallete^ shal have ij* a day wages, one robe yereli in 
cloth, or X* in mony, & iiij^ viij* for shoes at two seasons of the 
yeare. Likewise he shal have a vallet ferrowr under him to shue 
the horses, who shal have ij* a day wages, one robe yereli in cloth, or 
x" in mony j & for shoes iiij' viij*. 

venours, Huiismen. 

57. And Thomas de Borhunt, who holdeth of the kinge in chief 
one plowe lande in Little weldon, in the coxmtj of 'Noithamptoii, of 
the heritage of Margarette, the daughter & heir of John Lovel, now 
wife to the mid Thomas, bi certaine service, to be the kinges hunsma?* 
for deere. 

chienB deymerez jjg ought to have in his custody xxiiij buckhoundes 
SesohJSSTieEoy * ^ kinges graihoundes. He shal take for each 

doges puture .j^ ob. a day, & for cache of the ij vallet 
• bariis *barils j* ob. a day wages ; & .j. robe yereli in cloth, or 
t ventrer a marke in mony, & shoes j j. '\to vent^ the home shal 
have ij* a day wages, one robe yereli in cloth, or a marke in mony ; 

' MS. these these ^ p. 40. ' blowe crossed thrmigh. 
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& iiij* viij** for shoes. These dogges the same Thomas must keepe 
at his owne costes xL dales in lent: xy. buckhound^ & one 
berner. bemer. The residew of the ^ doge^ & the other berner 

shalbe at the king^ costes^ aswel in this season as al the rest shalbe 
the residew of the yeare. 

The said Thomas at coutt shal have vij* ob. a day wages; & 
being from court in the kinges affaires xij*^ for wages <fe expenses ; 
two robes yereli in cloth, or xl^ in mony. And whether he be let 
bloode or sicke, he shal have for liveree, j. da?re of bred, j. galon of 
ale, one messe de grosse from the kitchin, & a niesse of rost. 

And an otterhunt, who shal have in his custody twelve dogger 
^u?^ni7^g at the ottre, & two of the kinges grayhoundes, & two boyes 
to keepe the dogges. He shal have for his owne wages ij'' a day, if 
he have not his diet in the hal amongst the valletes de mesti'er ; & 
for each of the boyes j"^ ob. a day ; & for him-self one robe yereli in 
cloth, or a mark in mony ; & iiy ' viij* for shoes, 

ferretter. A ferrctter, 

58. And a ferretter, who shal have ij ferretes & a boy to help 
him to take conies when he shalbe so charged bi the steward or 
thresorer. He shal take for his owne wages ij* a day ] for his boy 

ob, ; & for the puture of the ferretes j* ; & one robe yerely in 
cloth, or a marke in mony ; & iiij* viij* by the yere for shoes. 

P«^.r A partringer. 

59. And a partringer, who shal have in his custody t[w]o doges 
cochours, ij faucons for partriges; & he shal have for each doges 
puture ob^, for ij faucons ob., for his owne wages ij*, & for j. boy .j*. 
ob. a daye ; one robe yereli in cloth, or a marke in moHy ; & iiij* viij* 
in shoes. 

A birde-taker or Oyselour, 

60. And an oyselowr, who shal have ij* a day wages if he have 
not his diet in the hal amongst" the valletes de mestier, one robe 
yereli in cloth, or a mark in mony ; & for shoes iiij' viij^ 

' p. 41. 
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A fisher. 

61. And a fisher, who shal have ij*^ a day wages if he have ^not 
his diet in the halle amongst* the valletes of mestw, & one robe 
yereli in cloth, or a marke in mony; & for shoes ii^'* viij^ 

Trompours, Trompetours. 

62. There shalhe ij trompeters & two other minstrels, & some- 
time more & sometime lesse, who shal play before the kinge vfhen 
[it shal] please him. Thai shal eate in the chambre or in the hal 
as thei shalbe corwmauMed ; thei shal have wage^ & robes each 
according to his estate at the discretioTZ of the steward & thresorer. 

Messengers. 

63. And xij messengers, who shal eate in the hal, & shal never 
goe out of the houshold except the[i] be sent of messages & have leave 
of the steward or thresorer. And if thei doe, thei shalbe put out of 
the houshold. And when thei shalbe sent of messages, their jornees 
shalbe certainli set downe ; & thei shal have iij"^ a day whilst thei 
are absent; & if thei returne not at the day assigned, or cm not 
excuse them-selves for some resonable cause, thei shal have the fore- 
sat'd punishment ; & each of them shal have a robe of a sute by 
them-selves, or a marke in mony; & iiij^ viij^ for shoes. 

Archers. 

64. And xxiiij archers on foote for garde of the kinges body, 
who shal goe before the kinge as he travaleth thorough the cuntry. 
Each of these shal have iij* a day wages, one robe yereli of a sute by 
them-selves, or x" in mony ; & iiij" viij** bi the yere for shoes. 

^A chappeler. 

65. And a chappeler, who shal make the chapeux for the chapeux' 
& esquiers of the houshold, & shal eate in the hal bi him-self of his 

relief de la proper table-cloth ; & shal carry the relikes of the vitails 

* p. 42. * p. 43. (? Chappelier : m, A maker of Hats ; or, of Gar- 

lands.— Cotgrave.) * ? repeated, for ' knightes.' 
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wherwi'th he shalbe served, wtthout any other thinge takinge of the 
kinge. 

66. Also it is ordained & expresly commauwded that the king6!5 
ord. for the chief boteler from hence forward shal make purveianc65 

Kings cheifo „ 

Boteler. & buylng of wlues for the sustenance of his houshold so 
wel & so conveniently that he & the good men which are nere him 
may be so honorabli served from that office as appertaineth for 
maintenawce of the honour of the lord of it, so as nether ani of the 
houshold nor others may have cause to slaunder the said house, to 
the lorded dishono?ir, thorough the Botelers fault; so as the pwr- 
veiances & buyinges be made to the lest damage & disturbance of 
the merchantes as the butler cm or may devise, so alwaies as our 
lord the kinge have his auncient prises & al other advantages w/w'ch 
of right he ought to have bi reson of his seigniory. And after the 
boteler shal thus have bought his wines, & agreed with the mer- 
& d'achSe"* chantes, let him presently cause the prisage wines & 
the wines he hath bought, presentli to be caried & lodged where the 
Steward^ & thresorer of the houshold shal appoint, & there let him 
deliver these wines by good indenture to the serjant boteler of the 
oBoonteioM houshold, in the houshold, with the scantelingg^ of the 
tonnes, under the merchantes seales that sold them, mentioning both 
the peece5 of the wines, the prise, & the merchantes of whom thei 
shalbe bought, to-gether with al other chai^e^ ; evew those which he 
shal have laid out about the cariagea of them, or in other resonable 
manner, ^from the first buying, til the time thei be thus delivered 
into the houshold. And let thindenture be of three partes, so as 
one may remaine with the Boteler purveowr, an other with the 
serjant boteler in the houshold, & the other with the clarke of the 
botillerz/; bi which indenture the said clarke shal accom^t w^th the 
chief Boteler purveowr, both for the price & the charges, & with the 
Botiler of the houshold how the wines are spent. After, when the 
wines are couched & setled, the controler knight vsher, or knight 
marshal of the halle, & clarke of the botery, shal view & -tast them, 
whether thei be good & such as thei ought to be according to the 
prices in thindentures. And if thei be allowed for good, then shal 
' MS. Stweard » p. 44. 
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al the foirein charges comprised in thindenture be proportioned bi 
equal parcels after the nu»?ber of tiir^nes. And those charges shalbe 
allowed in the Buttery rolle according to the quawtiti of wine 
delivered out & spent every day. But if it be not thought the wines 
are au7zswerable to the price thei are bought at, the fault shal 
i??^med^ateli be shewed to the SteAvarde & tresurer, who shal cause 
such aniendeme?zt of it as the kinge be no loser, nor the house il 
served. And if it happe?i the same wines, or any parte of them, be 
not spent before the kinge departe from the place where thei are 
laid in, thew let them be rebailed ^ redelivered to the chief p«*nreiowr 
to carry or keep the??* as the Steward & Thiesorei shal give com- 
mauwdement. And the charge? he shalbe at a-new about those 
wines so removed, shalbe allowed him assone as thei are receved 
againe to the kinges use. 

Also the other purveiowr shalbe charged that he cause to be 
brought to the houshold for the kinges owne mouth, as sone as he 
cm, al the wines -which, he shal buy for the kinge of the auncient 
prises ; wAzch if he ca?^ not convenientli do to the kinges profet, bi 
reson of the farre distance of place, then let him sel them, so as he 
aunswere the kinge uppo?i his accouTit the highest price of the wines 
purveyed & bought. 

^Ordinances. 

2. Order for 67. Also It is ordained by our lord the kinge & his 

Lodging of the ° 

kingc« servante* couTZsel, for thc ease of his people, that the *meney of 
hostiei his houshold that c&n not be lodged ether in the kinges 

house or the towne it self where the kinge lodgeth, shal be lodged 
by the harbergers within the vierge, everi one according to his estate. 
That is to say, a knight with iiij horses, a clarke, a serjant, & an 
esqmer, everi one according to the wages he shal have of the 
kinge ; that is, at iiij* ob. one horse, viij* ob. two horses, xij* three 
horses, xv* iiij horses, aswel in sojome & stay, as time of travel ; 
so as the cu?itry about the kinge may not wax deere by tsur- 
t surcarke charge Without reson. 

The officers of houshold shalbe lodged as neere the cowrt as mai 
' crossed throvgh, ' p. 45, 
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be, to thende thei mai be reddi to do their duties as oftew as need 
shal require ; & Al others of the said meignee as neer as the cuwtry 
wil wel pe?^init. Lodging shal so be delivered to everi mm of the 
houshold, in such sort as he may have competent house roome 
at ease for him-self, his meignee, & his goodes. And it is 
♦defendu * forbidden that any of the kingf^s meignee, after he is 
lodged, take within that house any vittailes for him-self or his horses 
t snr de I'ostiei against the wil of the t master of the house, as longe as 
he may have them else-where for his mony. And whew that wil 
not be, let him take them in the house, in the most curteous & ples- 
inge manner that may be, so as he pay mony to the vale we of the 
darre». darres, & that everi one of the meignee may, without 

others impecheme^zt, by vittailes needful for him wheresoever thei 
iJtS'hifeV" sl^albe, J as wel within the precinct assigned to an other 
^opre^''''' as his owne. And it is likewise forbidde?*, that any 
other of the kinges houshold, or other the good people wtthin their 
liveree, to give or sel their goode^ where thei plese, or to carry 
them to the market to make therof their profet at their wil & 
plesure, so as everi man mai be free to do & dispose of his owne 
goodes as pleseth him ; for the kinges pz*rpose is not to abandon his 
§ raeane subjected goodes to the violence & distresse of his § meyne 
II herbergage M coloz^r of their ||lodginge5. 

Herbh^erabee ^And to thende our sovereigne lord the kinge may 
oouvenlieii? served wheresoever he commeth, as appertaineth to 

^ wB^gniory IThighnes, it is commaunded & ordained that no mm 
be so hardy as to disturbe his ministres, to make their pM?*veiance & 
achates for their mony where thei may do it best for his honour & 
profit j & that, as wel for al the liverees appointed for others, as else- 
where, without any disturbance. And the kinge doth also com- 
maunde that the officers performe it in as convenient sort as best 
behoveth for preservation of his honour, 

68. Also it is ordained that the steward & Thresorer shal have 
Accounts shall ^^^^7 wardeiobe thaccountes of the housholdes in 

irithiiisdayea. ty^ie of sojome ; & if thei passe the thirde day of 
account, thei shal discharge the charges of the houshold that day. 

* p. 46. 

HOUSEHOLD ORD. 4 



50 ACCOUNTS. FINES AND PUNISHMENTS POfi DEFAULT IN DUTY. 

If the king travel, so as no acconwt ca,n he takew, at every next 
sojorne thaccou??t of the arrerage^ shalbe harde ; & if it be not so 
done, thei shal acquite the one half of a daies charge. 

69. Also it is ordained that al the serjante^ of office which are 
Officers to *aecountable, whether thei be towardes the chambre or 

account daily, or 

wl|lr*^^**^^^^ the halle, shal come daily to account in the warderobe 
* de la oofitee of the house, to auwswere for the parcels of their officers, 
unles thei can excuse thew-selves for some good & resonable cause, 
tmestres SO as the liverees of bred & wine, & other t necessaries 
which belonge to the account, may daily, whm occasion fitteth, be 
harde & reformed, as the discretio?i of the steward & thresorer shal 
thinke resonable. 

70. And let al officers do that appertaineth to their places; if 
thei do not, at the first the steward & thresorer shal at the first fully 
& in faire manner warne them of it. If after thei ofifende, & have 
W£^e^, thei shal lose their wages for a month; & for the thirde 
offence, after ^ gentle admonitio?i give?^, thei shal forfait their wages. 

The seconde offence is losse of allowance for shues j the third 2, 
losse of his robe ; & the forth, forf aiteth the freedome of accesse to 
the imges houshold, without hope of attayniTig it againe. 
jdewchef 71. JEurthermore it is ordained that no knight 

Isconduit § shalbe barred the houshold ; yet none of them shalbe 
^mSn^iiTcourt allowed a squier except his estate reqwire it ; nether shal 
wfihoat Licence he make his abode there above three daies without the 
kinges special commauTidemewt. 

72. It is also ordained that the ordinances for the houshold 
which were made at wodestoke, be observed in such manner as thei 
are ordained ; nameli, that the marshals or ushers of the hal shal 
not suffer that any, though he be of the kinges meigne, eate not in 
the halle, nor take any thinge out of the houshold, if bi the devised 
orders he be not allowed so to doe, but those only which have robes 
of the kinge ; & txotlq of them shal take wages for his diet in his 
liveree, alwaies excepted those times when strangers be receved & 
honored as thei ought to be. And if it happe7» that any of the 
houshold that ought not to eate in the halle, do eate there without 
' p, 47. ' MS. seoonde 
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their leave wA^cll have power to give leave, both he & the usher that 
sufiTreth him to come in shal incurre the paine before ordained. 

73. And it is ordained that none shal remaine in any of the 
♦ esquii. offices of the panetry, Butery^ kitchew, * scullery, sausery, 
Kapery, herbergerye, larder, pultry, marshalsy, avenery, Chaundlery, 
nor any other office of the houshold, but such as have a certaine 
office, & take the kinges or Queenes robes. If ani ma.n be otherwise, 
he shalbe takm Ss put in prison til he be ^delivered bi the Steward 
& thre^orer in the f ul account And he that hath the custody of the 
office, & hath suffered him to be there, shalbe punished in like sorte. 
And if the vsher be guilty of it also, he shal endure like punishment. 
garsonB 74. It is likewise ordained that boyes of o&aes that 

have robes allowed them, & diet in the hal, as those of the panetri, 
t barrons Gaiies butteri, kitchew, & other offices of the houshold^ & f welsh 

•pour gSLTCons , 

Gaiiea, ut opinor boies, archiers, messagers, or others, so as none may 
embesil the kinges almes. And if ani do, the chief Almner shal shew 
it at the accou?zt before the steward & thxesorer as is aforesaid, who 
shal theruppow declare their plesure, uppon the foresaid paine. 

75. It is also ordained that no valet de mesUer shal from hence- 
forth have horses in Court, except he have certaine wages allowed 
him of the kinge for him & his horse. If ani other be founde to 
have a horse, the horse shalbe takm from him & delivered to the 
Almner ; & the Almner shal give him away, for godes sake. And 
this shalbe observed as many times as he is founde to have any horse. 

76. It is also ordeined that no serjant vallet, nor other of the 
house, shal eat in other place then the hal, except he be let bloode 
bi licence of the Stewarde & thr^aorer, or others supplying their 
places, or be sicke, for which, cause he should have his livery out of 
the housholde. 

77. It is likewise commau/ided that no stranger eate in any of 
the offices, nor be receved into th&tn hi them of the office, nor others 
of the houshold. If any of the houshold offend herein, he shal be 
punished as before. And the pantler, ^ butler, coke, & others thut 
serve them, shal have the punishm^,nt before at the first ordained. 

78. It is also ordained that no vaUet de mestier have ani page 

' p. 48. = p. 49. 
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hut thei of the kitclieii, who shalbe two & two to a page. If ani 
maw do otherwise, the doer, & he that suffereth it, having charge of 
him, shalbe punished as aforesaid. 

79. It is ordained that no vaUet de me&tier in the kitchew, or 
any other office id the houshold, give away any thinge hi way of 
curtesye without their leave to whom it appMaineth, If he doth 
it he shalbe punished, & he also that hath the custody of him. 

80. It is ordained that no esqidev, nor other, medle w^th the cari- 
age of bred, wine, or any vittailes after thei are set on the table, those 
onli excepted to whom that service pertaines bi reson of their offices. 
And if any of the houshold offende, he shal be punished as before. 

81. jN'o knight of the houshold shal take any liveree, if [he] be 
of the houshold only, & not in any office, 

82. It is ordained that the kinge & Queenes steward shal exaiaine, 
once a weeke at the least, how many of the kinge & Queenes doge^ 
shal have liveree, & give commaxmdemmt to the clarke of the 
panetri to auwswere at thaccouwt. 

83. It is also ordained that to such Esquiers as have wages, & are 
sicke, ^& the vallete^ de mestier when thei are sicke, have liveree 
according to their estate bi thappointment of the steward & thresorer. 

84. It is also ordained that the great lordes, whioh. have their 



kinge lyeth, shal have wine, candles, & liveree for their chamber- 
laine, according to the steward & threscwers appointment. 

85. The Queenes steward & tliresorei shalbe alwaies at the 
account, to cause the messes to be examined, & the genies de mestier, 
tdeversmadame+w/iich are belonging to her highnes & her meignee, & 
to cause the outrages to be amended. And aL the seijantes shalbe 
at the accoimt to au?^swere their owne doynges, 

86. It is also ordained that the kinge shalbe served with iiij 
courses & no more, for him & the great hides that eate at his table, 
& the Queene also. And that in al other places of his houshold, al 
shalbe served with three courses, save the boies, who shal have two. 

87. It is ordained that al palfreours & somters of the kinges 
house, whatsoever thei be, shal have ij* a day. Those of the Idages 




cha??zber * appointed thew in the same court wherin the 
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houshold that are weake & unable to travel, as valletes de mestzer, 
charetters, somters, messager^, & al others, shalbe sent to divers 
hospitals & abbies that hold of the kinge, & are not formerly 
charged, & their thei shal have livelihod according to their estates. 

88. 'No liveree, boiled or rawe, shalbe made in no parte ^of the 
houshold ether of the kinge or Queene, but to the great pantery & 
dele grand butterv, kitchln, larder. & the great houshold for the 

hostiel de vers le ' ' ^ 

meignee. meignee. 

These ought to be the liverees of the houshold. 

89. And it is ordained that al the presenter that from hence- 
forth shalbe sent to our lord the kinge, shalbe delivered, without 
delay or advisemewt, to the serjant of the ofl&ces of his houshold, 
according to the nature of the presenter, so as thei which shal have 
fees may have them from their warde, after thei have dereigned 
before the steward, thresorer, & the serjantes of thacco^nt, what fee 
thei shal have for such a present. And if any mm do ought against 
this ordenance, & take such fee w4thout having it deraigned as 
aforesaid, if it be not out of the warde of the serj antes of thoffices of 
the houshold, whosoever he be that so doeth, shal immediateli acquit 
*demande the valew of the whol * present, wMcIl shalbe sent to 
the kinge. And the thresorer of the warderobe, as sone as he shal 
knowe that such thinges are iakm otherwise then out of the ser- 
jante* of the offices warde, be he knight, clarke, serjant, or vallet, 
that hath fees, wages, or robes of the kinge, so much in valew as the 
kinges whol present shal amount unto^ shal without further judg- 
ment cause to be held guilty & set it uppow him that hath takera it. 
attdSr* valew shalbe recovered, ether from his fees, 
wages, or robes, as the valew may sonest be levied. 

90. It is ordained & commaunded by o^^r Lord the kinge, that 
t avantalour their shalbe a f foregoer in the kinges houshold, but in 
manner hereafter writtew. And thei shalbe fore-goers for whom 
men wil au?2swere, & their names shalbe delivered to the marshals. 
If their be any other taken, he shal forewith be taken & imprisonned, 
2& not be delivered without the kinges special cowmaundmewt ; & 
no man shalbe avant-aloMr who hath for-jured the Court. 

> p. 61. ' p. 52. 
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for the warderoLe & al the darken therof 
for thOi privy seale & al the darken 
for them wA^ch carve ^ before ^Ae kinge 
for the Butlers for the kinge^ mouth, & him \ 

wA*ch serveth the cuppe ) 
for the assayowrs for the kinges mouth 
for the 2 master paneters, & the valletet<f of \ 

thai mistery under therw ) 
for the master Cokes for the kinge^ mouth, \ 

& vallate^ under them ) 
for the Chaplins & the darken of tliQ chappel 
for knight(?5 having o&Qes each his harhegeowr 
for the cowtrerollei 
for tliQ coffrer 

for al tliQ knightes w7?'/ch ly together 
for the infantes in warde 
for the vshers of the chamber 
for the frut^rer, naperer, Ewer, & their \ 

valletes of mistery j 
for the squiers attendmt^ on th^ kinge 
for al othe?* esq^^^ers atte??-dawte5 in the hal 
for the chief butler & his companion & their | 

valletft? ) 
for the clarke of the panetre, botery, & those \ 

under the7^^ j 
for tliQ clarke of the kitche?*, & achatoi(7's 
for ij master Cokes for the meignee, the \ 

lardiner & the valletea j 
for the chaundelowr & ^Ae valletes of that \ 

mistery ) 
for the mast^ Esquiller & one companion 
2 for the Saucerye & al those of that office 
for ij phisitiens 
for th^ kinges surgeon 
for al the valletes of iJiQ chambre 

' trenchent ' p. 63. 



j. herberger named, 
j. herherger named, 
j. herherger named. 

j. herherger named. 

j. herherger named. 

j. herherger named. 

herherger named. 

herherger named, 
herherger named. 
herherger named. 
herherger named. 
herherger named. 
herherger named, 
herfier^er named. 

her&er^er named. 

herherger named. 
herherger named. 

j, he?*&er^er named. 

j. herherger named, 
j. herherger named, 
j. herherger named. 

j. herfcer^jrer named. 

j. herSer^er named, 
j. herherger named, 
j. herhergei^ named, 
j. herherger named, 
j. herherger named. 
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for the porter & the vallete* 
for the 2. gaytes & waffrers 
for the palfrers & coursers 
for Adam de Bowyer, John HauberjoMr, \ 
'Robert Gynow, Hugo Bungay ) 
for tJie baker & valletes 
for the avener & al under him 
for the ausmoner & al under him 
for the PuUeter, the herherger, & their valletc^ 
for the kinges corifessowr 
for al the minstrelx 

for the marshals of the hal, the vshers, & ) 
their ser^mtes j 
for the fauconers 

for the huntsmen, ventrers, & the dogeA* that \ 
ruwne at hares ) 
for the Somters & charetters 
for the Steward & Crowners clarke 
91. 



herberger named. 
herherger named. 
herberger named. 

herberger named. 

herberger named. 
herberger named. 
herberger named. 
herberger named. 

herherger named. 
herberger named. 

herberger named, 

herberger named. 

herberger named. 

herberger named. 
herberger named. 



Bribowrsc Wilh'am Plane j dame Guwnore for the chambre. 
a nuite t Maure ) christiera Scot for the wardrobe. 
The wife of Simon the Euwar, for the naperye. 
Annote the walsh, for the whol comi?zalty of the houshold. 

92. It is to be remembred that owr lord the kinge hath com- 
mauw-ded his marshals, that thei serche from weeke to weeke if there 
be any stranger that foloweth ^the court whom no main avoweth, he 
shal foi[th]wtth be taken & punished, as is formerli ordained. 

93. And owr lord the kinge willeth that the place of the 
marshalcy of his houshold be charged with no other ministres then 
it ought of right, that is, wtth a Coroner & "his clarke for the kinge, 
& one knight & one clarke, one serjant, one vallet de mest^er to kepe 
the prisonne for the Erie marshal. And if the same ministers ca« 
not execute al the kinges commau^zdemewtes & executions of the bills 
of the same place, o?^r lord the kinge wil[leth] that the sherifs & 
bailifs sworne for the cuwtry wMch the kinge cometh thorough, 
shalbe charged to aide the marshals to sarve the billes of the place, 

' p, 64. 
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& do the Idnges cowmaundemerat, as thei slialbe charged, whersoever 
the kinge shal comme.. 

94. And for-as-much as hideous complaintcs & cryes come to the 
court day hi day, of great affraies & mischiefs done in the cuntry 
where the kinge goeth, by people that f ollowe the court, without the 
avowry of any ma?z, & hi womew of folish lifej as for homicides, 
roheries, breking of houses, & wrongeful actes done by them. St. 
nicholas in the yeare of the raigne of out lord kinge Edwarde the 
xij*^j in the citty of yorke, for the commow profet of the cuwtri, & 
to avoid the court of al manner of such people. And the kinge 
coffzmauwdeth that al sutors avoide the court cow.tinually, but such 
as are in the Coroners rol in the marshalsy, Ss there entred & receved 
bi good mainprise. *And if other be founde^ w^thin the court 
or els-where wz'thin the vierge, folowing the Court after the kinge is 
removed out of the said cittie, that he be taken & imprisoned, & not 
delivered without the stewarde. And that no mm follow the court 
that hath not a lord or master to avowe him. And that none of 
the kinge^ meignee, of what conditio?^ soever he be, knight or clarke, 
serjant, esquier, charetter or sompter boy, page or sutor, keepe his wife 
at the court, nor els-where as a folower of the court ; but only such 
womeTz to be there, w^i'ch are in chief with the kinge, or such as are 
intitled in the marshalsy in the Coroners roul, there to be imploied in 
orSnl^cesf ccrtaiue offices. If any other be f ounde there after * these 
ordina7ices proclaimed, such as keepe them there shal avoid the 
kinges houshold, except the kinge ple[se] to pardon them. And that 
tdefoievie none of the court leade w^th him any womm of t dis- 
honest life : if ani such woman be founde, he that she avoweth hex 
self by, shalbe taken & imprisoned, & not delivered but bi the 
Stewarde. 

It is likewise [to be remembered, that^] a certaine paine is ordained 
for those me?* vrhich, after proclamation made, be their found, cowtrari 
to these ordinance,?; first, thei shal forjure the houshold ; if after that 
thei be taken, thei shalbe layd up in yrons, & there continew xL 
dayes with bred & water; after "which, their bodies shalbe at the 
.kinges plesure. 

' p. 55. ' MS. finde. ^ ordained on the for crossed throngJi, 
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*defoiavie Concerning womew *of il life thai follow the court 

after thai have forsworne the court : being taken againe, thei shalbe 
marked in the fore-hed w^th an hote iron. The thirde time thei 
shalbe imprisoned, as is aforesaid of me». 

^ Al these pointer shalbe proclaimed in the houshold now at the 
first three dales, so as everi one that foUoweth the court may have 
resonable warninge; & the y^re after, it shalbe proclaimed everi 
sonday. 

Also in as much as complaint hath been made to the scwd 
Stewarde of the great charge of people that follow e the marshalcy 
where-soever the kinge goe, in much greternumber then was wowt 
to be, or of right ought to be, suffered; concerning these, the 
Couwsel hath ordained that the auwtiewt custome w/i*ch was used in 
the daies of the late kinge, & in the times of former erles^ marshals, 
shal fro??i henceforth be fuUi held & used ; — ^]^J"ameli, there shalbe the 
Erie him-self in this place, & a knight lieutenant to the Earle, & a 
clarke under him, & one other to write his rolles. The erle shal also 
have a serjant to make attachementes & herberges, & he shal have 
under him a foote-ma?^ to doe execution of the billes. And the erle 
shal also have a vallet for the prison. 

' p. 66. 
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p. 44. The Keeper of the King^s Hounds. Compare the following from 
J.Bridges's History of Northamptonshire (ed. Rev. P. Whalley), 1791 ; vol. ii, 
p. 358, col. 2. " In the tenth year of Edw. II. died John Lovell, seized of one 
messuage and one carucate of land with its appurtenances in Weldon parva, 
which he held of the crown in capite, by the service of keeping, at his own 
charge, fifteen of the king's hounds, every year in Lent. These were the 
lands, we suppose, which the sheriff of the county, in the first of Hen. III., was 
directed to give possession of to Hamon le Yen or, or the Hunter. Leaving no 
male issue, the premises devolved to Margery, his daughter, the wife of Thomas 
de Borohunt. On paying a fine of xls, in the fourteenth of this reign for a 
relief, the said Thomas and Margery de Borchunte had livery of this estate. 
He died in the fourteenth year of Edw. III., Margery, his wife, surviving him, 
and was succeeded by John, his son, a minor under nineteen years of age." 
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[OEDINANCE FOE THE STATE OE THE WAEDEOBE 
AND THE ACCOUNT OF THE HOUSEHOLD.] 



16. E. 2. (June 1323.^) 
[Ashm, MS. 1147, art Hi, jp. 56.] 

The ordinance for the state of the warderobe, & the account of the 

houshold, made & assented to in the presence of our sovereigne lord 
the kinge, by the honorable fathers William de Melton, archbishop 
of yorke; Walter de Stapleton, bishop of Excester, Thresurer' 
"Walter de Korwich, Eoger de Belers, & other barons of thexcheker, 
being of the kinges cou^^sel, at Yorke, in the moneth of June, in the 
yere of the raigne of kinge Edwarde, sonne of kinge Edwarde the xvj*\ 

(1) for as much as the accountes of the warderobe ^are gretU de- 
laied for divers occasions, it is ordained that no mony be paied nor 
assigned from henceforth to make purveiance for the kinges houshold 
or other thinge^, for wMgIl the garde?* of the warderobe should ac- 
count, except it be bi his owne hande delivered, or paied by warrant 
of his lettTea. It is also ordained that he shal a[l]waies have suf- 
ficient mony in the warderobe. 

(2) Also th' accouwt of the houshold expenses shalbe h[e]arde everi 
day, or everi other day whm the court sojometh, except the steward 
& thresorer be imploied in other greter affaires. And the stsitutes of 
the houshold wil, that if three dales passe w^th-out account, when the 
court sojorneth, the steward & thresorer shal pay of their owne purses 
one dales expenses ; & thei shal infyict the like penalti* uppon the 
inferioM?^ officers if thei be not reddi to accou7^t everi daye. 

(3) Also the great Butler shal make one view of al his office in 
the warderobe, the day after S* Hillary, & an other view at S* John 
baptiste^ day, & a final account at martlemas, uppon the paine before 
written. 

* The following EDglishing of the French original is also by Francis Tate, 
A.D. 1601. * p. 67. ^ penance. 
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(4) The clarke purveio?ir of the great warderobe shal view his 
office once at S* Andrewe-tide, & agaiae in Trinity-weeke, & make a 
final account at michaelmas followinge uppon the former paine. 

(5) Al other forrein ministers wJdch. ought to account in the warde- 
robe shal make a special view of their accouTit every quarter or halfe 
yere, at the plesure of the gardein of the warderobe. So that the 
accounted of the warderobe for one quarter may be finished & per- 
fected in the next quarter after, & given up into thexcheker in the 
ende of the yere, the day after Candlemas in peaceable times, & so 
forth from yere to yere, w^thout further delai or excuse. 

(6) ^ Also that al the ministers that should account in the warderobe 
when thei are warned by the garden of the wardrobe, ^comme not to 
take view, to accouwt, or do that wA^ch appertaineth to their account, 
then let thew be put out of the kinges service for ever, & grevously 
punished. And let their names & their charge be delivered to the 
barons of thexcheker, to take their goodes, chattels, & body, & to 
sue them in the kinges behalf e, as such who should accoimt according 
to the lawe & custome of thexcheker. 

(7) Also the clarkes of the office shall accoufzt for their so?nmes 
by the moneth or bi the quarter, according to the discretion of garde?» 
of the warderobe, & that uppon the paine aforesa^d. 

(8) He that accounteth in the warderobe & is in arrerages, shalbe 
delivered to the marshalsy, & there detained til he have made agre- 
ment for his arrerages. 

(9) And for as much as the last yeeres account is verri diffuse, & 
requireth great delay to have it wel arraied for the purveiance^ of 
vittails & paiment of wages in the time of warre, & many other 
waighti resons : It is ordained that the Cofirer that hath made the 
paimente^, take helpe to him if need be, & attend wholly to the 
arraying of the account, & let commaundement be given him in the 
kinges name to do it fulli & spedeli. And that an other be in his 
steed made Cofferer the beginning of the xvij*^ yere, in the meane 
time to hasten thaccountes of the yere past, for peraventure he can 
not do both but with great delay. And let him first heere the 
accounted of the houshold in the same houshold after the feast of S* 



» p. 68. 
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micliaeZ. if the thresurer of the warderobe thinke good to tarri at 
London to heere ^the forren accouwte, so as he may ceitefy 
thexcheker of such as come not to bringe them to account before 
him. And such CofiFrer as shalbe so ordained a-new for the meane 
seson shal houlde the course aforesaid for thexpence of the warderobe. 

(10) As to the houshold it-self, let a convenient mene be ordained, 
& the names in certain delivered to the saii waxdm & to the clarke 
of the marshalsy. 

And that the ministres of the houshold be fit & sufficient mm, & 
raskals be removed from everi ofl&ce. 

(11) The paiment of thinges purveied for the houshold on ordinari 
dales, except the great purveiance* & the puUetrie, shalbe made in 
the warderobe in the presence of the darken of the offices, for there 
the tresurer of the warderobe may better see & examine the achates 
for the kinges profet. 

(12) Also for makinge the great pwrveiance in faires of great bestes, 
against the Parliament or great feast ; let the bestes be viewed when 
thei come to the Court, bi the steward & thresuiGx of the houshold if 
thei caw attewde it, or bi the Controller, the chiefe usher of the halle 
being a knight, & the clarke of the kitchen^ to whom it properli 
appertaineth to see such achates ; & if thei see the achate is convenient 
& fit, then, whe?i time serveth, thei mai cause three of the bestes of 
that buy[i]ng to be killed, that is, one of the hyghest price, an other 
of a midle price, & a thirde of the lowest price. And the Controller 
or his clarke should be at the cutting out of the bestes, & write 
downe how many messe the best beste wil make, how many the 
midle ^ beste, & how many the worst of them maketh. And this he 
must testefy at the account in the warderobe ; & if it happen their 
be any bestes w7^^ch are not worth the price thei were bought at, 
thei may cast them uppo?* the buyer, so as if he have made a folish 
bargaine, the damage mai light uppon him. 

(13) Touching the p^rveiance of heringe & great fish, let it be 

' p. 59. 

- See the duties of Henry VIIL's Clerk of the Kitchen and Controller, in 
Francis Thynne's Animadversions (Hindwords, p. xxii, xxxi, E.E. T. S,, 1865, 
2Dd ed. 1876) ; and these, and those of other kings' officers, in the Household 
Ordimnces of the Society of Antiquaries. ^ p. 60. 
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ordained that it be done in due seson; & let the quantiti of the 
pwrveiance & the price be fo^th-w^th certefied into the warderobe, & 
the fishe viewed hi the co?^trolle^, chiefe vsher of the hal, & the 
clarke of the kitche^z, as is aforesaid of the pwrveiance of flesh. And 
it is to be knowew, that of somme manner of fish the hu?^dred cotc- 
taineth six score, & of some other sort, nine score. 

(14) Concerning the great pwrveiance of wines against parliament 
or solemne feast, let the pwrveiance be surveied as aforesaid, that is, 
everi clarke where the wines shalbe ^ couched, how many tur^nes are 
in everi celler, & that everi tunne be fulle & tasted bi the CoTztroller, 
chiefe vsher of the hal, clarke of the buttery, so as if any tonel be 
found to be corrupt in any sort, & not somii for mans body to 
drinke, let the botome of the tonel be knocked out, & the wine spilt, 
& the losse ly on the Butler •which, bought such wine. The number 
of tonnes & the prise shalbe testefied bi the controller in the warde- 
robe ; & after the parliament or feast ended, the kinge shal cause a 
* enoiiies view to be take^z bi the controller, & the tonnes * perced, 
& then let it be examined whether the allowance of wine made in 
the houshold agree With the receifc & remaines of the wine. 

(15) 2 Also in the office of the marshalsy there ought to be two 
darken & two valletes de mestier, wherof the one is named Clarke of 
the march 2: & the other clarke of the Avenery. The clarke of the 
avenery & one of the vallets de mesteer shal go thorough the cuntry 
to make purveyance of hey & oates, & send it to the howshold ; <fc 
the clarke of the marchau^ci/ & the other vallet de mest^er must 
remaine at the houshold to receve the said purveiance, & deliver it 
out for the kinges horses. And that dark of the merchauZc^/ 
t deit getter e« + ought to accouwt & sct downe daily in his roll what 

enbrever ^ 

t vakent clarkes, valletes, serjantes, are at wages, when they J be 
absent & when they come j is therof to make bills with his owne 
hand-writinge from halfe-yere to halfe-yere, to be delivered into the 
warderobe, for their accounted at the paimentes. If they do it 
not, they shalbe punished by the discretion of the steward & 
§ gardein § master of the wardrobe. 

(16) It must be remembred, concerning the Baker & his people, 

* herberges. * p, 61. ' market crossed thrmigh vn, MS, 
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that are at the king^s charge, that they deliver no more bred then 
strange bakers. 

(17) It must be remembred that the kinge should offer every day 
a great . peny, w/izch shal way vij*. This peny the thresorer of the 
* baudra warderobe shal * deliver to the kinge at foure feastefi in 
the yere 3 that is to say, at the feast of al Saintes, ITew-yeres-tyde, 
Easter & whitsontide. And at these iiij feasted the thresorer & the 
Cofferer shati: bringe C\ devided into ij silver basens, of which they 
should profer to every one a peny, vrhich wil offer in that chapel. 
And this they commonly do also at the service of the dead, which. 
tfaitsp^esp^ +be specially done before the kinge in his chapel or 
other church. 

Tjffiyne*^^^^ Also the kinge should offer in certaine uppon J the 
feast of Epiphany, a florence, with mirrh & incence, severally tyed 
in a silk cloth, in remembrance of the three kinges ; this offringe 
must be delivered hym by the sa*d thresorer. 

^Also the kinge ought, every feast of St. Thomas of Canterbzi?^, 
offer at the shrine of Tho. at Cant., or send one thither to offer 
for him at that feast, the floreins of Florence, in name of Chivage. 

Also the kinge should offer certeinly at the orosse vpon the day 
of the great friday, five shilling^^^, which he was accustomed to 
fur^S'sara^ainT §receve to him from the hand of his Chaplein to give 
enta^Six^a'^^it for medicine to divers people, & to put therto other 
pur medicine v^. And if OUT lovdes thome be there, he should offer 
to the thorne iijl And at the crosse of the resurrection, vppow 
Easter-day, v^ 

Also the kinge doth accustomably offer a davon by special 
devocion, a florein of florence vppon the feast of S* John thevange- 
list in Christmas. And vppon the feast of the purification of our 
lady, the like floreins. When the kinge should offer mony to relikes 
or alters in churches, he should offer vij* of custome. And of 
auncient custome, the kinges Almoner should receve in the warderobe, 
at each of the foresaid foure feasted, xxv' for the pouerte of CG powre, 
in honour of the said feastes. 

Hitherto the old parchement books. 
» p. 62. 



EXTRACTS FROM 

EDWAED IV'S HOUSEHOLD BOOK, 

ASHMOLE MS. 1147*, AND HARLEIAN MS. 642, 

SHOWING- THE DUTIES OE HIS 

SQUIKES, AND VALETS OR YEOMEJST OF THE CHAMBER, 

WITH 

CHAUCER'S OATH 
AS CONTROLLER OF THE CUSTOMS. 



* The only clause in this Ashm. MS. 1147, art. iv, p. 34, applying to 
Chaucer's later office of Clerk of the Works, — which he held from July 12, 
1389, to June 17, 1391,— is:— 

"Ixij. Clarke of Werkis called by the noble Edward Clere des Covers du roy, 
prdgnt sa go-ges, fees, et lautre choses SLppertenantes a son office, i^ar 
I'assignenQi^^tt du Treaorer Dengliterre, de hors le Charge du loistelle du 
Roy : This Clarke hath noe duty belonging to him in this houshold by 
vertue of his Office outward. But & he be appointed by the SoueT'aigne 
of houshold to take Wages &c Clothing in the houshold, it mought cause 
him to he more careful! to apply all necessary things?* to be made for the 
of^ces & office^rs in houshold, & then he taketh liu&ry as squiers in 
houshold." 



64 EDWARD IV*S HOUSEHOLD BOOK. ASHMOLE MS. 1147. 

EXTRACTS FROM EDWARD IV^S 
HOUSEHOLD BOOK. 

[Ashm. MS. 1147, art. iv, p. 15, by Trancis Tate.] 

Domus Eegis Angl. t. E. 4. 

Ca. xxx"°. Esqwtei's for the body, iiij, of the noble patient con- 
dicton, sitting in the Kinge^ Chamber & Hall w^th a person of like 
se?niice, & that his Knighted seruice ; taken for his Chamber & 
liuery at night, dimidium a chet lofe, j quart wine, j. gallo?i ale ; & 
for winter linery, from alhoUantide till Ester, j percher waxe, j CandZe, 
waxe, ij CandW parich, j tallwode dimidium wage^ in the Compting- 
house when he is ipresente in Court, daily allowed him^ vij d. ob,, & 
Clothing With the houshold for winter & Sommer, or els x? keeping 
withm this Court ; but ij serwanies ; liuery suflficiently for their 
horses in the Cuntry by the Herbengen And if any of them be 
sicke, he shall take sicke liuery with Knightes for a while, litter & 
Bushes all the yeare &c. ij persones. 



^ 7 orosst out in MS. 
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^LIBER NIGER DOMUS REGIS 
EDWARDI IV. 
(A.D. 1461—82.) 
[^Harl MS, 642, leaf 38.] 

^®i5Xj[ttmj3 te the ^oig* fower, noble of Conditions, whereof 
allwaye two be attendant on the Kinge^ person, to array him and 
vnarray him, watche day and night, and to dresse him in his 
cloathes : and^ they be callers to the Chamberlaine, if any thinge 
lacke for his person or plesauncez : theyre ^ busines is in many 
secrettes, some sitting in the Kinges Chambre, some in the hall, with 
persones of like semice, which is callid ' Knyghtes Seruice,* Taking 
euerych of them for his Liuerey at night, dimidmwt cheete loofe, one 
qnart wyn, one gallon ale ; And for winter Liuerey, froia Alhallowin- 
tyde till Eastre, one percher wex, one candle wex, two candles pans, 
one tallwod^ dimid^^^w, And wages in the Countinghouse : if he be 
presente in Court, daily, seauen pence halfepenny, and cloathing 
with the howsold, winter and summer"^, or fortie shillinge^ besides 
his other fee of lewelhouse, or of the Thesaurer of Englond; and 
besides, his watcheing cloathing of Chambre, of the Kinges Ward- 
robe. He hath abydiag into this Court but two servauntes, Liuerey 
sufficient for his horses in the Countrie by the herberger^. ^And if 
any Squier for the body be lett blood^^, or elles forewatchid, he shall 
haue sike liuerey with Knighted, litter and Rushes aU the yeare of 
the Sergeaunt Ysher of the hall and Chambre: oftentimes these 
stand in steade of Caruers and Cupbearers. 

' Printed in household Ordinances, 1790, p. 36, from another MS., or some 
one's fancy, though the book says it*s printed from Harl. 642. 

^ The titlepage of the MS. is " Basilica (Eeonomia / Or severall Ordi- 
nances, / Rules and Orders for the Go/vernment of the Howsehold / of the 
"Kings and Queenes of / England / And their Children, both of / former and 
of later times / An / Exact Index of which parti/culers is inserted in the next / 
page ensuinge / And a large Table is placed at the / end off the Booke of y* 
Contents / of the whole / " 

''^ MS. Contents (Tabula), ' De Soutiferarijs pro Corpore Regis, f. 38, a.' 

^ MS. and if, ^ MS. his : print theyre. ^ print tallwood, 

' MS. sunner. ^ print Kings herberger. ^ leaf 38, back. 

'° This lettyng blode, or clystryng, is to avoyde pestylenoe ; and therefore 
the people take lyverey out of oourte, and not for every syknesse in man con- 
tynuynge in this courte. H, (h*d,, p. 34, under Knyghts of Rot^ehold, xii. 
HOUSEHOLD OBD. 6 
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[Ashm, MS, 1147, art. iv, p. 18.] 

Ca. xxxvj***, yeomen of Chamber, iiij, to make the beddes, to 
beare & hold the torches before the King, to hang the Chamber, & . 
such other seruic^^, at the Cowimaundemewt of the Chamberlaine, or 
Gent* Ysher in his absence. They eate in the Kinges Chamber or 
hall, as the Vshers will assigne, taking for their wag65 allowed, euery 
man daily, yf he be pmente in Court, by the ChekkeroU iij*, & 
Clothing w^'th the houshold, winter & sommer, & changes for euery- 
ech of them yearly, or els in money xviij*, besides their watching 
clothing of the wardrober. The sta#«*tes of noble Edward will give 
one of them for his daily expenses out of Court, iiij d. Allsoe it 
hath bine accustomed, one of these yeomen to be yeoman Surgeon. 
Allsoe their expences out of Court, sent by the Chamber-lyen for 
matters of the Chamber, are payd in the lewel-house. And alwayes 
ij of these yeomen haue into the Court j honest semant. The 
Eemanent at their liuery, assigned by the Herbenger, w*th the yeo- 
men of Crowne. And if any of them be sicke, he taketh liuery, ij 
loues, j messe of great meat for all day, j gdXlon ale, & carriage of the 
King for their competent bedding, by the Comptrollers ouersight and 
assiguement. viij persons. 

[Aslim, MS. 1147, art, iv, p. 26.] 

Ca. xlviij, Squiers of houshold xl, and more yf it plese the 
King, wtth advise of his highe Counsell : chosen men in worship & 
of great worth ; Also to be of sundry shires, to knowe the disposiczon 
of the Cuntries ; & of these, to be continually in Court, xx squiers 
attenda?zte5 vppon the Kinges person, in Eiding and going, & to 
seme his table from serveyeng bourd & other places, as the Kinges 
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De valectis Camere Regis ^. 

^H^ontCtt 0{ fitha;mhu iiij, to make beddis, to beare or hold 
torches, to sett boardis, to apparell all Cliambers, and such othir 
seruices as the Chamberlaine, or Vshers of Chamhre, comaunde 
or assigne ; to attend the Chambre ; to watche the King by course ; 
to goe in messages, &c. ; Taking for there wages, as yomen of 
Crowne doe in the Cheokerrole, and cloathing like^, beside there 
watchinge cloathing of the Kinges Wardrober. The statutes of noble 
Edward would giue but one of these, for his expenses out of Court, 
but fowerpence. And it hath bene seene often, that one of these 
yeomen hath be *also yeoman Surgean, for twey causes. Also two 
of these dyne and sope in the Chambre ; Also there expenses out of 
Court, sent by the Chamberlaine or Vshers, then to be paid in the 
lewelhouse. And allway two of these yomen haue one honest 
seruant into Court. The remanent at theire liuerey, assigned by the 
herberger^, togedre, or with the yomen of crowne, sufficiently lodgid ; 
And if any of them be lett blood, or sicke, then to haue as the 
yomen of the Crowne^, and Carriage by the Controller competent; 
two men to a bedd. 



[Harl MS. 642, leaf 55, H. Ord., p. 45.] 

'^§qnxtz& of ^Xrtt5?alb xl : or moe if it please the Kinge, by the 
aduise of his highe Counsell ; to be chosen men of their possession, 
worship, and wisdome ; Also to be of sundrie shires, by whome it 
may be knowne the disposition of the Countries : And of these, to 
be contimially in this Court, twentie Squires attendante^ on the 
Kinges person, in ryding and goeing at all times; And to helpe 

* Tabula, leaf 5, back, with a wrong reference to the Groomes or Garciones, 

* leaf 43, back. 

' " dayly . . iiid., and clothing for wynter and somer, and ohaunoes yerely, 
or elles xviiis., besides theire watchyng clothing of the Kings warderobe." 
m Ord., p. 38. 

* leaf 44. * ^rint Kings herberger. 

* Daily, one caste of bredde, one messe of greete mete, one gallon ale ; 
and if it be of greet siknesse, he must remove out of courts, or any other." 
H. Ord., p. 39. 

^ De Armigeris hospicij, fol. 55 et 123 132 a et b. Tabula, leaf 6*. 
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Sewer will assigne them. Alsoe by assent amongst them all, some to 
seme the Chamber at one tyme, some the Hall at another tyme, of 
exierj messe that com???eth from the dressing bourd to their hande* 
for such se/uice, Soe that thereof be nothing w«th-drawen by them, 
vppon such paine as the Steward, Tresorer, comptroller, or the 
Judges at the Compting bourd in their absence, after their demenies, 
will award ; They eating in the Hall, sitting togither at both meales 
after, as they serue, by assent. This was the old manner, both for 
honour & profett of the King & his Court, euery each of them taketh 
for his liiierj at night, dimidium gallon ale ; And for winter season, 
each of them ij Candles pa?ice, j Maggot or els dimidium tadlwood. 
And when any of them is pmente in Court, him is allowed for 
wages daily in the CheckroU vijd. ob.^; And clothing winter & 
sommer, of the Comptinghouse, or els xP, it hath euer bine in 
speciall Charge to squiers in this Court to weare the Coulowr of the 
KiTiges liuery Customably, for the more glory, & in worshippings 
this honorable houshold. And eu^ry of them to have into thes Court 
j honest servant. And liuery in the Cuntry for their horses and other 
servantes, or in the Towne, by the Harbenger deliuered sufficiently, 
as they be coupled bed fellowed. And if any of them be sicke in 
Court, or neere therto, He taketh for liuery, ij loues, ij messe of great 
meat, j gallon ale for all day, And litter all the yeare of the seriant 
Vsher, for their beddes in Court. And if any of these squiers be 
sent out of Court by Steward, Tresorer, Comptroller, or other of the 
comptinghouse, for any matter touching the comptinghouse or the 
houshold, then he hath daily allowed xij^. Alsoe they pay for the 
carriage of their bedding and ther Harnes in Court. And none of 
them taketh parte of any reward given to the houshold at any tyme, 
Eut if any such giver to Squiers of Houshold by themselues, a part 
from Chamber & Hall, & that by expresse names and wordes, they 
ought nor ar the[y] to depart from Court w*th-out leaue : by the 
speciall act of noble Edward, they shall not keepe noe houndes wtthin 
the Court. iiij""" persons. 



oboluft is a halfpenny 
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seiue his table from the Snrueying hoard, and from other places, as 
the Assewer will assigne ; also, by theire Comyn assent, to assigne 
amongest them selues, some to serue the Kinges Chambre, at one day, 
weeke^, or time; some to serue the hall at another time, of euery 
messe that cometh from the dressing bourd to there handes for such 
seruice, So that therof be nothing withdrawe by these Squires, vpon 
such payne as ^gtyward, Thesaurer, or Controller, or, in theire 
absence, other ludges at [the] Counting bourd, woole awarde, after 
there demerritte^. It may be that the King take[th] into housold in 
all, ^fortie Squires; and yet amongest them all, twentie take not the 
whole wages of the yeare ; wherfore the numbre of persons may be 
receaued and sufferid the better in the CheckerroUe, for a worship, 
and the Kinges profitt saued. They eaten in the hall, sitting togedre 
at any of the both mealis, as they serve ; some the first meate, some 
the latter, by assent. This hathe bene aUway the manner amongest 
them, for honour [and] profitt to the Kinge, and ease to them selfe* 
euery each of them taketh for his Liuerey at night, dimidmm gallon 
ale ; And for winter season, each of them taketh two candles parr is, 
one faggott or elles dimidmm tallwood } and when any of them is 
present in Court, him is allowed for daily wagis in the CheckerrooUe, 
seauen pence halfepenny, and cloathing winter and summer^, or elles 
fortie shillinge& It hath euer bene in speciall charge to Squires in 
this Court, to weare the Kinges liuerey ^Customablely, for the more 
glorie, and in worshipping this honorable housold; ®and euery of 
them to haue into this Court one honest seruant, and suihsauiit 
liuerey, in the townes or Countrey, for theire horses and other serv- 
antes, by the herberger ; two gentlemen lodgid togedre, as they be 
coupled bedfellowes by the Gentlemen Vshers : And if any of them 
be lett blood, or sicke, in Court, or niglie therto, he taketh liuerey in , 
eating dales, two loauis, two messe of grete meate, one gallon ale for 
all day, and litter, all the yeare, of the Sergeant Ysher of the hall 
for there bedis in Court ; And if any of these Squires be sent out of 
Court by [the] Styward, Thesaurer, Controller, or other of the 
Counting house, for matter touching the housold, then he hath daily 



' MS. wole, print weeke. ' leaf 65, back. * print 60, 

* MS. sunner, ^ leaf 66. * Sidemte : One seruant a peice. 
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allowed hym xij* by petition. Also, they pay for there carriage of 
harneis in Courts They take no part of the general! guiftes, neither 
with Chambre nor hall, But if the giuer giue them specially a parte 
by expresse name or wordes. none of these should depart from Court, 
but by license of Styward, Thesaurer, or souerainz of the Counting 
house, that knowe howe the King is accompanied best ; And to take 
a daye ^when they shall come againe, vpon paine of losse of wages 
at his next comeing. That noe Sergeant of office, nor Squire, nor 
yoman, nor groome, but as be appointed in this booke, to dyne or 
sope out of halle and^ Kinges Chambre ; nor to* withdrawe any 
seraice, or elles to hurt or little the Allmesse of hall or Chambre, 
vpon such paine as the soueraines of howsold woole award by the 
statutes of noble Edward the Third, In none office, &c. hit hath 
bene often, in daies bifore, comaundid by the Counting house, that 
in feriall dayes, after that the Kinge and Queene, and ther Chambres, 
and the soueraines of housold in the hall, be seruid, that then such 
honest yomen of howsold be callid or assignid to serue from the 
dressour to the haU, the remanent, specially suche as here wages, 
that if any seruice be withdrawne by them, that then they to be 
Notapio Antient corrected therfore. These Esquires of housold of old 
these Esquirs. be accustomed, winter and summer^, in afternoones and 
in eueninges, to drawe to Lordes Chambres within Court, there to 
keep honest company after there Cunninge, in talking of Cronicles 
of Kinges, and of others ®Pollicies, or in pipeing or harpeing, song- 
inges'^, or other actes marcealls, to helpe to occupie the Court, and 
accompanie estraingers, till the time require of departing. 



[a Squire's yearly Allowances^ and their Cod £51. 

Harl. MS. 642, leaf 67.J 

^'§orm& uxrna tt blttma que hie fundat sub tali \ 
forma, 'videlicet^ vnius Armigeri de possessione clare in J L. li. 
Anglia, per Annum, super 

' Sidenote: No Carriage. ^ leaf 56, back. * print or. * print do. 
* MS. sunner* ® leaf 57. Ifor othets read other, with the print in H, Ord, 
^ print synginge, * This Latin and account are not in the printed Ord, 
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PriJttib^t Seneschallus siue Gubemator cuius- \ 

cunque domus, quod capiat prim am Septimanam per f otest 

poUiciam in adiutorium totius Anni sequentis. Et quod 4 ^ 

habet de remanen^z Stauro &c quando incepit / 

xiij loavis bake in housold, iij d. 

viij gallons mene ale in bousold, iiij d. 

Pro Sidre to helpe the dayes, or made — sine pretio. 

in boefe daily, or mutton fresh, or elles all poudred ) ^ 
is more auaile, ) ' 

Motton dayly bought, ij d. 

Pro dietar^o ad xx d. inde : Bacon, Porkes, veelis, venison, Pigges, 
Lanibys, capones, hennys, Chickens, Cony, pidgeons, egges, milke, 
cheese of fower kyne to the paile, herbage, onions, garlike, &c., by 
husbandrie and helpe o£ one daye with another, de staure, vj d., 
Suni?Jia diet to xx d, 

Summa Anni, xxiiij li. vj s. 

eightpence, 

^Item for wood, cole. Candle, Saute dayly, salte and ) - ^ 
otemeale, j ^ ' 

In like wise these twentie pence, in fishe dales, must be deuided 
by husbandrie and helpe of Eiuers and pondes, Sso, 

Pro camera et reparaoiowe vesture, simul cum obla- ) 
tionibus et elemosinis. Summa per annum, ) iiij li. 

Pro necessarijs domus emendis reparandis, cum ex- ) 
pensis forum, &c. Summa ) 

Pro emptione et excambijs equorum, carriagiorum, ) .... j. 
feni, et aliorum, per Annnm estimatur, Summa ) ' 

Pro vadijs vnius Clirici, xl s. ; duorum valectorMm, — \ 
iiij li. ; duorum garcionum ad — xl s. ; et duoxum pu[e]- > ix li. 
rorum, — xxs. ; per An[n]um. Summa ; 

Pro robis x. personarum per Annum in lib[er]atione ; sum??2a, Ls. 

Pro canibus et nisis plus constant quam conferunt. ) .^..^ 
Summa | j • J • 

Pro fena et auenis de pratis et Campis dom/m, per \ 

Annum, et falcac^owe et impositione feni et littm, > xxs. 

Summa ) 

Summa huius Domus, L. li. 

Pro sex honestis vacuis personis seruientibus, absq2^e paruulis et 
omnibus laborarijs infra, one bushell brasilij boni 2 potest satis 
respondere ad xij gallons communis Ceruitij, ad valorem cuiusli?^et 
galiowiJ, j s. 

» leaf 57, back. * leaf 68. 
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CHAUCEE'S OATH AS CONTROLLER OF tHE 
CUSTOMS. 

[Tho' this is from an Elizabethan MS. we know how old forms 
of oaths continue, and we may fairly assume that this is the one 
Chaucer took on entering on his Custom-house duties in the Thames 
Street of his boyhood, in 1374, when he was about 34.] 

[Ashm, MS, 1147, art. br^page 77.] 

The 0th of the Comptroler of the Customes. 

Ye shall swere, that well and faithfully ye shall serve the kinge 
in thoffice of Comptroller of the Customes and the kinges Subsedies 
in the porte of L[ondon], and faithfully ye shall enter the thinges 
customeable which, shall cum to the saide porte or passe from the 
same ; And that ye shall take noe gifte for your o£&ce doinge, nor 
for non other thinge which may fall to the disadvauntage of the 
kinge ; JJ^or ye shall suffer noe merchandises, nor noe other thinge^ 
customeable, to passe out of the said porte without paying of due 
custome ; And that ye shall doe the said office, an4 dwell vpon) the 
same, in your proper person, wtthout puttinge any Substitut vnder 
you. And ye shall write the rolles by jour owne hande demesned ; 
And the proffite of the kinge, ye shaU. awayte to doe as moche ^as in 
you is, accordinge to your knowledge and to your power : Soe god 
helpe you, and the holye Evangeli^^es. 

^ page 78. 
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AhMes, the sick to be sent to, p. 
63 

Absence from Court, rules respect- 
ing (Edw. IV), 70 
Account, nature of the, for xvith 
year Edward II, 52 
It is to be arranged speedily, 59 
To be heard daily, 7, 58 
Por foreign ministers, 59 
Penalty for not coming to, 59 

Account in Wardrobe : Controller 
to testify ooncerning beasts at, 
60 

Accountes of Houshold : Usher of 
king's chamber to report daily 
at, 18 

Spicery clerk to answer for parcels, 
etc. delivered at his office at, 10 
Accounts, rule concerning, 49, 60 
Accustomahly, by custom, 62 

Achate (purchase), 20, et passim. 

Chaucer Prologe, 1. 571. " O.Fr. 

Achepter, to buy ; Tr. Acheter, 

etc." — Morris, Glossary. 
Achates of flour to be made for 

king's best profit and people's 

least grievance, 25 
AchatorSj 2, kitchen oiJicers, 31. 

See Achates, 
Adam de Bowyer, 65 
Advisement, 63 

Alcers, scourers of kitchen uten- 
sils, 33 

Ale, one galon, for steward's 
chamberlain, 6 



Allowances (during absence) : to 

horse doctor when absent from 

Hall, iiij d. a day, 41 
Baker, iiij d. ob. in pantry roll, 26 
Herbergeour of cart horses when 

abroad on business, iij d. a day, 

41 

Achators absent from Court for 

their bouch, iiii d. ob., 31 
To Hall valets de mestiers when 

out of Court about their office, 

ij d. a dav, 21 
Avenerye clerk when out of Court, 

iiij d. ob. a day, 39 
To valets of king's chamber when 

sent out of Court, iii d. a day, 19 

Allowances: to palfreours and 

somters, ij d. a day, 52 
Poulterer, xl s. a day, 35 
Yalets de mestiers (Hall) for shoes, 

iiij s. iiij d., 21, and throughout 
To almoner for distribution when 

traveUing, xiiij s* from wardrobe^ 

15 

To surgeon for medicines, xls. a 
year, 16 

To waferer for his office, viij d. a 

day in pantry roll, 25 
To huntsman for each dog's puture, 

or food, j d. a day, 44 
Perretter for puture of ferrets, j d., 

45 

Partringer for two dogs* puture, 
each, ob. ; for 2 falcons* puture, 
or food, each, ob., 45 

Por lodging horses, 48 

Por horses to serjants at armes, 19 

Valet herbergeour for cresset, ii d., 
40 
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{Allowances continued) 
To baker for fornage, iij d. a day, 
26 

Lawnders for ashes and fuel, xxvj s. 
viij d. at wardrobe, 27 

To Squires of Household when ab- 
sent, 121 a day (Edw. IV), 68, 
70 

Allowances for Rohes : Treasurer, 

16 marks, 6 
King's chamberlain, chamberlain 

as banneret of household, 16 

marks, 7 
Controller's chamberlain, 8 marks, 8 

2 clarks of counting table^ each 
16 s. 8d., 8 

Clerk privy seal, 8 marks, 9 

3 clerks privy seal, money accord- 
ing to their wages, 9 

Clerk purveyor for wardrobe, 8 

marks, 9 
Spicery clerk, 16 s. 8 d., 10 
Under spicery clerk — clerk's robes, 

20 a., 12 

Under usher of wardrobe, 40 s., 
12 

Yalets de mestiers, 1 mark, 12 
Eruiterer, 40 s., 13 
Chandler, 46 s. 8 d., 14 
Confessor's 3 boys, each 10 s. a 
year, 14 

Chief chaplain (dean), 8 marks, 15 
Almoner, 8 marks, 15 
Under almoner, 20 s., 16 
Physician, 8 marks, 16 
Surgeon, 8 marks, 16 
Market coroner, 3 marks and a 
aalf, 17 

3 squires for king's month, 40 s., 
18 

12 squires for king's chamber, 40s., 

18 

2 ushers of king's chamber, 40 s., 
18 

4 squires for king's body (Edw. IV), 
40 s., 64, 65 

4 yeomen of chamber (Edw. IV), 

18 s., 66, 67 
2 valets of king's chamber, 1 mark, 

19 

30 Serjeants at armes, each 46 s. 8 d., 
20' 

Chief usher of Hall's chamberlain, 
8 marks, 20 



{Allowances for Robes continu'd) 
2 serjeaut ushers of Hall, 1 mark, 
21 

2 knights marshals of Hall, 8 

marks, 22 
2 Serjeants marshals of Hall, 46 s. 

8d., 22 
2 assayers, 40 s., 22 
24 Hail squires, 40 s., 23 
Clerk of pantry and buttery, 46 s. 

8d.,23 ^ 
Under clerk of pantry and buttery, 

20 s., 24 
Serjeant paneter, 46 s. 8 d., 24 
Serjeant paneter for king, 46 s. 8 d., 

24 

Waferer, 40 s., 25 
Serjeant baker, 46 s. 8 d., 26 
Naper, 40 s., 26 
Ewer, 40 s., 27 
Launder, king's, 26 s. 8d., 27 
Launder of napery, 26 s. 8 d., 27 
Chief butler, household, 46 s. 8 d., 
28 

Serjeant butler, household, 46 s. 
8 d., 28 

Kitchen chief clerk, 46 s. 8 d., 31 
2 achators, 46 s. 8 d., 31 
2 cooks, king's, 46 s. 8 d., 32 
2 cooks, household, 46 s. 8 d., 32 
Lardner, 40 s., 35 
Garbager, 20 s., 36 
Scullery serjeant, 40 s., 36 
Scullery serjeant for- silver, 46 s. 

8 d 37 
Porter, 47 s. 8 d., 38 
Marshalsy clerk, 46 s. 8 d., 39 
Avenry clerk, 40 s., 39 
Warden of palfreys, 47 s. 8 d., 40 
Herberger of somniers, 40 s., 41 
Serieant marshal (horse doctor), 

46 s. 8d., 41 
Valet carnaver, 10 s., 42 
20 charioteers, 20 s., 43 
23 someters, 10s., 43 
12 messengers, 1 mark, 46 
Valets, stable, 10 s., 43 
Hackney man, J mark, 43 
23 archers, 10 s., 46 
Stud-groom, 40 s,, 44 
Huntsman, 40 s., 45 
Ferreter, 1 mark, 45 
Partringer, 1 mark, 45 
Oyeselour, 1 mark, 45 
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All Saints, 62; fuel for dinner- 
time allowed from, to Easter 
even, 6 

Almoner, (Midf^ 51,62; chaplain, 
15 

Alms: food, etc. for almoner's 
office, 15, 51 

* Annote the walsh,^ ? Annette the 

Welshwoman or foreigner, 55 
Apples provided by fruiterer, 13 
Apposed, he shall be, 26 

Archbishop of York, ordinances 
read and assented to in presence 
of, 5, 58 

Archers, 46 

twenty-three on foot, 51 
Armes, serjants at, 19 
Armourer y king's, charge for, 11 

Arrerages, 50, 59 

Ashes and fuel, allowances for, 27 

Assayers, 22 

Asseour of king's table, 31 

Assise, 13, fixed measure and 
weight ordained by statute — 
modern. Verb, to assize. 
Of bread, etc., to be proclaimed by 
coroner, 17 

Avant alour, foregoer, 53 

Avenery, office of oats (Fr. avoine), 
38, 51 ; to be surveyed by con- 
troller, 7 

Clerk of the (Marshalsy), 61 

Parveyances, etc., 41 

Bailiffs, to aid marshals, 56 

Bakehouse, 25 
Baker, 25, 61 

hankins, banker, 21; Fr. *^han- 
quier, a bench- cloth, or a carpet 
for a forme or bench." — Cot- 
grave. To be kept by the Tuer. 

Banneret, privileges of steward if 
he be a, 5, 6 
Privileges of chamber lay ne if he be 
a, 6,7 



Barils,^i] 1 under, lower: Nourri 
dans vn harril. " Brought vp in 
a Tub (a speech vsed to the dis- 
grace, or as a description, of a 
simple, ignorant, vnexperienced, 
and home-bred hoy don)." — Cot- 
grave. It can hardly mean the 
servants of the ^Barillier ... an 
officer that tends, and lookes to, 
the caske of a great mans sellor,' 
—lb. 

Barons of Exchequer, 58 
To sue those who do not come to 
the account, 59 

Barthemew de Baddesmere, stew- 
ard of houshold, commanded to 
prepare ordinances, 5 

Beare : allowances of 5 chamber- 
laynes, 6, 7 ; and other officers, 
6-46 

Beasts, purveyance of great, 60 

Beds: in king's chamber to be 
made by valets, 19 j by yeomen, 
66 

Serjant of scullery's, to be carried 
in carriages of his office, 36 

1 for 2 buttery porters carried in 
buttery carriage. 30 

1 for 3 valets of scullery to be 
carried in carriages of office, 37 

Under clerk and valets of pantry's 
to be carried in pantry charges, 
34 

2 sauser valets, 1 to be carried in 
carriage of their offices, 38 

Por pantry men to be carried in 

pantry carriages, pp. 24, 25 
Naper's, to be carried in carriages 

of his office, 26 
1 for larder valets, and 1 for 2 

larder porters, to be carried in 

larder carriages, 34 

1 for 2 valets, bakers to be carried 
in bakehouse carriages, 26 

Por valets wine-drawer and verser 
to be carried in butler's cart, 29 

2 valets of pitcher house carried 
in carriages of pitcher house, 29 

Under usher's to be carried in 

carriages of wardrobe, 12 
Yeomen of chamber, to have car- 
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riage for one to eack two of 
them (Edw. IV), 66 

Bedes, confessor allowed livery 
for, from wardrobe, 14 

Berner, dog, kept by king's hunts- 
man, 45 

best hest, 60 

Bills of valets, etc., and their wages 
to be delivered to the wardrobe, 
61 

Executions of the^ 55 
Bishops of Ely, of Norwich, and 
of Salisbury, ordinances read and 
assented to in presence of, 5, 58 

Of Exeter, 58 

Bourdj dressing y 68 ; dresser, 

kitchen dresser 
Bourd, serving^ ?side board, 67 
Boys, physician allowed 3, 15 

Almoner's boy, 16 

Herberger of cart horses, 41 

Ordinance concerning, 51 

Ferretter*s boy, 45 

Partringer's, 46 

2 Otter hunter^s boys, 45 

Avenery clerk's, 38 

Chief clerk of Marshalsy^s, 39 

Stud-groom's, 44 

King's kitchen valets', 32 

Household kitchen valets', 33 

Confessor to have 3, 14 

Aker's, 33 

Warden of palfrey's, 40 

braces, armefulles, 42, margin 

Bread, 61 \ paneter to receive in 
grosse, and answer for expenses 
to chief dark, 24 

Liveree of, to be made in pantry, 23 

Round, for all, 25 

Pain de main, 25 

Pantry clerk to be at receipt of, 23 
Bread, allowances of : 
24 squires, each 1 darre 
Pantry clerk, 1 darre 
Under clerk, 1 darre 
Chief paneter, 1 darre 
2 valets pantry, each 1 darre 
Serjant paneter, 1 darre 
Sen ant paneter's valet, 1 darre 
Valet purveyor of bread, 1 darre 



{Bread continued) 
Waferer, 1 darre 
Baker, 1 darre 
Naper, 1 darre 
Valet naper, 1 darre 
Ewer, 1 darre 
Valet ewer, 1 darre 
Launder (washerman), 2 darres 
Launder of naperie, 2 darres 
Chief butler, 1 darre 
Serjant butler, houshold, 1 darre 
Serjant butler (king), 1 darre 
Valet of cuphouse, 1 darre 
Valet wine-drawer, 1 darre 
Valet verser, 1 darre 
2 valets of pitcher house, each 1 
darre 

2 clerks of kitchen, each-l darre 

Huntsman, 1 darre 

2 achators, each 1 darre 

2 serjant cooks, each 1 darre 

5 kitchen valets (king's kitchen), 

each 1 darre 
5 household kitchen valets, each 1 

darre 

3 valets akers, each 1 darre 

1 Lardner, 1 darre 
Treasurer's chamberlain, 1 darre 
Steward's chamberlain, 1 darre 
Chamberlain's chamberlain, 1 darre 
Controller's chamberlain, 1 darre. 
Cofferer's chamberlain, 1 darre 
Counting table clerks, i.e. serjant^s 

liveree, 1 darre 
Clerk privy seal's chamberlain, 1 
darre 

Clerks of privy seal, 1 darre 
Purveyor's chamberlain, 1 darre 
Purveyor, 2 darres 
Spicery clerk, 1 darre 
Under spicery clerk, 1 darre 
Under usher* of wardrobe, 1 darre 
Fruiterer, 7 darres 
Chandler, 1 darre 

2 valets to work wax, each 1 darre 
Confessor, 3 darres 

Larder usher, 1 darre 
Poulterer, 1 darre 
Valet poulterer, 1 darre 
Garbager, 1 darre 
Valet garbager, 1 darre 
2 serjants ot scullery, each 1 darre 
2 valets scullery, each 1 darre 
2 valets sausery, each 1 darre 
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{Bread continu'd) 
Porter, 1 darre 
Valets' porters, each 1 darre 
Chief Marshalsy clerk, 1 darre 
Avenery clerk, 1 darre 
Warden of palfreys, 1 darre 
Servant herberger of horses, 1 darre 
Ser_jant marshal for horses, when 

sick, 1 darre 
2 valets to Hall ushers, each 1 darre 
2 knights Hall marshes, each 2 

darres 

2 serjants Hall marshals, each 1 

darre 

Surveyor of dresser, 1 darre 

3 assayers, each 1 darre 
Dean of chapel, 2 daiTcs 
Almoner, 2 darres 
Almoner's office, ] 3 darres 
Under almoner, 1 darre 
Valet of almonry, 1 darre 
Physician, 3 darres 
Surffeon, 2 darres 
Ma^Let coroner, 1 darre 

3 esquires for king's mouth, each 
1 darre 

12 squires of king's chamber, each 
1 darre 

2 ushers of king's chamber, each 1 

darre 
8 valets, 1 darre 

Knight chief usher's chamberlain, 

1 darre 

Under ushers of hall, each 1 darre 
Squires of household when sick, 2 

loves (Edw. IV), 68, 69 
^ squires for the body, a chet lofe 

(Edw. IV), 64, 65 
Yeomen of chamber when sick, 2 

loves (Edw. IV), 66 

Breef = brief or abstract, 
Of parcels delivered and spent in 
spicery, to be made every day, 10 

Brehing of houses^ 56 

Bribours a Nuit, 55 

Briefs, 24 
Butler to answer at, daily to clerk 

of buttery, 28 
Serjant of scullery to answer to 

clerk of kitchen at, for fuel, etc., 

36 

Garbager to answer daily at, 



Of kitchen to be made by clerk 
every day at count in wardrobe, 
30 

Buckhoundes, king's, 44 

Huntsman to keep, 15, 45 
husch, fuel, margin 36 
Butchery^ 34 
Butler, chief, 27, 47 

To view his office, 68 

Loss on bad wine to fall on, 61 
Butlery, 27 

To be surveyed by controller, 7 
Butlery and pantrjr, clarks of, 23 
Buttery, 51 

Liverees of wine and beer to be 
made in, 23 

Buyinges, 47, 67 

By colour of, 49 

By delivere of, 42 

Candles. See lAglds, 
Cundlemas, 59, February 2 

Canvas, 10 

Carnaver, valet, 42. Carnaiter 
(if the reading is correct) may 
be a derivative from some word 
which must have been derived 
from carOy carnis (flesh), or per- 
haps it may be connected with 
caro^ carray earrum (a cart). Both 
meanings would not be unsuit- 
able here. — J. H. Hessels. 

Carriage of victuals, etc., 52 

Carriages and Portages, in king's 
journeys, to be levied in rolle of 
spicery clerk, 10 

Carriages (wardrobe), both for 
coffers, etc., and for beds, to be 
surveyed by spicery clerk, 10 

Cart, butler's, 29 
CaH horses, 40 
Carts, 40 

Cellars, 30 

To be surveyed by controller, 7 
Cerges, 15. Fr. ^^cim^ge: m. A 
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big wax candle. Foincte . . . the 
middle-sized wax-candle vsed in 
Churches (the biggest being 
tearmed Gierke, and the least 
Bougiey — Cotgrave. 
Chamber J stewards of houshold's, 
6 

Thresorer of wardrobe, 6 
Chamberlaine's, 6 
Controller's, 7 
Cofferer*s, 8 ' 
Clerk privy seal, 9 
3 clerks do., 9 

Clerk purveyor for wardrobe's^ 9 
Clerk of spicery's, 10 
Confessor's, 14 
Almoner's, 15 
Physician's, 16 
Surgeon's, 16 
Market coroner's, 17 
Squires', of king's mouth, 18 
Knight chief usher's, 20 
Hall marshals', 22 
Great lord's, 52 

Squires for king's body (Edw. IV), 

64, 65 

Chamberlayney 6 
Hugh de Dispenser, 5 
Commands valets of king's cham- 
ber, 19 
Steward's, 6 
Treasurer's, 6 
Controller's, 8 
Cofferer's, 8 

Warden of privy seal's, 9 
Purveyor of wardrobe's, 9 
To keep his master's bed 
Knight chief usher of Hall's, 20 
Great lord's, 52 

Chandler, serjant, 13 

Chapely allowances for, 15 

Ghapetix, hats ; Fr. cliapeaux, 46 

Chapleirif 62 

Chapjjeler, 46, note 
Treasurer of the wardrobe's, 6 

Chappleins 5, 15 

Chareters, charioteers, drivers, 43 

Charetes, 42, note 

Chariters, cart horses, 44 



Chmieerer — chanssuro, shoeing, 
25, note 

Chaundlery, 51 

CheetOy a ehet loaf, lofe, 64, 65. 
Er. "Pain rousset. Cheat, or 
boulted bread; houshold bread 
made of Wheat and Rie mingled." 
— Cot. The second is the cheat 
or wheaton bread, so named bi- 
cause the colour ther of resem- 
bleth the graie or yellowish 
wheat, being cleane and well 
dressed ; and out of this is the 
coursest of the bran (vsuallie 
called gargeons or pollard) 
taken." Harrison calls the mixt- 
corn bread by its usual name of 
" miscehn, that is, bread made of 
mingled corne." — Harrison's 
England, p. 155. 

Cherries provided by fruiterer, 13 

Chief usher, to see that food is 
good, 7 

Chivage, 62. Low Latin Chiva- 
gium, Ckavagium. " Capitis cen- 
sus; cens du au seigneur tous 
les ans par chaque t6te de ses 
hommes de corps : oL chuvaige^^ 
— D'Arnis. 

Christien Scot, 55 

Cities, not to be charged by mar- 
ket coroner for more than a 
night and day, 17 

ClarJc, or clerk, for the pleas he- 
longing to stewardship, 6 
Under almoner, 15 

Clerk, of avenery, 39 
Of briefs, 24 
Controller's, 7 

Clarks, counting table, 8 

Dean of chapel's, 6, 15 
Clerks of kitchen, 30, 31 

Clark of kitchen to see that food 
is good,. 7 
To view great beasts. See note, 60 

Clerk of bnttery to taste wines, 47 
Clark, chief, of pantry and but- 
tery, 33 
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Clerh, chief, of Marshalsy, 38 

Of Marshalsea, 38, 60 

Of the march, 61 

Of the avenery (Marshalsy), 61 

Purveyor of wardrobe, to charge 
king's taylor, armourer, etc., by 
indentures, 11 j to view his 
office, 58 

Of privy seal, 9. See Frivy Seal 

Clerks^ of the office, when they are 
to account, 59 
Spicery, 10 
Clerh of Spicery to survey fruit 
provided by fruiterer. Its cost 
and cost of carriage, 13 
Provides cloths and towels, 14 
Assistant spicery, 12 

Cloths allowed to confessor's hoys, 
14 

Ooal, to be purveyed by serjant 
of scullery, 36 

Coch, ' for their coch,' 8 and note, 

allowance for the nig-ht; J?r. 

couche, bed. 
Cochours, Setters, dogs that lie 

down when they scent the game, 

45 

Cofferer, 8 

To be superseded, 59 
Confectioner of Spices^ charge for, 
11 

Confections provided by clerk of 

spicery, 13 
Cmfessor, king's, 14 

Contreroller, 7 
To be at cutting up of beasts, 60 
To taste wines, 47, 61 

Controller^ or Countreroller, of 
wardrobe, Sir Gilbert de Wigge- 
ton, 5 

Controller, Comptroller of Cm- 
torn, oath of, 72 
Cooks, 31 

Coroner. See Market Coroner . 
Marshalsy to be charged with, for 
king, 55 

Couched, V. laid down — transitive : 



applied to wines ; Pr. s, v. 
coucher, 61, 47 

Council, ordinance of, concerning 

Marshalsy, 57 
Council, king's, 48 

Count of the house, account of 

household, 23 
Counter-roll, of things issuing 

from wardrobe to be kept by 

controller, 7 
Counting Table, 8 

Clarks of, 8 
Coursers, 40 
Courses, number of, 52 
Court, wherein king lieth, 52 
Covenahli, Fr. convenablement, 44 
Ci^esset, 40 

Crosse, oiFering at, 62 

Of resurrection, 62 
Cup, squire to serve king with, 18 
Cuppes, silver, butler to be an- 
swerable for, 28 

Barre = dole, Cotgrave, 6 and 
note. 

Davon, 1 Fr. devant, used instead 
of the proper word devoir (see 
debvoir in Cotgrave), 62. In 
Irish, Mr Hennessy says that 
the word is da (two) bhon (groat 
or penny), pronounct davoun, 
8 pence, by transition an offer- 
ing, in which sense he has often 
met with the word in Irish. But 
how it ^ot into these Ordinances 
is the difficulty. 

Dean of Chappel, 14, 15 

Deer, huntsman for, 44 

Dereigned, 53. Fr. " Desrener, 
To dereine ; to iustiiie, or make 
good, the deny all of an act or 
fact. Norm."— Cot. 

Destrers, destriers, 40. Fr. ^'Des- 
trier : nh A steed, a great horse, 
or horse of seruice." — Cot. 

Devised, settled, 50 
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DimitUmn, half, 64, 65 

Dinners, steward's chamlDerlayne 
allowed, when he will have them, 
6 

With king, chamberlayne, if ban- 
neret, allowed, 7 

Dispenser, Hugh le, chamberlayne, 
commanded to prepare ordin- 
ances, 6 

Dogs, 44, 45, 52 
Dresser^ surveyor of, 22 
Larderer to keep viandes at, 33 

Earl Marshal, 35 

Easter, 62 
Enight chief usher of Hall's fee 
payable at, and Michaelmas, 20 

Easter Even, fuel for dinner-time 
allowed from All Saints to, 6 

Eggs, waferer to have, 25 

Electuaries, provided by clerk of 

spicery, 13 
Elnes{^.e\\B), 17 

Ely, Bishop of, ordinances read 
and assented to in presence of, 5 
Emhesil, embezzle, 51 
Epiphany, 62 

Esquier, knight chief usher's, 20 

Esquillerye, scullery, 36 

Ewer, 27; officer for water-ves- 
sels, L. aquartm^ to help larder 
porters, 34 
King's kitchen, 33 

Excester, Exeter, Bishop of, 58 

Exchequer, counter-roll to be tes- 
tified in, 7 
Accounts of wardrobe to be de- 
livered to, 59 

Eoypence, 35 
Fairs^ 60 

Faucmis, falcons, 45 

Feasts, Kew Tear's Tide and 
Whitsuutidtf, 6 



Fees : of steward, 6 
Payable at New Year's Tide and 

Whitsunday in equal portions, 6 
Garbagers, 1 mark a-year, 36 
Butler, XX marks a-year, 27 
Knights Marshals of Hall, 10 

marks, 22 
Knight's purveyor for wardrobe to 

have his, out of the Court, 10 
Chief usher of Hall's, x marks a- 

year, 20 
Tor presents, 53 

Feriall dayes, 70, festival or feast 
days. Fr. " Ferial . . Of, or be- 
longing to, a holy day." — Cot- 
grave. 

Ferretier, 45 

Ferrettes, ferrets, 45 

Ferrcyrs, 42, ? blacksmiths, shoers 
of horses 

Ferrurie, 41 

Feust, Er. " Fust : m. Any staffe, 
stake, stocke, stumpe, trunke or 
log." — Cot. ; wood, 36, margin 

Feust, cups of, 28 

Figs, provided by clerk of spicery, 
13 

Fines, for neglect of duty, 50 
Fines levied by Market Coroner 

to be paid to wardrobe, 17 
Fish, parting of, 7, 31 
Fish, great, 60, 61 
Fisher, 46 

Flesh, cutting out of, 7 

Achates of, 31 
Florence, 62 

Flour, sauser to purvey, 37 

Foilles of tallies, 23, 42 
To be delivered to chiefs within 
xiij days after achate, 31 

Foote-man under Earl Marshal, 57 

Fore-goer, 53 

For-Jured the Court ^ 53 

Fornage, baking, 26 and note 

Forren accountes, 60 
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Forrein charges, 47 

Forrein ministers to account in 

wardrobe, 59 
Fore-riders, 1 postilions, 43 

Forewatchidfihed out with watch- 
ing, 66 

Fonvifh, 25 

Foule, fowls, chickens, 36 
Fruiterer y 13 

Fvsl: Under ushers to make 
liverees of, 21 
To be purveyed hj serjant of scul- 
lery, 36 

FueVy 21 and note, the strewer of 
rushes in the hall 



Garhager, 1 looker after the refuse 
and offal, 36 

Garden of the wardrobe : To pay 
for household purveyances with 
his own hand or by warrant of 
.his letters, 58 
To fix time for the accounts, 59 
Gamer Chief of Marshalsy, 42 
GayteSy Herberger for the 2, 55 

Giftes, king's, from wardrobe to 
be showed to treasurer of, 4 times 
a-year, 11 

Gilbert de Wiggeton, 5 

Godes, gen. in es., 51 

Graihoundes, 44 

Great Friday y 62, Good Friday, 
Crucifixion day 

Great Meal, king^s, 32 

Great Roll pf houshold expenses, 
15 

Gunnore, Dame, 55. (This was 
Queen Guinevere*s name in some 
old Romances.) 

Hackney, 15 

Serjants at arms to have one— som- 
ter, 19 

Hakeney, the, of the house. 43 

HOUSEHOLD OED. 6 



Hachneyman, 43 
Hall, 20 
Chief usher to see that none dine 

in, but those entitled, 20 
Order concerning those who should 

eat in, 50 
People to be placed in, by knights 

marshals, 21 
Serjants marshals to appoint places 

in, 23 

Clerks of pantry and buttery to 
serve in, at both meals, 23, 24 

Pantry porters to carry bread at 
alternate meals in, 24 

Pantry valet to serve at one meal 
in, 24 

Valet ewer to serve in, 27 

26 serjants at afms to lie in, 20 

Hall Marshals, 21 

Hall, diet in, allowed to Steward 
of Householdy if banneret, for 1 
kniglit, 3 esquiers, and a dark ; 
if knight, for 2 esquiers and a 
clarke, 6 

Thresorer of Wardrobe, for 1 chap- 
lein, 1 clarke, and 2 esquiers, 6 

Chamberlayne, if banneret, for 1 
knight and 2 squires, 6; if 
knight, for 2 esquiers, 7 

ContreroUeTi for a dark and an 
esquier, 7 

Cofferer, for one esquier, 8 

Clark of Trivy Seal, for 1 esquier, 
9 

Clark Furveior of Great Wardrobe, 

for 1 esquier, 9 
CAief Chaplin or Dean of Chappel, 

for 1 squier, 14 
Almoiner or Almner, for 1 squier, 15 
Under Almoner ox Clark to Almoner, 

15 

Vallet of Almonery, 16 
Valletes of Misterie^ 16 
Cyrurgion^ 16 

Knight Marshal, for himself, dark, 

and sergeaunt, 20 
Knight Chief Usher of Hall, for 1 

esquier, 20 
Fuer^ among the vallets de mestier, 

21 

Purveyor of Bread^ a vallet de 
mestier, 25 
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{Hall continued) 

2 Buttery ForterSj vallets de mes- 
tiers, 30 

Clarices of Kitchen^ two, one chief, 
the other under, to take one 
meal a day each, 80, 31 

3 Serjant Cooks^ who shall serve at 
one meal and eat at the other, 32 

Fallet Garbager, 36 
2 Vallets de Mestiers of the Scullery, 
37 

2 Vallets de Mestiers of the Sausery, 
37 

Warden of Falfreys (serjant her- 

berjour), 40 
Serjant Herberjour of Cart Horses, 

40 

Serjant Marshal (horse doctor), 41 
Otterhunter, among the vallets de 

mestiers, 45 
Birde-taker or Oyselour, among the 

vallets de mestier, 46 
Fisher, among the valletsde mestier, 

46 

Two Trumpeters and two other min- 
strels, diet in chamber or Hall, 46 

].3 Messengers, 46 

Chappeler (? hatmaker), to eat by 
himself, 46 

Harbergers. See Herhergers^ 48 

Sarbinger^ 1 Knight Marshal of 
HaU to be, 21 
1 Serjant Marshal of Hall to be, 22 

Harde, heard, 60 

Harneys, 40 

Harneys cartes^ 39 

Hamis, 12; gear furniture. "0. 
!Fr. harneis; Fr. harnois, all 
manner of harness, equipage fur- 
niture ; Ger. Hamisch, armour." 
— ^Morris, Glossary to Chaucer. 

Herberged, to be, 42 
Herbergeour^ valet, 40 

tleTb&tjour^ herbergers, warden 
of palfreys, 39 

Herbergers, not to refused lodg- 
ings, etc., 49 

Herb&rgers^ or f oregoers for differ- 
ent offices, 54, 55 



Herbergerye, poultry out of, 34 
Heringe^ herrings, 60 

Hideous complayntesj 56 

HoUe, v\rhole, 24. Same as 
Chaucer's Hool, Hoole, Pro- 
logue, 1. 533, Squires Tale, 161. 
^'A.S. hal, whole, sound,^'— 
Morris. 

Homicides J 56 

Horse Doctor, 41 

Horses: Avenery Clerk 1, 39 
Chief Clerk of Marshalsy 2, 39 
Ordinances respecting allowances 

for, to Serjants at Arms, 19 
Confessor allowed for 3, 14 
Serjants at Arms, each 2, 19 
Physician allowed for 3, 16 
Under Almoner for 1, 16 
Serjant Marshal (horse-doctor) 2, 

Warden of Palfreys 2, 40 
Stud-groom, guardian of young 

horses, 2, 44 
Squires for king's body allowed 

(Edw. lY), 64, 65 
No Yalet de Mestier to have, 61 
Hospitals y 53 

Houchey cloths, 40 and note 

Household, the great, 63 
HouseJiold, uncertainty concerning 

duties and privileges of officers 

of, 5 

King gives orders for reform of, 5 
Ordinances, who prepared and as- 
sented to, 5 
Ordinance respecting those of, 
who are sick, 53 

Household officers to be lodged 
near Court, 48 
Names of, to be delivered to War- 
den and Clark of Marshalsea, 60 

Houserome, houseroom, 42 

Houses, trappings, horse-clothes, 
43 

Hugh le Despenser, 5 
Hugo Bungey^ 55 
Hunsmmy huntsmen^ 44 
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Incense^ 62 

Indentures, taylor, armourer, pa- 
villioner, confectioner of spices 
to be charged by, by purveyor, 

Indenture of wines, 3 parts, 47 

Infantes de gard, 18 

Infants (king's wards), 17, 18 

Jetoelhome, fee of, 65 
John HauherjouTy 55 
John Lovely 44 

Keu^ 14, a cook to dress the Con- 
fessor's victual. Fr. Q^eu^ Q^eux : 
m. A Cooke. — Cot. 

King, Warden of Palfreys to ride 
with, etc., 40 
Ordinances concerning his courses 

at meat, etc., 62 
To be preceded by Serjants at 
Arms when on progress, 1 9 
King's Chamber ^ Squires and 
Ushers of, 18 
Valets of, 19 

4 Serjants at Arms to lie near, 20 
Kitchen, 30—33 

Knight of Household, 52 

2 Marshals of Hall, 21 
Knight Marshal, 20 
jSTm.^^fo, lodging and following, 48 

All knights admitted to household, 
60 

Chief Usher of Hall, 20 
Knightes Service, 65 
Knowen, past participle in -en, 61 

Larder, 33, 51 
To be surveyed by Controller, 7 

Lardner, 33 

Launder, for King's Chamber, 27 

of Napery, 27 
Lent, huntsman to keep dogs at 

his own cost during, 45 
Lieutenantes, Steward's and Trea- j 

surer's, 32 I 



Lights : Candles allowed to Stew- 
ard of Household, 12 ; p. 6 
Thresorer of Wardrobe, 12 ; 6 
Chamberlayne, 13; 6 
Contreroller, 6; 7 
Coflferer, chamber, 6; counting 
table, 12 or more ; p. 8 

2 Clarkes of Counting Table and 
ContreroUers Clark, 6 ; 8 

Clerk of Privy Seal, 6; 9 

3 Clerkes of Privy Seal, 6 ; 9 
Clerk Purveyor for Wardrobe, 3 ; 9 
Clerk of Spioery (chamber), 2; 

(office), 3 ; 10 
Under-Usher of Wardrobe, 3 ; 12 
Fruiterer (chamber), 3 j (office), 3 ; 

Chandler, 3 ; 13 

King's Confessor, 3 ; 14 

Dean of Chapel, with 5 chaplains, 

6 darks, 6 ; 14 
Chapel, 6 ; 15 
Almoner, 2 ; 15 
Physician, 3 ; 16 
Surgeon, 3 ; 16 
Clerk Market Coroner, 2 ; 17 

3 Squires of king's mouth, each 2 
= 6; 18 

Usher of king^s chamber, 3 ; 18 

4 Serjants at Arms, 2 ; 20 

26 6; 20 

Knight Chief Usher of Hall, 3 ; 20 
2 Senant Ushers do., each 3 = 6; 

20 

2 Knights Marshal, each 3 = 6 ; 22 

2 Serjants Marshal, each 3 = 6 ; 22 
Surveyor of dresser, 3 j 22 

3 Assayers, each 2 = 6; 22 
Clark of pantry and buttery, 2 j 23 
Chief Paneter, 3 ; office, 3 ; 24 
Serjeant Paneter, 3 ; (office), 6 ; 24 
Baker Serjeant, 3 ; (office), 2 ; 25 
Naper Serjeant (office), 2 ; 26 
Eawer (oflSce), 2 ; 27 

Launder for king's chamber, 2 ; 27 
Lawender of Naperie, 2 ; 27 
Botiller, chief, 3 ; 27 
Botiller Serjeant, Houshold, 3 

(office), 6; (cellar), 4; 28 
Bottiller Serjeant, King's, 8; 

(office), 3 J 28 
Pitcher, House, 2 valets (office), 2 ; 

29 

Clark of Kitchin, Chief, 2 ; 30 
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{Lights coiitinu'J) 
Acliatours, 2, each 3 = 6; 31 
Cooks, Serjant, to king, each 3=6 ; 
33 

Cooks, Serjant, for meisne, each 3 
=6; 32 

Lardiner Sen ant, 3 ; (office), 3 j 34 

Garbager (office), 2 ; 36 

Scallery Sarjeaunt, 3 ; (office), 3 ; 

36 

Scullery Sarjant (office), 2 j 36 

Sauser, 3 ; (office), 3 ; 36 
Porter Serjant, 3; (office), 3; 38 
Marshalsy Clark, 2 ; 39 
JTarden of Palfreys, 3 ; 40 
Squires for king's body, 1 candle 

wax, 3 candles Paris (Edw, IV), 

64, 65 

40 squires of household, 3 candles 

parice (Edw. lY), 68, 69 
Cerges (for chapel), 15 

Cresset, 40 
Torches, 6 

Allowed to Steward of Household, 6 

Treasurer of Wardrobe, 6 

Chamberlain, 6 

Contreroller, 7 

C offerer, 6 

Clark Frimj Seal, 9 

Tortis, great candle of wax— Cot. ; 

6 and note 
Allowed to Steward of Household, 

3; 6 
Treasurer, 3 ; 6 
Chamberlain, 3 ; 6 
Con trer olio ur, 3 ; 7 

2 Clarks of Counting Table, 2 j 8 
Cofferer, 3 ; 6 

Clarke Privy Seal, 2; 9 

3 Clarkes Privy Seale, 2 ; 9 
Clarke purveyor for Wardrobe, 1 j 9 
Spicery clarke, 1 ; 10 
Confessor, 1 ; 14 

Chaplains, 1 ; 14 
Almoner, 1 ; 15 
Physician, 1 ; ] 6 
Surffcon, 1 ; 16 
Market Coroner, 1 ; 17 
3 Esquires for king's mouth, each 
1; 18 

36 Sergeaunts at Arms, 30 ; 30 
Chief Usher of Hall, 1 ; 30 
2 Knights Marshal of Hall, 3; 
22 



{Lights continued) 
Pantry clerk, 1 ; 23 
Eutler, 1 ; 27 

Chief Clerk of Kitchen, 1 ; 30 
Marshalsy clerk, 1 ; 39 
Linnen doth, 10 

Lisse of Hally% 20 ; Ltisse of Hall, 
21. ? peace, quiet, A. Sax. 

lisSi li^s, tranquility (Stratmann) ; 
E.E. l^ihe stylle and softe. — 
Prompt orium. Idsse, lusse, ? list, 
Pr. Liste: f. A list, roll, check- 
roll, catalogue of names, &c. 

Litter, ? straw or rushes for bed- 
ding, * litter all the year,' allowed 
to the chief officers, steward, 
etc. The Confessor and his 
companion to have litere for 
their, beds all the year, 14 
Under Ushers of Hall to make 
liverees of, 31 

Little Weldon^ 44 

Livelihood, sick officers to have, 
according to their estates, 53 

Liverye, Liveree, etc., 6 et pas- 
sim ; = allowance, rations ; 
things delivered, livre 
Time for, of bread, wine, and beer, 
23 

Place for, 23, 53 

No Knight of Household not hold- 
ing office to take, 52 
Lodging^ 48 
London^ 60 

Malice^ to do, 44 

Manger, livere to be allowed to 
Counting-Table Clerks for, 8, 
breakfast and supper 

Marcealles, actes, 70, martial. 
Romance adjectives took the 
plural ending after plural nouns ; 
'wateres principalJes,' &c. 

March, Marcham, clerk of the, 61, 
March ; marcham^ ; merchani) (if 
the readings are correct) would 
(according to their formation) 
be = marcatum, mercatum, mer- 
sadum, a market. Or perhaps 
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the word stands for marshalsy ; 
but how, in such a case, to ac- 
count for the m^?— J. H. Hes- 
sels. " Marckand : m. ande : f. 
Of, or belonging to, a Marchant, 
or Market. Place marchande. 
The market place, or place of 
ordinarie bargaining, and pai- 
ments . , . Foids marchand. The 
weight vsed by Marchants and 
Tradesmen." . . — Cotgrave. 

Margarette Lovely 44 

Marie, gold coin worth (?) 1 3s. 4d. 
Steward of Household's fee, xx, 6 

Market Coroner^ 16 

Marshal, Knight, or Earl, 20 

Marshal, Mareshal, money rising 
from pleas in Hall to be delivered 
before, 17 
Marshals of Hall, 21 
Duties ofj 50 
To taste Avines, 47 
Marshals, to search for strangers, 
65 

Names of foregoers to be delivered 

to, 53 

Marshals!/, 38, 51 

Officers of, 55, 57, 61 
Martlemas, 58 

Master of the Wardrobe, Gardein, 
61 

Meane seson, meantime^ 60 

Medicine, offering for, 62 

Meisne, household, 32. " O.Fr. 
Maisne, mesnee, meignee, a house- 
hold. Said to be from Low 
Lat. Maimada (from Lat. minus 
natu), a company of menials.^^ — 
ISkeat. 

Mene, a convenient, 60 
Mercham, 61. See Marcham, 61 

Merchants Tvine, 47 
Messagers, 51 

Messe de Gfrosse, 6 and note. Messe 
de grosse from the kitchen is 
allowed to various officers of 
household. 



Messe of East to be allowed to 
various officers. See 8 et supra. 
Messengers, 12 ; 46 

Messes : to be examined, 52 
In Hall to be set by assayers, 22 
To be counted by serjants under 

ushers, 21 
In King's Chamber to be counted 

daily, 18 

Michaelmas, Knight Chief Usher 
of HalPs fee payable at, and 
Easter, 20 

Midle heste, beast of medium 
quality, 60 

Ministers, penalty to, for not com- 
ing to the account, 59 

Minstrels J 46 

Monday, Controller visits offices, 
7 

Money, always to he sufficient in 
wardrobe, 58 

Morters, 10. Fr. '^mortier, a kind 
of small chamber-lamp." — Cot- 
grave. Mortar is still in use for 
a dumpty thick candle to stand 
in a saucer 

Myrrh, 62 

Nail, pay upon the, 35 

Najper, care-taker of household 

linen, 26 
Naperie, 10, 51 
To be delivered by Cleric Purveyor 
of Wardrobe to Chief Usher of 
Wardrobe, 10 
To be received from Clerk of 
Spicery, 26 
New Year's tide, 62 

Half-yearly fee payable at, 6 
Northampton, county of, 44 

Narthhurghe, Sir Eo^er de, Thre- 
sorer, commanded to prepare 
ordinances^ 5 

Oath of Controller of Customs, 72 
Oh, a half-penny, 8 et passim 



86 GLOSSAR] 

Offerings, 62 

Offices, no strangers to be in, 51 
To be surveyed by Controller, 7 
To be visited daily by Chief Usher 
of Hall, 20 

Officers^ to account daily, 50 
Answerable to Steward and Trea- 
surer, 50 
Penalties for neglect of duty, 50 

Old clothes y 26 

Otterhunt, otter hunter, 45 

Outrages to be amended, 52 

Oyselour, bird-taker, 45 

Pages, 51 

Pain de main, fine bread, 25 
Pain J penalty, 51 
Palfreis, king's, 39, 40 
Palfreours, 52 
Paneters, 24 

Pantry, to be surveyed by Con- 
troller, 7 

Liverees of bread to be made in, 23 
Pantry, king's, 24 

Clarks of, 33 

Valets and porters of, 24 

Pantry clerk, to answer for dog's 

liveree at accoiint, 52 
Parcels, specified quantities, as 

required, 33 
jparich, Paris, 64, 65. A candle 

called a Paris candle. See Babees 

Booh Index. 

Parliament or great feast, 60, 61 

Partringer, the partridge keeper, 
45 

Patient, esquiers for the body, 4 ; 
of the noble patient condicion, 
64. Pr. "P«/2W, Patient; suf- 
fering, induring;, bearing, abid- 
ing; meeke, mild, quiet; obe- 
dient , , , , Au patient demeurent 
Us terres : Prov. The iust shall 
inherit the land (sayes the Psalm- 
ist)." — Cotgrave. 



X INDEX. 

Pavillioner, king's, charges for, 1 1 

Payments to be made in ward- 
robe, 60 

Pears, provided by fruiterer, 1 3 
Peeces of wines, 47, casks : see 

Tonel, p. 89, col. 2, at foot. 
Penalties: for following the Court 
without license, 56, 57 
Por delaying the account, 58 
Por not coming to the account 

when summoned, 59 
Por being in arrears at the account 

in the wardrobe, 59 
Por those who take fees for king's 
presents, 53 

Peny, a great, to be oflfered by- 
king, 62 

People: purveyance of wheat to 
be made for people's least griev- 
ance, 25 

Percher wax, 64, 65. A large 
wax candle, probably stuck on 
a perch. See Babees Book Index. 

Petit eioe, garbager's fee, 36 

Physician, 15 

Pitcher house, 29 

Pleas of Hall, 17 

Pleas, belonging to dark for 

stewardship, 6 
Poor, money for, 62 

Porters, two Eutlery, 30 
Of Wardrobe, 12 
Serjant, to keep gate, 38 
Valets of pantry, 24 

Potage, 1 soups, stews, or depart- 
ment of pots, 36 
Potager, King's kitchen, 32 

Poultry office, Waferer to have 

eggs in, 25 
Presents, taking, 53 

No valet or other officer to give 

anything away without leave, 53 

Prisage wines, 47. " Prisagium, 
— Auglis prisage, jus prisas capi- 
endi, vel ipse actus. Prism. — 
Quidquid ex subditis et tenen- 
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tibus capitur ad expensas regis 
efc domini, quod legitime et de- 
bite persolvi debet ; pr6levements 
oper-^s sur les sujets ou les vas- 
saux pour faire face aiix depenses 
du roi ou du seigneur ; oL pris, 
prise. (Pass.) Frisa. — ^Jus quod- 
vis, exactio, jus capiendi ex sub- 
ditis ea quee domino necessaria 
sunt . . . droit de prendre pour 
son usage des vivres et des 
utensiles." — ^D'Arnis. 

Privy Seal, Clerks of, to have 
chamber allowance together, 9 

Pullaine^ puUein, poultry Gar- 
bager to receive, 36 
Price to be set by valet de mes- 
tier, 35 

PuUeter, 35 

Pulletrye^ 35 

Poultry office, 60 
Puriflcation^ feast of, 62 

Purveyances, made by purveyor 
of the avenery, 38, 39 
Great, 60 

Purveyor : of auenerye, 39 
Of fuel, 18 
Of fuel for Hall, 20 
Of wardrobe: his allowance, etc., 

9 J his charge, 11, 12 
Of wines, 48 

Purveyors, things sent in by, to 
be surveyed by Chief Usher of 
Hail, 20 

To be answerable for bad bargains, 
60 

Puture, 44, 45. Low-Latin pu- 
turay everything that serves as 
food for man or animal: see 
D'Arnis. 

Q,ueen^ 52 

Races, breeds^ 43 and note 

Raisins, provided by Clerk of 

Spicery, 13 
Rashals to bo removed from 

office, 60 



Retailed, redeliverd, 48 
Relihes, remains of victuals, 46, 
47 

Relihes, money to be offered to, 62 
Rent, " Till the king have given 

him C. marks," land of that 

yearly value, 10 

Rohe, loss of, a penalty, 50 

Roheries, 56 

Robert Gynour, 55 

Robes allowed to all officers of 
household, except fruiterer, 6, 
46. See Allowances. 

Robes, king's, 38 

Roger de Belers, 58 

Roll to be kept by avenery clerk, 
39 

Roll of Buttery, 28 
Purveyor of ales' wages in, 29 
Butlery porters' wages in, 30 

Roll of the Kitchen, valet's wages 
in, 19 

Hall valets de mestiers' allowances 
in, 21 

Wages of poulter valet in, 36 
Larder porter's wages in, 34 

Roll, Clerk of the Mercham's 

(Marsbalsy), 61 
Roll, Marshalsy, 39 
Warder of palfrey's wages in, 40 
Coroner's, of Marshalsy, 56 
Allowance of herberger of cart- 
horses in, 41 

Roll, Pantry, 25 

Allowance to baker in, 26 
Rushes, 64, 65 

8akes, sacks, 42 

Sausery, 37, 51 

Scantelinges of the tonnes, 47 

Scrope, Henry de, Justice, ordi- 
nances read and assented to in 
presence of, 5 

Scullery, 36, 51 
Waferer to have fuel in, 25 
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Selling forTbidden to officers of 

household, 49 
B&rjant of household, liveree of, 8 
Senjants at Armes, 19 

Four to attend on ushers, etc., 20 
Serjant : Baker, 25 

Butler of Household, 28 ; of King, 
28 

Cokes, two for king^s mouth, 31 
Two for Meisne (household), 32 
Garbager, 36 

Herbergeour of sommers and cart- 
horses, 40 

Herberjour Warden of palfreys, 
39, 40 

Lardner, 33 

Marshals of Hall, 21, 22 
Marshal Guardian of young horses, 
43, 44 

Marshal (horse-doctor), 41 
Chief Paneter, 24 
Porter to keep gate, 38 
Pulleter, 35 

Furveyor of wine, Chief Butler, 27 
Sauser, 37 

Of Scullery, 36 ; to receive silver 

vessels, 37 
Tinder Ushers of Hall, 20 
Valets must eat in Hall, 51 
Servants to be at account, 52 
Servants — 
2 yeomen of chamber to have 1 

(Edw. IV), 66, 67 
Squires cf household each to have 

1 (Edw. IV), 68, 69 
Squires for body allowed 2 (Edw, 
IV), 64, 65 
Service of the dead^ 62 

Sextier^ measure of. wine, 6 and 
note 

Sheriff of Shire to overlook stud- 
groom, 44 
Sheriffs to assist marshals, 55 
Shoes : all valets de mestiers iiij s. 
viij d. yearly, 25 et supra 
Allowance for, to valets of king's 

chamber, 19 
Pore-riders, iiij s. viij d. ; someters, 

iiij s. viij d., 43 
Wardrobe porter allowed equal 
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portions at New Year and Whit- 
suntide, 13 
Loss of allowance for, a punish- 
ment, 50 

Sickiiess, liveree during, 52 

Rules for charretters, etc., in, 53 
Simon the JEwer, wife of, 55 

Sojorne, time of king's residence, 
the, 44 

Someters, keepers of sumpter 

horses, 43 
Sonmersj 40 and note 
Number of, 43 

Somters, sumpter-horses, someters, 

52 

Sort, manner^ 49 

Sovereigns, superintendents, upper 
officers of the household, faults 
in weight of bread, etc., to be 
shewn to, by pantry clerk, 23 

Splcerie or spicery, 10. Fr. "Espi- 
eerie: f. A Spicerie ; also, Spices. 
Espider : m. A Grocer, a seller 
of Spices, a Drug-seller."— Cot- 
grave, 

Spiceri/ : to be surveyed by con- 
troller, 7 

Clerk of, Chief Usher of Wardrobe, 
his duties and allowances, 10 

To give out Napery, 26 

Spigurnel, Henry, Justice, ordin- 
ances read and assented to in 
presence of, 5 

Squire, not allowed to Knight 
unless his state require it, 50 
To carve for king, 18 

Squires, 3 Assayers, 22 
24 Hall, 23 
Of king's mouth, 18 
Of king*s chamber, 18 
4 for the body (Edw. lY), 64, 65 
Of household, 40 (Edw. lY), 66— 
70 

Their customs of meeting for talk- 
ing and singing, etc., 70 

To wear the king's livery custom- 
ably, 68, 69 

Rules respecting leave of absence, 
70 
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Yearly allowance to, and coat (Edw. 
IV), 70, 71 
St A7idrmoe4ide^ 69 
St Hilary^ 58, his day, Jan, 12 

St John Baptisfs Day, 58, his 

day, June 26 
St John the Evangelist^ 62 
St Nicholas, 66 

St Thomas of Gant&rbury^ 62,, his 
day, Dec. 21 

Standard of measures, 42 

Statutes of the Household con- 
cerning the account, 58 
Steward of Houshold, E, de 

Badelesmere, 6 
Steward: accounts daily, 7 

Ordinance concerning, 6, 6 

To be at account, 52 

Penalty incurred by, for delaying 
the account, 68 

To give orders concerning dog's 
liveree, 52 

To charge baker to make purvey- 
ance of wheat, 25 

To regulate expenses, etc. of king's 
wards, 17 

Money rising from pleas in Hall 
to be delivered before, 17 

May give orders to Serjants at 
Armes, 19 

To command Hall Squires, 23 

Persons arrested by porter to be 
carried before, 38 

To punish defaulters, 50 

Controller^ Market Coroner to be 
the, for pleas of Hall, 17 
Stews, to be made by potager, 32 

Strangers : to be honorably enter- 
tained in Hair, 20 
Not to eat in offices, 51 
Pollowing Court to be punished, 55 

Stretes, estreats, fines, 17 

Stud-groom, 43, 44 

Subjects, Eules for preventing 
violence and distress to, when 
the Court is travelling, 48, 49 

Sif'fficiency, 5 ; Steward shall be a 



man of good sufficiency, ? a man 
of good property, or, as we 
should say, of substance. ''War- 
den of Privy Seal must be a man 
of sufficiency for that purpose/' 9. 
Cf. Chaucer, Prologue, 1.490: "he 
cowde in little thing have suffi- 
saunce; " and Clerks Tale, 1. 759 : 
" As to his verray worldly suffi- 
sance." In both these passages 
we can trace the origin of * suffi- 
ciency ' as used in the text. 
Sugar, Waferer to have, 25 

Suppers, Steward's Chamberlayne 
allowed when he will have them, 
6 

With king allowed to Chamberlajn 

if banneret, 7 

Surcharge, overcharge, 48 
Surgeon, 16 

1 yeoman to be (Edw. IV), 66, 67 
Surveyor of Dresser, 22 

Sutors, to be entered in coroner's 
roil of marshaisy, 56 

Tailles, Tallies, 13, 38 

Rule concerning, 29 

Por wheat bought to be given be- 
fore it passes into purveyor's 
hands, 25 

To be made to them that sell bread, 
25 

Por hay, oats, etc., 42 
Tailor, charge of, 11 

Tallwode dimidium, half a bundle 
of cut or chopt wood, 64, 65 

Tankers, tankards ; butler to be 

answerable for, 28 
Thomas de Borhunt, 44 
Thome, our Lo^^ds, offering to, 62 

Three Kings, 62 

Thresorer, Sir Eoger de ITorth- 
burghe, 5. See Treasurer, 

Tonel, tun, 61. Pr. " Tomiexm: 
m. A Tunne ; or (generally) any 
^reat vessell or peece of Caske 
tor Wine, &c. ; as a Tunne, Pipe, 
Hogshead, &c. Tomelet : m. A 
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little Tunne, olr small peece of 
Caske.'*— Cotgrave. 

Torches^ Clerk of Spicery to sur- 
vey laying up of, 10. See Lights. 

Tortzs, Clerk of Spicery to survey 
laying up of, 10. See Lighis, 

Towels^ allowed to Confessor's 
boys, 14 

Traventers, trauntors, pedlars, 35 

and note 
Treasu7'eT of Wardrobe, 6 

Accounts daily, 7 

Name of, 58 

To be at account, etc., 52 

Penalty incurred by, for delaying 
the account, 58 

May tarry in London, 59 

To examine achates, 60 

To charge baker to make purvey- 
ance of wheat, 25 

May permit Clerks of Counting 
Table to dine in wardrobe, 8 

To command Hall Squires, 23 

Clerks of Privy Seal to have wages 
more or less at discretion of, 9 

Persons arrested by porter to be 
carried before, 38 

To punish those who take fees, 53 

Trinity Week, 59 

Trompotirs, trompetours, 46 

Tunnes of wine to be examined 
by clerks and controller, 61 

Under Almoner, 15 
Under ClarkfTsLXLtvy and Buttery, 
23 

Und&r Usher of Wardrobe, bis 

duties, etc., 12 
UBher : King's kitchen, 33 

Of Larder, 34* 
Ushers of Hall, 50 
Of king's chamber, 18 

FaZei^^o/q^ce, Household kitchen 
akers, 33 

Vallets de Mesti&r^ allowance for, 



I {Vallets de Mestier continued) 

I Only kitchen, to have pages, 61 

Of the Almonry, 15 

2 Bakers, 26 

Bird-taker's allowance as, 45 
2 Butlery porters, 30 
Valet Carnaver, 42 
Of Cup House, 29 
Ewer, 27 
Fisher, 46 
Fruiterer's, 13 
Fuer, 21 

1 Garbager, without robes and 
wages, 36 

2 Hall, under Serjant Ushers, 21 
Herbergeour, under Warden of 

palfreys, 40 
Herberger of cart horses, 41 
2 Huntsman^s valets barils, 44 

1 Huntsman's valet to vent the 
horn, 44 

Of king's chamber, 19 

5 king's kitchen, 32 

5 Household kitchen, 33 

2 Larder porters, 34 
Usher of larder, 34 

For Marshalsy prison, 56, 67 
Naper, 26 
King's pantry, 24 
Pantry, 24 

Pantry purveyor of bread for 

Household, 25 
2, of pitcher house, 29 

1, of poultry office, 35 
Porter for garner, 42 
Of porters' office, 38 
Purveyor of ale, 29 

2, purveyors for avenery, 41 
Serjeant Purveyor's, 19 

2, of sausery, 37 
2, of scullery, 37 
Stable-valet's, 43 

Stud -groom's valets, same number 

as horses, 44 
Stud-groom's valet ferrour, 44 
Verser, 29 
Wine drawer, 29 
2, to work wax, 14 

Vent, to, the horn, 44 

Ferser, 29 

VesselyOi brasse, etc., serjant of 
scullery to achate and purvey, 36 
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Yierge, 17, 48, liberty or pre- 
cinct of a town. Pr. " Ferge: f. 
. . A Sergeants verge or mace . . . 
Le pouvoir de la verge^ Sf ser- 
genterie. The libertie, or pre- 
cinct, wherein a Sergeant may 
arrest, &c." — Cotgrave. 

VittaileSf to be examined by con- 
troller, 7 
Hule respecting insufficient, 7 
Officers of Household, not to be 
taken into lodgings by^ 4:9 

Waferer, 25 

Wages: of Clarks, Serjants at 
Armes, and Squires of Houshold 
in Marshals^ roll, 39 
Loss of, a punishment, 50 
Achators, vij d. ob., 31 
Almoner's, viid. ob., 16 
Archers, iij d. a day, 46 
3 Assay ers, vij d. ob. a day, 22 
Avenery clerks, vj d. ob. a day, 39 
Baker, vij d. ob. a day, 26 
Bakers, 2 Valets, ij d. a day in pan- 
try roll, 26 
Bird- taker, ij d. a day, 45 
Boys, Physician's three, j d. ob., 16 
Boys, Confessor's three, each j d. 
ob., 14 

Boy, Herberger of cart horses', j d. 

ob. a day, 41 
Marshalsy boy, ij d. ob. a day, 39 
Butler Serjant, Household, and 

king's, both vij d. ob. a day, 28 
2 Butlery porters, ij d. a day in 

butlery roll, 30 
Carnaver Valet, ij d. a day, 42 
Charioteers, iij d. a day, 43 
Chandler's, vij d. ob., 14 
Dean of Chapel, amount not stated, 

14 

Dean's clarks, iii d. ob. a day, 15 
rive Chaplains, vii d. a day, 15 
Clarks of Counting Table, vii d. ob. 

a day, or iii d. ob, as their state, 

etc., 8 
Controller's, 8 

Cooks, four, vij d. ob. a day, 32 
Ewer's, iiij d. ob. a day, 21 
Tore-riders, j d. a day, 43 
lerretter's, ij d. a day, 45 



{Wages continu'd) 
Perretter's boy, j d. a day, 45 
Fisher, ij d. a day, 46 
Fruiterer's, vii d. ob. a day, 13 
Garner porter (valet), ij d. a day, 42 
Hackneyman, j d. ob. a day, 43 
24 Hall Squires, vij d. ob. a day, 23 
Herberger of palfreys, etc. (valet), 

ij d. a day, 40 
Herberger of cart horses (valet), 

ij d. a day, 41 
Huntsman, Sir Thomas de Borhunt, 

vij d. ob. a day ; when absent from 

Court, xij d., 45 
2 Huntsmen valets-barila, j d. ob. a 

day, 44 

Lardner'Sj iiij d. ob. a day, 34 . 
Larder porter when absent from 

Court, ij d. a day in kitchen roll, 

34 

Launder, king's, iiij d. ob. a day, 27 

of Napery, iiij d. ob. a day, 

27 

Serjants Marshals of Hall, vij d. ob. 

a day, 22 
Messengers when absent, iijd. a 

day, 

Serjant Naper, iiij d. ob. a day, 26 
Otterhunter's, ij d. a day, 45 
Otterhunter's 2 boys, j d. ob. a day, 

45 

King's paneter, vij d. ob. a day, 24 
Pantry clerk, vij d. ob. a day, 23 
Pantry valet purveyor of bread, 

when not able to be in Hall, ij d. 

a day, 25 
Partringer's, ij d. a day, 45 
Part ringer's boy, j d. ob. a day, 45 
Porter, Serjant, vij d. ob. a day, 38 

1 Poulter valet when out of Court 
on business, ij d. a day in kitchen 
roll, 36 

Valet purveyor of ale, ij d. a day 
in buttery roll, 29 

2 Purveyors of avenery (valets), 
ij d. a day, 42 

Serjant sauser, vij d. ob. a day, 37 
Scullery Serjant who keeps silver, 

iiij d. ob. a day, 37 
Serjant of scullery, iiij d. ob. a day, 

36 

Spicery clerk, 3 d. a day, 10 
12 Squires of king's chamber, each 
vij d. ob. a day 
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{Wages continu'd) 

3 Squires of king's mouth, each 
vii d. ob. a day, 18 

4 Squires for the body, 7 d. ob. a 
day (Edw. IV), 64, 65 

40 Squires of household, 7 d. ob. 

a day (Edw. IV), 68 
4 yeomen of chamber, 3 d., 66, 67 
Someters, ij d. a day, 43 
Stable valets, ij d. a day, 43 
Stud-groom's boy, j d. a day, 44 
Stud-groom's valets, ij d. a day, 44 
Surgeon, xii d. a day 
Trumpeters and minstrels^ at dis- 
cretion of Steward and Trea- 
surer, 46 
Usher purveyor of fuel, vij d. ob. a 
day, 18 

Under Ushers of Hall, viid, ob. a 
day, 21 

Under Ushers of Wardrobe, 3 d. ob. 

by the day, 12 
Warerer, vij d. ob, a day, 35 
Warden of palfreys wlien absent 

from Court, iiij d. ob. a day, 40 
Warden of palfrey's boy, 40 
Warden of Privy Seal to have, 9 
Clerks of Privy Seal to have, 9 
King's wards to have, according to 

their estate, 17 
Wardrobe porters, 2 d. a day, 12. 
See also Fees, 
Walter de Norwich, 58 
Walter de Stapleton^ 58 
Warde, charge, control, 53 
Warden, 60 

Warden or Keeper of Privy Seal 

has 2 messes de grosse, 9 
Warden of palfreys, 39, 40 
Wardens of Viandes, 18 

Wardrohe, Purveyor of, 1 1 
Chief Usher of. See Spicery clerk, 

Wardrohe: Accounts, 49, 59 
Eules concerning, 7, 11 
Ordinance for the state of, when 

and where made, 68 
Writing concerning, to be done by 

clerks of counting table under 

cofferer, 8 
Always to be sufficient money in, 58 



{Wardrobe continu'd) 
Names of traventers to be entered 
in, 34 ■ 

What clerk purveyor of, is to de- 
liver to chief usher of, 10 

Waferer to have sugar in, 25 

Serjant sauser to receive his 
saucers of silver in, 37 

Serjant under Usher of, to lodga 
in, 12 

Controller's dark and clarks of 
counting table to lie in, 8 

Clerk purveyor for, to lie in, 9 

Chandler to make his livery every 
day in, 13 

Pines levied by Market Coroner to 
be paid into, 17 

Money rising from pleas in Hall f o 
be delivered in, 17 

Purveyances of stud-groom to be 
certified to, 44 

Sellers of wheat to be paid accord- 
ing to tallies and foils in, 26 

Payments according, to tallies to 
be made in, 31 

Wards, King's, 17, 18 

Wa^, 10 

Weeke, weak, 52 

Weights, measures, etc., to be ex- 
amined by Market Coroner, 17 

Weights of wardrobe and spicery 
to be uniform with those used 
throughout the kingdom, 11 

Welsh loysy 51 

Wheat, purveyance of, 25 

WMtso7itidef 62 
Half-yearly fees payable at, 6 

Wiggeton, Sir Gilbert de, Coun- 
treroUer of warderobe, com- 
manded to prepare ordinances, 5 

William de Molton, 58 
William Plane Maure, 65 
Wine allowed to : Achators, half 
a pitcher, 31 
Avenry clerk, half a pitcher, 39 
Baker, half a pitcher, 26 
Chief butler, j ipitcher, 27 . 
Serjant butler (Household), half a 
. pitcher, 28 
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{Wine continu'd) 
Serjant butler (king's), a pitcher, 

Chandler, half a pitcher, 14 
Chief chaplain, 1 pitcher, 15 
Clarks of counting table, 2 pitchers, 
8 

Clerk of kitchen, 1 pitcher and a 

half, 30 
CoEFerer allowed 1 pitcher, 8 
Controller, 1 pitcher, 8 
King's Confessor, 2 pitchers, 14 
CookSj four, half a pitcher each, 32 
Knights Marshals of Hall, 1 

pitcher, 22 
Allowed to knights, chief usher's, 1 

pitcher, 20 
Lardner, half a pitcher, 34 
Serjants Marshals of Hall, half a 

pitcher, 22 
Marshalsy, chief clerk, 1 pitcher 

and a half, 39 
Chief paneter, half a pitcher, 24 
Pantry clerk, 1 pitcher and a half, 

23 

Physician, 1 gallon, 16 
Serjants at Armes, 3 pitchers, 20 
Serjant sauser, half a pitcher, 37 
.Squires for king*s body, 1 quart 

(Edw. IV), 64, 65 
Serjant of scullery, half a pitcher, 

37 

Serjant porter, half a pitcher, 38 
Steward, 1 sextier, 6 



( Wine continu'd) 
Surgeon, 1 pitcher, 16 
Surveyor of dresser, half a pitcher, 
22 

Under ushers Hall, half a pitcher, 
21 

Warden of palfreys, half a pitcher, 
40 

Winedrawer, 29 

Wines in grosse, controller to be 
at receipt of, 7 

Wines: Purveyance of, etc., 47, 61 
Quantity to be testified in ward- 
robe, 61 

Wives^ officers not to allow their, 

to follow the Court, 56 
Women : which are in chief with 
the king, 56 
Of foolish life, forbidden to follow 

the Court, 56, 57 
Punishment of, 57 
Woodstock J ordinances at, 50, 58 

Yeomen of chamber, 4 ; their 
duties, etc. (Edw. lAT), 66, 67 

York, Archbishop of, ordinances 
read and assented to in presence 
of, 5, 58 

Zukmr^ sugar, 25 (margin) 
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NEW FACTS IN THE LIFE OF GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 

[^Iiep9*inted with some alterations from the ^Fortnightly Heviem' 
of August 15, 1866, pp. 28-35.] 

In the year 1851 several volumes of manuscripts were purchased 
for the British Museum from the Earl of Denbigh. One of these — 
now the Additional MS. 18,632— containing the Stone of Thehes" 
hy John Lydgate, and Occleve's poem " De regimine Principum," was 
found to have the covers lined with parchment leaves of old writing. 
They were clipped on one side^ and were somewhat defaced ; but the 
first inspection sufficed to show that they were fragments of a 
Household Account of the middle of the fourteenth century, and a 
closer examination proved that the entries were dated by the years 
30, 31, 32 and 33, evidently of the reign of Edward the Third, 
corresponding with the years 1356 to 1359, and that the name 
" Galfridus Chaucer " occurred more than once. A closer study of 
the items made it evident that the Account was kept for a lady, a 
Countess by rank ; that she resided principally at Hatfield in York- 
shire, then in the hands of the Crown ; that the Earl, her husband, 
was then living ; that she was nearly related to the Royal Eamily, 
and was in some way connected with Ireland ; that she frequently 
visited Campsey, in Suffolk ; and that she had a daughter, Philippa, 
who, though still an infant and under the care of a nurse, went 
through the ceremony of betrothal during the period of the Account, 
These facts sufficed to identify the lady of the Account with 
Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of William de Eurgh, the last Earl 
of Ulster of that name, and wife of Lionel, third son of King Edward 
the Third. Her connection with the Eoyal Family of England was 
twofold, by her marriage with Prince Lionel, and by descent from 
Joan of Acre, daughter of Edward L She was heiress to immense 
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estates in Ireland. Her mother, Maud, sister of Henry first Duke 
of Lancaster, was at the time of the Account a nun in Gampsey 

Priory; and her daughter Philippa was betrothed in the year 1358 
to Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March. The lady herself had heen 
left by the death of her father, when in her first year, the heiress of 
the earldom of Ulster, and had been bipought up by Queen Philippa, 
to whom her wardship had been assigned by Edward IIL, in 
companionship with the royal children. As early as the year 1341, 
and when she was only nine years old, she was affianced by the King 
to his son Lionel, six years her junior. The betrothal was celebrated 
on the 15th of August, in that year, and the marriage took place in 
the year 1352. 

Of the two leaves which remain of the Account, the one refers to 

payments made for the wardrobe, the other to donations. In each 
the date of every payment, as well as the place at which it was 
made, is recorded ; so that we are enabled to trace the movements of 
the lady herself by following the successive entries. Arranging the 
items of the two divisions of payments in one series, we obtain the 
following results : — The Countess was . in London on the 4th of 
April, 1356. In June and July she was at Eeading, one of the 
royal residences, having apparently recently been at Southampton. 
On the 2nd of September she was at Stratford-le-Bow in company 
with her husband, Prince Lionel; and, about the same time, a 
payment is made to a sumpter-man of the Abbot of Waltham for 
conducting the bed — as it is simply expressed . in the Account, but 
which includes all the furniture belonging to it — of her daughter 
from Stratford to Campsey. There is nothing to show where she 
spent the winter of 1356 ; probably at Hatfield ; but early in April in 
1357 we find her in London equipping herself for the festival of 
Easter, and also for a visit to the court at Windsor, to assist at a 
celebration of the feast of St. George. And at this period occur 
two entries showing that an entire suit of clothes, consisting of a 
paltock, or short cloak, a pair of red and black breeches, with shoes, 
was provided for Geoffrey Chaucer. Articles of dress are paid for 
also for an attendant on the Countess designated as Philippa Pan'^ — 
probably the contracted form of the word Panetaria — mistress of the 



NEW PACTS IN THE LIFE OF GEOFFBBT CHAUCER. 99 

pantry. And, as establishing the antiquity of giving drink-money to 
workmen, it is worth noting that, in the payments made for these 
different articles of dress, certain sums are included as given to the 
working tailors for drink, " after the custom of London." On the 
20th of May an article of dress, of which the name is lost by a 
defect in the leaf, is purchased for Geoffrey Chaucer in London ; 
and attire is provided for the Countess herself in preparation for 
the feast of Pentecost to be celebrated at Woodstock. In July the 
Countess is at Doncaster and at Hatfield in Yorkshire, at which 
latter place she remains over Christmas. While there she receives 
letters from Ireland ; and a payment is made to a servant of the Duke 
of Lancaster for bringing a letter from his daughter Lady Blanche. 

In December of the same year (1357) a man receives money for 
accompanying Philippa Pan' from a place named Pullesdon to Hat- 
field; and this item is immediately followed by the entry of a 
donation of two shillings and sixpence to GeofErey Chaucer "for 
necessaries at Christmas." At the same period a present of money 
is made to a servant of Lady Mowbray, sister to the Countess's 
mother, for coming with five horses from Axholme, the residence of 
Sir John Mowbray, to Hatfield, by the way of Elyth, the direct 
passage of the river being obstructed by the ice. At this time also 
John of Ghent, then Earl of Eichmond, must have been a visitor 
at Hatfield, for KTew-Year gifts are presented by the Countess to 
his cook and clerk of the kitchen. 

The date of the next payment is the 4th of April, 1358, when 
sums are allowed to the Panetaria, the cook and the nurse, a.i). is58. 
of the Countesses daughter, for debts incurred at Campsey ; where it 
may be presumed the child had been taken, in order to be under the 
care of her grandmother, Prioress of the House, during the absence 
of the Earl and Countess on a visit to the court. 

In the same month of the year 1358, considerable payments are 
made in equipping the Countess for the great feast of St. George, 
held at Windsor on this occasion with peculiar pomp and magnifi- 
cence ; and a bodice, lined with fur, is provided for her attendant 
Philippa Pan'. In the same month a payment is made for a 
mourning cloak, under the designation of a ** rue-mantle," for the 
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Countess : it is uncertain for what occasion. We trace the move- 
ments of the Countess at a later period of the year from another 
authority; for it is stated in a household account of the Dowager 
Queen Isahella that the Countess of Ulster supped with her at 
Hertford Castle on the 20th of July. 

In August of 1358, the Countess was at Anglesey, and on the 
1st of Septemher in Liverpool. And in the latter month a hlack 
tunic, mantle and cape, are provided for her, as mourning for Queen 
Isabella, who had died on the 23rd of August, Suhsequent entries 
show that the Countess attended at the Queen's funeral, which took 
place at the church of the Friars Minors, in Newgate Street, on the 
27th of November. In September and October several entries occur 
for dress provided for Lady Philippa, the Countess's daughter, for 
the ceremony of her betrothal. Though almost an infant, she was 
affianced to Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, either at this time, 
or, as elsewhere stated, in the spring of the following year. 

On the 6th of November the Countess is at Eeading ; and shortly 
after we find her feeing the keeper of the lions in the Tower of 
London. Early in 1359, she makes a present of a mark to two 
minstrels of the Queen of Scotland, Johanna, sister of Edward III. 
and wife of David Bruce, King of Scotland, who had been in 
England since the spring of 1 358, and had been residing with Queen 
Isabella at the time of her death. Shortly after this entry, a mark 
is paid to six valets of the Duke of Lancaster, for attending the 
Countess's chariot with torches from the Duke's hotel of the 
" Keyth " to her wardrobe in London. And at Lent of the same 
year, 1359, the Countess appears to have returned to Hatfield, where 
again a " rue-mantle " or mourning cloak is provided for her. 

Now, that the Geoffrey Chaucer mentioned in these accounts is 
indeed the poet himself we can have no scruple in assuming, as 
his whole history shows him to have had close relations with the 
court, and as we know from authentic documents that he was 
pensioned by the Crown for services so early as the year 1367. 
The direct result, therefore, of these entries will be to show that his 
connection with the Royal Family dated from at least as early as the 
year 1357, and to explain the nature of it. For the character of the 
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entries renders it nearly certain that Chaucer was attached in some 
capacity to the service of either Prince Lionel himself or his Countess. 
The Countess of Ulster, as an heiress of great estates, and as the 
wife of a Prince of the Blood, may well be conceived to have had 
attendants of her own, in a measure independent of her husband's 
establishment, although, of course, united in the joint household ; and 
the names of the persons through whom the payments of wardrobe 
expenses in this Account are made are found in connection with her 
service, in public documents, prior to her marriage. Yet the paucity 
of the items for an account of three years' duration, and the length 
of interval between the dates of many of them, would seem to 
imply that the account mainly referred to periods when the Countess 
was living apart from her husband's household. In this case, the 
persons found in attendance on her might be regarded simply as 
belonging to the Prince's establishment, and temporarily engaged in 
her special service. Some five or six persons are named so repeatedly 
as to warrant the conclusion that they were more directly attached 
to her; and it is remarkable that of the whole number only 
Chaucer and the lady styled Philippa Pan' are provided for from the 
Comtess's wardrobe ; and Chaucer only in one instance. 

But being evidently in some capacity in the household of the 
Prince and his Countess, we have to inquire what his position might 
have been. If we were certain of his age at this period we should 
have much assistance in determining the question; but his bio- 
graphers are not agreed upon the year of his birth. On the faith of 
a monumental inscription of no earlier a date than the middle of the 
sixteenth century, this has been most commonly fixed at 1328. His 
own statement in the Scrope and Grosvenor cause, tried in October, 
1386, that he was forty years of age and upwards and had borne 
arms twenty-seven years, has been disregarded. As some other wit- 
nesses have been proved to have been incorrect in the statement of 
their ages as much as from ten to twenty years, it has been argued 
that no reliance ought to be placed on this similar affirmation of 
Chaucer, if, as it is averred, it cannot readily be reconciled with other 
assumed dates in his biography. Surely, however, we ought to have 
some scruples in setting aside so important a statement from the 
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poet's own lips ; more especially as his additional and more precise 
assertions, that he had borne arms twenty-seven years and was taken 
prisoner at a particular place in France, are found to be verified by 
circumstances of the French invasion of the year 1359. If exact in 
one statement, why so extremely inaccurate in another? Assume the 
age of forty-six to be implied by the expression of forty and upwards, 
and we fix the year of Chaucer's birth to 1340 j so that, at the 
beginning of the year 1357, when he is first mentioned in these 
fragments, Chaucer would be about seventeen years of age ; and, if 
so, we may risk the conjecture that his position in Prince Lionel's 
household was that of a page, with which the entries would seem 
very well to agree. For instance, the amount paid for Chaucer's 
entire suit for his visit to Windsor, namely seven shillings — equivalent 
to about five pounds in modem money — is sufficiently high to accord 
with superior rank j yet the payments made for him seem on a lower 
scale than those for other members of the household mentioned in 
the Account, and who, therefore, it may be presumed, were much his 
elders. The paltock, or short cloak, provided for him in 1357, cost 
four shillings ; while, in two other instances, a similar garment for 
other attendants is entered at six shillings and eightpence, and eight 
shillings and threepence. A Christmas present to Chaucer for 
necessaries," as it is expressed, is put down at two shillings and 
sixpence; while to some other members of the household sums of 
thirteen shillings and eightpence, or twenty shillings^ are presented. 

Whether a page in the household of Prince Lionel, or a special 
attendant on the Countess of Ulster, it would appear that he was 
attached to their service certainly as early as the beginning of the 
year 1357, and was at that period at Hatfield, in Yorkshire; that 
he was present at the celebration of the feast of St. George, at 
Edward III.'s court, in attendance on the Countess, in April of that 
year ; that he followed the court to Woodstock ; and that he was 
again at Hatfield, probably from September, 1357, to the end of 
March, 1358, and would have witnessed there the reception of John 
of Ghent, then Earl of Eichmond. We may infer that he was 
present at that most splendid entertainment given by Edward III. 
to the royal personages then in England — including the King of 
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France, the Queen of Scotland, the King of Cyprus, and that saddest 
of figures in such a scene, the sister of the captive King of France 
and Edward's own mother, the ahnost-forgotten Queen Isabella — at 
what was ever after called the Great Feast of St, George in the same 
year; and that he was at Eeading with the court and at London 
in the following winter. The Earl and Countess would probably 
have spent part of the same season and the early part of 1359 at 
Hatfield ; but in May, we know from other historical records that 
Prince Lionel, and doubtless his wife, the Countess of Ulster, -w^ere 
present at the wedding of John of Ghent and Lady Blanche of 
Lancaster, at Eeading, and at the famous joustings subsequently held 
in London in honour of that event. We may thus follow out 
Chaucer's course of life from the commencement of the year 1357 
to the autumn of 1359, when he would have joined the royal army 
which invaded France, in the retinue of Prince Lionel, and in the 
course of which service, we know from his own information, he was 
made a prisoner by the French. A period of three years will be 
added to what is known of his biography; these years belonging 
to the earlier part of his life, in which there is the most nncertainty, 
and a knowledge of which is most essential to the explanation of 
his after career. Moreover, the proof of his connection with Prince 
Lionel will give countenance to the assertion of Speght, rejected by 
later biographers, that Chaucer was present at the second marriage 
of the prince with Violante, daughter of Galeazzo Yisconti, Lord of 
Milan, celebrated at that city in the year 1369, and at which he is 
said to have met the Italian poet Petrarch. 

A special value of these facts will consist in their showing that, 
at the outset of his career, Chaucer would have had the benefit of 
society of the highest refinement, in personal attendance on a young 
and spirited prince of the blood ; that he would have had his 
imagination fed by scenes of the most brilliant court festivities; 
and that he would have had the advantage of royal patrons in the 
early exercise of his genius. We learn too the probable origin of the 
interest in his fortunes shown throughout his life by John of Ghent, 
Duke of Lancaster. Entries in these fragments represent this prince, 
under his then title of Earl of Richmond, as a visitor at Hatfield 
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at Christmas, in the year 1357, some fifteen months before his 
marriage with Lady Blanche of Lancaster, who is also mentioned 
as corresponding with the Countess of Ulster at this time. Hei: 
father, the Duke of Lancaster, was absent in France, where he held 
the office of Governor of Guienne ; and it is probable that she may 
have been on a visit at Axholme, the seat of Lord Mowbray, 
husband to her annt, Lady J oan of Lancaster. Lady Mowbray was 
the sister of the Countess of Ulster's mother, and the two families 
appear in the Account in intimate intercourse. 

Speculations suggest themselves that the Countesses attendant 
Philippa may have been Chaucer's future wife, also a Philippa as 
conjectured, and in the service of Queen Philippa in the year 1366. 
The Countess died in 1363, only four years after the period of the 
Account, and nothing would be more likely than that the principal 
lady of her household should have found shelter after her death in 
the family of her husband's mother. 

I may add that the volume, to the covers of which these frag- 
ments were pasted, was given, in the year 1508, to the monastery of 
Amesbury by Eichard Wyginton. It was probably rebound there, 
these parchment leaves being used to strengthen the sides of the 
book. Amesbury was the retreat of more than one Princess of 
England; and an aunt of the Countess of Ulster — Isabella of 
Lancaster — ^was Abbess of the House at about the period of the 
Account.^ 

Edward A. Bond. 

1 In the original paper on these Fragments, printed in the Fortnightly 
Review, I had remarked on the Illustration they seemed to afford to an 
interpretation of the poem known as "Chaucer's Dream," now no longer 
accepted as written by Chaucer himself. 
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FEAGMENTS OF AN ACCOUITT BOUITD UP WITH A 
MANTJSCEIPT IN" THE BEITISH MUSEUM;— 
ADDITIOI^AL MS. 18,632. 

[^zJdejw pro fac^ura gsivniture Thilippe TajietaHe ex pre- foi. a.b. 

cepto domine apwd 'Reding xxiiij. die Jain mno xxx^, VIII. s 

lecto bluetto fik'e domine reparando per iij. dies apztd gaideroftam 
domim Jjoudonie -per visum et anxilmm .... ham mense Octobrts 
mno pred^'cfo, cmlibet Qom7n per diein vj. d., IIII. s. YI. d. Pro opere 

linure Londow^'e per Eober^wm Pynel cum emptione xij. 

botens de panno pro d^c^ capis sub gwrgite .... missis per 
DageBet versus Gasconiam, p^imo die Decembns ^mno predicio/ 
II. s. IIII. D. V. opera>toribu$ conductis . . . . n ^ domine a^wd gar- 
derobam Londome per v. dies contra iestum Pasche mense apr^l^s 

mno xxxj°., cuil*&et eomm per diem VI. D. Pro 

fac^ura xl. botens de panno Jjondomensi pro ij. corsettzs domzne 

precepto ejusde??i, xij. die III. s. VI. d. iij. operditovibus 

conductis per Eober^i^m Pynel Londo^^^e et operant^&ws super garm- 
turam dom*ne per iij, [dies caiiin^a festum] Sancti Georgw mense 
Aprilis ' mno predicto' cuik'^et eomm per diem vj. d., IIII. s. VI. d. 

ij. paglbt*5 coiLsimiliter ^ihidem' conductis pe?' consmi- 

Ubm operibz^, ut sw/^ra, per iiij. dies, eiisdem die et mno^ cuD^&ct 

eorwm per die?w iij.d., II. s . consi^niliter 'ibz^^em* coji- 

ductis per d^c^wm 'Robertum pro consimilihus operibw^ ut supra^ per 
V. dies et dimidium, eiisdem die et amo, cuik'^et eorwm per diem 

j. pagetto conmniliter ^ibidem* conducto per dictum 

Robertum pro corimnilihus operihits, ut mpm^ per v. dies et dimidium, 
eiisdem die et mno, capienti [per diem, iij.d.] XVL d., OB. P?*o 
potacione de consuetttc?*we Jjondoniensi data supraidictis operatonbtis 

per vices per d^'c^wm Robertum VI. d. Pro 

fac^ura j. paris manicarwm cape domine Ijondonie per d^'c^wm 

Robertum Pynel coni^ra fe^^wm pred^c^wm , XVI. s. 

Pro faciura j. tun^ Thilippe 'Paxietarie liOndmiie contra, dictum 

iestum per dictum Robertum Pynel, II. s. VI. d Galfmr 

Chaucer, Londowte, xx^ die maii anno predicto, II. s. GylleZmo 
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gaiderobe -pro iij. oi^eratoiibm ........ gaimture domim in 

obdomada. mte Pentecosten apwd Wodestoke, mno pred^'c^o, III. s. 
Eidem Gyllelmo pro ij. [operatoribm] ibidem conduciis -pro con- 
Bimilihus operibus dom'ne, ut swj?ra, per vj. dies in pred^c^a obdomado^ 

mno predictOj cuih"6et eorujn per die?^^ 

. . . [operatoribics] conduciis Londo7^^e per 'Rohertum Pynel operan- 
tibiis super gaxnituram domine ac eciaw defec^us lect* domme ubi 

necesse d. . *ex precepto damme Gomitisse* per xx. dies 

mensibus 'Sovembris et Decembris mno xxj°., capientibm -per diem 
vj. d.,X. s. Cuida»i operator* [consimiUter] conciJttcto per dictum 
Pynel operant* mper goxnituram domme per xij. dies an^e 'Na.tivita- 
tem dom'ni ^mno predicto, ca,pienti per diem v. d., [V. s. Cuidam] 
operator* consm*7*Yer ibidem conc?Mcto per dictum Pynel pro con- 
similibus operiL^5 domine, ut supra, per vj. dies eiisdem diebt^s et 
mno, [capienti per diem] iij. d., II. s. Duobx^s operator*&ws con- 
similiter ib*c?em conductiB per dictum Pynel pro consm*7*6w5 open- 
\u8 domine, nt swj^ra, [per dms\ dies mno pred*c^o, cuiKftet eorz^m 
per diem vj. d., II. s. v. operaioTibus consimiUter ib^cZem concZwctis 
per d*c^«m Pynel [pro consimilibus operi]}ms domine, ut supra., in 
ebdomada, 'Nsitivitatis contra iestum Ep*phame apwd Brestollmm, 
per V. dies mno predicto, cuxU'6et eorwrn [v. d. per diem], XII. s. 
VL D. Pro facifura j. pans manicarwm cape domme per 'Robertum 

Pynel contra d*c^**in iestum, apud . [anno] predicfo, XYI. s. 

Pro potac^'owe data sMj?rad*c^is operator*5tts per prcd*ciMm Pynel de 

consuet«c?*«e Londowze per vices n. Pro x. ]^br^5 can- 

delarum Paris ' do ootono emp^*s pro operibtts sttj9rad*c^is per dictiam 
Pynel, prec*o h'bre ij. d., XX. d. [(^uatuor operatoribus] conductis 
Lond ome per Rober^2*m Pynel opcrantt&i^s sw^er gaxnituram domine 

ibidem contra magnwrn iestum Sancti Georgii per vj. dies 

anno xxxij^, cuil*&et eor«im per diem vj. d., XII. s. Pro factoa j. 

corsett* pro Thilippa. 'Pdnetaria et pro opere peltne 

ur' d*c^e Thilippe, de precepto doming apwd Wyndesoram xxj**. die 

apr*l*s mno predicto, II. s. Peterkyn de la [EeoZe] [fae- 

tu]m j. mantoll ft nigr ft riuo * riuemantell* ' ad taxam, eiisdem die et 

mno, XIII, s. IIII. D. Cuidam operator* concfwcto 

operant* supex ^mituram domine apwd Anglesey/ per x. dies mense 
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AngusH mm predtc^o, caipienti per diem iiij. d., 

Pro fac^ura j. corsetk" domme cum xx. botens de panno em^tis p^r 

Rohertum Pynel Londonie xxiiij. die 

Pro fac^ura j. nigre tunice "pro domma cmn Ix. magm's 

botens et Ix. minorifms pro eadm emptis Londow^e iij°. [die Sep- 
temhrts anno] xxxij**., III. s. VI. d. "Eidem Johanni pro iactnm 
j. mantelH nigr* cnm j. nigm capa ihtdem xiij^. [die Septembris^ 
. . . s. IIIL D. Koberto Pynel pro 1. botens de panno enip^^s p?'o 
j. corsetto pro do/wma ComiUssa et liheratis Johanni Veisy [eisdem 
die ef] mno, preczo pec^e j. d., IIIL s. II. d. 

Swrnma pagine YIIL l. XII. s. VIII. d., OB. 

iij. op6raton^w5 conductz^ Londow^e per Johannem Mas- foi.a. 
syngham operantibMs Bupex ^SiYnituram do??i*ne Thilippe contra diem 
[sponsaliuml'] in iiij. Qhdomadd. menszs OctoMs anrio xxxij°., cuiH&et 
eomm per diein vij. d., HI. s. VI. d. Pro , , . [operatoribus] con- 
c^Mctis per dictum Mas^syngham pro consimilibtcs operibi^s ut Bupro, 
per s^^pradtc^os ij, dies mno predtc^o, cuih'&et eorum per diem .... 
XVIII. D. Cuidam operaton con^imiliter ibzc^eni Q>onducio per dictum 

Massyngliam pro oonsimilibus operibws, ut supra,, per vj. dies 

mno pred«c#Oj c^pientifma per diem vij. d., III. s. VI, d, Cuidam 
operaton consimiliter ibidem con^^wto per dictum [Massyngham] ut 
Bupra, per predicts vj. dies ' awio predicto,' capieyitihus per diem 

vj. d., III. s. Pro xlviij. magm^ botens de minoribus emptis 

per predic^«ni Johannem pro garnz'^Mra dz'c^e 'Philippe botunanda 

LondoTi^'e xxvij. die Septem&r^5 mno predicto viij. 

operaton&«5 consim*7*^er ihidem con^^^ictis per dictum Johannem ad 
taxam pro garnitura dicte domme "Philippe forranda [cow^ra] dictum 
diem sponsaZmm ' anno predicto, cuiK^^et eor^m ij. s., XVI. s. Pro 

viij. lihris candelkrwm de coten emptis per sw^radtcj^is 

mno predicto, preao Kbre ij. d., XVI. d. Pro xix. candeZis cere con- 

Bimtliter emptia ibic^em per predictum . adaurat' et 

serico cerand' eadem vice et mno predicto, VI. d. Johawni Pidian 

garc*owi camera domme et operant* supev predic^a 

gaxnitura per x, ' ultiwos ' dies mens*5 Octobm awwo pred^c^o, III. s. 

Pro fac^ura j. txmice et cape pro Eeinpot Londome 

vj. die ISovemhris mno predzc^o, II. s. iij. operaton'fttts conc^wctis 
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Jjondonte per oT^er&ntibm super gkmitnra 

funebn domine Comitisse contra diem sepwltwre Jsabdle 'Regim per 
vj. dies secunde e'hd[omade], [cuiUhet] eomm per diem vj. d., IX. s. 
Pro vj. lihris candelarwrn emp^^s per d^c^wm Pynel pro operibws 

supr&dictis mm pre[d^c^o] Pro potacione data Bupr^- 

dictis operator^&^^s per vices tarn per msmics Massyngham quam 

Eober^ Pynel de coJisxiG[tudme Londonie] Pe^ro- 

kyn de la Eeole pro factoa j. nigr* manteU^ pro domma contra 

pred^c^um diem sep«*ltMre xvj Johawni Veisy pro 

furrac^we j. paris de botes pro domina de nigro agno apwd B.edm(/, 

eiisdem die [et anno] Duob^^s operatori6«s conc?«*ctis 

Londome per J, Yeysy operant^&^^s ihidem super gamitura domzne 

comitisse per xij, dies contra N&tivitatem dommi ' amo 

pred^c^o/ cuiK^et eoxum iper diem vj. d., XII. s. Cmdam operator/ 
consimiliter ihidem conducto [per Johannen] Yeisy pro consimilibua 
operibw5 domme nt mpra, per x, dies et dimidium contra iestum pre- 
d^c^wm aw wo pred^c^o, Q,Qj[pienti per diem,] vj. d., V. s. III. d. Cuidam 
operator* consimilifer ihidem conducto per Johannem Yeisy pro con- 
similibm [qperibus] Gontra i^edictum iestum per xj. dies et dimidium 
mm ^redioto, CB^^ientibm "per diem vj. d., V. s. IX. d. iij. [operatori- 
bu8 cormmiliter] ihidem conduct«5 per d^c^wm Yeysy pro (^omimilihus 
operib^^s domme, ut sw^ra, contra iestum i^edictum per v. \dies^ 
cuili&et eorwm per diem vj. d., YII. s. VI. d. Cuic^am operator* 
Goimrmliter ib«6?em conduc\x> per dictum [Veysy pro comimilibtis] 
operibw5 domme, nt supra. , contra predzcf^^m festum per ix. dies mno 
pred^c^o, ca.i^ienti per diem vj. d., IIII. s. YL d. [Cuidam] opera- 
tor* cons*m*7*Yer ib*<iem condtccto per pred*c^*im Yeysy pro consm*- 
libus operibws domme ut supra per x. dies, ' mm ]^redicto/ cd^yienti 
[per diem vj. d.] Y. s. v. operatoribws * pellitoribws ' consimiliter 
ihidem conduct*^ per dicium Yeysy pro gaxnitura domme sMj?rad*c^a 
[contra dictum] festum furranda cum propn'is f orruris domme, per v. 

dies mm pred/cjfo, cuiK&et eorwm per diem v Dnohus 

o^ersitovihus ^ pelliton7>«s ' con^imiliter ibidem condvictis per pred*c- 
tum Yeysy pro consimilibm operib^^s domme, ut s«/?ra, anm ^redicto, 
[eapimtihus per] diem vj. d., YI. s. ij. operator*5t«5 pelliton'Z^ws 
Gonsimiliter ib*£7em conduct/s per dzci^ttm Yeisy pro consimilibua 
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[qperibus domine] pe?' vij. dies mno predict, omlibet eomm per diem 

vj. d., VII, s. Pro xxiiij. libris candellarwm de coten 

tarn pro operibzfs taillerie qwam peltrie Becundum * consiietudinem ' 
Ijmdonie mno predtcifo, preczo libre ij. d., IIII, s. Pro potactone 

d per dictum Veisy de coIlsuetlld^^^e Londo?^^e per vices 

mno predic^o III. s. IIII. d. Johmni Yeisy Qxisienti 

. . . . d^'ctomm garmture domine per xij. dies contro, iestum Natiyi- 
tafis mno predwjfo, G&^ienti per diew* vj. d., VL s. Johanni Sch[«?i- 

mre] ibidem, super o^eribm pellitrie pred^c^e per viy. 

dies nt suprsi, csi^ientihus per diem iiij.d., II. s. YIII. d. ij. opera- 
toxihm conduct's Londo?zze pro tapetis qwichssens macwlatzs ad 

\mii\udia in Smetheueld iaii?2da[rac?is] pn'me ^odormdQ 

qitatragesme mno xxxiij^, cuih'^et eorwm per diem vj.d., II. s. 

Petrekyu de la Eeole mantollo tm^ ^ riuemantello ' panii% 

nign pro domma, vj. die apnlt^ amo predtcfo, XIIL s. HIT. d. 

Cuidam operatori 

Swmma pagine VIL l. XVII. s. I. d. 

[DOISTA.] 

Ex tomimili done domme ihidem eiisdem die et mno, f.iou. 
III. s. IIII. D. ij. somettanVs Prioris Wjntomensis euntibus cum 
hernes^o domme Comitisse de Sontliamptona VLsque "Reding ex 
QOXLsimili dono domine . . . Junii mno predec^o, III. s. IIII. d. 
Henrzco de Bokyngham ex consimili dono domme apz*d Stretford 
. . . . ij**. die Septemftns mno pred^c^o, XL. s. 'Nicholao Pithe- 
lare ex consimili dono do?7^^ne ibidem^ [eiisdem die et] mno, VI. s. 
VIII. D. iij. hominihus Eoberti Sauage ducentibus domino Comiti 
et domme Comitisse .... am lineam et mantellwm de Hibernza 
usqwe Stretford ex parte dic^i Eober^i, ex conBimili dono [domine 
en'sjdem die et mno, XX. s. Cuidam sometfcarzo abbatis de Waltham 
ducent* lectwm domme [Comitisse de] Stretford usque Campesse, ex 
consimili dono domme ibidem, eiisdem die et mno, III. s. IIII. n. 

coquinsi domme Comitisse ex comimUi dono domme 

ibidem, eiisdem die et mno, XII. d. Johanni ulno et di- 

midio riban larg^* de arge?i^o de cipre ab eo emp^o et libera^o Johanni 
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Prior ex conmmiU dono riband Londome, iiij**. die A^ilis 

anno pred^'cfo, XIII. s. IIII. d. Eidem Johanni 

iilms riban stricti con&imiUter ab eo emi^tis et liheratis eidem Joha?ini 

de conBimiU dono domme pro m aniens [rjiband ib^c?eni, 

eiisdm die ef a?^/^o, IL s. X. d. Cuid am Paltokmakare Londome 
pro j. paltok [ah eodein empto et] liberato Gslfrido Chaucer de 
consimili dono dowme ibidem, eiisd6?m die et mno^ IIII. s. Pro j. 
pari .... ium *nigro* et rubed et j. pari mtularium emptis 
Londome et libera^xs eidem Gslfndo de consimili dono domine ibidem 
[eiisdem die ef ann^o, III. s. Johanni Weorstede pr6> j. riban largo 

de argento de cipre consimiUter ab eo empifo [et Uherato ] de 

Burgh et ceteris de comimili dono dominQ apwd Wyndessore, xxij°. 

die Apn'Us mm -predicto ni Dauteme pro sotulan'&ws 

SU18 de consimili dono domine ibidem, eiisdm die et mno, V. d. 
Johanni [Weorstede\ [pro] j. riban aureo de cipre comimiliter ab 
eodem emp^o et liberato domino Eoberto Sauage militi de [consimili 
dono] domine Lond(9?^^e, xx^. die Maii ' anno predicto/ X. s. Eidem 
Johanrii Weorstede pro j. riban largo aLVgenteo de [ci^e c-onsimUiter] 
ab 60 empto et liberato Johanni Prior ex consimili dono domine 

ib^<^e^l, eiisdem die et mno, XI. s am pro vj. paribus 

sotularmm consimiliter Jjondonie emp^^^s et eidem liberatis pro fi]^Ys 
Buis de con&imili dono^ domme ibidem, [eiisdem die et] anno, II. s. 
* I. D.* Cuidam Paltokmakare Jjondonie pro j. paltok ' ab eo empto * 
et liberato Johanni Hynton de [consimili dono] domme apwd KattieM 
^ibidemy xij. die Septem?>m mfio pred^'cto, YIIL s. III. D. Pro j. 

einatura, cum j ibidem Qmptis et eidem Johanni libera^^s de 

comimili dono domine Uddem, eiisdem die et mno. III. s. IIII. d. 

empto apwd Dancastre in festo bea^e Marie Magdalene, 

et liberato Johanni Hynton de consnnUi dono domtne . i 

eodem festo a/nno predicto, XXX. s. Pro j. hakeneio con&imiliter empto 

apwd Kaitfeld et liberato cuidam valletto rok' ex 

consimili dono domme ibidem, eiisdem die et mno, YI. s. VI IL n. 
Eidem valletto [du-centi dictum] hakenemm de HattfeZc? usg'we Lon- 
doniam Bupes secTetis negotiis^ domine ex consimili dono domme 
pro expenses [suis, eiisdem] die et mno, YI. s. YIIT. d. Johawni 
Veisy et Johanni Schinnare de consimili dono domme pro 
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ihidem, eiisdem die et mm, IIII. s. Eoberto Pynel et 

Johanne Mxori eius de consimili done Decemhris 

Jjondome, eiisdem die et mm, XX. s. StephaTio Low vemenh' dome'ne 
Comitisse cum k'^^eris [Roherti ^ajuage de Hibernm usg^^e Hatt- 
idd de consimili dono do?7ime, xx. die Decemlam awno 'predtcfo/ 
VI. 8. VIII. D. [Ouidam valetto ^] [c?]ucz5 Lancas^r^e vemenU' domme 
Comitisse cum LY^eris domme Blanch Itd^nmstrie ex cons^m^7^ dono 
dt>mme, [emc?6w €^ awTio, II. s. Guidam garciowi vementi cum 
Vlnilipp^ Vamttaria de Pullesdone xxsqite Hattfe^c? de [co7mmt7^ 
t?o?2(? dom?n]Q ibidem, eiisdem die ef mm, XII. d. Galfr^Wo Chaucer 
de consimili dono domme ibi i '^^om [pro necessariis contra festu\m 
'No.tivitafis ibidem^ eiisdem die et a.nm, II.s, VI.D. Johanni Schyn- 
nare pro conmnilibtis necessariis [de consimili doizjo domine ibidem 
eiisdem die et awwo, II. s. Cuidam valetto domzne de Moubray 

venientt clere Elen' et j. Brewes Dalham et Brestowe 

cwm V. equis de Insula de Oxholm per Blythe propter 

congellaczo?2em aqt^anm inter HatUeld et insulam -predictam ex 
conszVmZi dono domine ibidem^ [eiisdem die ef] anm, VI. s. VIII. d. 
Petro de With' pro annona ma de consmi'Z^ dono domme f. loi, 

Hipud U&itfeld pn'mo die Jmuarii Magistto Joharani 

Koc Connt«5 ^icbmundie pro consimili annona de consimili dono 
domim ibidem, [eiisdem die et anno^ XIII. s. IIII. d, Johanni 
Lincolnze cle?'ico coqwine dicti Comitw pro conumili annona szta 
[coiisimili dono domine'] ibidem, eiisde7?i die et smno, XIII. s. IIII. d. 
Ricar^^^o Zenelee pro conaimili annona ut supra, [de consimili dono 
domine] ibidem, eiisdem die et mno, XIII. s. IIII. d. Cuidam gar- 

cio7ii ]Sricho?ai Gemoun venient^ . « dom/ne Comitisse de 

Campesse nsqiie HattfeM iij°. die Januaru ^nno p?*ed2C^o, III. s, 
IIII. o, Henrico Cone pro j. lecto de rubeo weorstede cum iij. ridellzs 
et dimidio celare de rubeo ca[na&o] , . . . de rubeo canabo ^ ab eo 
emptis et libe?*a^w Johanni Prior de cons*mi7i dono domine Lon- 
don! e, xij LI. s. Dommo Thome capellano de capella 

"Reglne ex consimili dono domme ibidem, eiisdem [die et anno], . . 
. . . Thome Prior de consm?7i dono domtne &pud HattfeZt? x°. 
die DecemSm ^mno predic^o/ XX. s. Ricar^fo P[yweZ de] consimili 
^ The repetition is in the MS. 

LIFE-RECOROS, III. 
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done domine ibidem, eilsdem die et anwo, VIIL D. Gilberto de la 
Sancorie pro Bumi^t[tbus sms] apwd Eltbam de comimili done 
doinine, Jjondonie, xx^ die jyecemhris mno pred^'c^o, XXIX. 8. 

pro j. lecto de dnpplic* weorstede ab eod^m emp^o 

'et lib^a^o Henrico Kyng de condmili d[ono domine\^ primo die 
Marcii Anno xxxii^., XXVI. s. YIIL b. Cuidam monaco claus^n 

ex QQii^imili dono domme ibitZ^m, eiisdew die et awwo, 

XIII. s. IIII. D. Bette panetarze *dc)mine' , , . [ex eansimili] 
douo dowme aptwi Campesse, die Apnlts mno predtc^o, XX. s. 
Dionisto coqmnario pred/'C^e [Jilie Nomine ex consimil{\ dono einsdew 
* domme ' ihidem, eiisdem die et anno, X. s. Agatbe nu^rici prediote 
filte domzne pro d[e2>^Yis] ..... de Campesse acquietandts ex 
'Cons^w^^7^ dono domme per maniis Johannia M.sissingham ihidem, 

Qiisdem die [et anno] Symonz Buchel pro iiij. nln?^ rubei 

veluetU' ab eodem empUs et liiheratis domino Roberto Savage . . . 

Kyng ex eomimUi dono dowme London*e, xij. die 

april'^ 2i7mo p^ed^c^o, preczo ulm xii. s., XL YIIL s 

'Consm'iYtfer em^tis "Londonie et Wheratis Johanni de Hynton' de 

aonsimiU dono do7nine, ibidem eiisdem die et mno, 

braccali consim7*7er ihidem empto et liberafo eidem Joharmi de 

aonsimili dono domme ib/c?em, eiisdem die [et anno] 

Symon* Yrichess de consmili dono dofnine luondonie xix°. die 

Aprzlw mno ipredicto, XIL D. H [pro j, lecto] de blu 

weorstede cum iij. curtinis de Tnde card' et p?'o ij. lihris eorde 
de canabo [ah eo empits et Uherafis] 'Nicholao Beknesfeld et Elene 
die spoiLsalium eomrndem ex consimili dono domine apwd Angle 

mno predicto, XLVIIL s. Hanel Wyngare ex consimiU 

dono domine ap?id Lirpol p?^Anio die B[e2:}temhns] Hugom 

Withe, valletto Johannis Glanuille venient* domne Comitisse cum 
litteris Sirgento d fald . . . . [eic conmml%[ dono domino ihidoxn^ 
eiisdem die et mno, XIIL s. IIII. d. Elenc Beknesfeld de cons*mi7* 
[dono domi'm] apz^d Ijondoniam Sinno ^^redicto, YI. s. YIIL d. Gilot 

garderofte ex cousiimU dono domine ihidem Henr/co Kyng 

de consimiZ* dono doTmm apwd RediHg, vj. die ISoYemhns mno 

predicto, XIIL s. IIIL d [ex condmili] dono 

domme 'ibidem eiisdew die et a/mo, XL s. Thorns pagcto de camera 
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de comimili \dono domine^ eiisdem die] et anno, XVI, d. Custody 
Leonum apwd twrrim IjOiLdoniensem ex conBimili dono domiuQ ibidem, 

VL s. YIII. D. Thome pagefifo de camera pro j. pari 

calcarm??^ ' emp^o ' ex consimili ' dono ' domine ibidem e\iisdein die 

et anrio] 'WHlelmo Hunte ex conBimili dono domine, 

ibidem, eiisdem die et ojino, II. s. Waltero George [ex eonsimili 
dono domine'] eiisdem die et anno, III. s. IIII. d. ij. munestralh> 

'Regine Soocie ex cousimiU dono domine anno 

xxxiiJ.®, XIIL s. IIII, D. Pro j. paltok emp^o Ijondonie et libera^o 

Thom[e] .ex eonsimili 'dono domine* prooio Qine, 

eiisdem die et mno, VL s. VIIL d. vj. valletti^ ducis Lan [cas^rfe] 

axdentibm circa qwadrigam domine de hospic^o d«c^i 

duces de le ]!Teythe usque g^rderobam Jjondonie [de eonsimili dono 
domine], eiisdem die et mno, XIII. s. IIII. i). 
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GEOFFREY CHAUCER, FORESTER OF NORTH 
PETHERTON, CO. SOMERSET, 

A.D. 1390-1—1400. 
[From * The Atltenmum,'' 20th Nov., 1886, j?. 672-3.] 

Whilb Cliaucer students are toiling through the thousands of 
TDembranes of such bulky MSS. as the Coram Kege and De Banco 
Kolls in the hope of finding some fresh notices of the poet, it would 
appear as if standard works, printed, but insufficiently indexed, 
afford a far more limited bunting-ground, which has not yet been 
thoroughly exhausted. For the last few years no new Chaucer 
notices have been forthcoming, and if memory serves me, the latest 
discovery was due to the perseverance of Mr, Walter Rye. That 
energetic antiquary, following up his determination to make the 
poet a Norfolk man (born, perhaps, at Lynn), thought it as well to 
investigate an entry duly indexed in a volume entitled Placltorum 
AbhreviatiOf which was published by the Record Commissioners as 
far back as the year 1811 j the result being that, assisted by Dr. 
F, J. Furnivairs earlier researches, a hitherto neglected reference to 
a Coram Rege Roll of the nineteenth year of Edward 11. enabled 
Mr. Rye to ascertain, in addition to minor points, the correct name 
of the poet's -grandfather, to wit, Robert le Chaucer. 

Now, once more, a printed work, and one that has been before 
the world for a period of not less than ninety-five years, has furnished 
a clue of remarkable interest The credit of the discovery of tlie 
reference, I should in the first place state, is due to Mr. William 
Floyd, an antiquary who is as well known for his valuable collec- 
tions of original notes from the public records as for his liberality 
in placing the contents of his note-books at the service of every 
inquirer. It was through an entry in one of Mr. Floyd's note-books 
that the curious deed relating to Chaucer's **raptus" of Cecilia 
Chaumpaigne was first discovered eleven years ago, and now again 
he comes forward with the startling piece of information to the 
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Chaucer searcher that the poet was Forester of North Petherton in 
the county of Somerset, and that he was succeeded in this post by 
a Thomas Chaucer. The authority for this statement is to be found 
on p. 62 of the third volume of Collinson's well-known History and 
Antiquities of the County of Somerset in the excellent account of 
!N"orth Petherton (vol. iii. pp. 54 — 74). In dealing with the history 
of the parish Collin son furnishes much precise information with 
regard to the Somerset forests,^ and, inter alia, he distinguishes 
between the " forestarii baronum et militum/' the " king's foresters," 
and the " foresters in fee." He then proceeds to trace the history of 
the office of king's forester within the park of Petherton. This 
account is brought down to oiie Sabina Peche, who died 13 Edward 
II., and on her death ISfichoI as Peche her son paid his relief for her 
lands in l^ewton." Collinson then continues : 

" Matthew, the son of this Mcholas Peche, sold all his right in 
a messuage called the Park-house^ and in certain parcels of land in 
J^'ewton and Exton, as also to the bailiwick of the forests of Pether- 
ton, Exmore, ]S^eroche, Mendip, Selwood, and the custody of the 
warren of Somerton, to Sir Richard d'Amori, Knt. This sale was 
made 10 Edward III. All which lands and office were 31 Edw. III. 
(probably after another sale from 'the family of D' Amori) found to 
have been part of the possessions of Eoger Mortimer, Earl of March, 
in whose descendants, and the Dukes of York, it continued till the 
time of Edw. IV., when it came to the Crown." 

Then follows immediately the passage which contains the new 
Chaucer note : — 

" These foresters of the family of Mortimer, as also the Dukes of 
York, appointed substitutionary foresters, to whom (as it appears by 
the Park Eolls) their whole power was delegated, as far as relates to 
this part of JN'orth Petherton. 

10 Eic. 11. [June 1386-7],^ Eichard Brittle, by the appointment 
of the Earl of IN' arch 

14 Eic. II. [22 June, 1390, to 21 June, 1391], Eichard Brittle 
and Gefferey Chaucer, by the appointment of the Earl of March. 

21 Ric, 11. [1397-8], Gefferey Chaucer, by Alianor, Co^ntess of 
March. 

4 Hen, V. [1 41 6-1 7], Thomas Chaucer, by Edward,^ Earl of March. 

1 On the subject of forest trespasses he incidentally remarks, that one early 
writer complained that it was by the forest laws safer to be a beast than a 
Cbristian man. ^ Collinson only gives the regnal years. 

3 The name should be Edmnnd. 
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8 Hen. VT., William Wrothe and Thomas Attemore. 
12 Hen. VI., William Wrothe. 

29 Hen. VI., Sir William Boaville and Eichard Luttrell, by the 
Duke of York. 

33 Hen. VI., Richard Stafford and Richard LuttrelL 

38 Hen. VI., James Boteler, Earl of Ormoud. 

2 Edw. IV., Philip de-Sfc. Maur. 

5 Edw. IV., John St. Albin, of Ash way. 

14 Edw. IV., Sir Giles D'Aubeny, for life. 

23 Hen. VIL, Robert Wrothe, for thirty years. 
Soon after the expiration of which term, Sir Thomas Wrothe, son 
and heir of the said Robert, purchased, 3 Edw. VI., of that king th^ 
fee of the park and manof of Newton Regis. His descendants in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth pulled down the park-house, and carried 
the materials to a lodge called the Broad Lodge, which the late Sir 
Thomas Wroth improved to a handsome dwelling. The whole park ^ 
is now converted into farms, and belongs to Sir Thomas Acland, 
Bart., in right of his grandmother, eldest daughter and coheir of 
Sir Thomas Wroth." 

Thus far Collinson, who, be it observed, fails to identify the 
poet in the " substitutionary forester" appointed 14 Ric. II. (a.d. 
1390-1), and again in 21 Ric. II. (a.d. 1397-8). Now as this is 
the only notice, so far as I am aware, which connects the name of 
Geoffrey Chaucer with the county of Somerset, it may at first sight 
appear somewhat rash to identify this particular " Geoffrey Chaucer " 
as being the poet. It therefore becomes necessary to state the 
•reasons for the identification. And, first, I believe I am strictly 
correct in stating that the names " Geoffrey " and " Thomas," taken 
in conjunction with the dates of the appointments, were alone amply 
suflScient to satisfy such a careful worker as Mr, Eloyd as to the 
identity of the persons referred to. The name " Geoffrey " Chaucer, 
indeed, constitutes some sort of identification, inasmuch as no Geof- 
frey Chaucer other than the poet is known during the reign of 
Richard 11. ; still this identification by the Christian name is not 
altogether convincing. It is, however, to be noticed that the appoint- 
ment was made by the Earl of March. The question then at once 
arises, Can any connection be traced between this Earl of March and 
Geoffrey Chaucer^ the poet 1 I think so, and in this manner. 

1 In this park was found the curious amulet of King Alfred mentioned in 
vol. i. p. 87. 
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The earliest notice of the poet is one that was discorv-ered twenty 
years ago by Mr. E. A. Bond, the present Principal Librarian of the 
British Museum. Some fragments of parchment, which had been 
pasted down to the covers of an ancient manuscript (Add. MS. 
18,632) to serve as a lining to the binding, proved on examination 
to be portions of a household account of Elizabeth, daughter and 
heiress of William de Burgh, the last Earl of Ulster of that name, 
and wife of Prince Lionel, third son of Edward IIL ; and, strange to 
say, the name of Geofeey Chaucer as a page in the household of 
Prince Lionel or a .special attendant on the Countess of tTlster was 
found three times repeated on these very waste fragments, the earliest 
entry, under date April, 1367, relating to the gift of an entire suit 
of clothes to the future poet, consisting of a paltock or short cloak, 
a pair of red and black breeches, and a pair of shoes. A full account 
of these" New Facts in the Life of Chaucer" was given by Mr. Bond 
in the FortnigJitly Review fqr August 15th, 1866 (Ko, xxxi.). An 
exact transcript of these interesting fragments lias also, I believe, 
been issued to members of the Chaucer Society within the last few 
months.-^ 

Here at once we have the clue to the connection between Geoffrey 
Chaucer, the poet, and Eoger Mortimer, the fourth Earl of March , 
who is referred to by CoUinson as appointing the foresters of iforth 
Petherton, Briefly, this fourth Earl of March was grandson of 
Elizabeth de Burgh referred to above, as may be clearly seen by the 
annexed pedigree : — 

Prince Lionel, Duke of Clarence, Elizabeth de Burgh, to wliom Geof- 
third son of Edward III. | frey Chaucer was page (?) in 1367. 

Fhilippa, ob. Jan. 5, 5 Eich IL (see Edmund Mortimer, 3rd Earl of 
Q,R. Anc. Misc. Bund. 198, No. 16). [ March . 

I 

Alionora, daughter of Thos. Holland, = Roger Mortimer, 4th Earl of March, 
2nd Eaii of Kent, who reappointed who appointed Geoffrey Chaucer 
Geoffrey Chaucer as Forester in 21 Forester of North Petherton in 
Rio. II, {1397-8).2 1390-1. Ob. July 20, 22 Ric.IL* 

1 It forms part of the present publication. F. J. F, 

2 Collinson appears to be wrong in this date, as a new appointment would 
liardly be required until the death of the earl. Perhaps it should be 22 Ric. 
II. (A.D. 139B-9). 

3 See "March Lands" (Q.R. Anc. Misc. Bund, 198, No. 98), where the 
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With these facts before us, it seems perfectly reasonable to admit, 
without further proof, this identification of the Forester of North 
Petherton. " Unbelieving Thomases " are, however, abroad in these 
days of original research, and, therefore, to be accepted, important 
facts have to be proved, so to speak, " right up to the hilt.'* It 
becomes necessary, then, to adduce as much evidence as is possible 
in support of every contention. In this particular case the year of 
the appointment is material. It is well known that Chaucer held 
the post of Comptroller of Customs in the Port of London up to the 
tenth year of the reign of Richard II. ; he then lost the appointment 
for some reason not satisfactorily explained. In 11 Bichard II. 
(1387-8) Chaucer assigned his two pensions to one John Scalby. It 
would, therefore, appear that his income at this period was suffering 
a considerable reduction. In 13 Eichard IL (1389-90), however, he 
obtained the appointment of Clerk of the King's Works at West- 
minster, but one John Gedney succeeded to the post in less than two 
years, to wit, in September, 1391 (15 Richard IL) ; and from this 
date the Chaucer notices in the Public Records dwindle away. But 
this is precisely the period when it is now announced that he held 
the forestership of iNorth Petherton, and whether the appointment 
necessitated personal superintendence on the spot or not, an unsatis- 
factory gap in the poet's life is now filled up, and in a manner 
exactly in accordance with the poet's pecuniary requirements. The 
patron who gives him the appointment is one whom, with the 
ascertained facts of Chaucer's earlier career before us, we might have 
confidently named; and it must, moreover, be a matter of con- 
siderable interest to the wide circle eager to follow all the most 
minute events in the poet's life to learn now for the first time of 
what we may consider as a friendly connection, extending over more 
than forty years, between the poet and the distinguished descendants 
of Prince Lionel and Elizabeth, Countess of Ulster. 

heading of the roll runs : ** Quo die idem Rogerus obiit, post oujus mortem 
dominium praedictum devenit in manus dioti Regis nomine custodiae, ratione 
minoris setatis Ed'i filii et heredis dicti Rogeri comitis." Doyle's Official 
Baronage gives the date of the death of Earl Roger as "Aug. 15, 1398," but 
the correctness of the date given above (July 20) is confirmed by another roll 
in the same bundle (No. 01), where it is fixed as festum Sancte Margarete 
virginis.'' 
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This is all the evidence I am at the moineiit prepared with in 
proof of the identification, and it is suhmitted, without further 
research, for the criticism of the students of Chaucer's life, with a 
view to elicit comments, and so to bring about a decision on the 
point one way or the other. In the event of the identification 
proving acceptable, this interesting item in the poet's life-story will 
duly find its place, together with any additional notes that others 
may be able to furnish, in the volume of Life-Records of Chaucer^ 
which has for some years been in course of preparation for the 
Chaucer Society under the editorship of Dr. F. J. Fumivall and 
myself. I may add, incidentally, that in glancing over Collinson's 
pages .1 noted that a branch of the family of Hayrun or Heron is 
mentioned in connection with I^orth Petherton. On the Heron 
question I would refer my readers to Mrs. Haweis's careful summary 
of the poet's life in Belgravia for July, 1882. 

In conclusion, it may be advantageous to indicate the line of 
future research suggested by this new find*" In the first place, an 
attempt should be at once made to trace the present whereabouts of 
the "Park EoUs," which, at the time CoUinson wrote, before 1791, 
seem to have been in the possession of Sir Thomas Acland.^ These, 
if found, would certainly prove of great interest. The series is 
apparently defective, as a successor to GeoflErey Chaucer should have 
been appointed^ according to present information, in the first year of 
Henry lY. i^'ext, the Public Kecords offer some chance of further 
light on the particular point, if a careful examination were made of 
some bundles of Ministers' Accounts known as "March Lands" 
(Exch. Q.K. Ancient Miscellanea, Bundles 197 to 201). 

I have already noted in the " descriptive slips " of these last- 
named records a " forester's *' roll, dated 23 Richard IL, for North 

1 Sir Thomas Acland, the present baronet, has most kindly allowed a 
search to be made in his muniment room at Killerton, by Mr. Winslow Jones, 
but without success. Sir Alexander Acland Hood has also thrown open his 
muniments at St. Audries, Bridgwater, with a like result. In the last-named 
baronet's possession are the MSS. collected by Mr. T. Palmer, from which 
Collinson compiled his History, and with reference to these Sir Alexander 
Hood writes : « I feel confident that Mr. Thomas Palmer saw the Rolls at 
Petherton Park. I have many of his manuscripts, and he always gives his 
authorities for his statements." 
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Petherton(?), of which, however, the heading — ^with the tisual bad 
luck attending the searches for original Chaucer documents — is 
defaced by galls, and all that remains of the name of the particular 
"forester" is the final portion, " war."i But I am not at present 
satisfied that Hunter has properly assigned this roll to North Pether- 
ton. I may also add that Bundle 198 of " March Lands" contains 
several receipts given by Sir John Clanvowe,^ who, it will be 
remembered, was one of the witnesses to the " raptus" deed executed 
by Cecilia Chaumpaigne. 

With reference to Thomas Chaucer, so much space has already 
been occupied with the identification of the father (?) that it wiU be 
better to leave the subject of his identity and connection with the 
poet for future consideration. 

Walpord D. Sblby. 

P.S. — ^The foregoing may suggest to some the wordJikeness 
sketched by a New England poet, which well accords with the 
new " find " : 

An old man in a lodge within a park ; 

The chamber walls depicted all around 

With portraiture of huntsman, hawk, and hound, 

And the hurt deer. He listeneth to the lark. 

Whose song comes with the sunshine through the dark 

Of painted glass in leaden lattice bound ; 

He listeneth and he laugheth at the sound, 

Then writeth in a book like any clerk. 

He is the poet of the dawn, who wrote 

The Canterbury Tales, and his old age' 

Made beautiful with song ; and as T read 

I hear the crowing cock, I hear the note 

Of lark and linnet, and from every pajje 

Rise odours of ploughed field or flowery mead. 



^ With the interpolation of a between the letters w and this would 
do very well for the termination of the name " Chawcar.*' [A more careful 
examination of the MS. has proved that the name is " John Janes ware." The 
roll is, therefore, not one of the series of *' Park Rolls." Of course, if the 
Christian name were " Geoffrey," I should read it *• Ja?<esware." — W. D. S,] 

2 The name is given incorrectly as "Clanebowe" in the "raptus" deed. 
[I have here made a mistake. The receipts are given by Sir Tliomas Clanvowe, 
who may, or may not, have been a relation of Sir John. — W. D. S.] 
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CHAUCEU. 
From the Harlelan MS. 4S66. 
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APPENDIX. 
I. 

CHAUCER'S GEAIfDrATHEE, ROBERT LE CHAUCER 

By WALTER RYE. 

[From. ' The Athenanm,^ 29 Janvary, 1881.] 

To make myself intelligible to those who have not studied the 
subject, I will restate the hibherto accepted pedigree in the words of 
Sir H. Mcolas. A Richard. Chaucer, a vintaer of London, who in 
his wiU, dated 1349, mentions only his wife Mary and her son 
Thomas Heyroun, is said to have had " by the said Mary (or some 
other wife) a son John Chancer, who was also a citizen and vintner 
of London; for the said Thomas Heyroun by his will, dated on 
April 7th, 1349, , , . . appointed his brother [t. e. his half-brother] 
John Chaucer his executor," &c. 

That this John Chaucer was the father of the poet seems 
abundantly proved, but an entry on mem. 13 of the Coram Rege 
Roll of Hilary 19 Edward II. (1326), as to a plea held at ]^^'or\vich, 
equally abundantly proves that the poet's grandfather was Robert, 
and not Richard le Chaucer, as has hitherto been supposed. 

r Eor many reasons the entry is an interesting one, so I subjoin a 
translation of the first part of it ; the latter is chiefly taken up with 
technicalities : — 

" London. — Agnes, the widow of Walter de Westhale, Thomas 
Stace, Geoffrey Stace, and Laurence * Geffreyesman Stace,' ^ were 
attached to answer Richard le Chaucer of London and Mary his wife 
on a plea that whereas the custody of the land and heir of Rohefi't le 
Chaucer until the same heir became of full age belonged to the said 
Robert and Mary (because the said Robert held his land in socage, 
and the said Mary is nearer in relationship to the heir of the said 
Robert), and (whereas) the said Richard and Mary long remained in 

1 This curious way of describing "Laurence, the man of Geoffrey Stace." 
occurs again in a Patent Boll cited hereafter (18 Bdw. II., pt. 2, mem. 29d), 
where Hugh, the man of Philip Harneya, is described as "Hugo Phelippesmaa 
Harneys." 
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full and peaceful seizin of such -wardship, the said Agnes, Thomas, 
Geoffrey, and Laurence by force and arms took away Jolin, the son 
and heir of the said Robert , who waf3 under age and in the 
custody of the said Eichard and Mary, and married him against the 
will of the said Eichard and Mary and of the said heir, and also did 
other unlawful acts against the said Eichard and Mary, to the grave 
injury of the said Eichard and Mary, and against the peace. 

**And therefore the said Eichard and Mary by their attorney 
complain that whereas the custody of the land and heir of the said 
Eobert, viz. of one messuage with its appurtenances in Ipswich, 
until the full age of, &c., belonged, &c., because the said Eobert 
held the said messuage in socage and the said Mary is nearer in 
relationship to the said Eobert, viz. mother of the said heir^ and 
formerly the loife of the said Robert ^ and (whereas) the said Eichard 
and Mary remained in full and peaceful seizin of the said wardship 
for a long while, namely, for one year; they, the said Agnes, 
Thomas, Geoffrey, and Laurence, on the Monday before the feast of 
St. Nicholas, in the eighteenth year of the present king, and against 
the will of the said Eichard and Mary, stole and took away by force 
and arms, viz. swords, bows and arrows, the said John, son and heir 
of the said Eobert, who was under age, viz. being under the age of 
fourteen years, and then in the wardship of the said Eichard and 
Mary at London, namely, in the ward of Gordwanerstrete^ and 
married him to one Joan, the daughter of Walter de Esthale} and 
committed other unlawful acts, &c. 

" Wherefore' they say they are injured, and have suffered damage 
to the extent of 

The defence put in was 

"that, according to the customs of the ' Burg * of Ipswich from time, 
to which, &c, any heit under age when his heirship shall descend to 
him shall remain in the charge of the nearest of his blood, but that 
his inheritance shall not descend to him till he has completed the 
age of twelve years, and shall know how to reckon and how to 
measure ; and they say that the said heir of the said Eobert com- 
pleted the £^e of twelve years before the suing out of the said 
writ'' 2 

Most of the rest of the membrane is taken up with a long 
technical dispute as to jurisdiction, of which the Mayor and citizens 
of London apparently got the best, for tlie trial came on before 
E. Baynard and Hamo de Chikewell and Nicholas de Farndon (the 

1 No doubt a transcriber's error for Westhale. See the other authorities 
cited later. 

2 And it is alleged that the said Agnes, Thomas, Geoffrey, and Laurence 
did not cause the said heir to be married. 
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two latter sitting on behalf of the City), at St. Martin's the Great 
(le Grand), London, on the Sunday next before the iNTativity of the 
B. V. M., when, the defendants making default, a verdict was 
entered up for the plaintiffs for 2501 damages. 

Dissatisfied with the verdict, Geoffrey Stace and his co-defend- 
ants in 2 Edw. III. (1328) attainted Richard le Chaucer and his wife 
of perjury said to have been committed at the trial; but after a 
lengthened argument it was decided that no writ of attaint could lie 
as to the verdict of a jury within the City ; so Geoffrey took nothing 
by his motion, but, on the other hand, was committed to the 
custody of the Marshal of the City on the old verdict found against 
him. 

All this is set out at great length in the Liber Albus of the 
City of London (ed. 1859, vol. i. pp. 43744:), in which it was no 
doubt preserved because it was a valuable precedent for the City. 
As the entry winds up with a stiD valid reference to the Coram 
Rege Roll (before quoted) in these words, Prout patet termino 
Sancti Hillarii anno regni patris Domini Regis nunc XIX. rotulo 
XIIL," it certainly is hard to undeistand how Chaucerian collectors 
have omitted to follow up so very clear a clue.^ 

Still more strange is it that they should have left it to an out- 
sider to discover that Geoffrey Stace presented a petition to Parlia- 
ment in the same year (2 Edw. III., 1328, No. 6), praying for relief 
against the damages of 250?., which he alleged were excessive, on the 
ground that the heir's estate was only worth 20s. a year. This 
petition sets out all the proceedings, referring to John as ^' fuiz et 
heire Robert le Chancier," but puts the finding of the jury thusi 
" Et trove fu q*ils avoient ravi le dit heire, mes ne mie mariee*^ and 
alleges that "le dit heire est al large et ove les avantditz Richard et 
Marie demottrant et nulsou dismarie." I have not yet been able to 
ascertain the result of this petition. 

From the three documents described above, therefore, it is clear 
that the Mary who was ultimately the wife of Richard Chaucer had 

1 Biley, in his introduction to his Memorials (p. xxxiv), tnistakes the 
purport of the trial, and goes out of his way to say that it does not throw 
any light," &c. 

LIFE-BEOOUDS, HI. 9 
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been married twice before : once to — Heyroun, by whom she had 
a son Thomas Heyroun, and once to Eohert le Chaucer, by whom 
she had a son John Chaucer, the poet's father. The confusion has 
no doubt been caused by her having married two men of the same 
surname. It has. always been hard to understand why, if Eichard 
were John's father, he did not mention him in liis will, which left 
all his property in charity ; but the present discovery clears away this 
difficulty. 

The fact of Eichard le Chaucer, his wife, and her son living in 
the ward of Cordwanerstrete, where dwelt the shoeDiakers and other 
workers in leather, should not be forgotten by those who claim a 
gentle, if not noble, descent for the poet, ignoring the fact that ** Le 
Chaucer" simply means the The Shoemaker." The arms borne by 
the poet seem to have been those of De Waldegrave differenced, and 
I think I have a clue which may show that the Chancers followed 
the banner of this family into Aquitaine. This, however, is little 
better than a guess at present.^ 

"We now come to the question as to who was this Eobert le Chaucer, 
the poet's grandfather, and who were these 8taces who took so lively 
an interest in his infant heir. On both points I can throw some 
little light, for I find on mem. 17 of the Fine Eoll for 4 Edw. II. a 
commission, dated August 2nd (1310), appointing Eobert le Chaucer 
one of the collectors in the port of London of the new customs upon 
wines granted by the merchants of Aquitaine, a post not unlike that 
afterwards filled in the same port by his grandson the poet. 

At the same time Thomas Stace ^ was appointed to fill a similar 
office for Ipswich, so he and Eobert Chaucer were brother officials, 
and no doubt thrown together in business matters. Can it be that 
Eobert le Chaucer's wife was a sister or daughter of this Stace, and 
that the dispute was no more or less than a family quarrel? Such a 
supposition would account for the strong personal interest taken in 
it by the Staces. The expression on the Coram Eege Eoll, that 
Mary, the wife of Eichard, was nearer in relationship to her ward, 

1 Has it ever been noticed that the arms on John Chaucer's seal are almost 
identical with those of Swinford 1 

2 I find a John Stace occurring in the Hundred Roll for London circa 1274, 
and we know there were Chancers in London as early as 1226. 
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would almost imply that some one concerned was also related in a 
more remote degree. 

The theory that the ahduction of December arose from a family 
dispute is partly borne out by the fact that on the previous Michael- 
mas a fine was levied (Suffolk Fines, 18 Edw, II., JSTb. 156) between 
Agnes, the widow of Walter de Westhale, petent, and John de 
Eeynes, parson of the church of Melton, and Eichard de Glaunvile 
(no doubt trustees), tenants, as to two parts of the manor of Colesle 
and of land at Alderton, being in effect a settlement on the widow 
for life, remainder to Sibilla the daughter of Walter de Westhale and 
the heirs of her body, remainder to Joan her sister (to whom John 
Chaucer was afterwards forcibly married), and ultimate remainder to 
the said John Chaucer, son of Eobert le Chaucer, and his heirs. 

The motive of the abduction, therefore, is sufficiently evident. 
The abduction itself forcibly reminds us of the so-called " raptus" of 
Cecilia Chaumpaigne by the poet himself before 1380. 

By the way, at p. 138 of Mr. Fumivairs Forewords of 1876, a 
Pembrokeshire origin is suggested for those Chaumpaignes, but he 
has overlooked the fact that there were plenty of the name in 
Suffolk^ contemporary with the poet, so the latter's adventure 
probably took place near the abode of his mother's family. Mr. 
Greenstreet is, I am happy to say, about to follow this chie up, 
so we shall probably soon know more not only of this affair, but 
as to what became of the Ipswich property once belonging to the 
Chancers. 

This, however, is a long digression, so I will return to Thomas 
Stace, who was burgess for Ipswich for various years between 1307 
and 1327. He was' also collector of the customs there in 1307 and 
1308, and while bailiff in 1321 made seizures for the king's use in a 
way which caused a riot, particulars of which may be found on mem. 
19d of the second part of the Patent Eoll of 14 Edw. II. In 1324 
he had ceased to be bailiff, and was implicated in another riot, this 
time against the bailiffs (see Patent Eoll, 18 Edw. XL, pt. ii. mem. 

1 See Feet of Fines (Suffolk), 10, 16, 18, and 23 Edw. I., 17 Edw. IL, 4 
Edw. III., &c. The fact that there was a Robert Chaumpaigne a citizen of 
London in the aame year as Cecilia released Chaucer has apparently hitherto 
escaped notice. See Inq. P.M. 3 R. II. No. 90. 

* 
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29(i), Also concerned in the latter disturbance were the other 
defendant Geoffrey Stace (burgess in 1311-17 and 1327, and 
probably his brother), and the ktter's two brothers, Henry Stace 
and Nicholas Stace. 

Both Thomas and Geoffrey Stace would, therefore, seem to have 
been masterful men, who would not have thought much of the 
forcible abduction and marriage of a boy. Whether the poet was of 
kin to this Geoffrey or not, it is not improbable that he owed his 
Christian name to him. And the poet's London contemporaries and 
possible brothers, Henry and Mcholas Chaucer (both of Cordwaner 
Street), may have been named after Henry and Nicholas Stace. 

The descents of the poet's two grandfathers I will leave to those 
better qualified than I to puzzle out, but I may put forward a sug- 
gestion that Robert le Chaucer's family may have originally come 
from Norfolk. The old MS. history of Lynn (now unluckily lost) 
known as Lennce Rediviva {sic) states that the poet himself was 
bora at Lynn, and there may have been some foundation for the 
story. There was a Benedict* le Chaucer implicated in the great 
Norwich riot of 1 272 {vide the last part of my Norfolk Antiquarian 
Miscellany, p. 30), and some of his relations may have been among 
those who fled from the consequences 'to a friendly city. That 
London was friendly to Norwich about this time I could prove if it 
were necessary, e. g, by the fact that the writer of the London 
chronicle in the Liber de Antiquis Legihus is the only one who 
warmly espouses . the side of the Norwich citizens with relation to 
this riot. It is noteworthy that among those who were concerned in 
such disturbance I find the names of Le Blund, Le Fevere, De 
Heylesdon, Le Noreys, and De Stodeye, names which reappear in 
the next century as mayors, sheriffs, and prominent citizens of 
London. 

There was, by the way, another Chaucer in Norwich, viz. "Walter 
le Chaucer, who was in 1292 a juror on an inquisition ad quod 
damnum as to the Priars Minors. Chaucer's writings contain 
several references to Norfolk, e. g. the Eeeve who lived " byside the 

1 John le Chaucer of London is said by BUey {Memorials, p. xxv) to have 
had a son Benedict, circa 1298. 
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town men clepen Baldeswelle," Frere Nicholas of Linn the " reverend 
clerk," and the miller's wife who invokes the holy cross of Brom- 
holme ; while the bitterness against the Jews in the Prioress's Tale 
may well have sprung from family tales of the martyrdom of St. 
William of Norwich. Nor should it he forgotten that Thomas 
Chancer, said to have been the poet's son, was (jure nxoris) a 
Norfolk landowner. Still, with a chain of London Chancers from- 
1226 downwards, I fear probabilities are against me. 



IL 

CHAUCER'S CONNECTION WITH LYNN 
AND NORFOLK. 

By WALTER RYB.^ 

Thbrb are several things which tell in favour of Chaucer having 
been closely connected with Lynn and Norfolk. 

1. The MS. History of Lynn, called Lmnce Rediviva, positively 
states that the poet was born at Lynn.^ 

2. We know that Lynn was a great wine port. Chaucer's grand- 
father Eobert was a collector of wine duties in London in 1312, and 
his father John was a vintner of London in 1342. There was a 
Eobert de London at Lynn in 1295 {Feet of Fines (Norfolk), Ed. I. 
No. 681), and again in 1307-9, and who imported and exported goods 
to and from Lynn in 1309. He was a Custom House officer therie 

1 From the Academy, 1885. 

2 This history is said to have been written by Ben Adam for Edward IV. 
It was quoted by the Norfolk Tour of 1829 : — ** In addition to these worthies 
of Lynn, the Lennae Bedeimia^ upon what authority we know not, says, under 
the head ' Friars,' — 

' Lynn had the honour to present the world 
With Geoffery Chaucer, Capgrave, and the curled 
Pate Albanus de Lenna, John Barstone, William Cocheford, 
John Thomson, Thomas Lambe, and 't did afford 
The Court a jeaster, Hugh of Lynn was he, 
All famous in theyr time, Lynn, nursed by thee/ 

(^Norfolk Tour^ vol. i,, p. 464, A.D. 1829.) 
Mr. Rye has not yet been able to trace this Lenna Rediviva, — F. J. F. 
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in 1338 (Lynn Customs Roll, W.JST., 1881). Again, there was a 
Geoffrey le Suter ^ exporting and importing goods from and to Lynn 
in 1324. Could he have been an uncle of the poet, after whom the 
latter was named 1 

3. Chaucer, we know, was patronised hy John of Gaunt. How 
they became acquainted is not known. Is it not probable that John 
of Gaunt accompanied his father, Edward IIL, in one or more of the 
journeys we know the latter made to Lynn for the purpose of visiting 
his mother Isabella (the " she-wolf ") while she was at Eising Castle 
hard by] She was there in 1357, when Chaucer was in Prince 
Lionel's household (p. 24, above). 

4. Chaucer speaks of "Friar Nicholas of Lynn, that reverend 
clerk.'* Friar Ificholas wrote a treatise on the Astrolabe. Chaucer 
also wrote on the Astrolabe, a.d. 1391.^ In 1386 this very Nicholas 
of Lynn, who was a Carmelite, composed a calendar for Chaucer's 
patron, John of Gaunt (Eawlinson MSS., Bodleian C. 895 ; Ashmol. 
MSS., 5, 370, 391, v. fo. 4c). 

5. Chaucer's alleged son, Thomas, married Matilda, daughter of 
Sir John Burghersh. John de Burghard was mayor of Lynn in 
1331-2. KB. It has been denied that Thomas was the poet's son, 
but he seems to have received grants from the poet's patron, John of 
Gaunt (Pet. to Pari., 11 Hen. V., p. 39a). 

6. Chaucer speaks of the cross that St. Helen found — " The Holy 
Cross that St. Helen found" was the title of a Lynn guild, the 
certificate of which is still at the Eecord Office.^ 

^ This assumes the identity of Souter, a cobbler, with Ohaucer, a maker 
of eha/usseSf which I cannot admit. They were distinct trades. — F. J. E. 

^ See the edition by Skeat, for the Early English Text and Chaucer 
Societies, and the Arabian originals there cited. — F. J. F. 

3 See Miglish Gilds (E. E. Text See), p. 83. ^ Lenm I^copi. ... In 
\>% honour of ihesu cris^ and of bis moder seinte marie, and of alle holy 
halwen, and namelike [= specially] of }je holy crouche {^at seinte Eleyne 
founde. We schulle holde J?is gilde \>vq moruwespeches bi >e jer." There 
were many Holy Cross Gilds in England, and, among them those of Stratford 
on Avon, and Birmingham {Engl. GildSy p. 211 — 225, 239—260). Beverley 
had a Gild of St. Elene (ib, p. 148). As there was only one Holy Cross, that 
on which Christ is said to have died, and as the Legend was that Saint Helena 
found it 200 years after Christ's Eesurrection, every one of the millions of 
references to the Cross in the Middle Ages was to * the Holy Cross that Helen 
found,' tho' that exact phrase may not often occur. — F. J. F, 
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7. Chaucer wrote the Shipman's Tale. The Shipman's Guild 
was another of the Lynn guilds.^ 

As to the other things pointing to Chaucer having heen a Korfolk 
man (for other i^orfolk Chaucers see Norf. Ant, Misc., ii. p. 560), or 
at all events well acquainted with ITorfolk, take his references to 

8. The Eeve who " lyved byside the town men clepen Baldes- 
welle" — a most obscure ^N'orf oik village ; 

9. The miller's wife who invokes the Holy Cross of Bromholme ^ 
— Bacton Abbey, on the east coast of Norfolk. 

10. His reference to the alleged child murder by Jews is curious, 
and may refer to the "martyrdom" of St. William the Boy of 
Norwich. It is clear that he does not mean to refer to St. Hugh of 
Lincoln,. for he says . . . "Hugh of Lincoln slain also" Norfolk 
was perhaps more than any other part of England the scene of 
Jewish persecutions. Besides that arising from " St, William,'* 
there was the Jumepiji case of 1230, and most significant as bearing 
on the present inquiry, a cruel riot against the Lynn Jews in 1190. 

11. Chaucer in the Nun's Priest's Tale has 

" Certes he Jakke Straw and his meyn6 
Ne maden nevere schoutes half so shrille 
Whan that they wolden eny Flemyng kille" ^ 



1 English Gilds (E. E. Text Soc), p. 54 : it was "specialeke in \>e hon£??/r 
of Jje exaltacion of ]>q holy crouche.'* Mr. Rye allows that Lynn was not the 
only town in England whereat Shipmen were. — P. J. F. 

2 A very common invocation. — F. J. F, 

5 See Stowe's allusion to this in his Annalcs (1606), p. 458-9 : ^* There 
were that day beheaded manie as well Flemings as Englishmen for no 
cause, but to fulfill the crueltie of the rude Commons : for it Jepfret 
was a solerane pastime to them, if they could take any that was ti^\aie*Jf\" e 
not sworn e to them, to take from such a one his ho ode with Nunneg Priest. 
their accustomed clamour, and forthwith to behead him : neither did they 
shew any reuerence voto sacred places, for in the very Churches did they kill 
whom they had in hatred : they fetcht 13 Flemings out of the Augustine 
Friers church in London, and 17 out of another church, and 32 Flemings be- 
in the Vintree, and so forth in other places of the Citie, and in laeaded. 
South warke. al which they beheaded except (p. 459), they could plainly 
pronounce * bread and cheese ' ; for, if their speech sounded any thing on 
bret, or cawsej off went their heads, as a sure marke they were Flemings." 

As 1 am copying from Stowe, I may as well add his account (p. 437) of 
Ckmoer^» mUswn to Mo-ntrmll and PaHs in 1377, showing how soxne of the 
poet*s companions were murderd : 

" About the same time, the Earle of Salisbury, and Sir Richard Anglisison 
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'Now the branch of the Wat Tyler — Jack Straw rebellion of 1381 — 
in I^orfolk was that of John the Litester or ^yer, who was defeated 
and hung at North Walsham, one of his quarters being stuck up at 
Lynn. It is said that the Flemings introduced the woollen trade 
into !N"orfolk about 1336 at Worstead, the next parish to Iforth 
Walsham. In my Popular History of NorfolTc I have pointed out 
that in all probability Litester and Cubit, his chief backer, were 
Worstead men, as both names occur in the Subsidy Koll for that 
parish in 1315. 

May not this passage of Chaucer elucidate an obscure corner of 
history, and show, that as far as Norfolk was concerned, the rising 
may have been only a riot against the industrious foreigners— just 
the same, in fact, as Appleyard's Conspiracy of 1570. 

12. The name of Chaumpayne — familiar to Chaucer students in 
connection with the " raptus " — occurs at Fincham, near Lynn. If, 
as I think, it is the same as De Campanis, and Chaumpneys, it 
occurs in South Lynn itself. 

Of course each of these points is nothing much in itself, but I 
venture to think that, taken as a whole, they are strongly in favour 
of my Lynn theory. Minor examples might be multiplied — for 
example, " the rule of St. Beneyt " was that of the best known 
Norfolk monastery ; that of St. Austyn was represented at Lynn ; 

, a Poyton, the Bishop of Saint Dauids, the Bishop of Hereford, 

X TTATTdR Stud u 7 ^ 7 r / 

othera sent into GEFFREY Chaucer, (the f amous Poet of England,) and other, 
France. sent into Fraunce to treate a peace, or at the least a truce 

for two yeere or more ; but they could not obtaine any longer truce then for 
one moneth, which they vtterly refused. Whereupon they stayed in Fraunce 
about these things ; and some thinking they might safely haue passed betwixt 
Caleis and Douer, about fiftie taking Ship, were forthwith intercepted by the 
[French] Galley es, and were all slaine, two men and two women only excepted, 
h c 1 1 ^^^^ ^^g^t of the Townesmen of Caleys, they being 

Cajftaine of not able to give them any ayde. Sir Hugh Caluely being at 
Caleis, that present time Captaine of Caleys, tooke this so great an 

iniurie in very euill part, especially for that it was done whilst they were yet 
Tinakes an in- treating of peace ; but he could not helpe it ; wherefore forth- 
midiiito with he tooke with him a number of the best and chosen- 

France.] men, and purposing to requite this iniurie, made a roade 

into France, killing a great number of men, and brought back with him a 
[CHAucEtt's gi'^at bootie of artillery and cattell. The messengers returned 
return to into England, and brought nothing backe with them, but 
England.] rumor and warre."— p. 437. (Prof. Arber reminds me of the 
passage. — F. J. F.) 
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the Prioresses motto "Amor viiicit omnia" was found on a ring 
recently picked up in Norfolk {Norf. Arch,, vi. p. 385), and so on. 

I will conclude with a note about Chaucer*s wife, who is said to 
have been the sister of Catherine, first the concubine and then the 
wife of John of Graunt, and the daughter of Sir Payne Eoelt, or 
Bote, and whom he married before 1366. 

The very existence of this knight has been doubted ; and con- 
sidering the Chancers' close connection with the wine trade, it is 
much more likely she was related to Nioh A Eote, a Bordeaux 
merchant, who was a trier of wine at London in 1387 (Riley's 
Memorials of London Life^ pp. 409, 490, 504). 
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IV. THE DOCUMENTS. 
1. 

1307, July 8-14. — Robert le Olmucer {Geoffrey's grandfather) and 
Mary his wife^ parties to a Fine relating to land in Edmonton. 
[Feet of Fines, London and Middlesex, Edw. I., file 38, no. 364.] ^ 

Einal Concord, made at Westminster, in the Quinzaine 2 of St. 
John Baptist, 35 Edw. I., between Eobert ie Chancer and Mary his 
wife, demandants, and Ealph le Clerk of Edelmeton, tenant, con- 
cerning ten acres of land with the appurtenances in Edelmeton. The 
former, for themselves and the heirs of Mary, remise and quitclaim to 
the latter and his heirs, for 100$. of silver. — Middlesex. 

2. 

1308, Nov. 15. — Robert le Cliancert attorney to the King^s Bistler, 

[Patent Roll, 2 Edw. II., p. 2, m, 20.] 

Boyal mandate to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, and all 
other bailiffs, etc., to attend, counsel, and aid Robert le Chaucer, 
citizen of London, as attorney of Henry de Say, the King's Butler, in 
performing those things which appertain to the office of the King's 
Butlery in the City of London and in the Port of the same City, 
whenever the said Henry cannot personally attend to them. Dated 
15 November, 

3. 

1310, June 24-July 6. — The King interfe7'e8 to protect Gascon 
merchants against otdrctges in the City ; Robert Gliaucer and 
other offenders being attached to appear before the Coun>ciL 
[City of London Records, Letter Book D, f . 105.] 

Entry of a Writ of King Edward addressed to Sir John de 
Crombewelle, Constable of the Tower, and to the Mayor, Sheriffs, 
and Aldermen of London, stating that he had been informed that 
"aukuns utrages et despitz" had been done in the City to his good 

^ References to this and other Chaucer Fines occur in Messrs. Hardy and 
Page's Calendar f and were noticed by Mr. Walter Rye in the Athenauvi, Nov, 
19, 1892, p. 704. 

2 The Quinzaine was one of the " return-days in the Court of Common 
Pleas, and the Fine took place in the week following. 
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people of Gascony repairing thither ; and commanding them to give 
credit to his dear clerk, Ingelard de Waxle, keeper of his Wardrobe, 
and to do what he should tell them as from the King. Dated at 
Cantorbery, 24 June, 3 Edward [IL] ^ 

On Saturday after the Kativity of St. John [27 June], Sir 
Ingelard brought this Writ, and said the King had understood 
that certain people of the City had trespassed against his people of 
Gascony, both merchants and others, dwelling in the City, and the 
King willed that the said trespass should be redressed {adresce) before 
him and his Council, and commanded that no one should mis-do or 
mis-say to them, under pain of imprisonment and forfeiture. There- 
upon he (Sir Ingelard) delivered to us the names of some of the tres- 
passers, and commanded that they should be attached by their bodies, 
so that they could be produced immediately on the King's coming, to 
do and receive what should therein be ordained ; to wit, Thomas de 
Brackele, Roger de Shirebume, skyrmisour, John de Clynton, John 
Fayti, Mcholas the valet {paHlettus) [of *{] John de SufEolk, Thomas 
de Beauflour, "James le vadlet [de] le dist Thomas," Pounz le 
Caretter, Pieres Drinkwatre, Walter le Bevere, Eobert le Chaucer, 
Beneit de Suffolk, Thomas de Suffolk, Simon Beauflour, Henry le 
Gaugeour, and Higecok Trente.^ 

And thereupon it is ordered that a common cry ^ be made in the 
City, that as the good people of Gascony, both merchants and others, 
are of our King's allegiance, the King wills that they be maintained 
in his land in all goods," etc. 

llbid., t 107.] 

Entry of a Writ to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, informing 
them that the King had taken into his protection the vintners and 
other merchants of " the Duchy aforesaid '* [Gascony in the margin]. 
Dated at Westminster, 6 July, 3 Edward II."* 

4. 

1310, Aug. 2. — Robert le Chaucer, collector of a new custom from 
French vintners, 

[Fine Roll, 4 Edw. IL, m. 20.^] 
Appointment of Elias Perr' ^ and Robert le Chaucer, jointly or 
severally, to collect in the port of London the custom of 2s, payable 

1 The marginal note states that the writ remained witli the Constable. 

2 John de Suffolk is mentioned with a John le Chaucer in 1278 in 
Letter Book B, f. 115 ; and Thomas de Brackele occurs on the next leaf. See 
Dr. Sharpens Calendar, p. 279. ^ " Proclamacio " in the margin. 

* This is followed by the entry of another writ, stating that the King had 
confirmed the liberties and immunities which Edward L had granted to the 
merchants and vintners of " the Duchy aforesaid [Gascony in the margin] ; 
dated at Northampton, 2 August, 4 Edward II. [1310.] 

5 " 17" struck out. « Or Ferrer? 
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over and above the ancient customs by the merchants vintners of 
the Duchy [of Aquitaine] in consideration of certain liberties granted 
to them by King Edward I. by charter, for every tun of wine brought 
into the realm, within forty days after landing ; and to account in 
the Exchequer by the hands of Walter de Waldeshef, the King's 
Butler, till the King command otherwise. Dated at Northampton, 
2 August 

In the margin this is called **a new custom.*' 
A schedule," annexed, contains a commission to the Butler 
relating to the same and other matters. 

5. 

1315, Oct. 29. — Mary^ widmo of Robert le diaumr^ in debt, 
[Close Roll, 9 Bdw. II., m. 21 d.] 
Mary, who was the wife of Robert le Chaucer, acknowledges that 
she owes 70?. to Nicholas de Halweford, and promises to pay that 
sura in moieties at Candlemas and Easter ; otherwise it shall be levied 
on her lands and chattels in the City of London and elsewhere. 
Dated at Clypston, 29 October. 

6. 

1319, Oct. 31. — Richard Ghaucer chosen to he one of the searchers 
of loines in the City, 

[City of London Hecords, Letter Book E, f. 94.] 

Names of the Vintners sworn before Hamo de Chiggewell, Mayor, 
and the Sheriffs, at St. Martin's in the Vintry, London, on Wednes- 
day, the Eve of All Saints, 13 Edward [II.], for making the scrutiny 
of wines well and faithfully, according to the custom of the City ; 
viz., 13 names, including — 

Eichard le Chaucer. 

7. 

1325, June 7, — Richard le Ohatmr^ witness to a deed, 

[Close Roll, 18 Edw. II., m, 5 d.] 
Deed by Stephen de Eldham, Lord of Dertford, relating to 
tenements in Basyngelane, London. The Mayor and Sheriffs of 
London, and others, including Richard le Chaucer, are witnesses. No 
date. Acknowledged in Chancery, 7 June. 

8. 

1326, Jan., to 1327, Odt— Action in the King's Bench ^ hy Richard 
le Ohaticer and Mary his tcife against Agnes Westhale, Thomas 

1 Compare Mr. Rye's version of these proceedings, quoted by Prof. Skeat in 
the»Life,"pp.xi,xii. 
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Stace^ and otlwrs, for ahdticting John^ son and hmr of Robert 
Ohaucei\ 

[Coram Rege Roll, Hilary, 19 Edw. XL, No. 263, m. 13.] 
Plbas before the King at [N'orwicli. 

London. — Agnes, who was the wife of Walter de Westhale, 
Thomas Stace, Geoffrey Stace, and Lawrence Geffreyesman Stace, 
were attached to make answer to Richard le Chaucer of London 
and Mary his wife of a plea wherefore — the wardship of the 
land and heir of Robert le Chaucer appertaining to Richard and 
Mary till the heir*s lawful age, for that Robert held his land in 
socage and Mary is next [of kin] to his heir, and they having 
been in seisin of such wardship — ^the Defendants forcibly abducted 
John, son and heir of the said Robert, being under age, from 
their custody, at London, and married him against the will of 
Plaintiffs and of the same heir, to their grievous damage. Robert 
held one messuage with the appurtenances in Ipswich, and Mary 
is mother of the heir and was formerly wife of Robert. Plaintiffs 
were in seisin of the wardship for one year, and the heir is under 
age, to Wit, under fourteen years, and was in their custody at London, 
in the Ward of Cordwanerstrete. The abduction took place on 
Monday next before St. JSTicholas, 18 Edw. II. [3 Dec, 1324], and 
the heir was married to Joan, daughter of Walter de Esthalle 
[Westhale 1]. Plaintiffs claim 300Z. damages. 

Defendants say that action ought not to lie, because, according to 
the custom of the borough of Ipswich from time immemorial, every 
heir under age shall be in the nurture {nutritura) of the next of his 
blood to whom the inheritance cannot descend, until the heir shall 
complete tlie age of twelve years, and shall know how to reckon and 
measure ; and that the heir completed that age and was sui juris 
before the suing of the writ, and therefore ought not to be in any- 
one's wardship. 

Plaintiffs rejoin that as Defendants do not deny that the ward- 
ship should appertain to Mary as next [of kin], and as the action is 
personal and belongs to no other than to her as the mother, etc., 
therefore they pray judgment. 

The matter was adjourned till Easter term, and then till Trinity 
term, when, after a general denial by Defendants, who appeared by 
John de Sudbury, their attorney, issue was joined and there was a 
further adjournment till Michaelmas, and then to the morrow of All 
Souls, when the Justices were absent. Afterwards the present 
[late?] King " de regimine regni se demisit,*' and at Plaintiffs' suit a 
precept was made to the Sheriffs for Defendants' appearance before 
King Edward III. in Easter term in his first year, and for summoning 
a jury of 24 men; but Defendants did not appear, and the 
Sheriffs returned that they had not been found in the bailiwick [i. e. 
in London], etc. The Sheriffs also returned that they could not 
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bring a jury of 24 before the King, because Edward III. had newly 
granted by charter to the Citizens of London that all inquisitions 
concerning men of that City should be taken at St. Martin's le 
Grand, except in Iters at the Tower of London and for delivery of 
the Gaol of Newgate. And thereupon William de Burgh, attorney 
of the Mayor and Commonalty, prayed that the jury be adjourned 
to St. Martin's le Grand. The matter was adjourned till 
Trinity term for production of the said charter. Plaintiffs then 
appeared by John de Ledenham, their attorney, and Defendants did 
not appear ; and the Mayor and Commonalty produced the said 
charter, dated 6 March, 1 Edw. III., and prayed that the jury might 
be taken at St, Martin's le Grand. The Justices also received a writ 
for allowance of the City's charters during all the King's reign.^ 
Thereupon the Sheriff was ordered to summon 24 men before the 
King in the Quinzaine of St. Michael, unless in the meanwhile the 
Justices should come to St. Martin's le Grand. Afterwards Plain- 
tiffs appeared before one of the Justices and two Aldermen ^ at St. 
Martin's le Grand, William de Burgh being attorney of the said 
Mary, and Defendants did not appear ; and because in Easter term 
last, in the King's Court at York, it was considered that the said jury 
should be taken by default of Defendants, it is proceeded to take the 
jury. The jurors say that Defendants by night forcibly abducted the 
said John, son and heir of Robert, being under age and in Plaintiffs' 
wardship, at London, in the Ward aforesaid, but that Defendants did 
not marry the heir ; and they assess the damages at 250Z. Judgment 
was deferred iill Michaelmas, when Plaintiffs appeared before the 
King at York, John de Ledenham being Mary's attorney, and judg- 
ment is given that Plaintiffs do recover their said damages^ and that 
Defendants be taken. 

9. 

1328, Oct. 13. — Property of Richard le G/iaucer and Mary his wife, 
and TilomaSi her son. 

[HuBting Roll, 56, Na 155.] 
Will of Thomas de Evenefeld, pepperer. He bequeaths to 
Andrew Aubree his leasehold interest in a tenement held under 
Richard le Chaucer and Mary his wife and Thomas, her son, near 
Sopereslane, in the parish of St. Antonin. Dated at London, 
Saturday next after the feast of St. Edward the King, 1328. 

10. 

1328. — Greoffrey Stace appeals to the King and Council against tlie 
Judgment in favour of Richard and Mary Chauce7\ 
[Ancient Petitions, No. 8432. Parliament Rolls, II. 14; Petitions, 
2 Edw. III., No. 6.] 

1 The passage implies that a fresh writ was reqtuisite at the beginning of 
each reign, « See their names in Biley'a Liher Albm^ p. 437. 
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Petition of Geoffrey Stace to the King and his Council, that 
whereas heretofore a writ for abduction of a ward was ordained by 
Statute only in respect of wardship appertaining to a lord, Eichard 
le Chaucier,^ of London, and Mary his wife, in the time of the late 
King Edward, brought such a writ against Anneise, who was the wife 
of Walter de Westhale, him the said GeofFrey, and others, in the 
King's Bench, concerning John, son and heir of Eobert de Chancier, 
under age and in their wardship, etc. The damages were taxed at 
250^., although the tenements of the heir were worth no more than 
20s. a year. He prays the King and Council that the record of the 
plea may be brought into Parliament; and as the heir is with the 
Plaintiffs, and unmarried, that some remedy may be provided in 
respect of the damages, by attaint^ or in some other manner. {In 
French,) 

** Answer. — Let this petition be delivered to Sir Geoffrey le Scrop, 
to bring the record and process before the Council." {In Latin.) ^ 

11. 

1329, Oct. — Geoffrey Stace' 8 appeal is dismissed^ and he himself 
imprisoned. 

[City of London Records, Liber Albus, pp. 437—444. Riley's edition.] 
Further proceedings relative to the action by Richard le Chaucer 
of London and Mary his wife against Geoffrey Stace and others. 
Stace alleged that the jury who tried the action at St. Martin's le 
Grand had made a false oath. A precept, dated 28 Oct., 2 Edw. III. 
[1328], was thereupon sent to the Sheriffs to summon the jurors 
before the King, but the Sheriffs returned that no " attaint " ought 
to be taken for anything happening within the City, The parties 
appeared in the King's Court several times, in Easter, Trinity, and 
Michaelmas terms following, and the King's Attorney argued that 
the attaint ought to be tried ; but the Justices required Stace to show 
cause why they should not obey the King's writ for allowance of the 
City's liberties, and as he could not prove that any attaint was 
ever taken in the City upon a jury of the City, judgment was given 
that the attaint be altogether annulled. Moreover, as Stace had been 
convicted of the trespass against the King's peace charged against him 
by the Plaintiffs, he was committed to the Marshal. 

12, 

1336, ]^ov. Inquest concerning tJie death of Simon Chaucer, 
brother* of Richard, 

[City of London Records, Coroner's Roll, F, No. 4.] 



1 Chancier, in the printed edition of the Parliament Rolls. 

2 This petition is undated. 
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CORDBWANBRSTBETE. 

On Tuesday after Si Martin, 10 Edward III. [12 November], the 
Coroner and Sheriffs were informed that one Simon Chancer lay 
dead of another death than his own in the rent {redd^) of Eichard 
Chaucer, his brother, in the parish of St. Mary of Aldermarichirche, 
in the ward of Cordewanerstrete ; whereupon they repaired thither ; 
and having assembled the worthy men of the same ward and of the 
three nearest wards, they diligently inquired how this happened, by 
the oath of 26 Jurors (named). 

The Jurors say that Simon Chaucer and one Robert de Upton, 
skinner, on Monday before St, Luke the Evangelist last [14 October], 
after dinner, quarrelled with one another in the high street opposite 
to the shop of the said Robert, in the said parish, by reason of 
rancour previously had between them, whereupon Simon wounded 
Robert on the upper lip ; which John de Upton, son of Robert, 
perceiving, he took up a **dorbarre," without the consent of his 
father, and struck Simon on the left hand and side, and on the head, 
and then fled into the church of St. Mary of Aldermarichirche ; and 
in the night following he secretly escaped from the same. He had 
no chattels. Simon lived, languishing, till the said Tuesday, when 
he died of the blows, early in the morning. The body was seen, 
and the blows appeared. Robert was taken on suspicion to the house 
of one of the Sheriffs. The Sheriffs are ordered to attach the said 
John when he can be found in their bailiwick, and the four nearest 
neighbours. 

Four neighbours attached : — ^William de Thorneye, Richard 
Chaucer (by Richard de Syppenham and Hugh le Blound), Richard 
de Welford; William de Derby. 

13. 

1338, June 12. — John Cliaueer^ going airoad in the King*s service. 
[Almain Boll, 12 Edw. HI., p. 1, m, 8. Bymer's FosAem^ v. 51, 

or ii. pt. iv. 23.] 

* Royal letters of protection for John Chaucer, who is about to go 
with the King in the King's service and by his command to parts 
beyond the sea ; to endure till Christmas next. Dated at Walton, 
12 June. 

There are similar protections to many other persons, some going 
with the King, some with Queen Philippa, some with Henry of 
Lancaster, Earl of Derby, etc. 

14. 

1339, April 30, May 23, and June 7. — Conveyance and release by 
Thomas Heroun to Richard Chaucer of a tenement in London ; 
with a release by Joan de Bercote, 

[Rusting Roll, 66, No. 41.] 
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Deed by Thomas Heroun, citizen and vintner of London, granting 
to Richard Chaucer, also citizen and vintner, a tenement with cellars, 
solars, etc., in the parish of St. Michael of Paternostercherche, in the 
Ward of Vintry; abutting on Kyronlane, the royal street called 
la Eiole, ete. ; which tenement he had of the gift of John de Amyens, 
citizen and saddler {cellarius) of London, and Joan his wife. John 
Chaucer is one of the witnesses. Dated at London, Friday before 
St. Philip and James, 13 Edward ni.^ 

llbid,, Ko. 42.] 

Deed of release by the same to the same, of the same tenement. 
John Chaucer, witness. Dated at London, Sunday, feast of Holy 
Trinity, 13 Edward IIL 

\_Ibid., No. 88.] 

Deed of Joan, widow of Stephen de Bercote, releasing to Richard 
Chaucer, citizen and vintner, all her right of dower in the tenement 
which he acquired from Thomas Heyron, as above. Dated at 
London, Wednesday, Translation of St Thomas the Martyr, 
13 Edward IIL 

15. 

1340, March 1, — Assessment of Ricliard Cluiueer to a loan by the 
City of London to the King, 

[City of London Records, Letter Book F, ff. 32&— 34.] 

Memorandum, that on Ash Wednesday, 14 Edward IIL, Sir 
Edward de Askeby, the King's clerk, came to the GuildhaU, and 
announced on the King's behalf to Andrew Aubri, Mayor, that he 
and all the Aldermen, with the more discreet and wealthy men of the 
City, were to be before the King and his Council at Westminster, on 
Thursday following, for certain arduous matters touching the estate of 
the King and the Avhole kingdom. They then appeared before the 
King, who by word of mouth made mention of the charges laid ont 
and to be laid out by him in his war in parts beyond the sea ; and 
he requested them to lend him 20,000?. sterling for a certain term. 
They prayed leave to speak thereof [among themselves], and an 
adjournment was granted till Friday, when they offered 5,000 marks, 
which offer was reported by the Earls of Warwick and Huntingdon 
and others to the King, who refused it, and commanded them on 
their faith and allegiance to take better counsel, and to have the 
names of all the more wealthy men of the City before him on Sunday 
following, in order that he and his Council might assess them at the 
said sum of 20,000^. On Sunday, a little after sunrise, the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and " an immense Commonalty " assembled in the 
Guildhall, when, to avoid the King's indignation and other perils, 



* See Forewordsy p. 13-t. 
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they agreed, although it was hard and difficult, to grant 5,000Z,, 
provided the King would find sufficient security for repayment. 
Sir John Palteney, the Mayor, and Roger de Dephara went to the 
King, and informed him of this grant, which he accepted, and 
amiably commended his citizens. On the same day twelve men were 
elected and sworn to assess the said sum without favour or malice. 
Their assessment is set out, and includes — 

Andrew Aubry, Mayor lOOZ. 

Eichard Chaucer lOL 

In all, 232 names. 

16. 

1341, Deo. 20. — RicJiard Chaucer, witness to a deed, 
[Ancient Deeds, B. 1977, 1976; enrolled on the Husting Roll, 69, Kos. 2, 3.] 
Deed by John de Ichynton, of the county of Warwick, and Alice 
his wife, daughter of Henry de Coteford, of Leuesham, smith, 
formerly maid (ancilla) of John de Kent, called Sackere, late citizen 
of London, granting to Andrew Aubrey, citizen and pepperer of 
London, the reversion of a shop with solar in the parish of All Saints 
of Bredstrete, London, etc. Richard Chaucer, one of the witnesses. 
Dated Thursday, the eve of St. Thomas the Apostle, 15 Edw. IIL 
Also, a deed of release of the same, on the following day. 
Eichard Chaucer, witness. Ttoo seals to each deed, 

17. 

1342, Aug. 1. — John GJiaucer^ of London^ vintner, 

[(Mty of London Records, Letter Book F, f. 63. Riley's MemoriaU^ 
pp. 213, 214.] 

Ordinance by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of London, 
made on Thursday,^ the feast of St. Peter in Chains, 16 Edw. 
Ill, , against the sale of bad wine in taverns, and ordering that one 
of any company frequenting a tavern should be allowed to visit the 
cellar, in order to see that the measures or vessels into which the 
wines are to be poured are empty and clean, and from what butt or 
pipe the wines are drawn. Among fifteen vintners present, and con- 
senting, were John Chaucer and John de Stodeye. 

18. 

1344, Feb. 28, and March 1. — Conveyance and release to Richard 
Gfiaiicer of a tenement over London Bridge. 

[Husting Roll, 71, No. 20.] 
Deed by John Fort, granting to Eichard Chaucer, citizen and 
vintner of London, a tenement in the corner next London Bridge, at 
a place called the Barres, in the parish of St. Olave of Suthewerk, 
1 Not Monday, as in Riley. 
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which the donor had of the gift of his mother Agnes, widow: of 
William Fort, of Westwyghtring.i The abuttals are set out. Dated 
at London, Saturday after St. Matthias, 18 Edward III.^ 

llbid., No. 21.] 

Deed of release by the same to the same, of the same tenement. 
Dated at London, Monday after St. Matthias, 18 Edward III. 

19. 

1344, July 23. — Richard le Chaucer^ appointed executor to John de 
Grantham. 

[Hasting Roll, 72, No. 3.] 
"Will of John de Grantham, citizen and pepperer of London. 
He leaves six marks of yearly rent for the support of a chaplain to 
celebrate for ever in the chapel which he had erected next the south 
side of the church of St. Antonin, in honour of St. Anne and other 
saints, for the souls of himself and certain relatives. He mentions 
Sir John de Hitchen, then rector of the said church. He appoints 
William de Grantham, his brother, William de Thorneye, John de 
Gunwardeby, his valet, and Richard le Chaucer, citizen and vintner, 
to be his executors. Dated at London, Friday after the feast of St, 
Mary Magdalen, 1344, 18 Edward IIL» 

20. 

1345, Sept. 8. — Richard Oltaucer, witness to a deed, 
[City of London Eecords, Letter Book F, f. IIOJ.*] 
Indenture between Edmund, son of Margery de Stebbenheth, 
and Thomas Bonde, citizen, touching a tenement in the parish of St. 
Mary of Aldermariecherche, abutting on a shop of Richard Chaucer 
and on Watlyngstrete. Andrew Aubrey, then Alderman of that 
ward. William de Thorneye, Richard Chaucer, and others, witnesses. 
Dated at London, Thursday, Kativity of B. V. Mary, 19 Edward IIL 

21. 

13iQ,-^Assemnent of Richard Chaucer to a gift and a loan to 
the King. 

[City of London Records, Letter Book F, flf. 121—123.] 
Names of men chosen by the Wards of London to assess all 
having goods and chattels to the value of lOZ. and upwards, for the 
payment of 3,000 marks, whereof the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty gave to the King 1,000, and lent him 2,000, viz. in the 

* West Wittering, Sussex. 2 ggg Forewords, p. 134. 

3 This will is of unusual length, * Not 111, as in Riley's Memorials. 
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time of Richard Lacer, Mayor, 20 Edward III. Among many 
others — 

Eichard Chaucer 6hl marfc. 

llbid., ff. 124, 125.] 
Receipts of the aforesaid 3,000?. Among others— 
From Richard Chaucer ... 10 marks.^ 

22. 

1348, March 6. — Release of rent dm from Eichard Chaucer's house. 

[Husting Roll, 75, No. 33.] 
Deed by John Box, son of John Box of Pontefract, releasing to 
Richard Chaucer, citizen and vintner, two marks of yearly free and 
quit rent, which the releasor used to receive from Chaucer's newly 
built tenement at the corner of Kirounlane, in the parish of St. 
Michael of Paternostercherche. William. Heyroun is one of the 
witnesses. Dated at London, 6 March, 22 Edward IIL 

23. 

1349, April 7. — Will of Thomas Hayron, appointing John Chaucer, 
his [half']brother, to be his executor, 

[Husting Roll, 76, No. 169. Nicolas's Life, note A.] 
On Monday after Sts. Philip and James, 23 Edward III., " John,^ 
brother of Thomas Hayron, and executor of the testament of the same 
Thomas," came, and caused the said testament to be proved, by 
William Hayron, vintner, and Robert de Sudbery, skinner, witnesses, 
sworn. The will describes Thomas himself as " citizen and vintner." 
He bequeaths all his tenements in the City of London to be sold 
per man us Johawms^ Chaucer, fra^ris mei." Dated at London, 
7 April, 1349, 23 Edward III. 

24. 

1349, April 12. — Richard Cliaticer's Willj mentioning Mary^his late 
wife, and Thomas Heyroun, her son, 

[Husting Roll, 77, No, 59. Nicolas, note A.] 
Will of Eichard Chaucer, citizen and vintner of London. He is 
to be buried in the church of St. Mary of Aldermariechirche. He 
bequeaths to the parishioners and the parson of the said church all 
his tenement with tavern {tdberna) in the street called la Riole, upon 
the corner of Kyrounlane, in order that they may present and find a 
fit chaplain to celebrate a mass of requiem daily for the souls of him- 
self, Mary, formerly his wife, and of Thomas Heyroun, her son, in 
the said church, at the altar of St. Mary and St. Anne, next the 
tomb of the said Mary. The chaplain is to receive six marks " yearly 

^ John Stodeye paid iOs, ^ The surname, Ohaucer, is omitted here, 
3 " le " struck out. 
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for ever," and to be present in the said church at all the canonical 
hours. The said parishioners and parson are also to pay yearly to the 
parishioners and the parson of the church of St. Michael of Pater- 
nosterchirche 40a., for the support of one fit chaplain to celebrate 
divine offices in that church. He bequeaths to the latter parishioners 
and parson a tenemeiit over London Bridge, next "les Stouples," 
upon the comep towards Southwark, so that they may i [out of the 
said tenement and out of] the said 40^. present and find a fit chaplain 
to celebrate daily for the souls abovesaid in St. Michael's church in 
the manner aforesaid, he to receive six marks yearly. The residue of 
the profits of the said tenements is to be employed, on the fabrics of 
the said churches. Executors, Henry atte Strete and Eichard de 
Mallyng. Dated at London, on the day of the feast of Easter, 1349, 
23 Edward 111.2 

Proved by Simon Chaumberleyn and Eichard de Litlebuiy, on 
Monday, feast of St. Margaret the Virgin [July 20], in the same 
year, 

25. 

1349, May 13. — John Chaucer sells a tenement late of Thomas 
Hayron. 

[Hosting Roll, 76, No. 190.] 

Deed by John Chaucer, brother and executor of Thomas Hayron, 
citizen and vintner, selling and granting to William de Thorneye, citizen 
and pepperer, all that shop which the said Thomas had in the parish 
of St. Antonin, abutting on Wattlingstret on the north, Andrew 
Aubrey was then Alderman of " that ward." William Hayron and 
others, witnesses. Dated at London, Wednesday after St. John ante 
Portam LcUinam, 23 Edward IIL 

26. 

1349, June 20. — John Chaucer mentioned, 

[Husting Koll, 77, No. 141.] 
Will of William de Thorneye, citizen and pepperer. It refers to 
a shop acquired by him from John Chaucer, brother and executor of 
Thomas Heyroun, late vintner, in the parish of St. Antonin.^ Dated 
at London, 20 June^ 1349, 23 Edwaxd IIL 

27. 

1349, June 30, and July 13. — Conveyance and release by John 
Chaucer of a tenement late of Thomas Heyroun. 

[Husting Roll, 77, No. 89.] 
Deed by "Johawwes Chaucer, ciuis et vinetariws Londom'^, 
executor tes^amenti Thome Hayroun, fra^ris mei, quonda?n cinis et 

1 Some words are emitted here in the roll. 

2 Discovered by Dr. £\iniivall ; see AtliencBum^ Dec. 13, 1873, p. 772 ; 
Foreword*, 134. 3 « Antonij " la the Koll. 
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vinetarij London/e," granting to Andrew Aubrey, pepperer, a tenement 
in the parish of St. Mary of Aldermarichirche, which the said Thomas 
bequeathed to be sold. Aubrey was then Alderman of that Ward. 
Dated at London, Tuesday, the morrow of Sts. Peter and Paul, 
23 Edward III. 

llbld,, No. 90.] 

Deed of release by the same to the same, of the same tenement. 
Dated at London, Monday after the Translation of St. Thomas the 
Martyr, 23 Edward IIL^ 

28. 

1349, Oct. 3. — John Chaucer mentimed, 
[Husting Roll, 86, No. 143.] 

Will of Andrew Aubrey, pepperer. He bequeaths tenements in 
the parishes of St. Mary de Aldermariecherche and St. Thomas the 
Apostle, and certain others which he had by sale and grant of John 
Chaucer, brother and executor of Thomas Heyroun, late vintner, in 
the said parish of St. Mary. He refers to the chapel which he had 
recently built, adjoining the church of St. Antonin. Dated at 
London, 3 October, 23 Edw. III. 

29. 

1349, Nov. 11, — Relecm to John Chaucer of property late o/Hamo 
de Copton* 

[Husting Roll, 77, No, 246.] 

Deed of release by Nigel de Hakeneye, son and heir of Eichard 
de Hakeneye, formerly Alderman of London, to John Chaucer, citizen 
and vintner, of tenements and free rents in London and Middlesex, 
formerly of Hamo de Copton. Dated at London, 11 November, 23 
Edward III. 

30. 

1352, Sept 14. — John Chaucer^ witness to a deed, 
[City of London Records, Letter Book F, f. 216.] 

Deed by Nicholas Bulietti of Florence, citizen of London, and 
Elizabeth his wife, granting to Henry Picard, citizen and vintner, 
20 marks sterling of yearly free and quit rent out of all their 
tenements in the parish of St. Stephen of Walbroke, for the term of 
eight years. Witnesses : John de Stoday and others, including John 
Chauncer. Dated at London, Friday, Exaltation of Holy Cross, 
26 Edward IIL 

1 On 16 July, 1349, " John ChauBey" received a "gift" of 6ir. 8^. from 
Queen Philippa, for bringing to her at Devizes a black palfrey, from the Bishop 
of Salisbury [Robert Wy villi. —Exchequer T. B. Miscellaneous Books, No. 
205, p. 13. 
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31. 

1354, April S^—rConvei/ance by John Chaucer and Agnes his wife of 
a hretaliovse, shops, etc, in Alctgate. 

[Ancient Deeds, A. 1603 ; enrolled on the Husting Roll, 82, No. 71.^] 

Deed by John Chaucer, citizen and vintner of London, and 
Agnes his wife, granting to Simon de Plaghe, physician (medico), 
citizen of London, and Joan his wife, all that brewing tenement, with 
houses, buildings, and garden adjacent, and two shops and solars, in 
Algatestrete, London, in the parish of St Botulph, between the 
tenements of Cristin Stowe and Alexander Mareschal on the east and 
west ; one head extending to la Ny we Abbeye, towards the south, and 
the other head to the King's highway, towards the north ; which 
tenement was formerly of Hamo de Copton, uncle of Agnes, and 
descended to Agnes by hereditary right Thomas de Oaxtou, one 
of the witnesses. Dated Thursday, 3 April, 1354. 

Two seals of arms (indistinct). One has the legend, Sigillum 
Johannis Chaucer, the arms appearing to be Ermine, on a chief 
three birds' heads^ issuant, as in Nos. 38 and 41. The other seal (of 
Agnes) has no legend, the arms being a chevron, as in No 41. 

Endorsed : — Enrolled in the Husting of Loudon, (Many of the 
other Chaucer deeds have similar endorsements.) 

32. 

1357, Jan. 12. — Bef&rence to the hrewhoiise outside Aldgate, forimrly 
heLo^iging to John Chaucer, 
[Ancient Deeds, A. 1602 ; enrolled in the Husting Boll, 84, No. 126.] 
Deed by Simon de Plaghe, physician (inedicus) and citizen of 
London, and Joan his wife, granting to William le Fourner, citizen 
and butcher of the said city, in fee, all that brewing tenement, etc., 
which they lately had of the gift of John Chaucer, citizen and vintner 
of London, and Agnes his wife, in the parish of St. Botulph without 
Algate. Thomas de Caxton and others, witnesses. Dated at 
London, 12 January, 30 Edward IIL 

33. 

1357, April to Dec. — Paymmts to and for Geoffrey Ohatbce^*, then 
in the Household of the Duchess of Clarence. 

[Addit. MS. 18,632; ff. 2, 101, fly-leaves.^] 
Fragments of the Household Accounts of Elizabeth, Countess of 
Ulster, wife of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, third son of King Edward 
IIL, 1356-9. (There is no title, and this description is derived from 
internal evidence.) 

1 See Atlieiumim, Dec. 13, 1873, p. 772. 

2 This MS. -contains Lydgate's Siege of TIiehe$, and Hoccleve's De 
Meffimine PHfieipwii, A full copy of these fly-leaves is printed in Life 
Uncords of Chaucer, III., 105—113, in a paper by Dr. E. A. Bond. 
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f. 2h, — [De Gabdeboba.] 

Pro fac/ura garmYwra Vhilipp^ Tajietane, ex 'precepto Dowme, 
aptid Redm/, xxiiij. die JuK/, a??«o xxx'' — viij s. * * * 

'Pro factum j tun^ce ThUippe Pane^ar^e, Londome, contra dictum 
iestum [Sancti Georgij, mense A^riiis, anno predzc^o — xxxj''] per 

dictum K[obertum] Pynel — ij. s. vj. d ^ Qsclfrido 

Chaucer, Jjondoniey xx° die Maij, mno ^pj-edicto — ij. s. * * * 

'Pro faci^ura j. corsettt pro Philipps, Tanetaria, et pro opere peltne 

^ rur' dz'c^e Tliilippe, de pvecepto Domme, apewi Wynde8or\ 

xxj* die Api'iliSf mno predzc^o — ij. s. 

f. 101&.— [Dona.] 

Cnidam Paltokmakere Londome p?'o j. paltok' [ab eo empto et] * 
liberate? Goiirido Chaucer, de comimili dono Dominc, ibidem^ eiisdem 
die et mno [Londonze, iiij° die ApriliSj mno predic^o — xxxj" ?] — iiij. s. 

Pro j. pari ^ nigr' et rub', et j. pari sotulor««m, emptis 

Jjondonie et liheratis eidem Gaifrido, de con&imili dono Dojnine, 
i\ndem [eiisdem die et anno ^ — iij. s. * * * 

Cxadam gaxciord venient^ cum Fhili^^ Tmetaria de PuUesdon' 
vsque Haitfe^' de [consimili dono Domine ibidem, eiisdem die et 
a?iwo [Londonie, xx. die Decembr^, anno xxxj ?] — xij. d. Qvifrido 
Chaucer, de comimili dono Dowme, [pro necessariis contra festu]m 
Naiimtatis ibidem^ eiisde?» die et mno — ij s. vj d. * * * 

34. 

1359, Kov. 3, to 1360, Nov. 7.— Account of William de Farle, 
Keeper of the Wardrobe of the King's Hoitseholdy containing 
the entry of Edward IIUs coitirihution towards the ruTisom of 
Ohaticer after he was taken prisoner by the French. 

[Exchequer Q. R, Wardrobe and Household Accounts, ^ 
Fable. 

Liber de particwlis Compof* Wille?mi de Farle, Custod/s 
Gardero^e Hospici}' "Regis, de ReceptiJ?, liberac/om&w5, et expensis 
factis in eadem Gardero&a a tercio die Nouembris anno xxxiij*" 
VBqtie vij""* diem H'ouembr^s anno xxxiiij*°. 

Hunc librum continentem Cxxvj folia liberauit hie Wille?wus 
de Farle, Gustos Garderobe Domini xij^ die Maij anno xxxv*** 
Eegis "Edwardi tej-cij post conquestum, per manus suas proprias. 

1 Cutoff, 

2 A parchment book consisting of one hundred and twenty-six leaves bound 
iu parchment. A third part of the book is occupied with the account of the 
daily expenses of the Household ; the remaining portion contains the * Memo^ 
iine,* ^ Dona^^ ^Vadia Guerre'' (including very numerous items), ^Vadia 
Paei8,^ * IVecessariay^ and ^ Prestita.^ This book was delivered into the 
Exchequer by William de Farle ou the 12th of May, 1361.— W. D. S. 

LIFE-RECORDS, IV. H 
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[f. 69.] — Dona. 

Dommo Andree LuterelP, existent* apvxd Calesmm eundo versus 
partes Fmncie, in recompensacz'owem vnius equi sui moiiui, de dono 
Eegi5, iij^ die Nouembri^ anno xxxiij*^, vj 11. xiij s. iiij d. * * » 
'Rimrdo St^ry, scutz/ero Eeg^i-, capto pe?* inimicos Fmncie, in 
slIbsidm??^ redempczojiis sue, de consimili dono Eegis, 1 li. Georgia, 
valetto Comitisse Vltonie, consimiUter capto p(3i' inimico^ Fmncie, 
in subsidium ledemipcionis sue, de consimili dono Eegis, x li. 
l^icholao Fauconer, consimiliter capto per inimicos Francie, in. 
subsidium Tedempc^o«is sue, de comimili dono Eeg^'s, x li. WilleZwo 
Verder, valletto Domine Eegine, consi7«ilit^ capto per inimicos, in 
Bubsidium redempc^o»^s sue, de consimili dono Eegis, x li. Johanwi 
Parker, valletto I)ominQ Isabelle, conBimiliter capto per inimicos, in 
mhsidluin redempc^oTiis sue, de conBimiU dono BjQgiSf ix li. xij s. 
Eoberto Sadler, valletto sellato Hospice; Eegis, in subsidiuw expen- 
sarum swoxmyi in partibws Francie, de consimili dono Eegis, xxiiij s. 
Johaniii lN"oble, capto per in^m^cos Francie, in subsidium redemp- 
cfoms sue, deGonsim7* done Eeg*s,xls. * * * DmninoWillelmo 
de Grazintsom', Milit2« Burgund^e, in snhsidium Tedempcionis j. 
scut^/er2 sui capt^ per in/m^cos Franc^e, de Gon^imili dono Eeg^, 
xiij° die Decembri^, xx li. hc * * Johanni de York', carectano 
Eegis, et vij socm suis capti^ per inimicos, in snhsidium redemp- 
cionis sue, de Gomhnili dono Eegfe, xij li. * * * Eicardfo de 
Barton' et WilleZwo de Palle^ria, prouisor/&ys office/ Pulle^rie, capt^'s 
per immicos, in subsidium redempczont^ sue, de consvnili dono 
Eegis, tercio die 'FebvuariJ anno supradiicfo, xli. * * * Johanni 
de Chaumpeigne, Capella^o, capto per inimtcos, in subsidiuw 
redempcfo»is sue, de con&imili dono Eegis, die et anno suprad^c^is, 
viij li. * * * Franconi de Pomeire, licenci'a^o ad partes mas 
proprias, de cons^m^7^ dono Eegis, primo die Marcij anno supradicto, 
xij li. * * 

[f. 70.] 

QiBUbido Cliaticer, capto per immicos in partibzts Francie, 
in subsidium redempc2onis sue, de rnmindli dono Eegis, die et anno 
supradicjfis, xvj li. * * * Sohanni Horwode et Thome de Chestre, 
garc«om*&2*5, capt^s per immicos, in subsidium redempcmw^s sue, de 
Qon&imlU dono Eegis, lij. s. Sohanni de Massyngham et valle^tis 
sub ip^o carpentarm reparantt6?(s pontem de Brenon', de comimili 
dono Eegis, iiij li. Dommo Johanni de Beurle, in subsidium ynim 
c?trsorij sibi emendi, fde consm*7i dono Eegis, tercio die Februar^;, 
XX li. Domino Eoberto de Clynton' pro vno equo sibi emendo, de 
comimili dono Eeg^«, tercio die Marc^' anno suprad/cto, xvj li. xiij s. 
iiij d.^ * * * OaJMdo Hakkyng' et Thome de Stanes, vallectis 
Domine Eegine, consimiliter captis per immicos, in subsic^iwrn expen- 

1 Chaucer was thus valued by his King at 13«. id, le8^.1;han Sir Kobert de 
Cl3'nton's horse,— F, J. F. 
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saimm suamm, vtriqwe eomm viij li., de Gonmnili dono Begis, 
xvjli. * * * 

[f. 70^?.] 

Eicardo Dalle, sagittano, capto per immicos in ^artihus Francie, 
in snbsidium vedempcionis sue, de conBimili dono Beg^'s eisdam die 
et anno suprad^'c^is, xl s. * * 4. 

[f. 72.] 

Oweyno de ChaHeton', scntifero, pro redempcme vnit«s Fabri de 
F/•anc^a capU* per Wallenses sub eodenx Owyno, de consimili dono 
Reg^5, xL s.^ 

1361, June 29. — Extracts from the Account of John de Neuhury^ 
Keeper of the Great Wardrobe^ gwing tlw names of the Yeomen 

of the King's Cliamher,^ 

[Exchequer L, T. R. Wardrobe Knrolled Accounts, No. 4, m, 4.] 
CoMPOTUS Johawms de Neubury, Clerici, Custodis Magne Gfarde- 
robe Eegis, * ik >i< de omnimodis Receptis, empc«onibus> et 
expensi^ p^ prefatum Johan?iem de Neubury in eadem Gardero&a 
facfts, a festo Omnium Satictomm^ anno xxxiiij*° finiente, * * * 
vsque xxix. diem Junij anno xxxv**. * * * 

lAhemcioms paiino/"W?n, pellure, specierz^m, et aliarum mvum 
Amer^arum, — Idem computat liberasse * * * Et Thome 
Cheygne et xvij sociis suis, [Hugoni Cbeigny, Henrico de Almaigne, 
Johanni de Beuerley, Thome Loueden', Reginaldo de ITeuport, 
Ricardo de Armis, Willelmo Heruy, Johanni Serle, Nicholao de 
Garderoba, Johanni Tipef, Nicholao Paiable, Willelmo de Naples, 
Rogero Grote, Thome Forcer, Johanni de London', Gerardo Hauberger, 
et Hugoni Joignur,] vallectis Camere Regis, quor?im no??^i?^a anno- 
tantm* in dzc^o rotulo de partic^^lis,^ pro robis suis infra tempus 
predic^Mm, cuiK&et videZtce^ Qomm iij vlnas [panni] color curti, eit 

1 The Ikma in the Wardrobe Accounts of 40-41 Edw. III. present a 
curious contrast to the war ones of 1360 : they are mostly rewards for presents 
of porpoises, of fresh salmon * calwar,' lampreys, loches, etc., caught in the 
Thames; of flounders and butts ; of heronceux, larks, cygnets, and other birds ; 
of fat bucks ; of a white courser called Blanchard Kyng, to the Queen ; for 
horses killed in the King's service ; to ferrymen and their families, for ferrying 
the King and his attendants over the Thames at Datchet, at Rede Wynd near 
Chertsey, at Shene, or over the Medway, etc. ; and at the end come divers 
presents of wine to abbots, monks, Alice Ferrers, etc. My native village, 
Egham, is not mentioned, but the next one of Staines is : " Alicie Cokes de 
Stanes, pr^sentati domino Regi vrmin salmonen calwar, de consimili dono 
Regis, xxvij die Marcij, xx. s."— F. J. F. 

2 The original Account of J. de Neubury (now, Q. R. Wardrobe Acots. 
apparently contains a complete list of the names of the members of the King's 
Household at this date ; Chaucer's name, however, does not appear in the 
Roll. 

^ The names are taken from the Account mentioned in the preceding note. 
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iij vlnas [panni] ladiati, ac ynam {nmxam agnelk* ; ij paniKJg et viij 
vinas colori^ cu^t^, ij panno^ et vj vlnas mdiati, et xviij fururtw 
agnelK ; per hveue Eegis datzim xxv*° die N'ouem&?75 d?c^o anno 
xxxiiij^, et litems acquieta?zae eorwwdem Yallecto7*um de recepciowe, 
sic?// contme^wr ibidem. 

36. 

1363, Feb. 9-16. — John Chaucer and Agnes his mfe,parfies to a Fine 
relating to land in Stepney and without Aldgate. 
[Feet of Fines, London and Middlesex, Bdw. III., file 69, No. 402.] * 

Final Concord, made at Westminster, in the Oct.ave of the 
Purification, 37 Edw. III., between John de Stodeye, citizen and 
vintner of London, plaintiff, and John Chauser, of London, and 
Agnes his wife, deforciants, concerning 10^ acres of land with the 
appurtenances in Stebenheth and [in] the parish of St. Mary 
Mattefelon without the bar of Algate, London. Deforciants 
acknowledged the right of plaintiff as holding of their gift, to him 
and his heirs ; and they granted for themselves and the heirs of 
Agnes that they will warrant, etc. — Middlesex. 

37. 

1363, Aug. 8. — Another reference to John Chaucer's hrewhouse out- 
side Aldgate. 

[Ancient Deeds, A. 1698 ; enrolled on the Husting Roll, 91, No. 154.] 

Deed by the executors of William le Fourner, late citizen and 
butcher of London, granting to John de !N"orton and William de 
Grendon, citizens, in fee, all that brewing tenement, etc., which he 
purchased from Simon de Plaghe, physician, and Joan his wife, in 
the parish of St. Botulph without Algate, and which was formerly of 
John Chaucer, vintner, and Agnes his wife. Thomas Caxton and 
others, witnesses. Dated 8 August, 37 Edw. III. Two seahj 
broken, 

38. 

1363, Nov. 30. — Conveyance by John Chaucer and Agnes his wife of 
the rent of a tenement without Aldgate; with their seals of arms. 
[Ancient Deeds, E. 465.2] 
Deed by John Chaucer, citizen and vintner of London, and Agnes 
his wife, granting to Nicholas Longg', citizen and butcher, those 
forty pence sterling of yearly free and quit rent which the grantors 
lately had and used to receive from all that tenement, with the houses 
built thereon and other its appurtenances, which the said Nicholas 
holds at farm by demise of the Prior and Convent of Holy Trinity 
within Algate, in the parish of St. Botulph without Algate, London \ 

1 See note to the Fine of 1307. » jjot on the Husting Roll, 
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which tenement is situate between the tenement of John de !N"orton, 
on the Avest, and another tenement of the said Nicholas, on the east : 
to hold the same rent to Longg', his heirs, and assigns for ever, and 
to receive it from any persons whomsoever to whom the tenement 
shall devolve after the completion of his term ; with power to dis- 
train therein. The Mayor and Sherififs are named, Brother Nicholas 
Algate, Prior of Holy Trinity, being Alderman of that Ward. Ten 
witnesses, including Thomas de Caxston. Dated at London, Thursday, 
the feast of St. Andrew, 37 Edw. III. 

Portions of two seals remain. The arms on John Chaucer^s seal 
ara : Ermine, on a chief three birds' heads issuant.^ Agnes' s is also 
a seal of arms, but not the same as in Kos. 31 and 41, and with 
the legend, **Sig. Willelmi" 

39. 

1365, April 4, and Sept, 12. — John Chaucer, hail for certain persons. 
[City of LondoQ Records, Pleas and Memoranda, A. 10, m. 12.] 
Pleas in the Husting, 38-39 Edward III. 

Isabel de Chepsted complains against William Dyne, taverner, 
that on 4th April, in the 39th year, he beat and wounded her, 
against the King's peace, to her damage of 40s. The said William 
acknowledges this in Court, and paid to the Commonalty, for blood 
drawn, 20*. He is mainprised by John Chaucer and William 
Shirburne. 

[IbU,, m, 17d.] 

12 Sept., in the 39th year. 

William Cornewaille, taillour, mainprised by John Chauncer and 
Philip Herlawe. 

40. 

1365, June 22-29. — John Chaucer and Agnes his trnfe, parties to a 
Fine relating to shops and gardens ivith.out Aldgate. 

[Feet of Fines, London and Middlesex, Edw. III., file 70, No. 433.] 2 . 

Final Concord, made at Westminster, in the Quinzaine of Trinity, 
39 Edw. III., between John de Stodeye, citizen and vintner of 
London, plaintiflp, and John Chaucer, of London, and Agnes his wife, 
deforciants, concerning 24 shops and two gardens with the appur- 
tenances in the parish of St. Mary Matfeloun without Aldgate, 
London, on a plea of covenant. Deforciants acknowledged the right 
of plaintiff, and rendered to him in Court, to hold to him and his 
heirs ; and they granted, etc. (as in No. 36). — Middlesex. 

^ See letter of Mr. W. D. Selby in the Acadevitj, Oct. 13, 1877, p. mi, 
on the discovery of this deed by Mr. Floyd, Other similar seals of John Chaucer 
will be found in Nos. 31 and 41. See note to the Fine of 1307. 
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41. 

1366, Jan. 16. — Cmveyance hy John Ohaucer and Agnes his wife of 
tenements outside Aldgate, 

[Ancient Deeds, A. 1471 ; enrolled on the Hasting Roll, 93, No. 164.] 

Deed by John Chaucer, citizen and vintner of London, and Agnes 
his wife, kinswoman and heir of Hamo de Copton, formerly citizen 
and moneyer of the same City, granting to William atfce Hale, citizen 
and tavemer, and Agnes his wife, in fee, 60s. of yearly and qnit rent, 
issuing from certain tenements (described) in St. Botulph without 
Aldgate, in the suburb of London, which rent descended to the said 
Agnes Chaucer after the death of the said Hamo. The Prior of 
Cricherche was then Alderman of that Ward. Several witnesses. 
Dated at London, 16 January, 39 Edward IIL 

Two seals of the grantors, similar to tiiose affixed to their deed of 
3 April, 1354, STo. 31, but the impressions are bad.^ 

42. 

1366, Sept, 12. — Philippa Chaucer^ as domicella" of the QueefrCs 
Chamber^ is granted an annuity o/ 10 marhs for life. 

[Patent Roll, 40 Edw. III., p. 2, m. 30.] 
Pro Ph^7^j[?^a\ Eea;, Omnihus ad quos etc., salwtem. Sciatis, qwod 
Chaucer. J de gm^jm nostra spec^ali et p?'o bono seruicio, quod 
dileci^a wohis TYiilippB, Chaucer, vna domicellant??^ 
Camere 'Philippe^ Eegine Angh'e, Consortis no^^re carissime, eidem 
Gonsorti riostve impendit, et inipendet in futurwm, concessimi^s eidem 
Thilippe decern marcas, percipiendas singulis annis ad Scaccan*«*m 
nostvum, ad tmninos Sancti MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porczones, 
ad totam vitam ipsius "Philippe, vel quousq2ie pro statu suo aliter 
duxenmtw ordinandwrn. In cuius eto. Teste Rege, apud Haueryng, 
xij. die Septenibris. 

Per hveue de priuato sigillo, 

43. 

1367, Jan. 31. — Account of the Keeper of the Wardrobe of the 
Hottsehbld^^ showijig the names of the Esquires (^) who received 
payment /or their Summer Robes in the ^Q*^ year of the King*s 
reign? 

[Exchequer Q. R. Wardrobe and Household Accounts, 

1 Forewords^ p. 135, and Athenaum^ Dec. 13, 1873, p. 772, where the date 
is given as " 1369." 

2 A book of 68 leaves, without any title. The daily expenses of the House- 
hold extend from 1 Feb. 1366 to 31 Jan. 1367. Chaiicer^s name is not in 
here, where it would be expected to be. I went over the list twice, — F. J. F. 

3 See the names in the Wardrobe Account, under date Xmas 13G8. 
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Fboda et Eobb. 

Thome de Bello Campo, Petro de Breux, Eicanio de Pembrugg', 
Alano de BuxhuU*, milit*2>2*5 Ke^is, Hog^ro la Warde, Custodi 
Domini Thome, filij Eegris, [e^] SoYianni de la Lee, Senescallo Hospic*/, 
cuih'&et eorum pro robis suis esivialibm anni quadragesimi, liij. s. 
iiij. d. ; et pro feodis suis a primo die Febrw^ry anno quadragesimo 
vsqwe vltimum diem January anno quadragesimo primo, pro vno 
anno integro, cuilifeet eorum vj.li. xiij. s. iiij. d. — Ivj. li. . . , 

WilleZmo de Dyghton', Wille?9?*o 

de Tyryngton' 

Kic)h.anni Herlyng', Thome Cheyne, Hugow?* Wake, Georgzo Felbrugg', 
Petro de Cornub/a, Gilberto Talbot, Waltero Walssh', Thome Spygwr- 
neir, Elmino Leget, Galfr«Zo Steucle, Johawni de Beuerle, Hugow/ 
Cheyne, Stephawo Asshwy, ^ohanvi Beauchamp*, Eobe?'to de Corby, 
Coliardo Daprichecourt, Johanni Komesey, » , , et Johanni Olney, 
cuiliiet eorww pro robzW mis estiua?/6tts auni present^'s, xx. s. — 
Ixiiij. li. 

'\ 44. 

1367, May 6. — Agnes, loidoiv of John CJiatieer, remarries, and 
^ecoines party to a deed. 

[Ancient Deeds, E. 464 ; eurolled on the Hasting Roll, 95, No. 80.] 

Deed by Bartholomew atte Chapel, citizen and vintner of London, 
and Agnes his wife, formerly wife of John Chancier, late citizen and 
vintner of the said city, releasing to !N"i(Aolas Longe, citizen and 
butcher of London, all right of dower in those forty pence of yearly 
free and quit rent out of a tenement in St. Botulph*s without Algate, 
etc., as in the deed of 37 Edw. III. Brother ISTicholas Algate is 
described as Alderman of that Ward. I^ine witnesses, including 
Thomas de Caxton. Dated at London, 6 May, 41 Edward III. 
Seals lost^ 

45. 

1367, May 12. — Agnes^ widoto of John Ohaucer, as above. 

[Husting Roll, 95, No. 81.] 

Deed by the said Bartholomew and Agnes, releasing to William 
TJnderwode, citizen and butcher, all right in that messuage with 
curtilage adjacent which the said William and Juliana, late his wife, 
had of the gift of John Chaucer, citizen and vintner, and the said 
Agnes, late his wife, in Algate " stret," in the parish of St. Botolph 
without Algate, situate between tenements of the Prior and Convent 
of Holy Trinity, London, on the east and west. Dated at London, 
12 May, 41 Edward IIL 

' See Academy J Oct. 13, 1877, p. 365, as before. 
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46. 

1367, June 2. — Philippa Cfiaucer receives the first half-yearly 
payment of her annuity. 
[Issue Roll of the Exchequer, Pells, Easter, 41 Edw. III., m. 12.] 
§ Die Mercuny, secz^ndo die Junij. 
'PhiUpp^L \ 'PliiUppe Chaucer, vni domicellamm Thilippe^ Jiegim 
Chaucer. / AngUe, cui Domimis Eej5 x marcas annwas ad Scacca.rium 
percipiendas, pro bono seruicio pe?" ipsam eidem Ee^i'ne 
impenso, quousqwe aliter pro statu suo fue>it prouisuw, per Hferas suas 
i^^tentes nuper concessit : In denarus sihi liheratis, in ipersolucionem v 
msLTcai'um sibi liberandarmn de huiusinodi certo suo, Yidelicet, de 
temino Pasche proximo ^reiertto^ per hxeiie sxiwn de liberate, inter 
manda^a de hoc te^7^iwo . » . ... ... ... Ixvj s. viij d.^ 

47. 

1367, June 20. — The King grants an annuity of 20 marica to 

Geoffrey Cliaucer, his beloved Yemnan, 
[Patent Roll, 41 Edw. III., j). 1, m. 13. Rymer, vi. 667. Godwin's Z^/e, App. Y.] 
Pro Q2MxidO\ Kea?, Omnihus ad quos etc., sal?^tem. Sciatis, qwod de 
Chaucer. / gracm no^^ra specmli, et pro bono seruicio quod dilecifus 
yallec^us^no^^er Galfrz^^us Chaucer nob/s impendit et 
impendet infuturwm, concessim?^^ ei viginti marcas, percipiendas 
singulis annis ad Scaccare/<m nostmrny ad t69*minos ^ancti MichaeZis 
et Pasche, p^ equales porctorites, ad totam vltam ip^us QH&idi^ vel 
quousqiie pro statu suo ajite^* [duxerimus] ordinandwm. In cuiws etc. 
Teste Rege, apud Castrum de Quenesburgh', xx. die Jxxnij. 

Pej' hrem de prtuato sigillo. 

48. 

1367, Nov, 6. — The first half yearly payment of Geoffrey Chaucm^s 
annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Mioh.,2 42 Edw. III., m. 9. Nicolas'a Life, note B.] 

§ Die Sabbati, vj*'' die I*^"ouenibm\ 
Galfrz^usl 6alfr*f?o Chaucer, cui Do??iinMS Reaj xx marcas annwas 
Chaucer. / ad ^caccarium percipienda,?, pro bono sej'uicio per i^sitm 
eidem Dommo 'Siegi impenso, per h'ifeias suas patentee 
nuper conces*^*^ : In denar«ts Bthi Wbei^atis, in persoZttctowem, per manus 

^ Payments to Mary Chastiller, Isabella Petyt, Elizabeth Ohaundos, and 
Mary de Sancto Hillario, precede this entry. 

2 This roll covers the half-year beginning at Michaelmas in the 41st year, 
and ending on the 24th March in the 42nd year. Hence the date of this 
payment, 6th November, occurred in 1367, in the 41st year, not in 1368, aa 
would at first sight be supposed. The same system of dating was observed 
throughout the reign of Edward HI. in respect of the Issue Rolls. 
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propms, X mBxearum nhi lib^^randarww de hmmmodi certo siio, 
viAnMcet, de iei-mino Sawcti Michodis ^vximo j^reterito, ^er hreue 
suum de liWafe hoc tcrmiwo vjli. xiijs. iiijd. 

49. 

1368, Feb. 19. — The half-yearly payment of PhiUppa Chaucer's 
annuity. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 42 Edw. III., m. 24. Nicolas, note DD.] 
§ Die Sabbaii, xix*' die YehTuarij. 
TYiilippSL \ Thdlippe Chaucer, cui Dominm B>ex x maxcas arniuas ad 
Chaucer. J Scaccarium pe^-cipienda^, pro bono se^niicio ^er ipsam 
Thilippe, Hegine Angk'e, impenso, -per literals suas patentee 
nuper conceastt: In denanis sibi libej'a#*s in pei^mlucionem v 
marmrMm s/Z;i ]ibe?'andarw??i de hui^^sw^oc?^ cf??-to sac, videHcet, de 
te?*mi«o [Sancti]^ Michaelis proximo preieHto, per hrem smmi de 
lihm*ate, inter mando^a de hoc tejinwio Ixvjs. viijd. 

50. 

1368, May 25. — The Imlf-yearly payment of Geoffrey Oliancer'a 
annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 42 Edw. III., m. 10. Nicolas, note C] 
§ Die Jouis, xxv^ die Maij. 
Galfriic?us \ Galfrt^Zo Chauchers^ vni y^Mecioxum Camere ^gis, cui 
Chauchers. J Jyomium 'B.ex xx inarcas anni/tw ad ^mcmHum ad totam 
vitam suam peft^ipiendas^ pro bono se?aiicio pei^ \pmm 
eidem Dommo impenso, vel quous<2t*e aliter p/'o statu suo fuerit 
prouis?«?i, pe?" IiYeras suas patentee ^up^r conc68<?^Y : In denariis ^ihi 
libera^^A', in pm^mluc/ionem x moxcarum sibi liberandarw7?i de hmumnodi 
ce?'to suo, videhcefc, de temiwo Pasche proximo preierito, per hrem 
suum de Uherate hoc termino ... vjli. xiijs. iiijd. 

51. 

1368, Oct. 31, — Tlie half-yearly payment of Geoffrey Cliauc&r^a 
annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 43 Bdw. III., m. 8.] 
§ Die Martis, xxxj. die Octobris. 
Galfri^?us\ Galfrw?o Chaucer, vallecto Hospic?y Eegis, cui Dommws 
Chancer. J Rea? xx maxcas annwcw? ad ^mcmrium ad totam vitam 
suam percipiendoi', pro bono smiicio per ipmm eidem 
Domi'no "Regi impen^o, per hYeras suas pdXentes nuper concessit : In 
denanV^ sibi libera^*W, in persoluctonem x marcarmn sibi Iihe7'a7idaru7n 
de huiusmodi certo suo, videltcet, de termino ^ancti Michae?^s 
proximo preteiito per brewe, suum de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 

tea-mino vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

1 Omitted. 



162 A.D. 1368. PHiLippA c.*s Anmify. Edw, IIIJs Homeliold, 



52. 

1368, N"ov. 22. — THe yearly paymerd of PMlippa Chaucer's annuity. 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 43 Edw. III., m. 18. Nicolas, note DD.] 
§ Die Me?'cun}*, xxij° die ^Touembm. 
Fll^7^JpJ?a \ lYiilipxj^ Chaucer,^ cui J^ominm Bea? x marca^ ^mmas 
Chaucer. J ad Scaccarmm ad totam vitam suam pempiendas, p?'o 
bono seruicio per ipsam Ph^7^*p/>e, Ee^me Ang?z6, impenso, 
per hVeras suas pate?^^es nuper concesszY : In denar^^s sibi liberah*^, in 
^)'solticionem v marcarttwi sibi hherandarum de Imit^^Tioe/^ certo sue, 
videlicet, de termino Sancii Mich^u^Zis -proximo yrdt&ntOj per hrem 
de niagno sigillOf inter roBxidata de hoc termino . . • Ixvj s. viij d, 

53. 

[1368, Dee,] — Schedule of names of the Household of Edward IFL, 
for whom Robes for Chridmas were to be provided^ including 
PhUippa Chaucer among the " Damoisdles" and Geoffrey 
Chaucer among the Esquires,^ 

[Exchequer Q. R, Wardrobe and Household Accounts, 
§ Soit garant faifc au Clerc de la grande Garderobe, qil face 
liuere des robes contre la Nowell', solonc la tenure de ceste roulle. 

§ Cest le Eoulle des Seign^^rs et autr^ gentz del HostelF, qi sount 
ordenez destre as robes du Roi nossi?^^/mr contre la No well* pro- 
cheine auenir \ et puist estre qascuns gentz autres ne sount ici 
escritz soleint prendre robes deuant ces houres, quelles gentz ne sount 
mye escritz en ceste roulle par cause qils ne sount mye de la tynelle^ 
del Hostell', ne garantez par lestatut' du dit Hostell'. 
f § Le Eoi 

\ § Ma dame la Eoigne 
+ r 4 + . La Contesse de Bedeford' 

. § Le Due de Lancastre 
. § Le Confce de Cantebrigge 
. § Mpns. Thomas de Wodestoke 
. § Le Conte de Penbrolce -f 
. Le Conte de la Marche xij 

1 The duplicate roll has " Chauncer." 

2 This roll, consisting of two membranes, is imperfect and undated. The 
date is between 1365, when the King's daughter became Countess of Bedford, 
and Oct. 1368, when the Duke of Clarence died. The cancellation of the 
latter^s name appears to fix 1368 as the true date ; Sir Peter de Lacy was also 
Keeper of the Privy Seal in that year. Though Sir Harris Nicolas seems to 
allude to this Roll in connection with a notice of Philippa Chaucer, it is 
curious that he says nothing about Chaucer's name appearing on the same 
Roll ; it is possible he may have overlooked the entry. Anyhow, he has no 
doubt about the date, 1368. I notice this, as it was only after assigning this 
document to 42 Edw. III., that I discovered the notice in Nicolas' Memoir, 
which, however, gives no reference. — W. D. S. 

^ Thiel, household, family. — Cotgrave. 

4 The first name, that of ^ Le Due de Clarence,' is struck out. 



§ La Contesse de la Marche 
§ La damoiselle de Bretaigne 
§ La Contesse de Atheles 
§ La dame de Ferrers 
^§ Dame Luce atte Wode vj 
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'§ Le Conte de Oxenford' ^ 

§ Le Sire de Percy 

§ Le Sire de Latimere xij 

§ Mons, Thomas de Beauchamp'^ 
§ Mons. Aleyn de BuxhuU' | 
§ Mons. Piers de Breux g 

§ Mons. Johojn Foxle ^ 
§ Mons, Bernard' Brokas 
§ Mons. Johan atte Wode 
§ Mons. Gilbert Spencer 
§ Mons. 'Richard la Souche 
§ Mons. Esmon Euerard' 
§ Mons. Johan Benrle - g 
§ Mons. William de Wyndesores $ 
§ Mons. Eobert de Aston' s 
§ Mons. Johan de Eynsford' ^ 
§ Mons. Roger Elmrugge ^ 
§ Mons. Thomas Murreiix 
§ Mons. Johan de Ipre 
§ Mons. Thomas BradewelF 
§ Mons. Thomas TirelF 
§ 'Rv^ard de Arundeir 
§ Johan de Arundell* 
i Mons. Sobert Salle 



o 
S 



0 



Elizabeth Channdos 
§ Vhilippo, de Lisle 
§ Marie Seint Hiller 
§ Mergarete de EUerton' 
§ 'B\dlippt Chaucer 
§ Johame de Louth' 
§ Esteuene Olney 
§ Anneis Rose 
§ Mergarete Rose 
§ Cristien' Reymond' 
§ Elizabeth Beauchamp' 
§ Johanne de Kaule^ 
,§ Elizabeth Morle 
— — — xiij 
Marion Heruy 
§ Aliceon de Cestre 
§ Margerie Olney 
§ JohaTzne de Hynton* . 
§ Eleyne Monioye 
§ Joha??ne de Londres 
§ Billion Quarret 
§ Aliceon' de Preston'^ 
§ Johanne Cosyn^ 
§ Maude de Dene 
§ Elizabeth Pershore^ 
;§ VhilippQ Pioard's Jxij 



. + § SeneschaZ^ 
ma dame/ 



Mons. Johan Delues 



03 • 

i; 



'§ Sire Piers de Lacy | g . 

§ SireThomasdeBrantinghani 
§ Sire Henri Snayth' 
§ Sire Johan de Saxton' dean « . 
§ Sire Robert de Whitbergh' 3 |. 
§ Sire Rxohard de Beuerle \4 < 
§ Maistre Johan de Glaston' g | 
, Maistre Adam Leche ^ , 



{'§ Sire Thomas Rous 

< § SireJohandeHermestliorp* 

l§ Mestre Piers de Florence 

Sire Ridiard Raundes 
§ Sire Johan de Derby 
§ Sire Wauter Almaly 
§ Sire Thomas Chynham 
.§ SireRauf Notyngham^ vj 



1 The parchment appearA to have been cleaned, and the do.ts washed off. 

2 Mens. 'BAohard de Pembrugg* is struck out between this and the next 



name. 

3 See Patent Boll, 43 Edw 



III, p. 2, m, \y for the pensions granted to 
these 'domicellas' of Queen Philippa (Rymer, vol. iii., part ii, page 886). 
* The last name, ' Sira Thomas Bouse,' is struck out. 
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§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

A 



Sire William de Dighton' 
Sire William de Tiryngtun* 
Sire Johan Aleyn 
Sire Kobert de Walton' 
Sire William de Huntelowe 
Sire Richard Bokelly 
Sire Richard Medford' 
Sire Johan Kendale 
Sire Bickard Lanston' 
Sire Thomas Bemelby 
Sire William Humberstan, 

Auener^ 
Sire William Humberstan, 

Clerc de lespicerie 
Thomas de Swaby 
Johan Ckrp' 
Johan Salesbury 
Johan Stacy 
William Irland' 
'Richard de Thorp' 



03 • 

a; 

I"- 



Johan Mils, sonthclerc du 

seal ma dame 
Esmon Flambard'^ 
Roger Relet 
Robert Louth' 
Johan Belenair 
Waute?- Tyrell* 
Piers de Preston' 
Roger Arch' 2 
Guy de Fowe 
Johan Olneye 
RicAarc? de Stanes 
Andreu Tyndale 
Johan atte Wich', charetter 
Mestre Will. Geryn l petitz 
Mestre John IrlandeJ 
Hanyn Quarret 
Maistre Johan Gateneys 



xvij 



XXI I 



§ Sire Richard PostelF ) .^ 
SSire William B^^^^Z 



nesse 



^ S J § Thomas Madyngle 
;g ^ . I § Ricfiard de la Chapelle 



OS . 



'§ Johan de Herlyng' 
§ Wauter Whithors 
§ Thomas Cheyne* 
§ Johan de Beuerle 
§ Johan de Romesey 
§ Wauter* Walssh* 
§ Hugh' Wake 
§ Roge?' Clebury 
§ Piers de Cornewaill' 



S 



C8 

I : 



'§ Johan atte Halle 
§ Johan Pays 
§ Ridiard Hunter 
§ Johan Fissher 
§ Esteuene Hadle 
§ Wilham Cosyn 
§ Hanyn Mount 
§ Johan Stanlowe 
§ Johan Warde 
§ Johan Burton' 



1 The first name in this division, ' Beigaald de Cobham,' is stfuck out 

2 Archer, in full, in other places. 

3 The King's officer to provide oats. 

^ In a writ dated 7 March, 43 Edw. Ill, [1369], he is described as ' nad- 
gares vn de noz esquiers,' and receives 'deux draps de baldekyns de Luk, 
doubles, pur nostre offrendre.'— [ Warrfrtffte Accatmts, ^f^.] 
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.2 , 

3. ' 



xxxvy. 



§ Robert de Ferers 
§ Elmyn Leget 
§ Robert de Corby 
§ CoUard Dabricbecotert^ 
§ Thomas Hauteyn 
§ Hugh' Cheyne 
§ Thomas Foxle 
§ Geffrey Chaucer 
§ Geffrey Stucle 
§ Simond' de Burgh' 
§ Johan Tiehemerssh' 
§ "Robert la Souche 
§ Esmon Rose 
§ Laurence Hauberk* 
§ Griffith de la Chambre 
§ Johan de Thorp' 
§ Baulyn Erchedeakue 
§ Eauf de Knyueton' 
§ Thomas Hertfordyngbury 
§ Hugh' Strelley 
§ Hugh' Lyngeyn 
§ Nicholas Prage 
§ Richard Torperle 
§ Richard Wirle 
§ Johan Northnigge 
§ Hanyn Narret^ 
§ Simond' de Bokenham 
§ Johan Leggo 



§ Johan Wyght 
§ WHliam Prest 
§ Thomas Merlyn 
§ Richard Pope 
§ Johan Doure 
§ Geffrey Pikard 
§ Johan Kembald 
§ Thomas Bansted' 
§ Johan Frende 
§ Wilh'am Eadescroft 



Johan Wyndesore 
§ Johan Bedeford' 
§ Thomas de Hynton' 
' § Adam Grantham 
§ Johan Kirkeby 
§ Laurence Lok* 
Johan Troir 



§ Johan EUerton' 
§ Johan Haddon' 
§ Eobert Appelby 
§ Richard Boseuyll' 
§ Thomas Staple 
§ Water Leycestr' 
§ Thomas Dautre 
§ Richard Im worth' 
§ Andrei^ Gildeford' 
J Thomas Staff' 



1 Index to Husting Rolls, Deeds and Wills (xlix", 3 back, col. 1), Monday 
after the feast of St. Edward the King a* xlix [Edw. Ill,] : — Cai'ta Domini 
Regi* Edwardi AngUe fact* Collardo Daubrichecourte, armig^ro. — P. J. F. 

^ Between this name and the next, three others are struck out : namely, 
Gilbert Talbot, Johan Beauchamp*, George Fe)brigg\ 
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'§ Estephe?* Eomlowe^ 
§ 3oh.an Padbury 
§ Thomas Mussendeu* 
§ Thomas Forser 
§ Eoger Cheyne 
§ William Cheine 
§ iNichoZas Carrue 
§ Wilk'am de Clopton' 
§ Wauter de Chuppenam 
§ Janyn de Sterny 
§ Aleyn Seiie 
§ Waryn' Keynes 
§ Johan Salman 
§ Benet Zakarie 
§ Piers de Bruges ^ 
§ Johan fitz Eustace 
L§ Wilh'aw ITerue 



'§ Thomas Frowyk' 
§ WilHam Strete 
§ Thomas de Stanes 
§ Walter de Wyght* 
§ Esmond de Tettesworth' 
§ Jo\ian Goderyk' 
§ Joha?^ Gosden' 
§ Joha?i Gonyngesby 
§ WilHam Archebaud' 
§ Will/am de Eysceby 
§ Eobe^^to de Erhuth' 
§ 36han atte Welle 
§ Thomas Spig««rne.ll' 
§ Eoger Ferro2*f 
§ Joha/i de Pury 
§ Thomas Prest 
§ Wilkam Blacomore 
§ Eic^arc? Leche 
§ 'RioJiard des Armes 
Thomas Brouderer 

Esmond de Cheshunt 
§ Casin* Fauconere 
§ Papard* Myners 
§ Trystram de Leghes 
§ Colmet Fauconer 
§ Eobert le March' 
§ Henry Fauconer 
§ Wauter Sifrewast 



[Membrane 2.] 

f§ Wauter de Norton' 
§ Thomas Mymmes 
§ EicAarrf Pyppewell* 
§ Joha?^ GuU' 
§ Eoger Hygham 
§ Sohan Guldeford* 



t 



i. 

GQ 

I- 



§ Johawde Hyllyngdon' 
§ Wilkam Challowe 
§ ^ioihard Ingham 
§ Thomas Burbach' 
§ Eoger Horneby 

§ Johan V^le in the parchment k&rel 

§ Eobert [Pjentecosf 
§ Johan Holyngbo«irne 
§ Eoger Hunter 
§ Biehard Okebowrne 
§ WilHam Person* 
§ WilUam Morwell* 
§ Johan Ablyngdou' 
§ Wilham Yonge 
§ WilU'am Solingrugg' 
§ Eobert Foulere 
§ Nichote Bythewod' 
§ Richard Hertford' 
§ William Fox 
§ Johart Bradeweir 
§ Bichard Serle 
§ Simond Ch^se 
.§ EicAart^ Halford' xxix. 
nomyhme in ^ The next name, RobM de Morton*, is struck out. 
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. r§ Vaillant 
Heraudz .-<§ Haueryge 



Mynistralx" 



, i§ Wyndesores 

Richarc? Markh«m, WafEr* 
§ Joha/i de Bukyngham 
§ Nicholas Trumpow 
§ Johan Deuenys 

§ Wautej* Waye 
§ Wilh'awi Lamport' 
§ Johaii Wayte 
§ Hugh Joie 

'§ Thomas Loueden' 
§ William Heruy 
§ Henri Almayn 
§ William Gambon* 
§ Eauf de Tyle 
§ Rauf ChamWleyn' 
§ Wauter Aubrey 
§ Johan Stygeyn' 
§ Koger Barbottr 
§ Typot' 

I Reynalt i^'euport' 
§ Esmoii Danu^?r8 
,§ Esmon Bernard' 

'§ Aleyn* Vnderwod' 
§ Johan Duyk 
§ Johan de Longeuyll' 
§ Aleyn Palmer 
§ William Brantyngham 
§ William Sayour 
§ Johaw de Assh' 
§ Miles de Buxton' 
§ Joha?i Pusey 
§ Johan Bergeueyn' 
§ Thomas Mitton' 
§ Johan Chyppes 
§ Johan Porohestrei 
§ Johan Watteford' 
§ William de Euesham 
§ WilKam de Bukenam 
§ 'Richard Eaundes 
§ Thomas de CombfiHon' 
§ Johan de York' 
§ WilKam Merk* 
^ The next name, Esmond Bernard, is struck out here ; it occurs above. 



Valletz de . 
la Chambre . 
du Eoi 



xiij. 



Valletz des . 
offices 
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Valletz des 
offices 



Ivij. 



Gdixceons de 
la Chambre 
Ze Roi 



viij. 



§ Willtawi de Bfompton' 

§ Wilk'aw fitz Johan 

§ Thomas Vppyngham 

§ ^ioJiard de Wengham 

§ ^idiard Scargiir 

§ Richard Sampson' 

§ Adam Scalder 

§ Thomas Knyghte 

§ Johaw Wedon' 

§ Gilbert Sauserrie ^ 

§ Will*am Mann' 

§ Henw atte Watere 

§ 'Richard Ballard' 

§ Robert Cheyne 

§ Richard Lancastre 

§ Johan Aspuir 

§ Robert Makkeney 

§ Richard Aleyn' 

§ William Hungerford' 

§ William Denbenham [dc] 

§ Johan Person' 

§ Johan J'yge 

§ William Mordon' 

§ Roger Ferro2ir pwr les palefro^/s et charecter p«r le Roi 

§ Rauf Ferrowr p^r les chiuaux demumntz derer le Roi 

§ 'Riohard Peyncombe 

§ Robert Sadeler 

§ Johan Northfolk' 

§ Rauf de Brune 

§ William Depyng 

§ Joha?z Fauconer 

§ Johan Byterle 

§ Henri Cramford' 

§ Riokard Brustelesham, Perrowr pwr les grawntz chiualx 
§ Riohard Broun, Ferrowr pwr les chiuax devers le meesne 
§ Gef&e^ Amondesham, ferroe^r pt«r les chiuax ma dame 
§ Symond Ferrotir 
'§ Johaw West 
§ Johan Kyngeston' 
§ Roger Smale 
§ Robert Kirklyngton' 
§ WiOmm Perand' 
§ Yenan'2 
§ Wilh'am Sendale 
§ Clement de Merb 

De la Sausirie, in Originalia> 49 Edw, III., ro. 46. 
Yenan del Chambre in 



A.D. 1368. Edw. IWs Household. 1369. Nicholas c.'s Will. 169 



J 1- /§ Solace, IIe[n]stman'i du Eoi 
[Membr. 2 d.] j^^^f^ Henstman' ma dame 



GarceoTzs' 
venottrs ' 



§ Ric/^ardl Greydon' 
§ Johaw Bradewater 
§ Joha?^ Holde 
§ Joharj Thorbem* 
§ Johcm Parker 
§ William Soule 
§ Kichard Camsale 
§ Robert Houden' 
§ Johan Hernest 
§ Soimn Melbourne 
§ Johrm Eoteland' 
§ Robert Broune 
§ ^oYian Pewen' 
§ WilKam Okeangre 
Sohan Haabergh' xv 

Midm^sed — SiVe Piers de Lacy 1 f Le Seneschal et le 
Gardeiu du pnue Seal f ^' 1 Tresorer del Hostell'. 

54. 

1369, Jan. 13. — Will of Nicholas Chancer , probably a relative of 
John Chaucer.^ 

[Husting Roll, 97, No. 6.] 
Will of Nicholas Chaucer, citizen and pepperer. He desires to 
be buried in the church of St. Antonin, near the font, in the body of 
the same church. He leaves bequests to the fabric of the said 
church, to " the parish chaplain " and to other chaplains for masses, 
and also to the "magistral clerk" and "the under-clerk " of the 
church ; his term in houses and tenements to Sir William Dalton, 
and to Matilda, his (testator's) wife; and money to Isabella, his 
sister, and to Margaret, his kinswoman. Dated at London, 13 January, 
1368[-9]. Proved by Matilda, the widow. 

55. 

1369, March 10. — Writ of Privy Seal to Henry de Snaythy Keeper 
of the Gh'eat Wardrobe^ to deliver certain quantities of cloth and 
furs to the Damoiselles*' in the- QueerCs Service, including 
Philippa Ohaucer, for Ghristmas last pdsifi 
^ Solace aad Hans are the ' Henst-men * in 43 Edw. III. 

2 In the Wardrobe Accounts, 22 Edw. III., 391/7, there are three payments 
to him for cotton, canvas, and wax^ bought of him at London. On 8 June, 
1356, he was summoned, among 170 merchants of England, to attend before 
the King and Council, for the purpose of consulting on certain arduous affairs." 
Andrew Aubrey, John de Stodeye, and Edmund de Staplegate of Canterbury 
were among the number. — Close RoW, 30 Edw. Ill, m. 14, dorse. 

3 One memhrane, being the thirty-fifth on a tile of similar writs^ This 
LIFE-RECORDS, IV. 12 
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[Exchequer Q. R. Wardrobe and Household Accounted 
Edward, pa?' la grace de Dieu Eoi DengletOTe, Seignwr Dirlande et 
Daquitaigne, A nostv^ ame Clerc Henri de Snayth', Gardein de nostvQ 
gmnde Garderobe, saluz. ^N'ons vous mandons qwe a nostra Men 
amee Luce atte Wode, vne des Dames, et a noz bien amees Elizabeth' 
Chaundos, VhilippQ de Lysle, Marie Seint Hiller, Margarete de 
Ellerton', VidUpp^ Chaucer, Johane de Louthe, Estiephnette 
OIney, Agneis Eose, Margarete Rose, Gristiane Eeymond*, Eliza- 
beth' Beauchamp', Johane de Kauele et Elizabeth' Morlee, Damoi- 
selles, Marie Heruy, Alice de Cestre, Marie Olney et Johane de 
Hynton', Souzdamoiselles, et Johane de Londres, Billion' Quarret, 
Alice de Preston', Johane Cosyn, Maude de Den', Elizabeth Per- 
shore, Vhilipj?^ Pykard* et Elene Proudefot', Veilleresses, de la 
Chambre nostvQ treschere compaigne la Eoine, facez liuerer drap' 
pur leur robes, ouesqwe les furrures pur la feste de Noel darein 
passee, par manure come leur ad este liu^rez pur la feste de Noel 
auant ces heures. Et volons par cestes vous eneiez due allouance 
en vo^^re aconte. Done souz noAf^re priue seal, a Westmo«fi/er, le .x. 
lour de Marz, Ian de nosticQ regne quarante tierz. 

The next document on the file gives further particulars respecting 
the robes mentioned in the preceding writ : — 

Dame Luce et chescune damoiselle a sz^rcote ou^rte xiiij alnes de 
drap', j ixmire meneuoir dj' pur de iiij tymbrefi, j iwmre et dj* de 
^ys, et j chape^'on de xxxij. 

Item chescune souze damoiselle x alnes de drap', j tmure et dj'debys. 

Item a chescun veillersce x alnes de drap', j furzere et dj' de popl'. 

56. 

1369, April 26. — The half-i/early payment of Geoffrey Chaucer^s 
annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 43 Bdw. III., m. 5.] 

§ Die Jouis, xxvj*^ die Aprils. 

[Galfrec?us \ Galfr^c^o Chaucer, cui Bo^nims Eecc xx marcos annwas 
Chaucer,] ad Scaccanwrn percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ipfiwm eidem Dommo Ee^* impenso, per hVeras suas 
patew^es nuper concessit : In denanVs sibi liheratiaj in -gefnolueimiem 
X isnKxcarum iihi liberandarwrn de hmusmodi certo suo, videlicet, de 
termino Pasche i^roximo preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, inter 
manda^a de hoc termiwo vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

document is noticed by Nicolas in Kote EE. of his * Memoir of Chaucer,' The 
names which appear in this writ correspond with tliose given in No. 63, 
excepting that Eleyne Monioye, who heads the list of ** Veilleresses" in 1368, 
has now disappeared, and E. Froudefott appears in the present list to make up 
their number. I notice this as a farther proof of the date of No. 53. — 
W. D. S. * Tom off. 
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57. 

1369, June 27. — OoiiTder-roll of the Comptroller of the Kivi^ s House- 
hold, furnishing, mnong oth&t* matters, the names of the msmhers 
of the Household who received rmmey for timr Summer Robes. 
Chaucer is among the scutiferiJ^^ 

[Exchequer Q. B. Wardrobe and Household Accounts, 

Coniravotulus Johan?2is de Ipre, Contr^rotwla^om Hospicij Reg?^, 
videlicet, a xiij^ die Febrwan}' amo xliij"* vsqwe xxvij"* diem 
S\xmj eodem anno ; Thoma de Brantyngham Custody 6arderoZ>e 
Hospicij Eeg«5 'Mdem tunc existente. 

Hunc libru?n, continentew xxviij folia, liberauit hie Johajiwes de Ipre, 
Contrarotulator Garderobe Eegis, xxvij* dieApriK^, anno xliiij*** Eegw 
'Kdwardi tercij post coiiquestu7», per manus suas proprias. 

[f. 16 d.] FffiODii MlLITUJW MT EOBB BSTIUALBS. 

Willetoo de Latymere, Baneretto, Senescallo Hospic?}' Re^^is, pro 
feodo suo p?'o seisona Pasche contingente infra tempus huius compo^*, 
vj li. xiij s. iiij d. Eidem pro Eobi^ suis ^BMmalibus pro festo Pente- 

costes contingents infra idem tempus, Cvj s. viij d 

Petro de Lacy, Custody Priuat* SigilH 

Ee^/is, Joh«wwi de Glaston', Phisico 

Ee^is, Ade Leche, Cirurgico E^j^^is, cuil^'^^et Bomm liij s. iiij d, , pro 

robw suis &&\maUhus 

^imrdo de Medford', Johaw/u de Kendale . • 

. . . Capellaras et Clericis capelle Ee^is, cuih'feet eomwt xx s., pro 

robis suis estiuaZ^to Joha^mi Herlyng*, 

Joha?mi de Beuerle, Joha?mi de Eomesey, Waltero Walssh', Hugoni 
Wake, Eogero Clobury, Petro de Cornubia, Eoberto Ferrers, 
Elmyngo Leget, Eoberto de Corby, Collard Dabrichecourt, Thome 
Hauteyn, Hugoni Cheyne, Thome Foxle, Galfrzc?o Chaucer, 
Galfrido Steucle, Simoni de Burgh', Edmwc^o Eose, Laurencio 
Hauberk, Griffith' de Camera, Thome Forcer, ^ohanni de Thorp', 
EadwZ^/io Ercedeakne, Eadi*?p^o de Kyneton', Thome de Hert- 
fordyngbury, Hugoni Strelley, Hugoni Lingeyn, MchoZao Prage, 
Eicar<^o Torperle, Eicarc?o Wirle, Joha?zwi Northrugge, Hanno 
Narret, Simoni de Bukenham, Soliannx Legg', WilleZmo Strete, 
Thome de Stanes, Waltero Wyght, Edmwwc?o de Tettesworth', 
Johawni Goderik', Johami Gosedene, Joha^^?^i de Conyngesby, 
WilleZmo Archebald', WilleZwio de Eisceby, Eoberto Erhith', Johawni 
atte Welle, Thome Spigwrnell', Eogero Bouyndon^ Sohanni Pury, 
Thome Prest', WilleZmo Blacomore, Eicarc^o des Armes, Eoberto 

1 This book was delivered into the Exchequer by John de Ipre on the 
27^^ of April 1370. It now consists of 25 leaves bound in parchment. The 
first part of it comprehends the ^ Recepta Forinseca^^ together with the 
daily expenses in the Household ; the latter portion contains the * Elemosina,^ 
* Necessaria,' ^ Dona,' ^Bcibe^ ^ Pi^estita,' ^Jocalla^' etc. — W. D. S. 
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MaghfeldV Eobfl>*fco Makeney, WilleZw^o Maa et ^imrdo Waffrer, 
seatiferis et m^ymniibm Hospicy, cuiU'&et oQmm xx s., pro robzs suis 
fiQimalihuSf Ivli 

58. 

1369, Sept. 1. — Writ of Privy Seal to Henry de Smyth, Clerk, 
Keeper of the Wardrobe, directing him to issm divers lengths of 
black cloth to the members of tJie King's Household, for their 
Mourning at tits fun^eral of Queen Philippa, 'Philippa Chaucer 
receioes 6 ells of black cloth, long, and Geoffrey Chaucer 3 ells of 
the same, short. 

[Exchequer Q. R. Wardrobe and Household Accouuts, 
Edward, par la grace de Dieu, Roi Dengleterre et de Franco, et 
Seignottr I)irlande, A nostra arne Clerc Henri de Snayth', Gardein de 
no5^re grande Garderobe, saluz. JSTous vous mandons qm, a les 
peraones desouz nomez, facez faire luierees de drap' noir et furares 
pur vesture de doel a cause de la mort nostte tresch^re compaigne la 
Roine, qi Dieux assoille^ contre lenterrement du corps nostve dite 
compaigne, en la manure desouz escrite, cestassauoir : A noz filz les 
Due d-e Lancastre et Conte de la Marche, le Conte de Oxenford', 
nostvQ iiLle la Contesse de la Marche, la Contesse Dathels, la damoi- 
selle de Bretaigae, les deux fllles a no^^re dlt filz le Due, et la fille de 
la Coute3se de Bedeford', nostve fille, cestassauoir, a ^chescun de eux, 
forapds la dite daiuoiselie^ de Bretaigne, dousze aunes de drap' de 
colour iioir long* fin, a la dite damoiselle de Bretaigne tresze aunes 
de autiel drap.^ A dame Elizabeth' Holand', soere nostre dite com- 
paigne, dousze aunes de drap' de colour noir long, vne furure' de 
bisse, deux furures de meneuoir grosse, et deux chaperons* d© 
meneuoir purez, chescun chaperon de trente et deux ventres.® A 
les dames de Ferrers et de Mohun, cestassauoir, a chescun de eles, 
dousze aunes de drap' de colour noir long', deux furures chescune 
de troys Ceiitz ventres de meneuoir pure, et deux chaperons, chescun 
de cynqwaiite ventres de meneuoir pure. A dame Philippe la Souche, 
noef aunes de drap* de colour noir long' et vne f urure de quatre tym- 
bres de meneuoir grosse. A dame Luce atte Wode et dame Margarete 
Seyncler, cestassauoir, a chescune de eles, oyt' aunes de drap' de 
colour noir long'. A Aniyce de Beuerle, Katerine SpigMrnell', 
Aliceon Ferrers, FheMppe de Lysle, Estiephne Olney, Elizabeth' 
Chando^s, Marie Seinthillere, Margarete de EUerton^ Thelippe 
Chaucere, Johane de Louth', Agneys Eose, Margarete^ Rose, 
Gristien Keymond^ Elizabeth' Beauchamp', Elizabeth' Morle e^ Johane 
de Kaule;^ A Agneys Fauconer, Eleyne Gerberge et Blanche® 

1 One large membrane, the last of a file of simUar writs. 
2-^2 Over an erasure. ^ Oan she have been very taU or stoUt ? 

* Hoods. * ? puffs. * Was this Chaucer's Margarete, I wonder ? — F. J. F, 
■ 7 or Kanle. ^ Katherine lijwynford's sister^ 
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Swynford', damoiselles a les dites deux filles de Lancastre ; A Jo- 
hane Fostebury, Cristiane filz Eustace et Katerine Careu, damoiselles 
la dite fille de Bedeford*, Johane Sywmaigne, Marie Hevuy, Aliceoii 
de Cestre, Margerie Olney et Johane de Hynton*, cestas-^auoir, a 
chescune de eles sys annes de drap noir long'* A Eleyne Monioyo, 
J ohane de Londres, Billion Quaret', Aliceon de Preston', Johane Cosyn, 
Maude de Dene, Elizabeth' Pe?'sbore et Philippe Pykard', a Elizabeth' 
Hereford' et Aliceon Tyndeslowe, souzdamoiselles a les dites deux 
filles de Laucastre, a Elizabeth' Breton', damoiselle a la dite soere 
nostre dite compaigne, a Margarete la damoiselle la dite dame de 
Ferrers, a la Norice et a la Berceresse la fiUe de la dite Contesse de 
Bedeford', cestassauoir, pur chescune de eles sys aunos de drap* noir 
court'. 

A William Sire de Latymer et Henri Sire de Percy, . . a 
chescun de eux noef aunes de drap' de colour noir long'. A Thomas 
de Beau champ [30 in all, to] Thomas Tanne, Chiualers . . a chescun 
de eux sys aunes de drap' de colour noir long'. A Thomas de 
Brantyngham, Clerc, dousze aunes de drap de colour noir long'. 
A Henri Wakefeld', Clerc, noef aunes de meisme le drap'. A Piers 
de Lacy et Henri de Snayth',* Clercs, cestassauoir, pur chescun de 
eux sept aunes de meisme le drap'. A Eichard do Bauenesere 
[13 in all, to] William de Gunthorp^ Clercs . . a chescun de eux sys 
annes de drap' de colour noir long^ A William de Dighton' [46 in 
all, including a Johan Massyngham, to] William, persone de leglise 
de saint Benet' de Londres, Clercs . . a chescun de enx troys aunes 
de drap' de colour noir court'. A Johan Herlyng', Wauter Whithors, 
Johan de Beuerle, Johan Romeaeye, Wauter Walsh', Jloger Clehury, 
Helmyng' Leget', Hauf de Knyueton', Richard Torperle, Johan 
NorthrugR*, Hanyn Narret', Symond de Bokenham, Johan Legg', 
Johan Ellerton', Johan Haddon', Robert Appulby, Richard Boseuill', 
I'homas Staples, Wauter de Leycestre, Thomas Daiitre, Richard 
Tmworth', Andreu de Guldeford', Thomas de Stafford', Thomas de 
Frowyk', William Sfrete, Thomas Stanes, Wauter de Wight', Esmon 
de Tettes worth', Johan Goderyk', Johan Gosden', Andreu Tyndale, 
Johan Conysby, William Archebaud', William Risceby leisne, 
Robert de Erith', Johan atte Welle, Thomas Spig«*?iieli', Roger 
Ecrrour, Johan Pnry, Thomas Preest, William Elacomore, Richard 
Leche, Richard des Armes, Thomas Brouderer, Esmon Elambard', 
Roger Belet', Robert Louth', Johan Olney, Johan Irlande, Johan 
Gateneys, William Maan, Robert Makeney, Thomas Thorneton', 
Estiephne Smyth', William Geryn' et Reynold Barbour, a Yaillant, 
Haue?ych et Wyndesore Heraudes, a Robert Larderer, Johan 
Sponley, William Herland* et Patryk* ^Byker, Esquiers de greindre 
estat, cestassauoir, a chescun ^ de eux troys aunes de drap' de colour 
noir court'. A Hugh' Wake, Piers de Cornewaill', Robert Ferrers, 



1 The Keeper of the Wardrobe. 



^-^ Over an erasure. 
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Robe^-t Corby, Collard Daiibricliecourt, Thomas Hauteyn, Hugh* 
Cheyne, Thomas Foxle, Geffrey Chaucer, Geffrey Styuecle, Symou 
de Burgh', Johan de Tychemerssh*, Robert la Zouche, !^mon 
Rose, Laurence Hauberk', Griffith' del Chambre, Johan de Thorpe, 
Thomas Hertfordyngbury, Hugh' Straule, Hugh' Lyngeyn', Nicholas 
Prage, Richard Wirle, Estiephne Romylowe, Thomas Forcer, Roger 
Cheyne, William Cheyne, Nicholas Careu, William de Clopton', 
Wauter de Chipenham, Johan Desterny, Waryn Keynes, Johan 
Salman, Piers de Brugges, Johan Beluale, Wauter Tyrell', Piers de 
Preston*, Roger Arch', Richard de Stanes, James Dicheford', Johan 
atte Wyche, Hanyn Quarret, Johan Pauele, George Felbrigge, Johan 
Cat', William Barele, Richard Bitterle, Henri Comewaill', Giles 
Pagham, Johan Louet, William Pursell', Sampson Battesford', Esmon 
de Chesthunt, Casyn Fauconer, Popard Mayners, Tristrem de Ligbtes, 
Colinet Fauconer, Robert del Marche, Henri Fauconer, Wauter 
Sifrewaste^, Gilbert Talbot, Aleyn Palmer, Johan Leche, Robert 
Vynoz^r, Henri Yeuele, Johan Padbury, William Risceby le puisne, 
Robert Hertle, Raulyn Wayte^, William Wyndeford', Johan de 
Misterton', Simon atte Hagh', Piers atte Wode, Johan Beauchamp', 
Robert Vrsewyk', Richard Forster, Roger Ragaz, William Bardolf, 
Robert Bardolf, Roge?' Mareschall', Johan Joce, William Archebaud, 
Godefrey del Rokell', Johan Cokfeld', Robert de Morton', Nicholas 
Husee, Florkyn Fauconer, Henri Mammesfeld', et Thomas Glasele, 
Esquiers de meindre degree, cestassauoir, a chescun de eux troys 
auues de drap' de colour noir court'. 

The next set, from Thomas Loueden' to Hugh Forester [50 in all], 
" Valletz de nostre Chambre," get the same quantity ; so do the next 
set, from Aleyn Vnderwode to Reynald Ingham [109 in all, including 
a Robe/ t Champaigne], " Valletz de office " ; so do the next set, from 
Hugh Herland and Johan de Massyngham, " Valletz de mistere,"^ and 
4 "Gaitz," to Robert Kirkeby, the last of 7 "Clercs Valletz"; and 
likewise the other members of the Household, viz. 4 " Lauenders " ; 
18 "Ministralx" and ** troys autres noz ioefnes Ministralx " ; 102 
" Garceons doffice " ; 7 " Valletz Malers " ; 6'' Valletz del Mareschal- 
cie"; 10 servants; 4 " Sergeantz del eglise de Westmouster," also 
2 Garceons de meisme leglise" ; 4 "Sergeantz del eglise de Seint 
Poul " ; 25 " Charetters," and 25 " Garceons des Charefcters." Then, 
" a cynqwctnte poures femmes esteant«s entour le corps no^f^re dite 
compaigne a Wyndesore, » . pur chescune de eux, quatre aunes de drap* 
de colour noir court' ; a dousze poures hommes a tenir torches entour 
le corps meisme no^^re compaigne illoeqes . . pur chescun de eux 
troys aunes de drap' de colour noir court* ; a Wauter Norman et 
quarante et vn ses compagnons, noz Bargemen . . pur chescun de 
eux quatre aunes de drap' de colour noir de vne aune en laeure " ; to 

1 Misayngham and Herland are described as "Ckrpenters" in the writ for 
their robes on 27 Jan. 1369, in which they are said to be de la suite des 
valletz de mestere de nostre houstel." [Wardrobe Accounts, ^)^.] 



1369. Payments of geoffbbt and philippa c's Annuities, ' 175 

the next set of 124 "Gardeins des chiuaux" . . "pur chescun de 
eux quatce aunes de drap' de colour noir strott', de vne aune en laeure, 
et a Johan de Sutton', clerc a Danz Esmon, Moigne de Bury, trois 
aunes de drap' de colour [noir] court*. Et volons que pa?* cestes vous 
eneyez due allouance en Yostre aconte. Done souz nostre priue seal, a 
Westmouster, le primer iour de Septembre, Ian de xiostVQ regno 
Dangleterre quarante tierz et de France trentisme," 

59. 

1369, Oct, 8. — I7ie half-yearly payment of Geoffrey Chaucer* s annuity. 
[Issue KoU, Mich., 44 Edw. III., m. 2.] 
§ Die Lune, viij** die Octobr^'s. 
Oalfn'^us 1 Galfr^'io Chaucer, cui Dominm Rea? xx marcas annw^s 
Chaucer. J ad ^mcmrium ad totam vitam suam percipiendrt^, pro 
bono se/'uicio per ip^^/m eideni Dommo 'Regi impenso, 
p^?r ItVeras h'^eras \sic\ suas ^dXmtes nuper concess*^ : In ^enariis sibi 
\\heTatisy in ])ersoIucionem x mavcamm sibi liberandarum de 
huiu87nodi certo suo, videh'cet, de termino Sanc^i MichaeZis iproximo 
preterito, per hvem Bumn de hherate, inter manda^a de hoc termiwo 

vj li. xiij s. iiij d.^ 

60. 

1369, Nov. 7. — Payment of Philippa Chaucer^ s annuity for the terms 
of Easter and Michaehnas,^ to John de Hemesthorp, 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 44 Bdw. III., m. 12.] 
§ Die Mercury/, vij. die ^OMemhris, 
'PhiUpp9L ] "Philippe Chaucer, cui Doniinus B^x x mavcas ainiuas ad 
Chaucer. J ScacGarium ad totam vitam sua percipienda;?, [pro bono 
servicio]^ per ipsam eidem Do??z*no "Regi inipenso, per 
kYeras suas patente-i* nuper concemY : In denai^iis sibi libera^^s per 
mniitis Johannis, de Hermestliorp',^in ^ermlmionem x maTcai^um sibi 
Wherawlamm de h.m.usmodi certo suo, videZ^ce^, de termiwo \sic\ 
Pasche et Michae?is proximo preterito, per brewe suu??^ de liberate, 
inter mandafa de hoc termi?jo vj li. xiij s. iiij d.^ 

61. 

1369. — Extract from the enrolled Account of Henry de WaJcefeld, 
Keeper of the Wardrobe of the King's Household ; cmitaining 
the advances of money made — at the commencement of the war 
in France — to ceHain members of the Household^ including 

^ These two entries are translated in Devon's Issue Kolls of 44 £dw. III.) 
in which be places Easter term before Michaelmas, by mistake ; see note, p. 
160 ante, Henoe Prof. Skeat was led to assign these entries to 1370, instead 
of 1369 ; but Nicolas correctly adopted the latter date. 

^ It is noticeable that up to this time Philippa toolc her annuity in one 
yearly payment, while her husband took his in two instalments. After this, 
there are no more payments of her annuity till 6 July, 1374, and then Geotfrey 
received for her only 2^ years' arrears. ^ Omitted. * See p. ,163.. 
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Ohaueer^ on account of timr wages and expetim at various times 
in the year 43 Edw. IIL 

[Exchequer L. T. R. Enrolled Accounts, Wardrobe, Roll 4, m. 21.] 
Conipotas Henric* de Wakefeld', Custod^s Gardero^>e Hospicij 
"Regi^y de leceptis, lihersicionibuSy et expensi^ in eadem Garderofta 
fac^is, necnon de vadm guerre solut** Johamii, Duci Lancastr2d, 
dmersis ComitihtiSy Banerettis, Militibze^, Scutiferis, et aliis diu^rsis 
hominihus anno xliij^ eqnitantibz^ff de guerra in partibtos Francie ; a 
xxvij** die Jxmij anno xliij** . . . • vsque xxvij" diem Jum}* anno 
xlv*^ .... acHicet, de dvLohtis mnis integrt^*. . . . 

[Mem. 21 d.] 

Liberacio densiviorum diuersis hominib?*5 subscript?^ de familia 
Hegis de prestito, in denarzi^* per ipsos xeaeptis in pr/ncipio guerre 
super vadns et expensis suis p«r dmersas vices mno xliij", videZ^ce^ : 

Henrico de Wakefeld', Custodi Gtardero&e Hospic?y Regis, CxxH. 
Et vespondet in 'Rotulo xlvj*** in Item 'Northa^npion'. 

XX 

Johanni de Ipre, Contmrotula^on eiusdewi Hospzci}', ii\j vj li. viij s. 
iiij d. Et vespondet in Rottdo xlvj*** in LancasiWa. 
.r. Joba?mi de Saxton', xx li. Et vespondet in Rotulo xlv. in Re^idm 
Kotyngham. 

A. de Leche, xiij li. vj s. viij d. Et r. in xlvj*" in Res. London'* 
. Ricarc^o Medford*, x li. "J 
. Wille??wo de Huj^berstane, auenano, ( Et r. in R° xlvij"* in 

xiij li. vj s. viij d. I Item London*. 

. Thome de Bernolby, xiij li. -vjs, viij d. ) 
.r. , Willetoo de Huwib^stane, ckrico speaarie,! ^ -go xlyi*® in 

xiij li. vjs. viij d. V ^ 

.r. . Thome de Swaby, x li. J 

Johanni Carp', x li, Et r. in R^ xlvj*° in Item Ebor*. 
. Rieardo de Thorp^ x li. ] 

. Johanni de Salesbury, xli. VEt r. in R° xlvij** in Item London'. 
. J ohanni de Iselham, xl s. | 
.r. , Johaimi Herling' debe^ xiij li vj s. viij d. Set non debet inde 
smamoneri, per br^we Regis aUoca^t^m WilleZmo Humberston*, 
ckrico spcc^arie, in Rotulo xlvj*° in Deuonia. Et qiiietm est. 
Johanni Romesey, xiij li. vj s. viij d. Et r. in R"* xlvj*° in Ite??i 
Somerset. 

Waltero Walssh*, xli. Et r. in R^ xlvj*° in Res. Cant'. 
Hugoni Wake, xj li x\rj a. iij d. Et r. in R* xlvj** in Item 

'NorthainpU)n\ 

. Rogero Clebary, xli, Et r. in R" xlvij** in Item London', 
Roberto Ferers, x li. Et r, in Rotulo xlvj in Warr*. 
Thome Hauteyn, x li. Et r. in Rotulo xlvj in Item Kancia. 
. Crslfrido Chaucer, x li. \ Et respondent in R*" xWij* in Item 
. GailWo Styuecle, xli | London'. [See Ko. 7^.] 
EdmttncZo Rose, xli. Et r. in R* xlvj*** in Item Berk'. 
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in Ees. NoUjngham. 

in Item London*. 



xlvij^ 



.r. Hugoni Strelley, x li. Efc r. in xlv. 
, Joha7i?ii Northrugg', x li. ^ -^o 

, Simoni de Bokenham, xli./ * * 
Thome Forcer, x li. Efc r. in R° xlvj*^ in Adhuc Res. Wyltes'. 
.r. Thome de Stanes, xli. Et r. in W xl\^ in Ees. Not'. 

'Edmundo de Tefcteswortli', x li Et r, in R° xlvj*^ in Item Kanom. 
Joha?jm Goderyk', xli. Et r. in xlvj*« in Item Korh't. 
. Johanni Gosden', x li. Et r. in E*" xlvj*° in Ees. Smreie. 
WilleZwo ArcheTiald', x li. Et r. in E° xlvj*^ in Item Su^hamptonta. 
WHlelmo de Eysceby, seniori. xiij li. vj s. viij d. Et r. in E** 

xlvj in Adhuc Ees. Bed'. 
Roberto Erhyth', x li. Et r. in E^ xlvj. in Ite?w Kane'. 
,J6hanni de Cokfeld', xli. Set mn debet inde Bummonen, per 
hveue Regis allocatmn Eicarc?o Medford' in E° xlvij in Item 
London'. Et quietus est. 
Johamii atte Welle, xli. Et r. in E° xlvj. in Item Berk*. 
• 'Rogero Bouyndon', ferrour, x li. Et r. in E° xlvj^ in Ees. Cant*. 
. Johan7ii Pury, x li. Et r. in R° xlvij*'* in Item London', 
•r. Wilk/mo Blakemore, xli. Et r. in xlvj^ in Salopm. 
Ricart^o Leche, xli. Et r. in E** xlvj. in Ees^ Surre/e. 
, Ric«r^o de Armis . 
. Eogero Archer . . 
. EoWto Makeney . 
, Willehno Man . . 
Andrew de Tyndale, 
. Jacobo de Dycheford' x li. 
. Roberto Maghfeld* . x 
. Johanni Cat . • . x 
. Johanni Leche . . x 
. Guidoni de Rouclyf * , , 
, Johawwi Wenlyngbourne 
. Thome Tyny .... 
. Thome de Maddyngle . G s. 

Joha^wi Wayte , . . C s. 
, Thome Loueden' . . , C s. 

Wille7mo Heruy , . . C s. 
. Henn'co de Almann* . . C s. 
. Wiilelmo de Gambon' . C s. 
Radulpho Elienore . . C s. 
Waltero Aubray . . . Cs. 
flohaiini Stygeyn . . . C s. 
Roge?^o Fymmoys . . . vj li. 
. Wilk/wo Whaplop' . . Cs. 
Joha7ini Braye , , , xl s. 
. Johcmni Duyk' . . . C s. 

Alano Palmer . . . . C s. 
. Wilk?wo de Brantynghcan Cs. 




11. 

II: 



Et r. in E** xlvij^ in Item London*. 

Et r. in E" xlvj. in Ees. Surreie. 
Et r. in E° xlvij° in Item London'. 

[Mem. 22,] 

Et r. in E** xlvij" in Item London'. 



^ g I Et r. in E° xlvj*" in Ees. London*. 



Et r. in E" xlvij" in Ite?» London*. 
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SolcLanm de Assh' , . C s, 

Miloni de Buxton' . C s. 

Joha?^?^i Pusy . . . C s. 

Thome de My W . . C s. 

Johawni Porchestr' . „ C s. 
. ^ohanni de Watford* . vij 

Sohanni Harwe 

WilleZ?wo Bukenham 

Eicanio de Kaundes, valecto 

Thome de Comberton' . . 
t WilleZwo de Notyngham . 

WiMelmo de Brompton' 

WilleZmo fitz Johau . 
. 'Rimrdo de Wengham 



Cs. ) 
Cs. 



Cs. 



Bicart^o Sampson • 

Ade Pursle . . . 
, Johanrai de Wedon' 

Eobe?'to de Certesey 

Hennco atte Watre . C s. 
. Eic«n^o Ballard' . . C s. 
. ^ohaimi Asphull' , , C s. 

WiWelmo Pusy . . . C s. 

Eicarc^o Aleyn . . . C s. 

WiWelmo de Hungerf ord' C s. 



Et r. in E** xlvj** in Ees. London'. 
Et r. in E** xlvij'* in Item London*". 
Et r. in E** xlyj. in Ees. London'. 
Et r. in E° xlvij** in Item London*. 
Et r. in E** xlvj*** in Ees. London'. 

Et r. in E° xlvij® in Ite?» London'. 

Et r. in E° xlvj*** in Ees. London'. 
. C s. ) Et r. in E*» xlvj**> in E«s. 

Cs. ) London'. 
Cx s. » Et r. in E** xlvij'' in Item 
XX s. ) London'. 
Et r. in E^ xlvj*° in Ees. London'. 

Et r. in E^ xlvij^ in Item 
London'. 
Et r. in E*i xlvj**^ in Ees. London*. 



Cs.l 



Wille/mo Debenham . C s. 

J oYianni Fyge . . . C s. 

WilleZmo Mordon' . Cs. 

Eogero Ferrour, valetto C s. 

Eicrtr^^o Penycotnbe . Cs. 
. Joha^im de I^orthfolk', pa^ri 

Eadzt?p/i0 Brunne C s, 

. ^oYianni Fauconer C s. 

Joha?2wi Bytrele C s. 

. Henrico de Cramf ord' . . . . C s. 

. 'SA.mrdo Brunne C s. 

. EadwZp7io Ferrour C s. 

Eicarc?o Fode C s. 

Eoberto Cheyne C s. 

Thome de Irby . . . Ixvj s. viij d. 

Thome Grene xl s. 

. Joh^^n?^i West xls. 

. Johanni de Kyngeston* . . . xl s. 

. Eogero Smale xl s. 

. Eoberto de Kyrkelyngton' . . xl s. 

. WilleZ?wo Perant xl s. 

. Solicmni de Wyght', Juniori . . xl s. 



, Cxiij s. iiij d 
Cs. 

I Et r. in E« xlvij** in Item London' 

I Et r. in E« xlvj*« in Ees. London'. 

I Et r. in R*^ xlvij« in Ite-m London'. 

C s. Et r. in E^ xlvj'^" in Ees. London'. 

Et r. in E° xlvj*° in Item London'. 

Et r. in E** xlvj**» in Ees. London*. 
Et r. in E^ xlvj'" in Ees. Surr'. 



Et r. in E** xlvj*° in Ees. London*. 



[Mem. 22, 2nd column] 



Et r. in E° xlvij" in Item 
London'. 
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Johawm de Kent xls. 

, Petro de Bourn' xxx s. 

. Johamzi <1e Thorton* . . . xxxs. 

Kogcro Chippes . . . xlvj s, viij d. 

'WiWelmo de Bayford' . . . xxx s. 

'Rimrdo Frere . . . xxxii'j s. iiij d. 

Gilberto de Aquar' . , , . xxx s. 

Eoberfco Loue xxxs. 

3ohan7ii Prentys xxx s. 

Johawwi Fraunceys .... xxx s. 

Heginjaldo de Coquina . . xiij s. iiij d. 

3ohanni de Mancliestr' xliij s. iiij d. 

Joh^^?^m Downe ...... Is. 

WilleZwio de Berkhampsted' 



Johanni Coiientre 
Thome Dephain , . . 
WilleZmo Baroun . , 
"Ricardo Shyrwynd' . . 
Willehno Walssh'man . 
Johamii de Walsyngham 

EobeHo Wychele . . 

Joharani de Hakboume 



Et r. in R** xlvij*' in Item 
London'. 



xiij s. iiij d. 
, xiij s. iiij d. 
xxx s. 
xxx s. 
xi^ s. iiij d. 
xxx s. 

xiij s. iiij d. 

xxxiij s. iiij d. 



'Ra.dulpho de la Bataill* . . xxx s/ 

Nicho^ao de Sande wych' xxxiij s. iiij d. 

Johanni de Wenghatn . xxxiij s. iiij d. 

Henr/co WafiFrer xxx s. 

Wille^mo de Cud worth' xxxiij s. iiij d. 

Johanni Hardyberd' . , . xxx s. 

IRicardo Merlawe . . xxxiij s. iiij d. 

Thome Maydenstane . , . xxx s. 

Roberto Hunt, Baker . . iij s. iiij d. 



Et r. in R^ xlvj*° in Res. 
Korff. 

Et r. in Rot«*lo xlvij* in 

Item London'. 
Et r. in R** xlvj*<* in Res. 

London', 



Et r. in R* xlvij^ in Item 
London'. 



62. 

1370, April 25. — The haJf-yearly pay)nent of Geoffrey CJiaueer^s 
annuity, to Walter WalssL 

[Issue Koll, Easter, 44 Edw. Ill,, m. 3.] 

§ Die Jouis, xxv*^ die Aprilis. 

Galfnd^us \ GalfnWo Chaucer, valiec^o Bsgis, cui Domiuua 'Rex xx 
Chaucer. / marcas a,miuas ad ScaCQarium ad totam vitam suarn 
pe?*cipiendas, pr(9 bono semicio per ips«m eidem Domino 
Regi impensa, per hYeras suas patere^es nuper concessit : In denarns 
sibi Hhera^iis, 'per manws Walteri Walssh*, in persolttcionein x mavcanmi 
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sibi liherandai'um de hnhwiiodi ce)*to suo, videlicet, de tenaaino 
Pasche ^oxiino preterito, per breue suu?» de liberate, inter mmdcita 
de hoc te?*ini«o vj li. xiij s. iiij d.^ 

63. 

1370, June 20, — Chaneer, going to parts beyond the sects, has letters 
of protection till Michaelmas, 

[Patent Roll, 44 Edw. III., p. 2, m. 20. Godwin, App. vii.] 
De pm- \ GalfnV:?us Chaucer, qui in obsequiuwz Regis ad partes 
tecc^'one. / t?'ansmari/ia^j profectur^^s est, haftet k'^eras Regis de pro- 
tecciowe, cu?» clausula * Volumze^,' vsqz^e ad festu??i Sa?icfi 
Mich«eZis proximo futum??i duratura*. 'Piesentihm^ e#c. Teste Reye, 
apud W^imona^sterium^ xx. die Junij. 

Per ip«2«n Regeni. 

64. 

1370, ITov, 28. — r/ie hcif-yeaniy payment of Geoffrey Chaucm-^s 
annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 45 Edw, III., m. U.] 

§ Die Jouis, xxviij** die TSowmnMs. 

GalfriVZus \ Oalfri^o Chaucer, vallecto Hospici; Ber/ita, cui Dmniwm 
Chauncer. J R<?aj xx maveas annz^as ad Scaccan*?/m ad totam vitani 

suam percip*ewcfa5, pro bono S6riiic?!o per ips?tm eidem 
Do??^^no ^egi impenso, per k'^eras suas patew/es nuper concesi^'^ : In 
denarm s*7>i libera^^'s, in ^er^olucionem x mancarum de hxiiusmodi 
certo sue, widelicet, de termi?io Michoe/is proxmo pretenYo, pe?* bre^e 
suu?» de liberate hoc termino vj li. xiij s. iiij d, 

65. 

1371, Dec. 1. — Cfhaucer receives two half-yearly payments at once of 
his annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Mick, 46 Edw. IIL, m. 14.] 

§ Die Lune, primo die Decemb^^5. 

Galfr^'^us \ 6alfr^(^us Chaucer, vallec^ Hospice}' Regis, cui Dom^'nws 
Chaucer. / Rex xx niarca.? annwas ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam 
suam percipienda.?, pro bono seruicio per i^sum eidem 
Domno Re^r^* impenso, jier k'^eras suas patentee nuper concemY : In 
denariis sibi liberatis, per manus pj-oprzas, in ipe7*&olucionsm xx 
marcarum sibi liberanda?'wm de hniusmodl certo sue, videZ^ee^, de 
termms Pasche et Sawc^i MichaeZis iproximo preteritis, per brewe 
suu??i de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc te?*mi«o xiij li. vj s. viij d. 



^ This is translated in Devon's Issue Rolls of this year. 
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66. 

1372, June 5. — The half-yearly payment of Geoffrey Glmucer's 
annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 46 Edw. III., m. 16.] 

§ Die Sabba^i, qi^mto die Jum}'. 

Galfridus \ Galfr^'t^o Chaucer, Armigero Ee^is, cui jyominm Rea? xx 
Chaucer. J mavcas annwas ad Scaccarmm ad totam vitam suam 
percipiendas, pro bono seniicio pe?' ipswm eidem Dmniuo 
Bsgi impenso, per L'^eras suas patenfces nupe?' concessit : In denarm 
sibi liheratis, in ^r^olucionem x mavcarmn de \i\x\usmo(U certo suo, 
wididicetf de termiwo Pasche proximo ^rreterito, per hrem de liberate, 
inter manc^a^a hoc temino ... ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

67. 

1372, Aug. 30. — A pmslon of £10 a year is granted to Philippa 
Chaucer by the Duke of Lancaster, 

[Dachy of Lancaster Registers, No, 13, fol. 159 d.] * 
Pur Philippe \ Johan, par la g?'ace [de Dieu Eoy de Castille et de 
Chause. / Leon, Due de Lancastre,] e^c, A nosttc trescher et b^en 
ame Clerc, Sire William de B[ughbrigg'], nos^re 
'Receyvoiir general, Saluz. Come nous de nostra g?*ace especiale, et 
^nr le bon et agreable semice que nostre hien ame Damoysele 
Thtlippe Chause ad fait et ferra en temps auenir a noe^^^re treschere 
et tresame compaigne la Reine, auons g?'antez a ly .x. litres par an, 
apprendre annuelement tanqz^e a nous plerra, par les maines de 
no5^re 'Receyvour general qui p^^r le temps serra, as termes de Saint 
Michel et de Pasques par oueles porcions : Voulons et vous mandons, 
que des issues de vostvc receit paiez et deliuerez au dit Philip les 
ditz .X. liyres par an annuelement as termes susditz, tanqwe vous 
auerez autre mandement de nous receu, e^c. Done, e^c. a Sandwicz, 
le .XXX. io2«r dougst, Ian e^c. xlvj. 

68. 

1372, Nov. 12. — Gommission appointing Jaines Provan,John de Mari^ 
and Geoffrey Chav^^as envoys to treat ivith the Dulce^ Citizens^ 
and Merchants of Genoa, for the purpose of choosing some port 
in England toh&re the Genoese may form a commercial estab- 
lishment, 

[French Roll, 46 Edw. III., m. 8» Eymer, vi. 755. Godwin, App. viii.] 

^D^nuHCT/^^^^^ B^eXy vniversis et singulis, ad qvLonim nofciciam pr^- 
cui» Ducf Jaiiue!/ sentes U'^ere peruenerint, sal?/tem. Noueritis qz^od nos, 
de fidelitate et circumspecctowe prouida ^ilectomm et 
^ This is the [first] Register of John of Gauat.— W. D. S. 
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fideliuw nostrom7n Jacobi Pronan, Johannls d6 Mari, Ciuis Janu- 
ensis, et Gt9]fridi Chaucer, Scutiferi nosiri, plenam ticluciam repor- 
tantes, ipsos Jacobu??^, Johaw/iem, et GeliTidum, et duos ipsomm, 
quomw p?*efatum Joha?mem vnuw esse volumes, Ifuncips et 
p^'ocuratores no6-^ros facim?^^ et constituimzi*' spectales : Dantes et 
cowtmittentes eis plenam, tenore presencium, potestatem et maiidatum 
speciale tractandi pro nob^5, et nomine uostio, cum nobill viro, 
I)o??imico de Campo Fregoso, Duce Januensi, et eius Consilio, 
necuon Civibm, probis hominih^is, et Communitsi.iQ Ciuitatis Janue ; 
super eo, videh'cefc, quoi ijdem Ciues, et probi hommes ac Mercatores 
eiusdem Ciuitatis iuhabitactOTiem suam in aliquo loco seu villa aliqua, 
supe?' costeram maris in regno nostra Angk'e, pro applicac*owe carri- 
CBiYum et nauium dic^e Ciuitatis, cum bonis et mercandisis eomwdem, 
Ciuiu??i et Mercatonim, aptam et competentem habere valeant; 
necnon super franchesiis, libertatib^^s, immunitatibws et priuilegiis 
eisdem Ciuib?*^ & Mercatoribw^ ad dtc^wm locum et alibi in dictum 
regnuw nostmm causa mercandisandi accessurzs vel moraturis per 
nos concedendt^; et ad nos de omnihus & singulis, que sic inter nos 
et ipsos Ducem & Consilium suum, ac Ciues, Mercatorea, et Gommtir 
witatem, tractata fuerint, distincte et aperte certificand%?n. In cuius 
etc. Datwm apud Westrnmiasteriwriy xij. die iN'ouembr?^, anno Tegni 
nostri Franc}e tricesimo tercio, vegni vero nostn Angk'e quadragesimo 
sexto. 

69. 

1372, ITov. 24. — The half-yearly payment of Ohaucer^s annuity. 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 47 Edw. IIL m. 11. Nicolas, note D.] 
§ Die Mercur^', xxiiij*^ die Nouembm. 

Oalfr^'^^us \ OalfncZo Chaucer, vallec^o, cui Domixm^ Rea? xx marcos 
' Cliaucer. / annz^os ad ScaccaW^m ad tota??i vita??z suam percipiendas, 
pro bono servicio per ipsum. eidem Dommo Ee^^ impenso, 
per kYeras patewfes nuper concessit : In denarm sibi libera^ts, in 
^rsolmionem x mskvcarum .de hxdusmodi certo suo, videh'cet, de 
termi/io MichoeZis p?*oxmo pretenYo, per brewe suum de liberate, inter 
manda^a de hoc t^iaino vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

70. 

1J72, Dec. 1. — Payment to Chaucer o/66?. 135. id. for his expenses 
in his mission to foreign parts on the King^s secret affairs, 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 47 Edw. IIL, m. 13. Nicolas, note D.] 
§ Die Mercur*y, primo die Decembr*^. 

GalfnVZus \ 6alfrz-io Chaucer, Armigero Eeg^'s, misso in sec^e^^s 
Chaucer, j negoczVs Dommi Regis versus partes transmarinas, de 
quibtts idem DommMS Rea? ipswm Galfr^£^Mm onerauit : 
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In Ae^nariis sihi liheratts, per manus propna^, super expense suis per 

hrem de p?'*uato sigillo, intea* manda^a de hoc te*Tni?*o 

Ixvj li. xiij iii j d. ; vnde 

Respondebit. 

[This is followed by a paj^ment of 20^. on account to William de Gun thorp 
for Antonio de Aurea, of Genoa, who had been charged with certain secret 
affairs by the King and Council.] 

71. 

1373, May 1. — Order by John of Gaunt to his Wardrohe-keeper, to 
deliver a "buttoner^' [md] six silver-gilt buttons to Fkilippa 
Gliaucyy seemingly as a New Yearns gift, 

[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, No. 13, f. 195.] 
Johan [Roy de Castille et de Leon, Due de Lancastre,] e^c, A 
nos^re trescher et hien ame Clere Sire de Yerdeburgh', Gardein 
de nostre grant Garderobe, saluz. Vous mandons, qe vous facez 
deliuerer a jiostve hien ame Amye de Melbourn* DClxiij perles de 
plus grant sort de perles, et M^DClxxiij perles de tierce sort 
de perles, et v M^DCCClviij perks dun meyndre sort [de] perles, 
resceuz pardeuant de la dite Amye par endentwre. Item, a 
Aleyne Gerberge, damoieelle nostve treschere compaigue, DCxxvj 
perles del second sort, et M^DClx perles del tiercz sort, resceuz 
pardeuant de la dite Amye. Item, a nostre tresredoute sieur et piere 
le Eoy vn hauap' dore oue couercle • . . . le iot^r de Ian Eenoef. . . . 
Item, a nostte dite compaigne iiij botons de singlers dore. . . . Item, a 
"Bhilippe Cliaucy vn botoner, vj botons dargent swrorrez, resceuz de 
Amye de de [sic] Melbourn* susdite. , , . Fesant endentwres parentre 
vous et les ditz Amye et Aleyne, tesmoignantz les choses queux vous 
issint a eux deliuerez, par les quelles et cestes noz le^^res portantz a voz 
comptes nous voulons qe \ous soiez deschargez enue?*s nous par garrant 
de cestes noz lettres de touz les choses auantdit?. Done, etc, a nostte 
Manoir de la Sauuoye, le primer iour de May, Ian xlvij. 

72. 

1373, May 23, — QJiaucet^s account of receipts and expenses for his 
journeys to Genoa and Florence, from 1 Dec, 1372 to 23 May 
1373. 

[Exchequer L. T. R. Foreign Accounts, 47 Edw. HI,, forula C.]^ 
De BBC/jpr/s, mis/s, et expsns/s p/joficisoendo in negociis EfiOLSf 
vosus [partes] Jannue et Florbnc/s anno quadragbsimo 

SEPTIMO. Ver GALFB/DW CHAU[CER]. 

CoMPOTUS Galfr^6^^ Chaucer, Scutifeii, de veoeptis, Y&diis, et 

1 Referred to by Mr. P. J. Mather in The Nation^ Oct. 8, 1896, p. 267. On 
the same membrane is the Account of Chaucer's fellow Esquire, Geoffrey 
Styuecle, " Armigeri Regis," who was sent to the parts of Flanders " for the 
King's affairs," and who made "two voyages." His original Accounts are 
also extant, but Chaucer's are not. See p. 176. 



184 A.D. 1372-3. chauceb's Oerioa and Fliyrence journeys. 



expenses per ipsum in seruicio EegiV nuper factis proficiscendo in 
negocm Regis versus paj^tes Jannue et Florenc^e, anno xlv\j**, p^ 
breue Eegis de ptuato sigillo, datww xj° die Nouembm, eodem 
anno, ThesaurariOy Baronibt£^, et Camerams huius Scacca^'ij directum, 
iiwtulatum in Memorand^s de termino Sancti Michae/is, anno xlviij**; 
per quod brewe Eex mandauit eisdem ThQsauj'ario et BaromhiiSj quod 
computent cum predicto Galfrzc^o, per ssicramentum sumn, de quodam 
viagio per ip^'wm nupe/- facto in seruicio Eegis versus partes Jannue 
et Florencie, pro quibwsdam secretis negocijs Eegis, allocando p?'efato 
GalfrzJo pro toto d^'c^o viagio, a die quo iter s\mm arripuit de 
Londomo, vsque ad suum redire ibidem, talia vadia per diem, qualia 
aliis scutiferis eiusdem status similite?* enndo in nuncio Eegis ante 
hec tempora allocate fuerunt, vna cum custubws ra^^'onabilibw^ pro 
suis passagio et repassagio maris, ac de nuwcijs que ipse fieri fecit, 
certificando Eegem de negociis supradicfis. Et de eo quod per com- 
potum ilium eidem Galfr^do racionabiliter deberi inueiierint p?'efati 
Thesaurarziis et Camerar^' ipeum OtBlbidiaxi 8olucto»em de theaauro 
Eegis habere isLcei^ent 

Eecepm. — Idem reddit eompofum de Ixvj 11. xiij s. iiij d. reoeptie 
de Thesawrario et Camerarm, ad Eeceptam Scaccarij, primo die 
Decembr««, termi?^o Michae?is, anno xlvij", per manus propnas, super 
expens^> ipius Galfr^fl, missi in secretis negocijs Eeg^'s versus partes 
transmarinas, sicut contmefwr in pelle Memovandorum, ad eandem 
Eeceptam, de eisdem termiwo et anno, ac eciam in quadam cedula 
de partjiculis, quam liberauit in thesauvo, Et de xxxiij li. in precio 
CCxx fLoTenorum, precio cuiush'&et flore^it iij s., x^c&ptomm de Jakes 
de Fronan, Milite, xxiij^ die Marc^j^ anno zlv^°, super ezpens^ff 
predic^isy sicut f^ouUiietur ibidem* 

XX 

Swmma ^Rjocepte — ^iiij xix li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Expense. — Idem computa^ in vadijs suis proficiscendo in dict\s 
negocijs Begis, a p^isdtc^o pnmo die Decembr^^, anno xlvj^ ^nienie^ 
quo die iter suum arripuit de Londoma versus partes prediGtsus, 
vsque xxiy" die??i Maij proximo sequentem, quo die rediit London^, 
per Clxxiiij dies, scikeet, eundo, morando, et redeundo, vtroq«^e die 
computato, capiente per diem xiij s. iiij d. — Cxvj li., per brewe 
p?'ed?c^wni Eegis, sicut continetur in dicta, cedula de particwlis. Et 
in passagio et repassagio suo, hommum et equorwm suorwm — xxxs., 
per idem brewe Eegis, sicut continetur ihidem., Et solutt tribw5 
nuncijs Eegem de dictls negocijs suis per diuersas vices certifi- 
cantib2£^ — vij li. x s., pe^* idem bret^e Eegis, sicut continetur ihidem, 

Sumnia expenaamm — Cxxv li. Et habet superplus^i^toi — ^xxv IL 
vj s. viij d. l5e quibz<5 haftiturus est soluctowem vel satisfacc«o/iem 
aliu?2de pretextu hreuis Eegis de p?'mato sigillo annota^i supra in 
titulo huius compo^i. Quod quidem hreue xv^ die Nouembris, anno 
xlvij^ Eegis lEdwardi tercij, liberauit Thesawran'o et CamerareV* 
ad iieceptam Scaccanj, [See No. 75,] 
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73. 

1373, June 27. — Account of the Keeper of the Wardrobe of the 
King's Household, from 27 June 1371 to 27 June 1373, con- 
taming particidars of the Winter and Buminefi* Robes ddiv&t^ed 
to members of the Household, including Chaucer^ as a "scutifer'* 
of the King*s Chamber.^ 

[Exchequer Q. R. Household and Wardrobe Accounts, ^ji,] 
Varticuim Compo^^ Henrici de Wakefeld*, Custodis Garderobe 
Hospicij B^gis, de leceptiSf liberaciowibMs, et Expeim* in eadem 
Garderoba fac^is, necnoa de vad*i^ guerre solutts Hugoni Eastolf 
et Johanni fratti suo a xxvij** die Junij anno xlv vsque xxvij. diem 
Junij anno xlvij", per visum et testimonium Johannis de Ipre, Con- 
tmrotulatorts eiusdem Garderobe Kegi$, scih'cet, de duobMs annis. 

[f. 380 EmPC/O KQUORlTJIf. 

WilWmo Cosyn et Johanni Waltham, p/*o denartYs per ipsos solut/* 
pro equis per ipsos erapt^^ de diumis ad opus Regis pro guerra, et 
liheratis Aueuarw pro aometarlis et chariot de Camera Regis et 
diu^^'sis Officm Hospicij eiusdem infm tempus huii^^ compoti, vide- 
licet : — ^Alicie Burston' de Hull', pro viM equis, quorz^m duo nigri, vnus 
badius, vnus badius hm&inSf duo nigri, vnus rube?^, et vnus falovre, 
xxiiij li. Willelmo Bolle de Larkestok', pro v\j equis, quort^m duo 
albi, duo nigri badjy,^ yn^g gvkius pomell*, vnus dosius, et vnus 
veyron', xvij li. vj s, viij d. . . . 

[f. Fboda & Robe. 

Johanniy Donlino de Neuyir, Baneretto, Heneschallo Hospici}* Regis, 
pro f eodo suo pro anno present* xlv***, xiij li. vj s. viij d. Eidem, pro 
Tobis suis yQmaUbm et estiuah'2>Mtf, x li. xiij s. iiij d 



Stiiiannx Herlyng', Sohanni de Beuerle, Walte?*o Walssh', Petro de 
Cornubia, Elmyngo Leget, Roberto de Corby, Nicho?«o Daprich- 
court, Johanni Salesbury, Thome Hauteyn, Hugoni Cheyne, 
6alfr^^0 Chaucer, Galfn't^o Steuecle, Simoni de Burgh*, ^dimundo 
Rose, Johanni de Thorpe, Thome de Hertfordingbury, Hugoni 
Lingein, Nicho^ao Prage, Ricarcio Torperle, Johanni Korthrugge, 
Hanino Narret, WilleZmo Archbald*, Johawwi atte Welle, Thome 
Prest, Willelmo Purcell', ISHoardo de Armis, 'BSmrdo Waffrer, 
Roberto Makeney, Roberto Magh'feld', Thome Forcer, Johanni 
Leche, Roberto Louthe, Johanni Beleuall, Waltero Tyreir, Petro 
de Preston*, Rogero Archer, Ricardfo Stanes, Johanni Gatenoys, 

1 A parchment book consisting of 88 leaves bound in parchment, and in 
excellent condition. The greater part of this book is occupied with the 
accounts of the daily expenses in the Household, after which follow the 
' Dona,' * Eleraosina,' and ' Feoda,' etc. From the last of these divisions the 
following extracts are taken. — W. D. 8. 

2 A black bay is a dark bay with black points (mane, tail, legs, hoofs). 
LIFIS-BEOORDS, IV. 13 
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Henrico de Almannta, Jacobo de Dycheford*, Jolia?mi Cat, V7il- 
\elmo Beurle, Johcmni Joce, EobeHo Bardolf, Rogero Mareschair, 
Gilberto Talbot, Georgio Felbrugge, Thome de Stanes, Johanni 
Beauchamp', Johaiini Dauys, Johanni Iselbam, Johanni Goderyk* 
fih'o, Roberto Yrsewyk', Roberto la Souche, WilleZm Foxle, Petro 
Rods, Rogero Palyngrugge, 'Nicholao Braithwait, Johanni Torell', 
Johanni Archebaid', Gerardo Robussart, et WiHelmo Adderbury, 
scutiferis Camere Regis, ^dmundo Chesthunt, Tristrem Leghes 
et Golynet Fauconer, Falconarws Regis, cmLibet eomm xl s., pro rohis 
Cf.48, do suis jemBlihus et estixxBlibus, Cxxxli. Rogero de Clebury, 
pro Yohis suis ymelibus [sic], xxvj s. viij d. Joha7ini Holand' et 
WilleZ??fcO Cbalmesle, vtriqwe eorwm xxs.,pro vohis suis estiuak7>ws, 
xl s 

It «.] Fbod^, ^bk, et Caioiatuiu. fof H.1bwSrfeld.] 

Johawni Doniino de I^'euylle, Baneretto, Seneschallo Hospicy Regis, 
p?'o feodo suo pro anno pr^enti xlvj*^, xiij li. vj s. viij d. Eidem, 
pro Tohis suis yemBlibus et estivLBlibus^ x IL xiij s. iiij d. . . . . 

• • r 

Johanni de Herlyng', Johanni de Beuerle, Johrt«m Romesey, 
Wsltero Walssh', Petro de Cornubia, Elmyngo Leget, Roberto d© 
Corby, I^icho?ao DaprichcoMrt, Jobami de Salesbury, Thome 
Hauteyn, Hugoui Cheyne, Gsilfrido Chaucer, Galfr^c^o Steuecle, 
Simoni de Burgh', Waltero Whithors, Johanni Chiual, Johatmi de 
Thorp', Thome de Herfcfordingbury, Hugoni Lingein, !N'ichoZao 
Prage, "Ricardo Torperle, Joha?^?^i l^orthrugge, WilleZ??io Arche- 
bald, Johanni atte Welle, WilleZiJio Purcell', Ricar<io de Armes, 
Bicardo Waffrer, Roberto Makeney, Roberto Maghfeld', Tho?ne 
Forcer, Johanni Leche, Roberto Louthe, Johanni Beleuall', Waltero 
Tyrell', Petro de Preston', Rogeix) Archw, Eicard!o Stanes, Johanni- 
Gatenoys, Henrico de Almannia, Jacobo de Dicheford', Joham»i 
Cat, Wille???io Beurle, Joh«n;ei Joce, Roberto Bardolf, Rogero 
Marschair, Gilberfco Talbot, Georgzo Felbrugge, Thome Stanes, 
Joha?mi Beauchamp', Johanni Daneys, Joharmi Iselham, Johanni 
Goderik filio, Roberto Vrsewyk, Roberto la Souche, WilleZmo de 
Foxle, Petro de Roos, Rogero Dalyngrugge, Nicholao Braithwait, 
Johawni Toreir, Johanni Archebald', Gerardo Robussart, WilleZmo 
Adderbury, Rogero Cheyne, Edm^nc^o Chesthunt, Tristrem Leghes, 
Colynet Fauconer, et Johanni Pauele, cuik"6et eoYum xl s., pro xohis 
suis YemaUbus et estiualibm, Cxxxiiij li. Rogero de Clebury, pro robis 
suis yemalibuSf xxvjs. viijd. .... 

74. 

1373, Sept 29. — Extract from the Account of the Sheriffs of London 
and Middlesex^ shoioing Chaucer^ s discharge from the £10 
received by him at the commencement of the war. 

[Pipe Roll, 47 Edw.III.] 
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LONDONIil : MlBBLESEXIA. 

Ciues London^e — Mcho?aus Brembre & Johannes Phelipofc, 
Vicecomites Londonze & Middlesexie, de hoc anno xlvij^ pro eisdem 
CivibMs — leddunt compotum [&c.] 

Item Londoma. 

'Bjdkdulphm de la Bataill' [debet] xxxs, de p?'estito per ips?/m 
iQceptos in prmcipio guerre super vadns & expens/s suis anno xliij" 
ihidem [i. e. , in campoto Henr^c* de Wakef eld^ Custodta Ganderohe 
Hospici/ Kegz's], 

Eicar/ius Medford' debci^ x li de consimili prestito ibidm, Sed 
non debet ind© Bnmmonerij pea* bre«e 'Regis de prenato sig*7?o, irro- 
ttilatum in l&emorandis de awwo xlviij** ^egis hui«5, temiwo Hilla;*?}*, 
directum Th^mwario & Barom&z^, pro predicto Eicart?o & aliis 
conte7^t^5 in eodem 'breui, per qwod Eei^r mandamY Baron«&ri5, qwod 
ipswm Eicarc?«m & dlios c^Qmlihet de x li. ad Bcacmrium Gssmerent 
et qmetum esse is^iaTd. — ^Et qmetus est. 



^ed non debe?it inde sum- 
moneri, per hreue "Regis 
allocatur Eiacardfo de 
Medford supra. — ^Etquieti 
sunt. 



Galfrit/us Chaucer debe^ x IL de con- 

Bimili pr^stito ibid^jn. 
Joha^iwes N'orthrugg' debe^ xlL de cons* 

prestito ibide??i. 
Simon de Bukenham debe^ x li. de cons. 

prestito ibidem. 

[There are many other similar entries.] 

75. 

1373, Kov. 11. — W7*U to the Treasurer y Barons, and Ohamhm'- 
lains of the Exchequer to pay Chaucer for his journeys to Genoa 
and Flo)*ence. 

[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Boll, Mich., 48 £dw. III., Brema, m. 14.] 
§ Adhuc Breuia directa Baronibiw de Scoccario termiwo Michoelis 
anno xlviij Regis Edwardi tercij. 

Tur Oeffirey Chancer. 

Edivard, par la grace de Dieu, etc., As Tresorer et Barons et 
Chamberleins de no^^re Escheqer, saluz, Nous vous niandons qwe 
vous acontez par souw serement ouuesqwe nostvQ ame Esquier Geffrey- 
Chaucer du viage quel il fist nadgaires en no^^re seruice alant ve;*s les 
parties de Jeene et de Florence pur acunes noz secrees busoigues, 
allouant au dit Geflfrey pur tout le dit viage, du iour qil sen de- 
partist de nostre Citee de Londres pur celle cause, tanqwe a son 
retour iUoeqes, autieux gages le iour com sont allowez a autres esquiers 
de son estat alantz semblablement pardela en nostre message auant 
ces heures, ensemblement ouesqt«e coustages resonables pwr souw 
passage et repassage de la mere, et aussi de messageres quels il fist faire 
par celle cause deuers nous, pitr nous certifier de noz bosoignezs 
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susditzs. Et de ceo que vous trouerez resonablement duz au dit 
Geffrey par mesme laconte, vous auantditz Tresorer ei Chamberleins 
lui facez faire paiement de nosixe tresoier. Done souz nostre priue 
seal, a WestmovMerf le xj. iour de Nouembre, Ian de nostie regne 
dengletere quarante septisme, ei de France trent quart. 

Hoc brewe liberator ad Receptee Scaccarij quintodecimo die 
^ouembris indorsatum sic : — Pretextu hnitts brewis computatum est 
ad Scaccarium CompotoiM/n cum GBlSrido Chaucer infrascripto de 
Heceptis, vadm, et expens^5 per i'psum in se?Tiicio Regis fac^is 
proficiscendo in negoc^^V 'Regis versus partes Jannue et Florenc^e 
anno xlvij® B^gis l^dwardi tercij ; qui quidem compotus ixxotulatur 
xotulo xlvij^, 'Rctulo Com^torum.'^ Et debentt^r eidem Ghtlf^o per 
eompo^ttw prcdectttm — xxv li vj s. viij d. 

76. 

1373, Nov. 22, — Half-yearly payment of CJmmer^s annuity, he being 
described as a yeoman. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 48 Edw. III., m. 9. Nicolas, note E.] 
§ Die Martis, xxij. die KovembnV, 
Gal&i^us \ ilMtrido Chaucer, vdleoto, cui Domimts liex xx maxcas 
Chaucer. / annteo^ ad Scaccar^wm ad totam vitam suam percipiendos, 
pro bono seruicio per ipswm eideni Domino Hegi impemo, 
per kYeras suas ^a,tentes nuper concemY : In denariis sibi liheratis, per 
manws propreas, in ^ersolitcionem x marcarwm se&i libe^'andarwm de 
\iW\usmodi certo suo, vide^ice^, de termiwo Pasche proximo preterito, 

per brewe suum de liberate, inter manda/a de hoc ^ermino 

vj IL xiij 8. iiij d. 

77. 

1374, Jan. 20, — Enrolment of a Writ of Privy Seal directed to the 
Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer, by which the repayment 
of tlie mms advanced by the King to Chaucet* and others is 
re^nitted,^ 

[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, 48 Edw. III., Brevia, Hilary, m. 3.] 
§ Adhuc Breuia directa Baronibz^^ de termiwo ^ancti Hillar^* 
Anno xlviij" Edwardi tercij. 
Tur Richard \ Edward, par la grace de Dieu Roi, etc. As Tresorer et 
Medford* et V Barons de nostve Escheqer, saluz. Cum de no^i^re 
altres. J grace especiale eons pa?-donez a noz ames se/niantz 
Richard' Medford', Johan Carp', Richard' Thorp', 
Johan Saresbirs, Wauter Walsh', Roger Clebury, Thomas Hauteyn, 
OefBrey Chaucer, Getfrey Styuecle, Johan I^orthrugg', Symon de 
Bukenham> Thomas Forcer, Thomas de Stanes, Esmon de Tettes- 

1 See No. 72. 

2 The sum remitted to Chaucer in this writ is the £10 advanced on account 
of the war in France in the 43rd year of Edward III. (See No. 61.) 
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worth', Johan Godryk', Johan de Gosden', William Archebaud', 
Robert de Erhith', Johan de Cokfeld', Johan atte Well*, Boger de 
Bouyndon', Ferr4)ur, Johan Pury, William Blacomore, Richard' des 
Arnaes, Roger Archer, Robert Makeneye, William Man, Andreu de 
Tyndale, James de Dychef ord', Robert Maghfeld', J ohan Kat, Johan 
Leche, Hugh' Strauley, Robert Ferers, Esmon Rose, et Richard' 
Leche, cest assauoir, a chescun de eux, les dys liures es queles il 
nous est tenuz come par lui receues dapprest de noz deniers sur son 
regard ou ses gages de guerre de Tiostte ame Clerc Henry de 
Wakfeld', Gardein de no^^re Garderobe, Ian de no^^re regne Dengle- 
tevQ quarant tierz : Vous mandons q«e chescun des dites Richard', 
Johan, Richard', Johan, Wauter, Rog^r, Thomas, Geifrey, Geffrey, 
Johan, Symon, Thomas, Thomas, Esmon, Johan, Johan, William, 
Robert, Johan, Johan, Roger, Johan, William, Richard', Roger, 
Robert, William, Andreu, James, Robert, Johan, Johan, Hugh', 
Robe?'t, Esmon, et Richard', facez descharger de les dites dys liures 
ensi pa?' lui receues, et quiter ent, et aussi le dit Henry, enuers nous 
a no^^re Escheqer susdit. Done souz nostre priile scale, a West- 
momter^ le xx. lour de Jaauer, Ian de nostve regne Denglotc^'e quarant 
septisme, et de France trent quart. 

78. 

1374, Feb. Payment to Geoffrey GJiaucer, the Kiiig^s Esquire^ of 
25Z. 6s. M., for his loages and expenses in going to Genoa and 
Florence, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 48 Bdw. III., m. 20. Nicolas, note B.] 

§ Die Sabba^i, quarto die 'Fehmay^j. 

Qalftidus \ Qslfrido Chaucer, armigero 'Regis, in denariis s^6^ 
Chaucer, j lihenitis, per manus ipropriast in i^yrsolucionem xxv li. vj s. 

viijd. sibi debiton*w . per compotum secuw fac^%m ad 
Scaccfinum Cojupotorwrn de rocep^«s, vad^*tf, et expens^^? per ipsum in 
serviicio IRegis iaotia proficiscendo in negOQiis liegis versus partes 
Jannue et Florencie mmo xlvy xxvli. vj s. viij d. 

79. 

1374, April 23. — King Edward III, grants Chaucer a j^^^^her 
of wlfie daily, to be received in the port of London at the hands 
of the King^s Butler. 
[Patent Koll, 48 Edw. III., part 1, m. 20. Kymer, vii. 35. Godwin, App. ix.] 
Pro Q^Xbido Chaucer. 
Rea;, OTCim^ous ad quos, eta., salwtera. Sciatis, q«*od de grac/a 
nostvQ. specmli coneessirn?*s dilec^o armigero no«^ro, OalfnV^O Chaucer, 
vuu?» pycher vini, p^rcipiend'/m quoli6et die in portu Ciuitatis 
uostvQ London/e, per mauus Pincerne no&'^ri v^el heredum *nostvQmm 
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T^ro tempore existentis, vel eiusdem Pinceme locunitenentis, ad 
totam vifcam ipsius OalfirM. la cuius, e^c. Teste Ee^e, apud 
Wyndesore, xxiij. die Apiilis. 

Per hvem de priuato sigillo. 

80. 

1374r, May 10. — Ohat&cer obtains a lease from the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of tJie City of London of all the 
" iinamion " above the gate of Aldgate, 

[City of London Eecords, Letter Book G, fo. 32LT 
Vniue?*sis ad quos prgsens scri'ptum indentatwm peruenerit Adam 
de Bury, Maior, Aldermanni et ComwM?iitas Ciuitatis Londome, 
saltttem. Koueritis nos, vnanimi assensu et voluntate, concessisse et 
dimisisse per presentes Galfrido Chaucer totam mansionem supm 
portam de Algate, cum domibus superedificatis et q2«odani celario 
subtud eandem portam, in parte austraZi eiz^dem porte, cum suis* 
pertinewcziff : Ha&endwm et tenewdwm tota?/i mansionem p'/-ed/c#am, 
cum domibwi? superedificatis, et dicto celario, cum suis pertinewenV, 
prefato Galfrido, ad totam vitam eiusdem Galfr^'c^i. Et p?'ed^c^us 
G-alfr^'c^us totam mansionem p?'edzc^am, ac domos eiusdem, quociens 
neeesse fuerit, in om«ibM.s suis necessarm sustentabit et reparabit 
competenter et sufficienter, sumptib?^^ ipsius QHtxidi, per totam vitam 
eiusdem Oalfr/^i Et bene licebit Camerario Gylialde Londonie, qui 
p/*o tempore fuerit, quociens sibi videbit^r expedire, ad inirandium 
mansionem et domos predict^** cum pertinewms, ad eas super ui- 
dend^^ni, qwod bene et competenter et sufficienter sustententur et repar- 
ent?^r, vt p^ed^cf^^m est ; et si pj^edic^us GalfrMus pred^cta5 mansio- 
nem et domos non sustentauerit nee reparauerit competenter et 
sufficienter, vt premittitwr, infra quadraginta dies postq?*am per 
eundem CamerariM??* ad hoc faciendum requisitus fuerit, qwod tune 
bene liceat prefato Came>*ar^(? pred^c^^/m Galfr^dum totaliter inde 
expellere, et easdem mansione?/*, domos, et celarmm, cum pertine^iCiV^, 
in manu?7i Ciuitatis reseisire et reassume/'e ad opus Gommt^Tiitatis 
pred^c^e, et eas in pristino statu suo tenere ad opus eiusdem 
Co?^^??^w?^&*tatis, sine cont?*adicc^o??.e quacunq?te. Et now licebit prefato 
Galfr?!Jo mansionem, domos, et celariw?/^ p?'edzcta, nee partem inde, 
nec statu7?i suum inde, alicui dimitte?*e. Et nos, pred^c^i Maior, 
Aldermanni, et Gommim\idi& nullum carcerem inde pro presonibtt* 
ibidem custodiendis fieri faciemws durante vita predict! Oalfn'cZi, set 
nos et successores nostn easdem mansionem, domos, et celarium, cu?» 
suis pertinewcw'^, prefato Galfrido ad totam vitam eiusdem Galfridi 
in forma predtc^a warantizabimM« ; hoc tamen excepto, qwod pro 

^ For a translation of this document see Biley's Memorials of London and 
London Life, a.d. 1276-1419, pp. 377-8 (ed. 1868); also Appendix to Trial 
Foretvorda, i. 
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tempore defensionis Ciuitatis predic^e, quandocu?^q^^e necesse fuerit, 
nobis 6t successorib?i5 no^Ms mansionem et domos predzcUes bene 
licebifc iatmre, et de eisdm disponere ordinary pre; eodecn tempore, 
prout nob/5 melius tunc videbitwr expedite. Et post decessum 
eiusdem Oalfridi pred/cte mansio, domus, et celariu?w, caw suis 
perfcinertaVs, nobis 6t successoribw* nos^ris integre reuertentiir. In 
cui^i^ rei testiwiomz^m tarn sigillum co??imune Ciuitatis predzc^e q^/cem 
sigiliu?}^ predec^i Gal&ic^i presentibz^s indenti^/'is altd/*natim sunt 
appeasa. Datum in Camera Gyliaide Ciuitatis pred/c^e, decimo die 
Maij, anno regni Beg^jf £dv(rardi temj post conquesto??} quadiagesimo 
octauo. 

8L 

1374, June 8. — Chaucer is appointed Comptroller of the Custom 
and Sahsidy of Wools, Hides^ and Wool-fells in the Port of 
London, 

[Patent Roll, 48 Edw. III., p. 1, m. 7. Rymer, vii. 38. Godwin, App. x.] 
De officio Con- ] Ec^, Onxaihus ad quos e^c, salwtem. Sciatis, qMod 
trmotz^latoris |- coucessim^ dilec^o nob^^ OaLfr^'t^o Chaucer officiu?» 
concesso. j Contrarotulatoris Custume et Subsidij Imaixum^ 
coriom?^, et pelHum lanutarurn, in Portu Loudon^e, 
ha6end«??i qwamdiu nohis placue?it, percipiendo in officio illo tantwm 
quantu7?i alij Cont?motulatores Custume et Subsidij huiusmodi in 
Porta predic^o hactenus pe/'cipere consueuerunt : Ita qwod idem 
QtdXbidwA rotulos suos, d*c^wm officium taugentes, manu sua propria 
scribat, et continue moretwr ibidem, et omwia que ad officiu??^ illud 
pertinent in pi'opria persona sua, et non per substitutum suum, faciat 
ei exequatur, et q^xoil altem pars sigiili, quod dicit^^r Coket, in 
custodia ip^ius Galfr^'e^i remaneat, q««amdiu offiGiu9» ha&uerlt 
sup?*adi^'ci(//m. In cuius e^c. Teste 'Siege^ apud Westmona^fdjwm, 
viij. die Jun//. 

Per bre2^ de priuato sigi7^. 

82. 

1374, June 8 and 12. — Chaucer is appomted Comptroller of the 
Cusf-om and Subsidy of Wools, etc.j and also Comptroller of the 
Petty Customs of Wines, etc, in the Port of London; and he 
appears in the Court of Exchequer to take his oath. 
[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, Trin. 48 £dw. III., ^ecorda, m. 1 d.] 
Adhac Co?»mtt?iia de termiwo Sawcfe Trinitatw Anno xlviij** 
Keg/fi Edwardi tercij. Adhuc Kecorda. 
London/^ — IjIter^ Eegis patentes irrotulate. 
Edwardus, Dei gracza Rex AngU'e et Francze, et Dominus Hibernie, 
Omnibus ad quos presentes Uteve peruene?"int, salwtem, Sciatis, q«fiod 
concessimt^ dilecto nob&£fGalfiri(fo Chaucer of]ficia tamContrarotulatoris 
Custume et Subsidij lanarw/», coriortf?», et pelliu//j lanutar?w*^, qwam 
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Contrarofculatoris parue Custume yinovum, ac trium denariorwm de 
libra, necnon pannorw/>i et aliarwm mercandisamm quarMWCUuiq?*e 
custumabilium, per mercatores tarn indigenas quam alienigenas nobis 
debitor2*m in Portu Londome: TLahmda qwamdiu nobis placumt, 
percipiendo in officiis illis tantum quantum alij Contmrotulatores Cus- 
tumamm huiusmodi inPorfcupr^d^cfo hactenus percipf^re consueueruni : 
Ita qt^od idem OMSridw rott^los suos dicta, of&cia tangeutes manu sua 
propria scribat, et continue moretz*r ibidem, et omwia que ad officia 
ilia pe?^tinent in propria persona sua, et non per substitutum suum, 
faciat et exequat?^r : Volentes, quod tarn altera pars sigilli not'^ri quod 
diGitur Coket qwam altem pars alterius sigiili nostvi pro paruia 
Custumis deputati in portu predtc^o in custodia p?*ed^c#i Qalfr^'^^i 
remaneant qwamdiu officia haftuerit suprad/c^a.. In cuiMs rei 
testimonium has literas nostta/s fieri fecim%« patentes. Te^^e me ip«o, 
apud Westmonasteriumf viij. die Junij, anno re^w* nostri AngUe 
quadragesimo octauo, regni vero nostri Francic tricesimo quinto. 

Per brewe de priuato sigillo. 
Et p?'edic^us Galfn'c^us, presens in Cavia xij" die Jnnij dicta anno 
xlviij°, prestitit ssLcm^nentum de bene et fideliter se ha5endo in officio 
pred^c^^ qwamdiu, etc, 

83. 

1374, June 13. — Grant hy John of Gaimt^ Dake of Lancaster^ 
to Geoffrey Chaucer of £10 a year for life^for his own and his 
wife* 8 services, 

[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, No. 13, f. 90.] 
Joha?i, [par la grace de Dieu Roy de CastiUe et de Leon, Due 
de Lancastre,] e^c. Faisons sauoir qzee nous^ de no^^re grace especial, 
et pwr la bone etc, \i, e, la bone et agreable service] que nostr& hien 
ame OeSray Chaucer nous ad fait, et auxint pwr la bon seruice qtie 
nostve bien ame Ph^Z^/?pe, sa fem?ne, ad fait a no5^re treshontire Dame 
et Miere la Koyne {que Dieu pardoigne), et a no^^re tres-ame 
compaigne la Royne [de Castille, etc.], auons graunte au dit GeSray x 
livres par an, a terme de sa vie, appretidre annuelment le course de 
sa vie durant, a no^^re Manoir de la Sauuoye, pres de Loundres, par 
les mayns de no^^re Rece^owr general, q'ore est, ou qi pwr le temps 
serra, as termes de Saint Michel ei de Pasques, par ouelles porcions. 
En tesmoignance etc. Done e^c, a Sauuoy, pres de Londres, le xiij 
iour de Juyn, Ian xlviij [48 Edw. III.]. 

84. 

1374, July 6. — Two half-yearly payments of Ghaucer^s annuity, and 
Jive of his wife's, all paid at once to Chaucer himself, 
[Issue Roll, Easter, 48 Edw. IIL, m. 12.] 

» Qu. for * officiis predictis/ But the Patent KoU of the same date (No. 81) 
says nothing about the OontroUership of the Petty Customs, which Chaucer did 
not obtain till 8 May 1382. 
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§ Die Jouis, vj*** die Jiilrj. 
Oalfnc^ns \ OalfnWo Chaucer, armigero Begis, cui Dominm [Rex] xx 
Chaucer. / moxcm mnuas ad ScaccanMm ad totam vitam sua??i 
percipiendo^, pro bono seruicio per ip^m eidem Dommo 
Regi impen^o, per It^eras suas ^tmtes nuper concessit : In denarits 
sibi liberat^i^,^ ^er raanws pro^nas, in partem soluc^ms xx marcarM>» 
sibi liberanda?^m de hniusmodi certo suo, videlicet^ de termems Sawc^i 
Mich^e^is et Pasche proximo preteritis, per brette suum de liberate, 
inter raanda^a de hoc raanda^a 2 ... ... ... Ixvjs. viijd. 

'Philippe \ 'Philippe Chaucer, vni domicellamm Philippe, nuper 
Chaucer./ B^egine Angh'e, cui Do7ninm Rex x marcas annwa* ad 
ScaccsLrium ad totam vitam suam pe?'cipiendas, piv bono 
seruicio per ipsam eidem Ee^me impen^o, per Mteras suas patentes 
nuper concern^ : In denams sibi liberat/5, per mant^^ eiusdewi 
Oalfr^'e^i, In persolucionmn xxv marcar^m sibi liberandarw7/^ de 
hmtisinodi certo suo, videZicet, de termiwo Pasche mm xlvj*, termzms 
Smc^i Mich^eZis et Pasche arnio xlvij^, et ternimis Bancti MichaeZis et 
Pasche proximo p?*eterit4^, per bre<^e suum de liber«/e, inter mandata 
de hoc termi7^o xvj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

85. 

1375, Jan. 20. — Extract from tJie Duke of Lancaster's warrant to 
John de Yerdeburgh, Clerk of his Great Wardrobe^ to pay 
Oham&n^ 8 pension {among others). 

[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, No. 13, f. 224.] 
Johan, [par la grace de Dieu Roy de Gastille et de Leon, Due de 
I^ncastre,] e^c, A nos^re tres ame Clerc Sire Johan, vt supra [Sire 
Johan de Yerdeburgh', Clerc de nostre grant Garderobe], saluz. 
Pource qf«e nous voulons que certainz gentz desouz nomez soient paiez 
de les sommes souz escripta, en et par la manere quensuit, vcrn mandons 
qt£e des issues de no^^re Beceit paiez et deliuerez a . . . . Item a Geffrey 
Chacy x livre^? par an, as termes de Saint Michel et de Pasques par 
ouelles porcions, comenceant le prim^??- paiement a le fest de saint 
Michel derrein passe. . . . Done al Manoir de la Sauuoye, le xx. iour 
de Januer, Ian xlviij [48 Edw. III.]. 

86. 

1375, Jan. 24. — 2%ree hcdf -yearly payments of Ohaucer^s annuity; 
and one half-yearly payment to him of his wife's annuity, 
[Issue RoU, Mich., 49 Edw. III., m. 12.] 
§ Die Mercury/, xxiiij. die Januar//. 
Oalfrie^us \ QHhido Chaucer, armigero Regis, [cui jymnimm Bex] xx 
Chaucer. / marca« &smvas ad Scaccan'ttm ad tot«m vitam suam 
percipienda8, pro bono seruicio per ip^wm eidem Domino 
^ Sibi liberatis is repeated. 2 . should be " tennitioJ* 
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[Eegi] impenso, per h'feraa siias pate«/es nitper conceWf / In denams 
sibi liberates, pe?* mantt* propms, in ^rmludonem xx marcarwrn sibi 
libe?*anda?'Mm de huiMsmot?*' cerfco suo, videl/ce^, de tenninis MicliaeZis 
et Pasche anno xlviij", per brewe suu?» de liberate, inter mandata de 
hoc termino ... ... ... ... ... ... ... xli, 

Eidem Galfrido : In denar/ts sibi liberaU*$ in ^erBolucionem x 
marcarwrn sibi libe?'andar2i?Wr de lammmodi ceHo suo, videlieet, de 
termino MichaeZis proximo pre^erito, per brewe in proxma particz*la 
superiw5 allegatw?/^ ... ... ... ... yj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

ThiUjjpB, \ "Philippe Chaucer, vni domicellamm "Philippe, nuper 
Chaucer. / Ee^me AngKe, cui Dominm "Rex x msLVcas axmuas ad 
Scaccarmm ad totam vitara suam pef*cipienda$, pro bono 
seruicio per ipsam eidem Re^^ne impen^o, per litems suas ^B,tentes 
nuper concemi^ : In denanV^ sibi lib^ratis, per manus eiusdewi 
Qs^idiy in ^r^olucionem v m^ncarum sibi liberandf«v/w^ de 
\imusm()di certo suo, videlicet, de t^^rmino Sa^c#i Michae/is ^ro^imo 
preter/^o, per breue suuw de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc termino 

Ixvj s. viij d. 

87. 

1375, May 15. — An advance of 408. to Gliatieer on account of Jiis 
AnnuUy. 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 49 Edw. III., m. 8.] 
§ Die Martis, xv*' die Maij. 

6alfn'£?U8 ) Galfr?Ho Chaucer, armigero Re^/s, cui Dominm Rea? xx 
Chaucer. J marcos dinmias ad ^caccanum ad totam vitam suam 
percipiendrts, pro bono seruicio per ip^t^m eidem Do?wino 
'Regi impenso, per litems suas pater^^es nuper conce^si^ : In denarn"^' 
sibi liberat?^, per manus propria^, de prestito super huitmnodi oerto 
suo ... ... ... ... ... ... xl s. ; vnde 

Respondebit, 

88. 

1375, July 26. — Ac-counts of John de B&rnes and Nicholas de 
Brembre^ Collectors of Oustmiis and Subsidies^ undm* tits survey 
of Chaucer, from 2%th Feb,, 1374, to this date. 
[Exchequer, L. T. R., Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 8, m. 62.] 
RB3SIDUUM de AnTIQUA CuSTUMA in PoRTU LONDONIABD-Jf. 

Compotus Johfm?us de Bernes et NichoZai de Brembre, ColIectorM?n 

CM^tvixwarum et Snhsidiormn pred^ctor?«7^ [Regis] in Portu et locis 
predic^is [abinde ex vtraqwe paHe Thamisze vsqwe Graueshende, et 
ibidem, et exinde \sqiie Tillebury, et ibide??z,] per brewe 'Regis patens, 
datum XXV j** die Febimr*/', anno xlviij°, penes ipsos Collectores 
remanens, videlicet , de exitibtt^ Custume et ^xxbMij lanartt??^, 
pelliu??* lanutar^4/?^, et coriorum, a pred«c^Q xxyj*" die Yehruarij, dicto 
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anno xlviij**, ante quern diem p?'edic#us Johannes de Bernes, Collector 
Cn&tnma^'um et SMhsidto7mm ipredictorum, inde com^utauit supra/ 
vsque festum Sancti MichaeZis iproximum sequens, per visum ei 
testimonium WiUdmi de Leght' et (hJfridi Chaucer, successiue 
Contrarotulatoris eom?jdem Custumarwrn et Svibaidiorum ibide?». 
A quo quidem festo ijdeni Collectores sunt inde computaturi. 

[The total sums received from various sources are then set out, "the 
Controller's Boll of particulars being referred to several times, but it is not 
extant.] 

***** 
8um7na Recepte — xiij M* CCCC xxvj li» xviij s. vj d. 

***** 
Et prefatis Contrarotula^onft2^ p?'o vadm suis per idem tempus, 
x]Lf sicnt Mocaium est in compotis 'precedentibua, Et in locac^orae 
vnim domws ad dic^am Custumam in eadem colligenda?>i, et pro aliis 
necce5«ariis in eadem faeiend^s, per idem tempus, Ixs., sicut 
alloca^wm est in com^otis ^recedentihtis. Et in stipend«(? vnins 
batillar^;' custodient/s Aquam Tha^lis^e per idem tempus, xl s., sicut 
allocatum est in compofis precQdentibus, Et deben^ xiiij s. Et 
lespondent in Itotulo P, in Ad hue 'RQsiduu7n Londome.^ 

Compotus ipy'edictorum Johannis et Nicho^ai, Collecto7'um Cus- 
tvixaariun et Subsidiomm predictorw?;i in Porta et locis pred^cfis, p-sr 
brette "Regis patens datmn xxvj'® die Yehvuarijj anno xlviij^, super 
hunc com^otum lestitutt^m ; yidelieety de exitibus Custume et Bnhsidij 
lanarum, ^eMium lonutarum, et ooriomm ibidem, a festo Sanc^i 
Michae/is, anno xlviij® liniente, vsqt*e xxvj" diem Jnlij ^oximum 
seqwen^, per visum et testimonium Qeiitidi Chaucer, Contrewotulaton's 
Cnstiimamm et Suhaldiormn 'Regis ibidem, videlicet, de tribw^ 
quarterns anni et xxvij dieb^fs. A quo quidem xxvj*** die Jub}', anno 
xlix., T^'edictm NichoZaus et Wilk/mits de Walworth*, Collectores 
ibidem, sunt inde computaturi. 

***** 

Siimma Recepte — ^xx Millm CCCClxiiij li. xixd. ob. qua. * * * 
Et quieti sunt. 

[No payment to the Comptroller is mentioned in this seoond account.] 

89. 

1375, Aug. 2L — John Chaucer's conveyance to Aubr&y again 
ineMioned. 

[Husting Eoll, 103, No. 180.] 
Deed by John, Aubrey, executor of Andrew Aubrey, and son and 
heir of the said Andrew, selling and granting to William Haldene 

1 i, <?., on the same membrane. 

2 These last two items occur alao in succeeding accounts. There is nothing 
about Chaucer in the Collectors' further account in Pipe Roll, 50 Edw, III. 
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and nine others {inter ailia) all those tenements which his father had 
of the grant and sale of John Chauser, hrother and executor of 
Thomas Heyron, formerly citizen and yintner, in the parish of St. 
Mary of Aldermariechirch. Dated at London, 21 August, 49 
Edward III. 

90. 

1375, Oct. 20. — Two half-yearly payments of Chaucer^s and his 
wife^s annuities, made to Chaucer hiinself, 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 50 £dw. Ill, m. 5.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xx** die Octobr/s. 
Oalfn<ius \ Galfr/c?o Chaucer, cui T)oniinm 'Rex xx marca^ ann«*«s 
Chaucer. / ad ^mcmrium ad totam vitam suam percipienda^?, p?-o 
bono se»'uicio ^er ips7/m eidem Idomino Regi impenso, vel quousq?*^ 
pn> statu suo alitor fuerit p?-ouisu?H, per li^eras suas patentes 
nuper concern^ : In denarm sibi libemt*^, per rmmis p?-oprwia, in 
persoluc/owew xx mavcarum sibi liberandanem de livlusmodi certo 
suo, videlicet, de temmis ^anctx MichczeZis et Fasche proxmo 
preteritis, pe7' brewe suum de Wb&rate, inter mandafa de hoc termmo 

xiij li. vj s. viij d. 

VYLilipp\M&^ 1 YhilippB Chaucer, nuper vne^ domicellarMm Camere 
Chancer. J Thilippe, nuper Regine AngkV, cui Dominus Rex x 
marcas ann2^a^ ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam suam 
percipiendo^, pro bono seruicio pe7- ip^ain eidem Domino Regi im- 
penso, vel qnou8q2^e p'o statu suo aliter fuerit prpuisuwi, per Kferas 
suas patentes nuper concessit : In denarti!^ sibi liberate*, per msintis 
dicti G-alfr2^i, in persolucionem x marcamm sibi Hberandaniwi de 
hmusmodi certo suo, videKce^, de termmis Sawc^i MichaeZis et Pasche 
l^roximo pretetitis, per bret^e suuw de liberate, inter mandaZa de hoc 
termiwo , vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

91. 

1375, N'ov. 8. — Gliaucer, as Setitifer Regis,^' gets a grant of 
the custody of the lands and person of Edm^und Staplegate, of 
Kent, aged 18, who aftei^ards paid Ohaucer £\0i for Ms ward- 
ship and marriage? 

[Patent Roll, 49 Edw. III., p. 2, m. 8, Godwin, App. xi.] 

^ See No. 108, posL The Inquisition p. m. of Edmund Staplegate, 16 April, 
46 Edw. Ill,, 1372, states that he held the manor of Bylsyngton, in Kent, of 
the King, by the service of rendering three cups {ciphos) of " maple '* at the 
King's Coronation ; and that he also held 7 messuages, a grange, and 15 acres 
of arable land in Canterbury and its suburb, of the King, in burgage and in 
gavelkind. Edmund Staplegate was his son and heir in respect of the manor, 
aged 18i years. The same Edmund and John and Thomas his brothers, aged 
9 and 5 years, were heirs to the Canterbury property ; but Chaucer had the 
wardship of Edmund only, * Sic 
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Pro OalfriV^O \ Eex, Omwibiw e^c, saltttem. Sciatis, quod de gracia 
Clutucer. J nostra, speetaXi commisimiw dilecto scutifero no^^ro, 
Oalfi^o Chaucer, custodiaw (mnium terramvi et 
tene^nentorum cum pertine?icus que fuerunt Edmundi Stapelgate, 
defuncfci, qui de nobis tenuit in capite, et que per mortem eiusdem 
Edmundi et raclone minoris etatis heredis eiusdem Edmundi in 
manu no^^ra existunt : habendam, cum omnihus ad custodiam illam 
spectantibieA', vsqwe ad legitimam efcatem heredis pred^c^i, vna cum 
maritagio eiusdem heredis sine disparagac«OMe, ahsque aliquo nob^'s 
inde reddendo seu solueudo pro custodia et maritagio p?'ed/c^is ; ita 
quod idem QalftidxiB yastu?^ et destruccionem in eisdem terris et 
teneinentts non faciat, set s«ruicia realia et omma alia one^'a eisdem 
terris et imementis incumbencia faciat et sustentet, qwamdiu custo- 
diam hafeuerit suprad^c^am. In cuius etc. Teste Bsge^ apud West- 
monastermm, viij. die Kouembri^, 

Per brewe de priuato sigillo. 

92. 

1375, Kov. 15. — Account of Nicholas de Bremhre and William de 
Walivorth, Collectors of Customs and Subsidies^ under the sui'vey, 
of Chaucer^ frmn 27th July to this date, 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Boll 8, m. 62 d.] 
Compotus NichoZai de Brembre et WiHelmi de Walworth', 
Collectoruni Cnstnmamm et 8nhsidio7mm liegis in Portu Londome 
et in singulis portibws et locis abinde ex vtraqwe parte Thamisie wsque 
Grauesende, et ibidem, et exinde ex parte Essex* xsque Tillebury, et 
ibidem, per htem 'Regis patent, d&tmn xxvij® die JuUy, anwo xlix", 
super hunc oompotum resttitatztm, yiddicet^ de exitibiis Custume et 
Subs^'e^^' hinamm^ ^Uium lanutarum, et Goiionm^ a xxyj^ die Jul^', 
anno xlix^, ante quern diem Johannes de Bemes et predicts 
Nicho/aus de Brembre, nuper CoUeefores ibiderw, inde compt*^arww^ 
alibi in hoc RoMo, vsq^e xv. diem 'Noneinbris proxw?iMm, per visum et 
testimonium Galfn'cZi Chaucer, Conirarottdatoris eorwwdem Custum- 
arum et ^nbsidiorwn Regis ibidem ; quo die Eex, per brewe suum de 
nmgno sigillo, manda?a^ eisdem NichoZao et WilleZmo, quod Johanni 
Warde et Roberto Girdelere, quos Rex per hYeras suas patents nuper 
assignauit ad Custuma^ et Subsic^i'a lanaru?H, conorum, et pelliu?n 
lanutarz^m ibidem colligendia et leuanda, et ad opus suum recipienda, 
et ad sigt'ZZt^m quod dicitt^r Coket in Portu predtc^o custodiendt^m, 
dictum sigillum B^i^ et omnm alia officium illud tangencia et in 
custod/a sua existenc^a liberent, et quod se de officio illo vlterius in 
aliquo non intromittant ; videlicet, de vno qwarterio anni et xxj 
diebm A quo quidem xv** die 'Nonembi^is, anno xlix*" fimente^ ijdem 
Johannes et Robertus, CoUec^ores ibidem, sunt inde computaturi. 

4c 4( 3|( 3|C 

SwmjHa Recepte, jy MiUi'a Cixli. vs. ij d. qua. * * * Et 
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prefato Contrarotulatori -pro vadiis suis per idem tempus, xj li. v s. 
viij d. ob., ixxxta mtam x li. per mnum * * * Et quieti sunt, 

93. 

1375, Dec. 28. — Grant to Chaucer of the wardship of the heir of 
John Solys, a tenajit of the heir of Thomas de PonyngeSf tenant 
of the King in chief 

[Patent Roll, 49 Edw. Ill, p. 2, m. 4.] 
Pro Galfr/c?o\ R^;^, Omnihus ad quos etc,, sslutem, Sciatis, quod de 
Cliaucer. / gracm nostra speciali concessimws dilecio Armige?'o 
nostro, Qalfrido Chaucer, custodiam quinqwe solida- 
tamm redditus cum -pertmeneiis in Solys, quas Johannes Solys,^ 
defunctus, tenuit die quo obiit de herede Thome de Ponynges, 
defuncti, qui de nob^ tenuit in capite, infra etatem et in custodia 
nostm existente, per seruicium militate, et que per mortem predzcfi 
Joh.a7in\Sf et raaone minoris etatis Ixeredis sui, in manu nostm 
existunt : ha^endaTTz, cum omnihiis ad custodiam illam spectantibz^, 
vsque ad legitimam etatem dicfi heredis prefati Johamzis, vna cum 
maritagio eiusdem heredis pred^c^i Johannis absq2^ disparagaciowe, 
sine aliquo pro dictis custodia redditus predec/i aut maritagio reddendo 
vel soluendo : Ita semper quod -pro tempore quo -predictus Galf rictus 
d^c^am custodiam pred^'cti redditus sic ha&uerit, inueniat iuxta ratam 
eiusdem prefato heredi pred^c^i Wiilelmi [sic] competentem sustenta- 
cionem, et f aciat et sustineat seruicia realia et omTzia alia onera incum- 
bencia redditui supradzc^o. In cuius etc. Teste Jtege, apud Chil- 
dernelangele, xxviij. die Decembre^. Per bre2^e de priuato Qigillo* 

94. 

1376, May 31. — Half-yearly paymenhi of Ohaucer^s asad his wife^s 
annuities J to himself 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 60 Edw. III., m. 8.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xxxj** die Maij. 
6alfr/(2as \ Oalfrzc^o Chaucer, valleci^o, cui Damium £e;e xx maxcas 
Chaucer. / annm^ ad ^oacmrium ad totam vitam percipienda^, pra 
bono seruicio ^ per ipsum eidem Dommo Ee^i impenso, 
per kVeras suas patew^es nuper concesseV : In denarm sibi liberat^a, 
per assignact^)^^e??^ s^'6i fac^am isto die, in per&olucionem x mavcarum 
^ibi l\berax\daru7n de Imiusimdi certo suo, yidelicet, de termi?io 
Pasche -proximo preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, inter* man- 
data de hoc termiwo vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

^ There is no luquisition on John Solys, but there is one on Thomas de 
Ponynges, in 4:9 Edw. III. He had lands in Sussex, Kent, Suffolk, and Korfolk. 
" Solys " seems to have been Soles Manor in the parish of Nonington, Kent, of 
which Hasted gives a short account. He says the family of **de Solys" died 
out soon after this date ; so Chaucer's ward may have been the last of that name. 

2 *< Ter Si??'uicio " (sic) occurs here, by mistake. 
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'Philippe, \ Thilippe Chaucer, nniper vni de domicellis Camere 
Chaucer / 'BllUippe, nuper iiegine Angiie, cm Dominus IRex x 
marcas annwas ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam suam per- 
cipiendas pro bono seruicio per ipsam eidem Ph^7^j9pe nuper impenso, 
vel quousqwe pro statu sue aliter fuerit ^romsum, per litems suas 
patentes nupe-/* concess^Y : In denams sibi libe?^ati5, per manus 
predicti Oalfr/tii, viri sui, in persolucionem v maxcartmi sibi liber- 
andar^w?^ de h2*i?*smoc?* certo sue, Yidelicet^ de termino Pasche 
•proximo preterito, per breue suum de libe?'a^e, inter nmnda^a de hoc 
termrwo Ixvj s. viij d, 

95. 

1376, July 12. — Ohaucer ohtains a grant of the price of wool forfeited 
by John Kent, of London^ who had exported it to Dm^drecht 
without paying custom. 

[Patent Roll, 50 Edw. III., p. 1, m. 5. Godwin, App. xii.] 
Pro Galfn't^O \ Rear, Ovanihus ad quos e/c.,-sal«tem. Sciatis, q«od 
Chaucer. / de grm'a no^^ra spec?'ali concessim^is dilecto armigero 
nos^ro, Oalfr^'^o Chaucer, sexaginta et vndecim libras, 
quatuor solidos, et sex denarios, de precio septem saccorww et 
dimidij, trium petranm, et siax librarm lane, nohis iomimt^ktum pro 
eo quodi Joha^zf^es Kent, de London^a, lanas illas -v^ue Durdraght 
absqz^e custuma seu subsidio nobts inde solutis, sen licencia inde a 
nob^'i' ha&ita, dtixit, et quani quide?n sum??iam versus ip^m Johaw- 
?2eni ex causa predfc^a recupe)'auimw5, vt dicitwr ; hah&xidiOS de doBo 
no^iro. In cuiw* e^c. Teste Re^e, apud Westmo?zas^mwm, xij. die 
Juk}'. Per iptfwm Begem, nunciante Rogero de Bello Campo, 

Camerario Rege'j?. 

96. 

1376, Oct. 15. — Account of John Warde and Robert Girdelere, 
Collectors of Customs and Subsidies^ under the survey of Ghav^^ 
frrnn 29th Sept (sic),^ 1375, to this date. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Hell 8, m. 62 d.] 
Compotus Johannis Warde et Roberti Girdelere, quos Rex per 
brei^e suu??^ patens, dat2*m xxx° die Septembr^^, anno xlix®, sup^ 
hunc compo^Mm restitutum, assignauit ad Custumam et Subsidiu//^ 
lanamwi, Gonprum, et peWium iBmitarum in Porta London^!?, et in 
singulis portub?*5 et locis abinde ex vtraq?/e parte aque Thamisie vsqwe 
Grauesend*, et iMdevsi, et exinde ex parte Essex' vsqwe Tillebury, et 
ib*c?em, viAdicet^ de quolibet sacco lane de indigenis 1 s., e^ de alieni- 
genis liij s. iiij d., et de ({uihusMbet CCxl p^Wihus lanutis de indigenis 
\^,^et de alienigenis liij s. iiij d., et de quolibet lasto corij de indigenis 
C s., et de alienigenis viij*^ marcas, leuanda et colligenda, et ad opus 
Regis recipienda, et ad sigillu??! Regis quod dicitwr Cokett' in Porta 

^ The previous CoUectorB had accounted down to 16 Novi; sbe No. 92. 
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i^redicto custodiendum, quamdiu Regi placuerit, ita qwod de exiidbm 
inde ^ouenienttbtis Regi ad Scaccarium suum respondeant^ yidelicet, 
de Gxitibus eomndem Custume et SnhsidiJ Regis ibidem a festo 
^ancti Michae^is, anno xlix° finiente, ante quod festum i^'ichoZaus 
Brembre et WilleZmus de Walworth', Collectores eomndem Custum- 
Bxum et Sxxhstdiorum Regis inde computarunt inmediate supra, vsque 
xv]°^ diem Octobris, anno 1^, quo die pred/c^us Robertus cessauit 
[abl] officio predict, et Rex eodem die, per aliud hreue suum patens, 
assignauit predic^um Johannem. Warde et Bicardum de I^orthbury ad 
predicfa Custumam et SnhMium ib*«fem leuanda, colligenda, et 
recipienda, et ad d^ctwm sigillum Regis ihidem custodiendwwz, per 
visum et testimonium QBltridi Chaucer, Contrarotulatoris eoiundem 
C\x&twnarmi et Subsidiorum Regis ibidem, videlicet^ de vno anno et 
xvij diehm. A quo quidem xvj** die Octobm, anno V* finiente, 
ijdem Johannes et Rica7*c?us sunt inde computaturL 

***** 

Summa Recepte — ^xxv Milk'a CCC li. s. iij d. qm 
* * * * * 

Et prefato Contrarotulatori pro vadm suis per idem tempus, x li. 
ix s» ij d. ob. , ivixta latam x li. per annwm. * * * Et quieti sunt. 

97. 

1376, Ifov. 27. — Half-yearly payments of Chamer^s and his wife's 
annuities, to hifnself 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 51 Edw. III., m. 19.] 

§ Die Jouis, xxvij* die Nouembm. 

Oalfridus \ Gkilfrtc^o Chaucer, cui Dommt^s ILex xx rmvccus annuas 
Chauoer. / ad gcaccar^^em ad totam vitam suam percipiendo^, pro 
bono seruic^'o per ipsum eidem Dommo Re^' impenso, vel 
quousq?«e pro statu suo aliter f uerit prouisum, per UYeras suas patentee 
nuper concessit : In denarus sibi Wheratis^ per manw5 propria^, in per- 
BohxQ.iomm eiusdem certi sui, videlicet, termiwo Michae^is proximo 
preterito, deductzs vero xls. sibi liberatt^ de prestito super hui?i5??iocf* 
certo suo, videHcet, xv* die Maij anno xlix% per brette suuw de 
liberate, inter manda^a de hoc termino ... ii\j li. xiy s. iiij d. 

'£\dlipp9i>\V^Uipp^ Chaucer, vni domicellamm Camere Yhilipp^ 
Chaucer. / nuper Re^me Anghe, cui Dominm IRex x maxcas 2i.mmas 
ad ^mcmrium. ad totam vitam suam, vel quousqwe pro 
statu suo aliter fuerit prouisum, per ItYeras suas patentee concess^^ : In 
sibi liberatafa per mant<$ QtHhidi Chaucer, in ^er^olucionem 
V. mavcarum sibi liberandar2*m de hmusmodi certo suo, videl2cet, de 
termino MichaeZis proxmo preterito, per brewe smm de liberate, inter 
inanda/a hoc termino Ixyj s. viij d. 
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98. 

1376, Dec. ^Z,~Paynient to Ghcmeer, going on the King's secret 
affairs in the cmnpany of Sir John de Burlee, of 6Z. 13s. ^d, 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 51 Edw. III., m. 25. Nicolas, note G^.] 

§ Die Maxtis, xxiij** die Decembws. 

Solnanms \ Johawm de Burlee, Milifci, misso in secretis negociis Do- 
de Burlee. / mim 'Regis, de quibws per ipsum Dominum Regem extitit 
oneratus : In denarm sibi liberal, per manws propnas, 
in persoIuciowe?w xx maLTcamm quas Dmninus IRex sibi liberar* man- 
dauit pro vadi'w suis, per hreue de pvuato sigillo, inter manda^a de 
hoc ternii?JO ... ... ... xiij li. vj s, viij d. 

Oalfne^ns \ Oalfr/t^o Chaucer, arraigero Begis, misso ex p^ecepto 
Chaucer. / Domini IRegls in comitiua predict Johawwis in eisdem se- 
cretis negociis ipsiua Domini B^gis : In deimviis sibi libe- 
mtis, per mant*^ propria*?, in per8ol\xeioimn x marmmm quas D<wmntts 
'Rex sibi liberan' mandamY pro vskdiis suis, per brewe de prtuato 
sigillo in proxivia particwla superius allegatwm ... vjli. xiij s. iiij d. 

99. 

1377, Feb. 12. — Letters of Protection are granted to Olmiicer, to last 
till Sept 29, Jie being ahotU to go abroad in the Kin^s service. 

[French Boll, 51 Edw. IIL, m. 7. Godwin, App, xiii.] 
De pro- 1 Oalfn'c^us Chaucer, armiger Regis, qui in obsequium 
teccione. | TLegis^ in quibuadam secretis negociis Regis, ad partes 
transioar^m de precepto Regis profecturz^^ est, ha&et 
It^eras Regis de protecc^owe, cum ckusula • Volum«w,' vsq!*e ad f estum 
Sancti MichaeZis proximo futurw??i duraturaa. Presentib?«5, etc, 
Tetf^e Ee^e, apud Westmonastei^um, xij. die Februany, 

Per ipsiim Eegem. 

100. 

1377, Feb. 17. — Payments to Sir Thoinas Percy and Geoffrey 
Chancery sent to Manders on tlie King's secret affairs^ on account 
of their expenses, 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 51 Edw. III., m. 29. Nicolas, note H.] 
§ Die Martis, xvij® die VehrmriJ. 
Thomas de | Thome de Percy, Militi, misso in nnncium in secretes 
Percy. J negocus DomM Reg^s versus partes Flandn'e : In 
denar**?s sibi libej'at/^, per manws Johamis Godard, super 
expense suis, per brewe de priuato sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc 

termiwo xxxiij li. vj s. viij d. ; vnde 

Respondebit. 

LIFB-RECORDS, IV, 14 
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6alfr^Vi^^s ) GalfnWo Chaucer, Armigero Regis, misso in consiwiilem 
Chmem\ j imnciuni in secret^s negoms Domini Regi'g versus easdem 
pa?'tes FJandri'e : In denariVs sibi liberatis per mzuus 
propnas super expensis suis, per htem de priuato sigillo in proxw?a 
particttla superius aUegatow ... ... ... xli.; vnde 

Eespondebit.* 

101. 

1377, Feb. 17 — June 26. — Chaucer's enrolled Account for his two 
Journeys to Paris, Montreuil^ and elsewhere, 
[Exchequer L. T. R. Foreign Accounts, 3 Bic. II., ferula D, dorse.] 

De R^CEPTISj XADIIS, ET EXPENSrS P7JOFICISCENI>0 in DVOBUS VI AG///? 
FACTIS IN NUNQW ReGIS ^DWABDl TEBCIJ YERSVS PaEYS, MoN* 
STROILL', ET ALIBI AJ^^O U" ReGIS 'EdwARDI TEROIJ, 

Ver QkLTTLiDufiL [Chaucer]. 

CoMPOTus GalfrM Chaucer, scutiferi, de teceptisj va.diis, et 
expense** suis proliciscendo in duobMs viagiis per ip^wm nuper fac^is 
in nunc/<> Regis Ydwardi tercij, aui Rtgis huiw^, ad pav'tes exteras, 
sdHicety versus Parys', Monstroill', alibi, anno d/c^i aui Ij*, per breue 
'S^gis \vi\tis de priuato sigillo dat«m xxvj*** die Febn^an}' anno tercio, 
Tliesa^^ray'W? et Ba^on^5^/5 huitt^f Scaccanj directum, quod est inter 
CommtmxB, de te^^mino Pasche eodem anno; ^er quod bret^ Bex 
niandauit eisdera Themurario et Baromfei*^, qt^od coinputent cum 
prefato Galfr/c^o, per ^2iQxamentum suum, de diuersu- viagm per 
ip^um nupe?' fac^is in dzc^o obsequio eiusdem aui, eundo in nuncio suo 
ad partes p>*edic^as causa certorww negoc/orwm dtc^i aui tangenawm 
tractatus pacis, ac eciam de denar^Vs per ip^m Galfr/f^^^m recep^i**, 
causis p?*€dic^is ; faciendo eidem Qdlftido debitam allocaciowem pro 
tempo?*e quo extiiit in obsequio d/cd aui in viagt^^ suprod/c^is, a 
dieb?«i9 quib?^s idem Oalfrtc^us recessit de Londonwi aut a dicto 
auo super eisdem viaguV*, vsqwe ad suos reditus ad ip^m auu?« vel ad 
d/c^am Ciui tavern Londome, de talibz/5 vad/*5 per diem, vsq2<e ad 
su??imas denar/orwm per ip^m Galfr/c^um recej9to vel infra, qualia 
aliis scutifer^s eiusdem status simihVer eundo in nuncio dic^i aui ad 
dic^as partes transmarmo^ tempore suo allocata extiterunt, vnacu?» 
custubu^ rrtc/onabilib2i5 pro passagto ip^ius Galfric^i, et repassagto 
maris ; videZ/ce^, de \i\xmsmodi receph'^, vad/t?, et expens*^, vt inf 

Kecep^a. (Prestifca trahuntwn) — Idem xeddit Qom^tum de x. li. 
recepfis de Thesawrano et Cameran'is ad Eecep^am Scaccarij xvij" die 
February}*, te?*nuno MichaeZis, anno dicti aui Ij**, super expenses ip^?ius 
Galfr^^i missi in secretis negociis dic^i aui versus partes Flandrze, 
sicut coniinetur in Rotulo secundo Regis Ricar.ii secwwdi in Londonia,^ 
et eciam in quadam cedula de partic?^lis hie in Thesaurario liberata, 

* On 18 Feb. payments were made to John, Bi&hop of Hereford, and others, 
who were sent to Flanddrs " to treat of peace between the Lord the King and 
his adversary of France.'* ^ See No. 148, 
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Et de xxvj. li. xiij. s. iiij. d. receptis de eisdem Thesaurm^io Came- 
rarm ad Recepta^n predic^am xxx** die AprihV, te7^mio Pasche, dido 
anno Ij"*, super vadm ip^ius Galfree^i, similiter missi in secretis nego- 
ciia dicti aui ve^'sus pa^'tes Franc^e, Bicut continetur ihidera. 

Summa 'Recepfoi'mn — xxxvj. li. xiij. s. iiij. d. 

Expense. — Idem computa^ in vadm snis proliciseendo in nuncio 
"Rbgis versus partes Parys' et MonstroiU', a xvij'' die YehruarzJ anno 
predic^i aui Ij*^, quo die iter suuw arripuit de Londonia versus easdem 
pa?*tes, vsqt^e xxv, diem Marcij proxwwo seqwen^e/w, quo die rediit 
Londonia?^, scilicet, eundo, morando, et redeundo, per xxxvij dies, 
vtroqwe die computato— xxiiij. li, xiij. s. iiij. d., capiew^e per diem 
xiij. s, iiij. d., per pred/c^«^m hvem 'Regis annotatwm supra in titwlo 
hnim compo^i, et eciam in dic^a cedula de particwlis. Et in passagio 
et repassagio suo, howinum et eqnovmn swovtwi — xxxiij. s. iiij. d., per 
idem bret^e Eegi^-, sicwf conttnetur ib^V^em. Et in vadi/s dic^i Galfritfi 
similiter proficiscendo in dic^ nuncio Eegis versus partes Francie inter 
xxx"^ diem Aprilia anno dic^i aui lj° e^ xxvj. diem Jun?; proximo 
seque»fem, scilicet^ eundo, morando, et redeundo, pe^* xiiij. dies — 
ix. li. vj. s. viij, d.,'capiew^is per diem vt supra, per idem brewe Regi^, 
sicwi conti?2e^Mr ibidem, et sic?*^ hniumnodi vadia al[l]ocantz/r eidem 
Galfrw^o in compo^o suo de consimili viagio Rotulo xlvij^, Rotido 
Com^tormn, Et in passagio et repassagio suo, hominum et equon<m 
suorum — ^xx. s., per idem breue Begi^, sic2^^ conUfieiur ibic^em. 

Surama Expensa»*MWi — xxxvj. li. xiij. s. iiij. d. 

Et eq^. 

102. 

1377, Feb. to June.— :-/'Voissar^'s story of the negociations at 
Mmtreuil for peace between England and France^ and for the 
frmrriage of Prince Richard to a Frefock Princess; in which 
Chtmcer was employed by Edwm^d IIL 
[Chroniques de Sire Jean Froissart, ed. Bucbon, liv. i., chap. 385.] 
Environ le quar^>me,i se fit un secret traite entre les Anglois et les 
rran9ois; et durent les Anglois porter leur traits en Angleterre et 
les Frangois en France, et chacun devers sou seigneur le roi; et 
devoient retoumer, ou autres commis que le roi renvoyeroit, k 
Montreuil sur Mer ; et sur eel etat furent les troves ralongdes jusques 
au premier jour de mai. Si en all^rent les Anglois en Ajagleterre, et 
les Frangois revinrent en France, et rapport^rent leur traits, et 
recordkent sur quel ^tat ils s'^toient partis Tun de Tautre. Si furent 
envoy^s k Montreuil sur Mer, du c6t^ des Frangois, le sire de Coucy, 
le sire de la Rivifere, messire Nicolas Bracque et Nicolas le Mercier ; 
et du c6t6 des Anglois, messire Guichart d' Angle, messire Richard 

* The first day in Lent, in 1377, was 11th February, and Easter Sunday 
was 29th March. Johnes translates the first three words, ''about Shrovetide'* 
(10th February). 
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Sturi et JofFroi Chancier \^ et parlementerent oils seigneurs et ces 
parties grand temps sur le mariage du jov^ne Richard, fils du prince 
[de Galles], et mademoiselle Marie, fille du roi de France, et 
revinrent arriere en Angleterre et rapport^rent leur trait6 ; et aussi 
les FranQois en France \ et f urent les troves ralong^es d'un mois.^ 
* * )|( * 

A ces parlements et secrets trait^s qui furent assign^s en la ville 
de Montreuil, furent envoyes, de par le roi de France, le sire de 
Coucy et messire Guillaume de Dornians, chancelier de France. Si 
s'en vinrent tenir k Montreuil. De la partie des Anglois furent 
envoyes i Calais le comte de Salsiberi \sie\ messire Guichart d' Angle, 
r^veqne d'Herford et Teveque de Saint-David, chancelier d' Angle- 
terre.^ Et etoient 1^ les Iraiteurs qui alloient de Tun a Fautre, et 
qui poi'toient les trait^s, Farchevfeque de Eavenne et Feveque de 
Carpentras.^ Et furent toutdis leur parlenient et leur traite sur le 

* The English commissioners named in the royal commission, dated 20th 
February, 1377, did not include Chaucer, though he was sent to France only a 
few days befure. They were the Bishop of Hereford, John, Lord Cobham, Sir 
John Montaoru, banneret, and Master John Shepeye, doctor in laws. They were 
empowered to treat for peace with '*our adversary of France," and to prorogue 
the existing truce.— French Roll, 51 Edw. III. m. 7. Rymer, last edition, 
vol. iii. pt. ii. p. 1073. 

2 Les Chroniqites de France confirment ce temoignage. Suivant elles les 
trhves furent SloignSes de termes, jusqu'^ la Nativity de sairU JeanSaptiste. — 
J. A. C. Buchou. 

. ^ The second ro}'al commission, dated 26th April, 1377, was directed to the 
Bishop of St. l!)ayid'8. Chancellor, the Bishop of nereford, William de Montagu, 
Earl of Salisbury, Sir Robert de Asheton, the King's Chamberlain, Sir Guychard 
d' Angle, banneret, Sir Aubrey de Veer, Sir Hugh de Segrave, knights. Master 
Walter Skirlawe, Dean of St Martin's le Grand, London, aud Master John de 
Shepeye, doctors in laws. They, like the former commissioners, were em- 
powered to treat for the settlement of all disputes with Charles of France. 
Here again Chaucer is not mentioned, though he was,oiw?e more fent to France 
at this very time. —French Roll, 51 Edw, III. m. 3. Rymer, as above, p. 1076 ; 
and first edition, vii. 143. . \ ' 

There were three later commissions by Richard 11. , a;ll dait(id 16th January, 
1378, to Guichard d'Angle, Earl of Huntingdon, Sir Hugh Segrave, and Master 
Walter Skirlawe, By the first, they were empowered to negociate a truce with 
Charles of France ; by the second, to treat for a peace [at Bruges] ; and by the 
third, to treat for a marriage between King Richard and the daughter of Charles, 
who is never called "King" in these documents. — French Roll, 1 Ric. II., 
p. 1, m. 12 (two), 13. Rymer, vii. 183, 184. The second commission (for 
peace) is not printed in Rymer. Chaucer was not included in any of these 
commissions, as stated by Prof. Skeat, but he was again sent abroad on this 
occasion, according to a later record, No. 143. Froissart does not mention these 
further negociations apparently ; probably he alludes to them, especially to the 
proposed marriage, out of place, in his account of what occurred in February 
and March 1377, as suggested by Nicolas ; on which there are some remarks in 
Prof. Skeat's Xi/e, p. xxix. 

The original accounts of the expenses of many of these commissioners are 
extant among the Exchequer Accounts, under the head of I^ancii, but Chaucer's 
accounts are not there. The enrolments of their accounts are to be found 
among the Foreign Accounts. 

* The latter was at this time Archbishop of RoueA.— Buchon. The two 
Archbishops were the Papal Nuncios. — Rymer, vii. 184. 
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manage devant dit, et ofFroient les rran9ois, avec leur dame fille du 
roi de France, douze cites au royaume de France ; c*est k entendre en 
la dueli6 d'Acquitaine ; mais ils vouloient voir Calais abattu. Si se 
derompirent cils parletnents et cil traits sans rieu faire ; car oncques, 
pour chose que les traiteurs s^ussent dire, prier ni requ6rir, ni 
remontrer, ces parties ne se vouhent ni os^rent oncques assegnrer sur 
certaine place entre la ville de Montreuil et Calais pour iceux 
comparoir Tun devant Fautre. Si demeur^rent les choses ainsi, et ne 
furent les troves plus ralong^es, niais la guerre renouvelee, et 
retoum^rent les Francois en France.^ 

103. 

1377, April IL — -The KiTig gives Chaucer a reward for Imservicesin 
several voyages abroad. 

[Issue Boll, Easter, 51 Edw. III., m. 2. Nicolas^ note I.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xj** die Aprilis. 

Oalfr/^us 1 OalfnV^o Chaucer, Armigero Eegis, in di&iarus %ihi 
Chauccfr. J liberate*, p^' nianMS proprta^f, in persolucwiew xxli., quas 
Dominm Eei» %ib\ liberar2 mandaitit de done suo, pro 
regardo suo, causa diuersomw^ viagion<»t per i^sum Qdlbidum 
incfoTum, eundo ad diuersas partes transmarinas, ex precept o 
Domini Regis, in obsequio ipsius T>omm\ 'Regis, per diuersas vices, 
per brewe de pawato sigillo hoc tmnl/io xxl. 

104. 

1377, April 28. — Letters of Protection are again granted to Chmie&i'^ 
to last till, Aug. Ij he hdng almit to go abroad in the King's 
service, 

[French Koll, 51 Edw. III., m. 5. ' Godwin, App. xiv.] 
De pro- 1 QMcidVLS Chaucer, qui in obsequiuwj nostrum ad partes 
teccto^^e. J trmmmrinas de precepto nostro profecturw^ est, ha&et 
li/eras Regis de protecc/owe, cmn clausula *Volun]2*6%' 
vsqwe ad festu?« 8an(di Petri Aduincula ^I'oximo intmum duratura.?. 
P/'esentib2*4?, e^c. Te^^e Rege, apud Westmonasterium, xxviij. die 
Aprilis. Pe»' Consilium. 

105. 

1377, April 30, — Payment on account to Chaticer, sent to France on 
the King's secret affairs, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 61 Edw. III., m. 6. Nicolas, note I.] 



^ Thevse passages are much abbreviated in Johnes's translation, vol. ii. p. 178. 
He renders Joffroi Chancier" as ** Sir Geoflry Chaucer." Lord Bcruers, in his 
translation, has "Geffray Chaucer" ; vol. i. p. 482 (ed. 1812). 
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§ Die Jouis, xxx** die Aprilis. 

Galfr/(?U8 1 QalfnV^o Chaucer, Armigero 'Regis^ misso in nxincium 
CShaucer. J in secreUs negocn\s* Domini lietjis vcz-shs paiiies Yraucie : 
In deiRariis sibi lihei^&tiSy per mant*» p'oprtas, super 
vadm suis, per brewe de prmato sigillo hoc temino 

xxvj li. xiij s.^ iiij d. ; vnde 

Respondebit, 

106. 

1377, April. — The Earl of Salisbury and othei^s, including Chatic&% 
are sent on an embassy to France. 

[John Stow*s AuTiales, ed. Howes, p. 276.] 
1377. (Edward III) 

The seventeenth of April died the Lady Mary of S. Paule, 
Countesse of Pembroke, a woman of singuler example. * * * 

About the same time the Earle of Salisbury and Sir Richard 
Anglisison,^ a Poyton, the Bishop of Saint Dauids, the Bishop of 
Hereford, Oeffirey Chaucer, (the famous Poet of England,) and 
other were sent into Eraunce to treate a peace, or at the least a truce 
for two yeere or more, but they could not obtaine any longer truce, 
then for one moneth, which they utterly refused. Whereupon they 
stayed in Fraunce about these things. . . . The messengers 
returned into England, and brought nothing backe with them, but 
rumor and warre. 

107. 

1377, June 22. — The new King grants Chaucer the office of Controller 
of the Customs. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Ric. II., p, 1, m. 27.] 
De Contmrotula- 1 Rex, Omnihus ad quos etc., sah^t^m. Sciatis, 
tore Custuman/m. J qtiod concessim^e^ dilec^ nob^ OalfnV^o Chaucer 
officinm Contrarotulatoris Custume et Subsidij 
lanarw??i, coriorwm, et pellium lanutarwwi in Portu London*e,ha6en- 
dum q?^amdiu nobis placuerit, pe^'cipiendo in officio illo tantum 
quantum alij Contrarotulatores Custume et Subsidij huiusmodi in 
Portu 'predioto hactenus percipere consueuerunt : Ita quod idem 
Oalfr^Wus rotulos suos dictum officium tangeiites manu sua propria 
scribat, et continue moretwr ibidem, et omnia que ad officium illud 
|)ertinent in propria pe?*sona sua e^ non per su1)stitutam faciat et 
exequatm', et quod altera p«?'s sigilli nostri, quod dicitwr Coket, 
in custodia ip^ius GalfrM remaneat, qwamdiu officium hosftuerit 
snpradictum. In cuius etc. Teste Re^e, apud WeBtmonasteriu7nf 
xxij. die Junij. 

Per billam ThesaurariJ, 
[Four other persons had similar appointments in other ports, on the same day.] 

^ Not xij s., as in Nicolas. 

^ Qti, Sir Guichard d^Angk. See awfe, and Prof. Skeat's Life, p. xxx. 
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108. 

1377, July 9. — Petition of Ud^mmd^ son and heir of Edmund de 
Staplegatey touching his claim to exercise the o ffice of Butler at 
the Coronation of Richard the Second^ hy tenure of the Manor of 
Bildngton In Kent j in which he says that he hud paid Chancer 
{Geffray Chans yer) for his wardship, and marriage <£104.i 
[Close Roll, 1 Ric. II., m. 45. Godwin, App. xv.] 
Processus faotus ad CoRONAcroJirEM Domini Eegis Anglie, Eicabdi 
Sboundi post Conquestum, anno regnl sui primo. 

Decedente, tie nufcu 3U//imi Preceptoris, felicissimo, strenuo, et 
poteati Re^e AiigUe et Fraac^e, Dow/no Edvvardo iercxo .post 
Conquestuwi, vicesimo primo die mensis Junij, anno J)omim Millesinio 
trescentesiiuo septuagesimo septimo, et anno repfni sui quinquagesinio 
primo, successit ei Eex Kicardus S6c?/«dus, ^Mus Edwardi, nuprr 
Principis Wall/e, primogeniti Aicti Eegis Edwardi ; et cum tractaret?*/' 
et prouisum fuisset de solempniis Coronacio^ds ipsius Eegis Eicar^i, 
die Jouis in crastino TraIlslac^o?iis Be«^i Swithuni tunc prox^wio 
sequen^^, celebrandi^ : 

Officia Senescall: ac gerendi principalem glabium Dom/ni Eegis 

ET SCINDENDJ CORAM Ee(?E DIE CoRONAC/OiVIS.^ 

Jolia?i«es, Eex Castelle et Legionis, Dux Lancastne, coram d/c/o 
Domino Eege Eic«rc?o et Consilio suo comparens, claniauit, vt Comes 
Leycestr^re, olficium Senescalcie Anghe et vt Dux Lancastr/e, ad 
gerendw?/!. principalem gladium J)omiwi Eegis, vocatu?» ' Curtana,' 
die Coronac/owis eiusdem Eegis ; et, vt Comes Lincoln/e, ad scinden- 
Auni et ad secaud?^?^ coram ipso Dowmo Eege sedeute ad mensam 
d»cto die Coronacio»is. Et quia, fac^a diligenti examinacio72e coram 
p6«ritis de Consilio Eegis de p/'^missis, satis constabat eidem 
Consilio, q?«od ad ip^^m Ducem, tanq?/am tenentem per legem 
Angh'e post mortem Blanchie, quondam vxoris sue, pertinuit officia 
predtcfa, prout supe?'ius clamabat, exce?xere, consideratu??? fuit per 
ipswm Eegem et Consiliu??i suum ^rediiativm, qwod idem Dux officia 
p>•ed^clfa, per se et sufficientes deputatos suos, faceret et exc^/'ceret, et 
feoda sibi debita in hac parte optineret : [etc] * * * 

Et memorand2i??2, qwod prefatus Dux, die Jouis proximo ante 
Coronac2o//em pred/c^am, sedebat de precepto Eegis, tanq«am Sene- 
scallrts AngH/?, in Alba Aula regij Palacij WQ^imonasterij, pj-ope 
Capellam regalem, et inquirebat diligenter que et qualia officia seu 
feoda diicto die p^r quoscumqwe facienda vel optinenda fuerant ; et 
cum hoc eodem die Jouis publice proclamari fecit, qwod tarn Magnates 

^ King Richard was crowned Thursday, 16 July, 1377. This petition was 
heard the Thursday previous. — W. D. S. 

This heading and the one below, but not the one above, are written in the 
margin of the roll, and do not form part of the text. 
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q?*am alij, qui alia^ officia ad Coronac^*o?iem predtcfam facere, seu 
feoda aliqua optinere, clamare vellent, billas et peticiowes suas clamea 
sua continentes, coram ipso ^enescalloj vel eius in hac parte locu»i 
tenentib?<5, proferri face?-ent indilate. Super quo, diu<^*sa officia et 
feoda, tarn per petic/o«es qwara oietenus, coram ipso SenescaUo exacta 
et vendicata extiterunt, in forma que subsequitMr. 

[Inter alia :] 

PiZO 'RlCARDOf COMITE AbUNDBLL/B, 

Item ^'edictus Comes Arundelhe porrexit in Curza quandam 
aliam petic/owem, in hec verba : — 

" Al Roi de Castelle et de Lyons, Due de Lancastre, et Seneschal!' 
Dengleterre, supplie Eichard Counte Darundell' et de SuiTe^e, de lui 
receiure affaire son office de Chief Butiler, quel lui appartient de droit 
fiir le Counte DarundelF, receiuant les feez ent duez." 

Et super hoc quidam Edmundus, Mim et heres Edmundi de 
Stapelgate, exhibuit quandam aliam peticioiiem, sub hac forma : — 

** A mon treshomwe ^dg^neur le Eoi de Castelle et de Lyon', Due 
de Lancastre et Seneschal Dengleterre, monstre Esmond', filz et heir 
Esmond' Stablegate, qe come le dit Esmond' tient de nostre ^eignur 
le Roi en chief le Manoir de Bilsynton' en le Counte de Kent, 
par les seruices destre Botiller de nostve Seignur le Eoi a sa 
coronenient, come pleinement appiert en le liure des fees de serianties 
en lescheqer nostve Seignur le Eoi ; et a cause qe le dit Esmond' le 
pier morust seisi de mesme le Manoir en son demesne come de fee, 
mesme cest Esmond' le fitz adonqes esteant deinz age, no^re Seignur 
le Hoi, laiel no^^re Seignur le Eoi qore est, seisit le dit Esmond' le 
fitz en sa garde, par cause qe fuist troue en mesme le liuere qe le 
dit Manoir fuist tenuz pa?' an pa?- tieux seruices, et prist les profitz 
de mesme le Manoir par quatre anz come de sa garde, et puis co?n- 
mist la dite garde oue le mariage de dit Esmond' le fitz a Gefiray 
Chausyer, pwr quele garde et mariage le dit Esmond' le fitz paia au 
dit Geffray Cent et quatre liures. Par quoi le dit Esmond' le fitz soi 
p/'ofre de faire le dit office de Botiller, et prie qil a ce soit receu, 
preuant les fees au dit office auncienement duez et custumables." 

Intellectis autem petic^Wibtts pred/c^is, auditisqi^e q?tampluribw5 
recordis, mclomhus^ et euidenciis, tam p?'o prefato Comite q?*ani pro 
predic^o Edmundo, Cur^e monstratis, videbatwr Cun'e d«cfwm nego- 
evxm, pav>pter multiplicaciowem negociorw??i et temporis breuitate??* 
ante predtcfam Coronac/o?2em, finaliter discuti non posse; et eo pre- 
textu, necnon pro eo q?<od pe?' recordu?n de Scaccario est compertu?H, 
q?<od antecessores ipsius Comitis, postq?<am Aictum Maneriu??* de 
Bilsyngton' ab eis alienatu??z extititi, f uerunt in possesfeione d*c#i officij 
temporibzi^ hmnsmodi Coronacionum, et non est compej*tum nec 
allegatuw pro pred/c^o Edmundo, quod aliquis antecessor?*?^ momm 

^ Sic ; qu. aliqua. 
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aliquo tempore fecit officiuw p?^ed/c^?tm, diiGtum fuit prefato Comiti, 
quod ipse officium prediciwm ad presentem Coronac/owem faceret, et 
feoda debita perciperet: iure ipsius Edmundi [et aliom??*]^ (juo- 
mm^xxmqae in omnibus semper saluo. Et sic idem Comes ofiiciam 
illud perfecit.^ 

109. 

1377, July 26. — Extracts from the Account of Richard de Beverhe^ 
showing the payments to Chaucer for his robes as ^scutifer Eegis,* 
and for his tvine petmofiy frmn 25 Nov. 1376 to this date, 

[Exchequer Q. R. Wardrobe and Household Accounts, * 

Farticul^ Compo^i Ricardi de Beuerlee, nup^r Custodis Garde- 
robe Hospicij "Regis l^dwardi t6/*cij, aui Re.i?/* hui?**, de VQQeptis^ 
^\m^ion\\yiis, et expens/s in eadem Garderoba f«c^is a xxv*° die 
IJ^ouembri* anno Aidti aui P finiente — quo die M^tum officium cmi- 
missum fuit feidem RxQardo per v^im mnm oretenus — vsq«e xxj™ 
diem Jum}* ^roximum seqt^enjfm, quo die idem auus obiit;* et ab 
eodem xxj** die Sxmij vsq2<e xxvj*"'" diem JuU}' ^roxi7nu7n seqnenteiUy 
per bre«*e 'Regis h\\i?is de priuato sigillo datz«n xxx"* die Juny , anno 
tercio, Thesa?^rar/o et Baronib?;*^ hui?*if Scaecarij direct^???/; qwod est 
inter Comm2^/iia de termi??o Sancte Trinitatis eodem anno : per quod 
breue Eex mandauit eisdem Thesaurario et Baronibw5, qwod in 
compo^o quern idem Eicar^^us coram eis in eodem Scaccario causa 
dicti ofBcij sui est redditurus, per ssLcramentum et testimon^'u^n 
Wille/?»i Strete, tunc Oontrarotulatorls Hospiot}' predtcri, expense 
racionabilitcr per ip«os Ricarcfwm et Wille?w?/m facte tam circa corpus 
et funeraUV^ dic^i aui, q«am super continuanc*a?/i ciusdem Hospicij 
per ce?*tu?« tempus post mortem eiusdeni aui, vsqwe p?*edic^wm xxvj*""* 
diem Jul/}', eodem die computato, diato Riaardo allocari facerewJ?, 
et per visum et testimonium p?'edtcii Contrarotulatoris ; videZice^, de 
medietate vnit*6' anni et Ixij dieb?^^, 

* The record is indistinct here. 

^ Testa de Nevill, p. 2166, under the head of ** Serjeaiities in Kent 
arrented temp. Hen. III.," has this entry 

•* The Serjeanty of Bilsington, which was formerly of the Earl of Arundel, for 
which he ought to be the Butler of the Lord the King, Is alienated in part, by 
parcels." 

There seems to be nothing about this in the Book of Aids, 20 Edw. III. 
3 A parchment book of forty leaves. 

* On leaf 4, d. of this Account, the Keeper of the Wardrobe of the House- 
hold acknowledges the receipt of £1447 for the Funeral expenses of Edward 
III., Sunday, the 6th of July, being noted as ' Dies Sepulture.' Another entry 
shows that Adam Hertyngdon, clerk of the works at Windsor Castle, sent up 
for the household five hogsheads of verjuice, the produce of the Windsor vine- 
yard. I have not found any similar entry during Chaucer's clerk-of- the- works 
period, but it seems to have been usual for the clerk of the works for the time 
being to send up from Windsor an annual supply of this wine.— -.W. S. 
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{t 6.] Anno pr/'mo — Beuerlee, 

§ Debeiitetr diu<3rsis creditoribw* pro feod/s, vadijs, et robig : — 

§ Alano de BuxhuU', militi ... ... viij li. xiij s. iiij d.. 

§ 'Rimrdo Sturry, militi ... ... ... viij li. xiij s. iuj d. 

§ Petro de Breux, militi ... ... ... viij li. xiij s. iiij d. 

§ Johamd Foxle, militi ... ... ... xxxvj s. xj d. ob. 

§ Joha//m H<»laad' ... ... ... ... xls. 

§ Oalfrtt^o Chaucer ... ... xls. 

§ WilWwio Gomenez ... ... ... xls. 

§ Elmingo Leget rivjs. viijd, 

[And 18 others.] 

[f. 310 Fbod/1 et Robe. 

§ Joha?ifti de Ipre, Senescallo Ho3pie/7 Domini Regw, pro feodo suo, 
p/'c> seisoiia Paaclie^ — vj IL xiijs. iiij d 



Johanni de Holand', Johatmi Heiiyiig*, Johfumi B^uerle, Waltero. 
Walssh^ Walt^ro Whithors, Petro de Cornubia, Wille^??to Archebald', 
Joha?mi Joce, Willehno de Riscebj junior I, Roberto de Newton', 
Roberto Corby, Joha»ni Fastolf, MchoZfl?o Dabrichcourt, Johanni 
de Salisbury, Thome Hauteyn, Ungoni Cheyne, QBifrido Chaucer, 
Johanni Appulby, GsLUvido Steuecle, Simowi de Burgh', JoYiaimi de 
Thorp', Thome Hertfordyngbury, Ungoni Lyngeyn, Ricar^^o Torperle, 
Johanwi atte Welle, Willed «io Purcels, Johaniii de Assli', Ricardo 
de Armis, Ricar^Zo Markham, Johanni Lech', Roberto de Louth', 
Johanni BelyualF, WalteroTirell', Petro de Preston*, Henr/coAlmayn, 
Rogero Mareschall',Gilb«rto Talbot, Georgio Felbrugg', Thome Stanes, 
'RsAulpho Barry, Johanni Beauchamp, Johanni D iuys, Johanni 
Iselham, Roberto Vrsewyk', Petro Roos, Rogero Cheyne, Nichofoo 
Braithweite, Johami Archebald', Wille/mo Adderbury, Johanni Che- 
uair, Rogero Straunge, Willetoo Gomenez, Johanni Roos, WilleZmo 
Graistok', Johanni van Hale, Franco van Hale, Laurenc^o Hauberk', 
Cornelio de Ybernia, Willehno de York', Joha7ini Goderich' filio, 
Joha7im Moyne, WilleZmo Lisle, et Johattwi Torell', — Scutifen^'6' Re^is ; 
Edmundo Chest hunt, Colynet Fauconer, et Johanni Pauele, — Fal- 
conariis B^egls ; cmlibet eoTum pro lohis suis jQinalibus et estiuah'fi?*^, 
xl s. — Cxxxij li. 

[f. 3s, d.j Dona. 

§ Petronille Pope, passantz! fauiilia»t Rep; is vlt?'a Aquam Thamisie 
apud Dachet, de dono ipsius 'Regis apud Wyndesore, xxv. die Aprilts 
— vj s. viij d 

GalfiMo Chaucer, percipient?; per diera vna??i lo^genam vini VasconiG 
ad tota??i vitaw suam, pro hniusmodi lagena a xiiij. die Ocfcobr?'s anno 
vsqwe xxj. diem JMnij iproxiinum. sequente/w anno lj™°, vtroqwe die 
1 29th Marcli was the date of Easfcer-day in 1377.— W. D. S. 
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compiita^o, per CClj dies, faciente j dolium, x sextarm, j piche?*/a??i, 
p>'e}ciu/« dol/}* vt supra, [per medium ^ Cxix s. ij d.] — vij li. ij s. vj d. ob. 

Alicie Perers, de consmili dono einsdem J)omini 

Eegis, iiij doUa vini Vascon2e, preciuw^ doh)' vt supra, — xxiij li. xvj s. 
viij d. Eidem Alicie, de eonsiwi«li dono eiusdeni J)o7nim Reg/i?, j 
pipa vini Eenes, contimns vj aim., viij ferend. And*, preciu?» aim. 
xxxviij s. — xij li. viij d.^ . . . 

ir- 87.] Pbbstita. 

Eidem [Galfrido Neuton, nuper Pinc^rne Regis Edwardi tercij,] de 
prestito, in jwecio vniws dolij, x sej^tarionimy, j piche?*e vini Vasconie 
consi/w/lite/* liberal* Chaucer — vij li. ij s. vj d. ob. 

110. 

1377, Aug. 24. — Account of John Warde and Richard Northhury^ 
Collectors of Cttstoim awl Subsidies^ uTider the survey of Chaucer ^ 
from I5th Oct. 1376, to this date. Payment of SL lis. 4td. to 
diaumry his ^^wag<^s\^ as Controller being lOZ. a year* 
. [Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 8, m. 62 d.] 
CoMPOTUs JohflJWMis Warde et Ricarc^i Northbury, CoWectomm 
Oustunie.e^ Subs^(^^y pr/?dictor?m ^ in Portu et locis p?*^^d^c^is, per 
brewe Regis, aui Regis hmm, patens, datw?W/ xvj** die Octobm anno 
d/c#i aui P, super hunc compotum restitutu?>i ; yi^elicet^ de exit27m' 
eorw/«iem Custume et ^xxbMij Regis ib^<iem, ab eodem xvj° die 
Octobm anno eiusdem aui P finiente, ante quern diem idem Joharmes 
et R^1)e?'tus Ginlelere inde computarunt inmediate supra,^ vsqwe xxj™ 
diem Junij prox^V)^r> ^^<\mvdem, quo die idem auus obiit, et ab eodem 
XX j** die Junij anno Regis huius pr^mo, per aliud bre?«e suum patens, 
datttwi xxij" die Junij, d*cto anno primo, super hunc coxa^otiim 
restitutmw, vsqi/e xxiiij"' diem Aiigusti i^roxinio seqtienteyn, quo die" 
Rex per hreuQ suum p?'6cepit prefatis Jobanni et Ricarrfo, qwod 
Niclio?ao Brembre et Johanni Philipot, quos Rex assignauit ad dzc^a 
C^stuma»^ et Snhr^idmin in Portu et locis pred«cifis ad opus Regis 
leuandtt, colligenda, et recipienda, sigillu??* Regis qnod dicitwr Cokett', 
in Portu pred/cfo deputato, liberent, et se de officio p?-ed^c^o vlte?ius 
non intromittant ; pe?' visum et testimonium Qsltxidi Chaucer, 
Cont?'arotulatoris eor«*ndem Custume et Sxibsidij Regis iWrfem, 
scilicet, de trib«5 q?/arterijs anni et xxxix diebws. A quo quideni 
xxiiij"* die Augusti, dkto anno primo, ijJem Nichotois et Joha«?ies 
Philipot, Oollectoreif ibtV?em, sunt inde computaturi. 

*. * * * 

* "Per medium '* = on the average. 

3 The whole of this passage from the words * Galfrido Chaucer * is cancelled, 
and there is a marginal note thus : — 

^DhdWooantuv pro Wfivrafitis defioientlhiis pro istis particwlis, et cattgA, quia 
ante tempfw compoti per xlij dies.'—W. D. S. ^ See, No, 96. 
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Summa Recepte— xv Millta Cxliij 11 v d. qt*a. 

* * * * 

Et jw'ef ato Conimrofulatm^iy pro vadtw* suis per idem tempns, viij li. 
xj s. iiij d., iuxta ratam xli. per mnum, « ♦ * Et 
debew^ Dlxv li. vj s. xd, q?*a. Et lespond&rd in B^otulo lj% in Item 
Londoma.-^ 

111. 

1377, Sept. 29. — Duchy Receiver's Account for one year ending at 
this date, showing two half-yearly payments to Chaucer of John 
of Gaunt' s annuity due at Michaelmas 1376 and Easter 1377. 

[Duchy of Lancaster, Accounts (various), |. Nicolas, note F. Forewords, 

pp. 145—148.] 

CoMPOTUS 'Do7mni WilleZmi de Bughbrigg', general^ Seceptoris 
Johannis, Regis Castelle et Legionis, Duc^ l&nGOstrie, de omnihus 
receptis suis, soluc^'cwibtt^, et expenm, a festo Bancti Michael/^, anno 
Tegni IRsgis Edwardi tercij post Conquestum Angh'e quinquagesimo, 
vsque idem iestum, anno vegni ISiegis Kicardi sec2«jdi post Con- 
qwes^zem pr^mo, per vnnm annum integr2«». 

Hn ^ * ^ 

Annuitate^ de \erminh : — 
Michr/e?is, anno quinquagesimo. 
In denart/^ solutes* Galfrido Chaucer, \yro annuitate sua sibi debita, 
pro termiwo Michae/is, anno quinqus^esimo — Cs. * * * 
per h'^eras Jymnim de warranto, dabr^s apud Sauuoye, xviij. die 
Octobr»«, anno 1"% et v etcquietancias supj*adictorwwi,^ etc, supe** hunc 
compotum liberatas. 

* * «fe * 

Pasche, anno Ij"^. 
In denariV^ soluti^ * * Galfrido Chaucer, pro annuitate sua, 

pro eodern termino, per l^Yeras Dommi de wnvranto, daias apud 
Sauuoye, xij. die Jun^/, anno et Hiiqviietanciam ip^ius Gal&idi 
super hu«c compo^wwi ]ihera,tani — C s.^ 

112. 

1377, Sept. 29 — 1378, Sept. 29. — Chaucer is charged with a balance 
of \%s. 9cZ. for wages in the King's Household overpaid. 
[Pipe Roll, 1 Ric. II.] 

^ There is nothincf about Chaucer in the rest of this account, which is in 
Pipe Roll, 51 Edw. III. ^ Five annuitants in all. 

^ Ladies Philippa and Elizabeth of Lancaster, and Katherine Swynford, their 
mistress {magistress")^ are mentioned several times in this account ; see extracts 
in the Forewords, as above. There are two other Duchy Receivers' Accounts 
from March 14 to Jan. 15 Ric. II., 1391—1392, and from Feb. 15 to Feb. 16 
Ric. II., 1892 — 1393, showing payments made to many persons by order of John 
of Gaunt, but Chaucer's name does not occur among them. 
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Item London/^, Middlesex', 
Oalfr^'c^us Cliaucer \hlank'\ xviij s. ix d. de prestito, in denar/is 
per ipsttin nimis T^aeptiB super vadm suis, infra Hospicrm Eeg/s 
ibidm. [See Ko. 123.] 

113. 

1378, March 9. — Chauc&r becmnes surety for Sir William 
Beatichamp.^ 

[Fine RoUi 1 Ric. XL, p. 2, m. 11.] 

The King, by the mainprise of John Beverle and Geoffrey 
Chaucer, of London, has committed to Sir William Beauchamp, 
Knight, the custody of tbe Castle and Coimty of Pembroke, the 
Castle and Lordship of Kilgarren, the Commote of Oysterlowe, and 
the Lordship of Seintcler and Traham, being in the King's hand by 
the minority of John, son and heir of John de Hastyng, late Earl of 
Pembroke, deceased, who held of King Edward III. in chief ; to hold 
until the heir's majority, rendering yearly 400/. to the King, at the 
Exchequer, Dated 9 March. 

114. 

1378, March 23. — T/ie King confirms his gi^andfath&r's grant to 
Chaucer of an annuity of twenty marks, because he has retained 
him in his service ; with a reference to a later gramt to John 
Scally on 1 May 1388. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Ric. II., p. 5, m. 27,] 
De confir- 1 Eea;, Omnihus ad quos etc., sal^^tem. Inspexim?^^ 
macione. J kYeras patentes Domini 'Edwardi, nuper Regis Angk'e, 
aui nostvi, in hec verba : Edwardus, Dei gracia. Eex 
Anglte, Dominus Hiberme et Aquitante, Omnihus ad quos presentes 
liYere peruenerint, saktem. Sciatis [etc. See Patent Roll^ 41 Edw. 
Ill, ; No, 47, ante,'] In cuiw* rei testimonium has kYeras no^^ras fieri 
fecimus patentes. Teste me ip^o, apud Castrum nostvum de Quenes- 
burgh*, vicesimo die Juui/, anno regni nostn quadragesimo primo. 
Kos autem, concessioner predic^am ratam hatentes et gratam, earn 
secMndwm formam litexsixum ^reddctdixum de grocm xxostm spec*ali, et 
pro eo quod prefatum OalfrtVZum retinuimws penes nos raoraturwm, 
approbamus, ratificamus, et tenore presenciu}?^ confirmamt^-^. In 
cuiw« e^c. Teste "Sfige, apud We^tmonasterium, xxiy. die Marcij. 

Per magnum Consiliu«^, 
[This is partly crossed oat, and the following note is added in the margin :] 
Vacant, et restitute i\ievu7it, pro eo qwod Dominus 'Rex Rica?'c?us 
infrascn|>^2^, pr/mo die Maij anno re^* sui xj*, concern^ Johanni 
Scalby xl marca^ in istis h'^eris et aliis hYeris contenta$, pe>*cipienda5 
singulis annis ad totam vitam ipsius Johanms. Ideo iste litevQ 
cancellantur et dampnant?«r. 

^ .See No. 134. 
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115. 

1378, March 26. — The King confirms h%$ grandfath&n^a grcmt to 

PhUippa Chaucer of an annuity of ten marks. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Ric. II,, p, 5, m. 8,] 
T>e confirma- '\ Eeo;, Omnibus ad quos etc., salwtem. Iiispexiraws 
done — [Philippe] J- UYeras pafcentes Domini 'Edwardi nupe?* Eegis 

Chaucer. J Angh'e, aui nostn, in hec verba : Edwardus, Dei 
gracm Eex Angke, jyominm Hiberme et 
Aquitame, Omnihus ad quos presentes liters pe?nienerint, salwt^m. 
Sciatis [etc. See Patent Moll, 40 Edw, IIL ; No. 42, ante!\ In 
cuius rei testimonium has nosifras fieri fecimws patentes^ 

Teste me ip^o, apud Haueryng, duodecimo die Septembr^^j anno regni 
nos^ri quadragesimo. Nos autem, concessionem pa*6dtc^am ratam 
ha&entes et ^atam, earn wmnAum loramn Xitermm p7*3dio^arum de 
graaa nos/ra spectali approbamt^, ratificamus^ ei tenore p*esencium 
confirmam«w. In cui?« e^c. Te^te Bege, apud Westmonasterimn^ 
XX vj. die Marcij.^ 

Per magnum CoiLsiUum, 

116. 

1378, April 18. — Chaucer has a grant under the Privy Seal of 20 

marks a year in lieu of his daily pitcher of wine, 

[Warrants (Chancery,) Series I., Writs of Privy Heal, 1 Ric. II., file 456, 
no. 339. Nicolas, note K.] 

EioHARD, par la grace de Dieu Roy Dengleterre et de France, et Sei- 
gnur Dirlande, A lonurable piere en Dieu leuesq«*e de Seint Dauid, 
no^ifre Chanceller, saluz. Gome noj^^re tresch^r Seignur ei ael le Eoy, qi 
Dieux assoille, eust nadgaires en sa vie grantez de sa grace especiale, 
par ses If ^^res patentes desouz son grant seal, a nos^re ame Esquier 
Geftey Chaucer vn pycher de vyn aprendre chescun iour en port de 
nostxe Citee de Londres, par les mains du Botiller de nos/re dit Seignur 
et ael ou de ses heirs pur le temps esteant, ou du lieutenant de 
mesme le Botiller, a toute la vie de mesihe celui Geflfrey : N^ous, en 
recompensacion du dit picher de vyn par iour, et pur le bon seruice 
que lauantdit Gteffirey nous ad fait e^ferra en temps auenir, lui eons 
grantez vynt marcs a prendre chescun an a Ji08tpc% Escheqer a toute la 
vie du dit OefErey, as termes de Seint Michel et de Pasqwe par oueles 
porcions, outre les vynt marcs a lui grantees par no^^re dit Seignur 
et ael par ses le^^res patentes desouz son grant seal, par nous confermees, 
aprendre au dit Escheqer chescun an as ditz termes par oueles 
porcions. Vous mandons que, receues deuers vous les dites le/^res de 
no^^re dit Seignur et ael faites du dit pycher de vyn pa* iour, et 
ycelles cancellees en nostte Chancellerie, si facez fsdre sur cest no^re 
grant noz le^^res desouz no^h'e grant seal en due forme. Done souz 

^ This occTtrs among other similar confirmations. 
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mistve priue seal, a Westm', xviij. iour dauenll, Ian de noifft*e 
regne primer, 

117. 

1378, April 18, — Enrolment of the letters jpaient of the same grant ; 
with a ref&rence to a later grant to John Scalhy on 1 May 1388/ 
[Patent Roll, 1 Ric. II., p. 5, m. 6.] 
Galfr/V^O ) Bear, Omnibus ad quos etc^ salf^t^ni. Sciatis, q^«CKl cum 
Chaucer. ) carissimus Domiwm et auus nosteVf nuper Bex Angl/e, 
defunctus, iiuper in vita sua concessisset de graeia, sua 
Bipecialiy per Utevas suas patentes, dilcc/o Armigej'o nos/ro, GalfnV/o 
Chaucer, vnuw picher vini percipiendww qvioUbet die in portu 
Ciiiitatis no^^re Londonte, pe?* mmus Pincerne d*c/i Dommi et aui 
uostv'i vel lieredttm snorum pro tempore existentis, siue locum tenentis 
eiusdem Pinceme, ad tot am vitam ip^ius Galfn'^i : Nos, in recom- 
pensaetbnem dicil picher ^ vini per diem et pro bono s«'uicio q««Kl 
predic^us Gkdfirtrfus, qui dic^as Iti^eras prefati aui nos^ri eidem QBlfyido 
de d«c/o picher vini pe?* diem sic facias in CancelLma nosim restituit 
cuncelland»/r, nobis impendit, et impendet in futur%7>i, concessim?/s ei 
Tiginti marcas, pe>'cipienfla^ singulis annis ad Bmccarium nostmm, 
ad totam vitam predicfi Galftic/i, ad t ermines Sa^xc^i Michae/is et 
Pasche per equales porc/o7?es, vltra illas viginti -marcas ei concessas 
per dictMm Dominum et auum nos^rwm pe?* hYeras mas patentes per 
nos confirmatas. percipienda^ ad dictum Scaccarium singulis annis ad 
te9*mino8 prcdtc^os per equales porctowes. In cuius etc. Teste B.ege, 
apud Westmonasferi'iim, xviij. die Aprili^. 

Per brewe de priuato sigillo. 

[This entry is partly crossed out, and the following note is inserted in the 

margin :] 

Yacant, et restitute iueviint, pro eo quod Dominus Eea: Kicar- 
dus infra scnj^tus, prime die Maij anno regiii sui xj**, cences^iY 
Johami Scalby xl. marcas in Utevis istis et alijs hYeris contentas, 
p/rcipienda^ singulis annis ad totam vita?H ip^ius Sohamm, Ideo 
iste hYere cancellanttir et dampnantz/r. 

118. 

1378, May 10. — Letters of protection for Chaticer, going abroad on 
the Kin^s service, 

[French Roll, 1 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 6.] 
De pro- 1 Galfr^<ius Chancier, qui in obseqniuwi l^etjis ve^^sus 
tecc^bne. J partes iran.'&ma.nnas profecturti^ est, haZ>et hYeras ^egis 
dd protecc*07ie, cu?« clausula ' Volum««f,' vsq«e ad festnm 

^ Here the English or French word is written, without any contraction. In 
some places it is Latinised as piehere, in others as picJieri, Cotgrave has — 
" Pichier, m., a pitcher (pot). Langued." 
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Katalis Domini -proxi^no futurwm duraturag, Vveserdihm^ etc. Teste 
'Rege, apud We&tmmiasierium, x. die Maij. 

Per billam de priaato sigillo. 

119. 

1378, May 14. — Four half-yearly payments of CImmr's annuity ; 
with a payment of 2iys. 8d, in advance, 

[Issue. Roll, Easter, 1 Kic. II., m. 3. Nicolas, note L.] 
§ Die Venms, xiiij. die Maij. 
Oalfr^us 1 Oalfr^c^o Chaucer, Armigero Segis, cui Dominm Eex, 
Chaucer. J auus Begis huius, xx niarca^ mntias ad Scaccarmm, ad 
totam vitam suam, pe?* hVeras suas patentes nuper 
concessit^ qiias quidem liter&s Doininus Rex nunc confirmauit eidem 
Oalfr^'^O, pe?*cipienda5 d*c^as xx meircas in forma predec^a : In 
denam's sibi liberak's, p«r assignactowem sibi fac/am isto die, in persolu- 
cionem xx li, sibi liberandarwm de hmmmodi cerio suo, videlicet, de 
iertnims Miehae^is et Pasche, anno Ij" Regis "Edwardi tercij, et 
ierminis ^ancti Micha^Zis et Pasche proximo preteritiSj per brewe de 
pnuato sigillo, inter mandata de hoc termi?2o ... ... xx li. 

Eidem GtBifridOt in denam^ sibi liberat/s per mmus propr^a^, de 
prestito super hnitmnodi certo suo, videkcet, de tennino Michae/is 

proximo futuroj * xxvj s. viij d ; vnde 

Respondebit. 

[In margin^ opposite to the second entry :] 
LiberaWr ad Scaccarmm Compotorum xx* die June}', awwo vj**. 

120. 

1378, May 21. — CJuiucer has the King^s letters of attorney for John 
Oower and Richard Fm^estery during his absence ahroad. 
[French Roll, 1 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 6. Nicolas, note M.] 
Do g6ne}*ali ) Oalfr^'cIUB Chauser, qui de licencia Ee^t^Vs versus partes 
attornato. J trausmamos profectums est, ha&et li^eras Re^'^ de 
generali attornato, sub nominibzis Joha7^?^^s Qower et 
Ricar6?i Forester, sub alternac^07^e, ad Xvairandum [vel perdendum], 
e^c, in quibuscumqwe cur^^s AngU'e, per \num annum duraturas, e^c. 
Vvesentibus, etc. Teste "Rege, apud Westnionasterimnj xxj* die Maij. 
WiWehnvis de Burst', clerict^s Regis, attornam^. 

121. 

1378, May 28. — Payments to John of Gaunt for his army serving in 
the King^s wars ; and to Sir Edward de Berkeley and Geoffrey 
CJiaueer, sent to the Lord of Milan and [Sir"] JoJm Hawhmod^^ 
in Lomba/rdy^foT cmistance in 1M said wars, 

^ As to the latter, see the Venetian Calendar of State Papers, by Rawdon 
Brown, vols. i. v. and vi. ; also "Giovanni Acuto (Sii^ John Hawk wood), Storia 
d'un Oqndottiere, per G. Temple-Leader e G. Marcotti." 
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[Issue Roll, Enster, 1 Ric. IL, m. 14, 16.] 
Guerre. 

Exitus de Guerris de termino Pasche, anno prirao Regis Eicare^i 
secwiidi, Venerabili Patre Thoma [Episcopo]i Exoniensi 
Thmmrano existente, [Johanwe Bacuu Canie?*ario existeiite].^ 

§ Die Veneris, xxviij^ die Maij. 

Joha^Ties, Wohami, Eegi Castelle d Legionis, Duci Lancastn's : 
Dux Lancaster, f In denarm per ipswrn recepto vij** die Apnlis 
proximo pretmto de WiWdmo Walworth' et Johawwe 
Philipot, Eeceptorilms denar/o?'ttm pro guerrts Regis, super vadm 
guerre consuetis ip^ius Ducis, v Banerettorwrn, C Milituwi, CGGiiij*'^ 
xiiij Armigerorwm, et D sagittariomm, secum profecturorwH in 
obsequio Real's supra mare, vna cum regardo et Aimidio eormdem D 
homimm ad arma * * iiij M'CCxliij li. xviij s. 3 vnde 

Eespondebit. 

[In margin :] Liberator ad Scaccar/wm Compo^orMm. 

[Then follow payments to many noblemen, knights, officials, and others, 
including Guichard Dangle (d'Angle), Earl of Huntingdon, being in the parts 
of Flanders for the treaty of peace between the King and his adversary of 
France."] 

Edwardus \ Edwardo de Berkele, Militi, misso in nuncio Regis 
de Berlsele. / versus partes Lumbardie, tarn ad 'Domixmm de Melan, 
quam ad Johannem Haukewode, pro certis negociis 
expedictonem guerre Reg/« tangenttftt^^ : In denarzV^ per i^sum. 
receptts de eisdem WilleZmo et Joha/me, Receptoribtts, super vadm 
suis, vt pa^e^ per billam de prmato sigillo eisdem Recepton'6«*5 
directam, pro hvLiusinodi mlvicionihus faciendis, iQmanentem in 
Hanaperio de lioc termi/eo, et per breue generale, vt supra 

Cxxxii j li. vj s. vi\j d. ; vnde 

Respondebit 

[In margin :] Liberator ad BfMcmrium Qam'potorum^ 

Galfri(2u8 \ Oal&eefo Chaucer, Armigero Regis, misso in comitiua 
Chaucer. J eiusdem Edwardi ad easdem partes in nuncio Regis 
predtc^o: In denarm per ip^wm receptis de eisdem 
WilleZmo et Joha?iwe, super vadm suis, vt ^atet per billam de pnuato 
sigillo in prox^'ma particztla superius allegatam, et per brei^e generale 

de magno sigillo, vt supra Ixvj li. xiij s. iiij d. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

[In margin :] Liberator ad Scaecanttm Compo^orMm. 

3|e )H 4" * * 

Summa, xxij M^CCCxxxiiij li. xij s. 

^ Omitted. ^ The words in brackets are taken from the duplicate roll. 
LIFD-REGORDS, IV. 15 
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122. 

1378, Sept. 19. — Chaucefs enrolled Account for his Journey to 
Lombard?/, from 28 May to this date, 

[Exchequer L. T. R Foreign Accounts, 3 Bic. 11., forula D, dorse.] 

Db BSiOEPTISj VADr/S, &T BXPBNSI5 PJ20FICIS0BNDO IN IfUNCfO 
YERSHS VAKTES LUMBARD/E ANNO TRTUO. 

Ter Galfr/d™ Chaucer. 

CoMPOTUS GBlfridi Chaucer, scutiferi, de receptis, vadiis, et 
expensis siiis, proficiscendo in nuncia Regis ad partes Lumbardie, 
anno primo, per breiee Eegis de piiuato sigillo, dsktwn xxvj^° die 
Febntarij, anno tercio, ThesaurariOy Baronibtwf, et Camerams hmm 
Scaccarij divectum, uxotulatum in Memorandis de iermhio Pasche 
eodem anno;^ per quod hxem Eex mandauit eisdem Thesawrano et 
Baronibw5, qwod computent cum prefato Galfn(fo, per sacramewfwm 
suu??^, de quodam viagio per ip^^wm nuperfac^o, eundo in d*cifQ nuncio 
Eegt5 ad d^c^as partes Lumbardie, versus Barnabo, Domimim de 
Mellan, in comitiua Edwardi de Berkeley, ac de denarii's per ipsttui 
receptis causa predic/a, faciendo eidem Galfrz6?o debitam allocaczbnem 
p9*o tempore quo extitit in seruicio Eeg^a in eodem viagio, a die quo 
recessit de Londoma causa pr^«Va, vsqiw ad suum redire ibtWem, de 
talibzAS vadiis diurnis qualia allocabaut^ir aliis scutifem sui statws 
similiter proficiscentibw^ in nuncio Eegis ^dioardi tercij, aui Reg/s 
liuiw5, vel Reg/s liui?i5, ad partes transmarinas ante hec tempo?'a, 
vnacu?7i custubz^s rac^'onabilibws pro passagio dic^i OiMxidi et suo 
repassag^o maris; et de eo qwod per compo/wm illu?n sibi deberi 
inuene^'int, prefati Thesawran'zis et Camerari}' eidem Galfrtc^O 
soluciOTiem de ^esauro Regi5 fieri faciaw^ ; videlicet, de hxmismodi 
rece^^ia, vadm, et expens*^, vt infra. 

Recep^a, (Prestitwm trahitwr). — Idem xeddit compo^wm de Ixvj li. 
xiij s. iiij d, super ipswm oneratis ad Receptw??i Scacca?'ij p?'o tot 
denarns per ipswm receptis de Wille?wo de Walworth' et Joha?i?ie 
Philippot, Receptor^Z^ws densbriorum pro guerris Regis, xxviij** die 
Maij, termiwo Pasche anno primo, super vad^a ipsius GalfnWi missi 
in nuncio Regis versus d^'c^ partes Lumbardie, tam ad J)ominum 
de Mellan, qwam ad Johan?iem de Haukewode, pro ce^'tis negocm 
expedicfoTsem guerre tangentib2«9, sicut conUnetur in pelle Memo- 
randorum ad eandem Recep^am de eisdem termino et anno,^ et eciam 
in quadam cedula de partici^lis hie in the^at^ro liberata.^ 

Swmma "Rocepte — ^Ixvj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Expense. — Idem computa^ in vadiis suis, proficiscendo in dicto 
nuncio Regis ve^-sus dicifas partes Lumbardie, a xxviij*" die Maij 
anno primo, quo die iter suum arripuit de Ciuitate Londonie versus 

* There are two writs of this date on the Memoranda Roll, Q. R., m. 9 and 
10 d., the first relating to Chaucer's voyage to Paris and Montreuil, the second 
to his voyage to Lombardy. ^ Not found. 
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easdem partes, vsq«*e xix"* diem Septembr/s proxw?mm seqwen^em, quo 
die rediit ad Ciuitatem predic^am, scil^cfjt, eundo, morando, et rede7 
undo, per Cxv dies, vtroqwe die computato, Ixxvj li. xiij s. iiij d., 
capm^e per diem xiij s. iiij d. per pred^cfwm hcem Kegis annotatwi 
supra in tiWlo huiw^ compod, sicw^ (^onUnetur in d^c^a cedula de 
particulis, et sicw^ Yimusmodi vadm allocantMr eidem Galfr/c^o in 
comp^>^o suo de consimili viagio, 'Rottdo xlvij", T^tulo Gom^otarum.^ 
Et in passagio et repassagio suo, \iom\num et equorww suorw?3i, 
iiij li., per idem brewe Reg?^, ^imt contmetur ibidem, 

Summa 'Expensaimm, — iiij^^li. xiij s. iiij d. Et ha2*et supe?^plu- 
mgium — xiiij li.2 De quibtts ha^ituriis est solucio?iem vel satisfac- 
cionem aliunde pretextu brewis Eeg7« de priuato sigillo annotate supra 
in tittilo huit^ compo^i. Quod quidem brez«e xij^ die Juh}' anno iiij^^ 
Eegtj? Bicarc^i Secmdi liberat^tY Thesa2<ran'o et Cameran^s ad 
Eecei7^am ScaecaHj. 

123. 

1378, Sept. 29—1379, Sept. 29.—^ Sfierlfs of London pay tlie 
ISs. 9d, cJmrged on Chaucer {see No. 112); and Chaucer is 
charged tvith moneys advanced to him for his journeya to 
Flanders wnd France on the King's affairs, 
[Pipe Soil, 2 Ric. II.] 

London/^, VLiudlese^. 

Clues Londome, Johannes Bosham et Thomas Cornwaleys, 
Vice<;ometes Lotidome et MiddZe^eo;*, a festo Scmcfi MichoeZis anno 
secundo vsq?^e iestum Sancti Michaefis prox^?7^o seq2een^, xeddunt 
com^otum, * * * 

Item London^a, 'MSMlesex\ 
lidem Yi^ecomites veddunt compotum * * * Et in 
the^at^ro xviij s. ix d. per prefatos Vicecowetes pro Oalfn'^o Chaucer, 
de quo oneratur inter to^aka sua in Rotulo ^ecedenti, 

'Rosiduum Londonie. 

Galfridus Chaucer, Armiger Regis, debet x li. de prestito ad dicfena 
Receptam, xvij** die Febmarij, anno Ij"*, super expen52* ipdus GalfrM, 
missi in secretts negoce*s Ee^ts versus partes Flandwe, ibidem [in 
Eo^mZo de prestitis factis ad Roceptam Scacca?ij de diuersis ann^s,^ in 
oustodm Eememora^on^^ Ee^'^ existence]. Et xxvjli. xiijs. iiijd. 
de prestito ad eandem Eece^^^am, xxx® die Aprt'Ks, eodem anno, 
super vadm ipsius GaUrM, missi in nunc^MW Regis versus paHes 
F^anc^e, ibidem. Et lespondet in compo^o suo inde alibi in hoc 
Rottdo^ Rotulo Gomi^otomm.^ 

1 See No. 72. 2 gee No. 140. ^ ^ot found. 

* See No. 101. Theoretically the Foreign Accounts of each year formed part 
of the Pipe Roll, and originally did so, but at this date they had become too 
voluminous, and were severed from the accounts of the Counties. The Pipe Roll 
is officially dated 2 Rlc. II., but should be 3 Ric, II. 
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124. 

1378, Sept. 29. — Accomd of NiohoJm Brembre and John PhUipoty 
Collectors of Customs and SuhsidwSf under the survey of Chauteerf 
from 2ith Aug. 1377, to this date, Paym&mt of 10?. 19*. 6c?. to 

Chaucer, 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 8, m. 62 d.] 
CoMPOTUS Wi^olax Brembre et io]\anim Philipot, quos [Rex] per 
h'feras suas patentes datos xxiiij*** die Atigusti, anno pnmo, penes 
ip^os remanentes, assignauit ad Custuraam et Subsidiu??2 lanarwm, 
coriorwwi, et pelliuw lanntam/w in Porta London^e * \as before] 
♦ * leuanda et colligenda, et ad opus Regis recipienda, et ad 
sigillum quod dicitwr Coket in Portu predzc^o custodiendwm, q^amdiu 
Regi placuent, ita qmd de exit/&tts inde prouenientibz^s Regi ad 
ScacGorium suum respondeant ; et per aliud brewe Regis de magno 
sigillo, datwwz die Octobrzs, anno s6c?iwdo, Thesawrar^o et £aronib»« 
liuius Scaccanji* directum, quod est inter Communia, de termiwo 
Sa»c^i Micha6?is, eodem anno ; in quo quidew brem continetur, qmd 
-per Regem et Consiliu??i anwn in Parliamento suo concordatum fuit, 
qiwd totum Subsidium lanar^^?)^ et pellium lanutarwm certis personis 
per Regem in dtc^o Parliame?2to suo deputatis pro expenses guerre 
sue solueretur, et q^^od antiqua Custuma, videh'cet, de sacco lane de 
indigenis d^midia marca, et de alienigem^ x s., vna cum exitihm 
Coketti, denarijs, et omnibus aliis inde proMemmtibm vltra dictum 
Subsidium, pro expenst^ Hospicij Regis et aliis neccesj^arijs Regit; 
esset reseraata ; per quod hvem Rex mandauit eisdem Themfirarto et 
Baronib««, quod dictum Svhsidium super d^'cfis lanis et pellibt^^ 
lanutis concessum ab antiqua Custuma lein&Yum et pellium lanuta- 
rttm, exiiibus Coketti, denarijs, et omnihtis aliis inde prouenientib««« 
vltra dictum Snhsidium, in compotis Collectorum Custumarwrn et 
Subsidiorwm predic^orM??* separari ia^ciant; videkcet, de hmusmodi 
Snhsidio lanarwm et pellium lanutarwrn, ac de dicta antiqua Custuma 
lanarwm, pellium lanutari*m, et coriorwm, necnon de exiiibus predic^i 
sigilli quod dicitur Cokett', a predicto xxiiij*** die Augusti, anno 
primo, ante quern diem J ohanms Warde et 'Ricardna de JTorthbury, 
nupe?- Collec/ores in Portu et locis predic^is, inde computarunt 
iumediate supra,^ ysque festum Sancti MichaeZis, anno secwMo, per 
visum et testimonium OalfrM Chaucer, Gonb'aToiulatoris eomndem 
Suhsidiorum et Custumarwrn Regts ihidem, videZ«ce#, de vno anno et 
xxxTj diobus, A quo quidem festo ijdem CoUectores sunt inde 
computaturi. 

i|( )|c 4t * * 

Swmma antique Custume — vj CCiiij"^* xiij li. vj s. viij d. 

***** 
Sttmma SnhsidiJ — ^xxxviij M* Dxxvj li. viij s, xj d. 

* * * * * 

I See Ko. 110. 
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Et prcfato Qonirarotvlaiori^ pro vadiV« suis per idem tempus, x li. 
xix 8. vj d,^ ivLxta ratam xli. per anmm. * 

Et qiiieti sunt. 

125. 

1379, Eeb. 3. — Paymewt of pa^t of Chancer* s first annuity, as a loan^ 
^wugh dm at Miehmlmm last. 

[Issue Roll, Mich. 2 Ric. 11. , m. 16. Nicolas, noto N.] 
§ Die Jouis, tercio die YehTiiarij? 

Oalfir^O Chaucer, cui Domtnus ^dwardus^ auus 'Regis 

hmm, xl marca^ mnuas ad Scacca?wm percipienda^ per hVeras suas 
paten/ea nuper conisessit, quas quide?n UYeras Do?neDt^ Rex nunc 
Gon^rmauii : In denan'26* si^^i libe^'att^, per manzts propi'UK^, de 
prestito super hmumiodi certo suo, videZ^ce^, de termtwo Sawc^i 
MichaeZis vltimo pretenYo ... xij li. xiij s. iiij d. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. Postea deducunt?*r de \m\usmodi ce?-to suo, vt pa^e^ 
in pelle xxiiij*" die May proximo sequence. 

126. 

1379, May 21. — Two hAf-^early payments of PkiUppa CJi^mcer's 
a9muity, to John Yemeburgh, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 2 Ric, IL, m. 5.] 
§ Die Sabbati, xxj^ die Maij. 
VhzUppBL \ Wxilt^ype Chaucer, nuper vni dpmicellart£?}i Capie^'e 
Chaucer. / 'Philippe^ nuper Ee^ne Anglie, cui Dom/n?(s Eex 
Ydwardns, auus Eegt^ huiw^, x marcas annzta^^ ad 
^mcmrium ad totam vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ipsa in eidem Re^me dum vixit impenso, per kYeras suas patentee 
nuper concemY, quas quidem hYeras idem Dom»n«^s Rex nuwc 
ratificauit eidem 'SYdlipp^ Chaucer, ha&endas in forma predicfa : In 
denariis sibi liberat/^, per assignacwmem sibi lactam isto die,i per 
ramus Joho/mis Yerneburgh', in pet^olucionem x maicamm sibi 
liberandan^m de hmusmodi certo sue, videh't^, de te?*mtms Samti 
MichaeZis et Fasche proximo preteritis, per duo bre^^ia sua de liberate 
de magno sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc termino ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

127. 

1379, May 24 — Payment of the an^ears of Chaucer* s two anmdties, 
[Issue Roll, Easter, 2 Ric. II. m. 5. ISficolas, note 0.] 
§ Die Martis, xxiiij*" die Maij. 
Galfrt^Zus \ Galfr^^:Zo Chaucer, cui Dowzims Rex ILdwardns, auus 
Chaucer. / Regis huius, xx marcas &nmcas ad Bcacca^num ad totam 
vil^m suam pej*cipienda«, p?*o bono se?*uicio per ipmim 

^ This assignment was made on the Sheriff of Lincoln, who owed 26^. 185. 
M., which sum was to be paid by him partly to Mary Seintcler, and partly to 
Philippa Chaucer. — Receipt Roll, same date. 
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eidem Domino Regi dum vixit impenso, per liteias snas patentes 
nuper concessit, quas quidem K^eras Dominm Rex mine tercio die 
Marcij ^ confirmailit : In deuariis sibi liberaU^*, per assignac*owe?» sibi 
facfam isto die in ipersolucionein xiij li. xix s. viij d. sibi liberandarMm 
de huiusmodi ce)'to suo, videlicet, tarn pro rata a predicto tercio die 
Maij (sic) vsqwe festiim Pasche tunc -proximo seq?/€ns, quam pro 
terminis Sawcti .MichaeZis et Pasche proxmo preteriU*, dednctts vero 
xij li. xiij s. iiij d. sibi liberates de hnimmodi certo suo, videbcet, 
tercio die Febm«r*; proximo pretmto, per brewe suum de liherafe, 
inter manda^a de hoc termiwo ... ... xxvj s. iiij d. 

Eidem Galfr^c?o, cui Doiyiinus Rex nunc xviij** die Aprilis anno 
regni sui prtmo xx marc as annwccs ad Scaccarium ad festa Sancd 
Mich«e?is et Pasche per equales porc^ories percipiendas, pro bono 
seruicio per ipsum eidem Dommo Regi impenso et in hxtmu7n impen- 
dendo, per UYeras snas patentes concesst^, et in recompensac*o?iem vniws 
picfeeri vini sibi per Dominwrn Regem IMwardum, auum Regis huius, 
in portu Ciuitatis Londonie, per manws Pinceme eiusdem Regis 
'Edtcardi et heTedi^?^ suon^^n, ad, totam vitam ipdius Qeifridi, qnolibet 
die percipiendi, pe?* litems suas patentee nuper concess^Y : In denams 
sibi liberates, per assignacto?2e?w sibi foc^am isto die, in per&oludormn 
xij ]i. iiij d. sibi libe?'andarw??i de \iVimmnodi cerio suo, videk'cef, tarn 
p9'o rata a pred^cifo xviij^ die Aprilis vsqwe festu??^ Sawc^i MichaeZis 
proxmo seqwens, qt^am pro termiwo Pasche pf^^oximo preterito, per 

brewe suu7» de libe?*a^e, in^e?' manda^a de hoc ter??iiwo 

xij li. iiij d.2 

128. 

1379, Sept. 29. — Account of Bremhre mid Philippoty Collectors of 
Cmtoms and Subsidies, under the survey of Chaucer^ for the 
year precedtTig, Payment of £10 to Chaucer. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Koll 14, m. 31.] 

London/^. — Compotus NichoZai Brembre et Johawwis Philippotes, 
CoUectorww Custunie et Snb&idij lanaram, pelliuw lanutarwm, et 
covioi-um in Portu Londome et in singulis portub«s^ et locis abinde ex 
vtraq«Ae parte aque Thamisie, [vsqi^e Grauesende,]^ et ibidem, et exinde 
ex parte Essex^ vsqwe Tillebury, et ib/c?em, per bre«*e Regis patens, 
datw7M xxiiij** die Augusti, anno primo, penes ipsos Collecfores 
remanews, xidelicety de hmusmodi Custuma et Bnhsidio a festo Sawc^i 
MichaeZis, anno secmdo, ante quod festum ijdem Collec^ores* inde 
computarunt, Ro^mZo Compo^orttm de Custum^5, vsqt^e festum Bancti 
MichaeZis proxi77io sequews, per visum et testimonium Geilfridi 
Chaucer, Oontrarotulatoris ea^^*?^dem Custumar2w?* et BuhBtdiorum 

^ Sic; it should be 23rd March, 1 Ric. II. 

- "12/. 13s.,'* erroneously, in Devon's Issue Rolls. ' Omitted. 

* "ijdem CoXiectores *' repeated. 
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Kegi5 ibide?n. A quo quidem festo ijdem Collectores sunt inde 
computaturi. 

***** 
Sunwia Recepte — ^xxiij DCCiiij*^ jli. viijs. iijd. ob. qua. 
♦ * * 

Et prefato Coiitraxotvlatorii pro vadns suis, x li, * * * 

129. 

1379, Oct. 18. — PaymeifU to Ghcmcer of 20*. of his annuity^ aft a 
^an, though reaMy dm, 

[Issue Roll, Mich. 3 Ric. II., ni. 2.] 
§ Die Martis, xviij° die Ociohris} 
QiMtcidviS \ Galfn'c/o Chaucer, cui Dominm Kex Edtoardus, auus 
Chaucer. / Eegis huius, xl maveas mnuas ad Scaccarium ad totam 
vitam suam percipiendas per I^^eras suas patented nuper 
Qoncessitf quas quidem litema Do7ninm Eex nunc confirmauit : In 
denar»> sibi liberat/s, per manus proprias, de prestito supe?* hmus- 
modi certo svLO ... ... ... ... ... xxs. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

[In margin :] 

Liberator ad Scaccarwiu Goinj^otoi-uin, xx° die Jum)', aumo sexto. 

130. 

1379, l^ov, 5. — Warrant hy John of Gaunt for the payment of a 
moiety of Chaucer's annuity. 

[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 14,^ f. 17,] 
Johan, [par la grace de Dieu, Roy de Castille de Leon^ Dac de 
Laiicastre,] e^c, A nostra trescher et bien ame Clerc, Sire William de 
Eughbrigg', nos^re Eeceiiiowr general, saluz. Nous vous mandons 
que des issues de vos^re Receite facez paler a les pe?'sones desouzescritz 
lewrs feez et annueltees a eux duz del terme de Seint Michel darrein 
passe, et en manere come vous aolastes les paier; cestassauoir, a 
* * * noz trescheres files Ph^7^29pe et Elizabeth', Geifrei 
Chaucer, * ■ * * ; receiuant deuers vous le/^res dac- 
quitance seueralles, tesmoignantes les paiementz queux vous lewrs 
issint paierez. * * * Done etc., a nos^re Chastel de 
Kenille worth*, le quinte iour de 'Sou.emhre^ Ian e^c. tierz. [3 Ric. II.] 

131. 

1379, Nov. 6. — Warrant hy John of Gaunt for the pay^mnt of a 
moiety of Philippa Chaucer*a <mnuity. 

* On the same day there was a payment to Bremhre and Philippe t, the 
Collectors, of the large sum of 13s. ^d,^ as a reward for their labour and 
diligence " in collecting the Customs and Subsidy. Chaucer probably had a 
share of this reward, aa he had of like rewards in later years. 

* This is the second Register of John of Gaunt. 
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[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 14, f. 16 b.] 
Pttr 'Philippe \ Johan, [par la grace de Dieu Roy de CastiUe et de 
Chauoy, et | Leon, Due de Lancastre,] etc., A nostse cher et bien 
Ministres et \ ame Clerc, Sire Robert de Whiteby, nosttQ Receiuottr 
Officer's Mon- j en Contee de ^^Ticole, saluz. . 'Eous vows mandons qwe 
meur, J des issues de yost^cB Beceite f acez paier a nostcQ ch^re 

ei bien amee Damoiselle, Viilippe Chaucy, sa annueltee 
pwr le te?me de Seint Michel darein passez ; et aussint facez paier a 
touz noz Ministres et Officers deinz vostvQ Receite lour fees et gages a 
eux duz et acustumez, et en manere come yous solastes en temps 
passez, noz autres le^^res nadgaires a vcyus enuoiez au contraire nient 
contreesteantes ; receiuant deuers vous le^res dacquitances desouz le 
seal de la dite VhilippQj tesmoignantes les paiementz quenx vows lui 
ensi f errez ; par queles \eUsx^% et ^ar cestes ^ nous volons qwe vous 
eneiez due allouance en wostzA aconte. Et outre ce, Yom mandons 
qt^e touz les deniers remenantz en vostre main de vos^re Receite 
enuoiez a now^ a no^^e Chastel de Kenilleworth', pwr y liuerer a 
no«^re Receiuo?«r general. Et ce ne lessez. Done e^c, a Kenille- 
worth\ le sisme iot^r de Koum^re, Ian etc. tierz. [3 Ric. II.] 

132. 

1379, Dec. 9. — Half -yewrly payments of Chaucer's annuities. 
[Issue Boll, Mich. 3 Ric. XL, m. 9. Nicolas, note P.] 
Die Veneris, ix** die Decembr*s. 
Q^lfridm ) Galfrid^o Chaucer, cui Dom^'nws Rex l^dwardas, auus 
Chaucer, j Regis huius, xx marcas immias ad Scaccarmm ad totam 
vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono semicio pe»' ip^wm 
eidem Dowmo Regi inipenso, per liYeras suas patentes nuper concessiY, 
quas quidejH hVeras T>ominm Rex nunc confirmauit : In denare^s s?6i 
liberati« per eandem^ assignoceo^tem, in persoluciowem x marcarMW 
sibi libemnd«rwm de \m\imnodi certo sue, videZ«cet, pro termino 
Michaels proximo preteHto, per hrefm suum de liberate, inter 
manda^a de hoc termi«o vj li. xiij s. iiij d, 

Eidem Qt9MTid% cui jyomimuB Rea? nunc xx txibxcos mrmas ad 
Scaccanwm, ad totam vitam suam percipienda^, pro bono seruicio per 
v^sunx eidem Domiwo Regi impenso, per kYeras suas patentes nuper 
concess*^ : In denaru'^ sibi libera^/s, per manws proprt'as, per eandem 
assignac^onem, in persoluc*o?zem x maircarum Bthi liberandarwm de 
hmusmodi certo sue, videk'cet, pro termino Michaefts -proximo 
preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, in proxma particwla superius 
allegatmw vj li. xiij s, iiij d. 

* Et par cestes," repeated in MS. 

^ This seems to be a mistake for * ' per assignacionem sibi factam isto die. " It 
consisted of 18a lOd. to be received from the Sheriffs of London, and 12L 7 s. lOd. 
from the Collectors of the Custom of Wools, London.— Receipt Roll, same date. 
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133. 

1380, Jan. 2. — Payment for a N'ew-year^s gift by John qf Gaunt to 
FhUippa Chaucer of a silver-gilt cup with cover. 
[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 14, f. 33 b. Nicolas, note DD.] 
Pur la grande \ Johau, [par la gmce de Dieu Koy de Casiille et de 
Garderobe. J Leon, Due de Lancastre,] etc., A nostte trescher et 
tresame Clerc, Sire William Oka, Clerc de nostve 
gmnde Garderobe, saluz. Kous vous mandons que des issues de 
yostve Beceite facez paier les sommes et deniers souzescritz as persones 
souznommez, cestassauoir : * * m Et a Adam Bamme,^ 
pur le pois de cynk hanapes et cynk couercles dargent susrorrez, de 
lui achatez, dont vn poise xliiij s. iiij d., par nous donez en la veile de 
la Concepcion nostre Dame a vn Chiualer le Sieur de Melane, a 
Sauuoye; le second hanape poise xxxviijs. xd.,le tierce hanape 
poise xxxvij 8. viij d.,le quart hanape poise xxxiiijs. viijd., et le 
quint hanape poise xxxj s. yd. ; les queux quatre hanapes, ouesqt^^ 
leur coudrcles, nous donasmes le iour de Ian Retioof a la Maistresse 
nostve tresch^re compaigne, Dame Senche Blount, Dame Blanche de 
Trompyngton', et Phelippe Chaucy — neof liures, sis soldz, et vnsze 
deniers. Et au dit Adam pwr la fesure et lor des ditz cynk hanapes 
et cynk couercles, pwr chescun meindre que le pois est pa?* cynk 
soldz ; et issint est la somme allouable oyt liures, vynt troys deniers. 
* * * La somme totaile des parcelles susdites amonte a 
cynk Centz quatre vyntz ei dousze liures, vnsze soldz, et quatre 
deniers ; de quale so??ime nous volons que par cestea vous eneiez due 
allouance en vos^e prochein aconte. Done etc, a nostrQ Chastel de 
Kenilleworth',, le second iour de Januier, Ian etc. tieiz. 

134. 

1380, May 1. — Deed of Release by Cecily Chaumpaigne to Geoffrey 
Chmmr m respect of her " rapPm'^ ^ 

[Close Roll, 3 Rio. IL m. 9 d.] 
De scripto \ Nouerint vniuersi me, Ceciliam Chaumpaigne, iiliam 
irrotu/a^o. / quondam Will«?wi Chaumpaigne et Agnetis wxoris eiw^, 
remisisse, relaxasse, et om?iino pro me et heredib«^s meis 
vmi^er^etuum quietism clamasse Galfrido Chaucer, armigero, 
onmimodaa acczowes^ tam de raptu meo, tarn \sic\ de aliqua alia re vel 
causa, cuiuscumqwe condicioms fuerint, quas vnqwam ha^ui, ha&eo, 
seu habere potero, a principio mundi wsque in diem confecci^onis 
presencium. In cuius rei testimonium presentib«i5 sigillum meum 
apposui. Hiis testibt««, Domnio Wille/mo de Beauchamy,^ tunc 

* He is elsewhere described as "orfeowr de Londres," on f. 48b, 1. 2 from 
foot.— F. J. F. 

* The meaning of this term has been discussed at length by Dr. Furnivall 
and Mr. Flojrd in the Trial -Forewords, pp. 136—144. 

3 As to his relations with Chaucer, see Mr. Selby'^ letter in the Athemmm, 
Sfay 26, 1888, pp. 661, 662 ; and see No. U3. 
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Cameram Domini Eegis, Dowmo Sohanm de Clanebowe, Dowtno 
WilleZwo de Keuylle, Militib««s, Joha««e Philippott,^ et ^imrdo 
Morel. DdXum Londonie, primo die Maij, auno regni Eegis Kicardi 
S6c«*wii post conquestttm tercio. 

Et me??^om7^d^*m, qwod predic^a Cecilia venit in Cancellana Ee^i^ 
apud W^tmonasterium^ quarto die Maij, anno presenti, et recognouit 
script am '^eddctum^ et omma contenta in eodem, in forma predic^a. 

135. 

1380, May 4. — Payment Fhilippa Chatocer^s annuity^ to WiUiam 
BagoU 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 3 Ric. II., m. 6.] 
§ Die Veneris, quarto die Maij. 
VYiiUpp^ \ Pll^7^/>J[9e Chaucer, nuper Domicelle Camere Vhilippo., 
Chaucer. J nuper E,e(7me Angke, cui Domimi^ Eex '^dwardus, auus 
Eeg^'s huius, x marctxs atmwas ad Scaccan'wm ad totaiii 
vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipaam eidem Regine 
dum vixit impenso, per k'^eras suas patentee nuper concesseY, quas 
quidem kYeras Dominm Eex nuwc confirmauit in forma predec^a : In 
denarm sibi liberati's, per manus WilleZmi Bagot, in persolucioraem 
X mBxearum sibi liberandartt/» de hmusmodi certo suo, videKcet, de 
termwis Sanc^i MichaeZis et Pasohe vltimo preteritis, per breue suum 
de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc termiTio ... vjli. xiij s. iiij.d. 

136. 

1380, May 11. — Warrant by John of Gaunt for payment to (jhaucer, 
of IQQa. in a/rrear of his annwdy, 

[Dnchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 14, £. 31.^] 
Jolian, [par la gmce de Dieu, Eoy de Castille et de Leon, Due de 
Lancastre,] e^c, A nos^re trescher et bien ame Clerc, Sire Williaiii de 
Bughbrigg , no6'??re Eeceiuowr gene?*al, saluz. Nous vous mandons q?*e 
as persones desouz escriptz facez paier ce qwe le?tr est aderere del, 
terme de Pasqwes darrein passez de lewr annueltees et assignement^, 
queles Us pregnont de noMs ; cestassauoir, a * * * et 
a Geffrei Chauey Cent soldz, it- ^ ^ \ receiuant 
deuers vous le^^res dacquitance seueralles desouz les sealx des persones 
auantdites, tesmoignantes les paiementz queux vous leur issint ferrez, 
par queles et par cestes nous volons qwe vous eneiez due allouance en 
vos^re aconte. Done etc.,. a nos^re Manoir de la Sauuoye, le xj. 
iowr de May, Ian e^c. tierz, 

137. 

138-0, June 30 and July 2. — D^eds of Release by Richard GoodchUd 
and John Grove to Chaucer ^ and by GecUy Chaumpaigne to them ; 
with a bond by John Grove to her for £10. 

^ One of the Collector^ of Customs, and afterwards Mayor of London. 
^ See Notes mid Queries^ 7 S., v. 290. 
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[City of London Records, Pleas and Memoranda, A. 23, m. 5 d.] ^ 
Chaucer*. — Vltimo die Junij, aimo legni 'Regis 'Ricardi secwwdi 
secMwdo,^ Bicardas Goodchild' et Johannes Groae, armurer, recogno- 
mrunt subsequens scnptum esse factum suum, in hec verba : 

Nouerint vniuersi nos, 'Ricardnm Goodchild', coteler, et Johannem 
G'roue, armurer, clues Londome, remisisse, relaxasse, et imperpetuum 
pro nobis, heredibws, et executoribws nosixis quietwm clamasse 
mlSvido Ckaucer, armige/'o, ommmodas acca?o?ies, querelas, et 
demandas quas versus dictum GslfTldum ynqtiam ha&uimws, ha&einus, 
seu aliquo modo ha&ere poterimw^, vel aliquis no^^rutn ha&ere poterit 
infuturtt??i, vaciom alicuizi^ transgress ionis, conuencionis, contractus, 
compoti, debiti, vel alterius rei cuiusc2*?nqtte, realis vel personaks, 
inter nos et i^redictum OalfncZum vel alique??^ nostrum inite vel facte 
a pnncipio mundi vsqt^e in diem confecc^oms presencium. In mitis 
rei testimonie^m presentibus sigilla nostra apposuimt^s. Daiuin 
Londonie, vicesimo octauo die mensis Junij, anno regni Begis 
Eicardi sec«*ndi a Conquests quarto. 

Goodcbild', \ Eodem die vemY hie Cecilia Ghaumpaigne, et cognouit 
Groue. / subsequens sc/vptum esse iaotum suu^?^, in hec verba : 

Ifouerint vniuersi me, Ceciliam Ghaumpaigne, filiam quondam 
WilleZmi Ghaumpaigne et Agnetts vxoria eius, remisisse, relaxasise, 
et omnino pro me lieredibws et executoribi^^ meis imperpetuum 
quietw??iclamasse Eicarc^o Goodchild', coteler, et Johanni Groue, 
armurer, ciuibus Londonie, ommmodeLS accioues, querelas, et de- 
mandas, tam reales quam personales, quas versus dic^os Eicart^um et 
Johannem vel eomm alterum ynqucan. ha&ui, ha6eo, seu quouismodo 
itifuturt^m ha&ere potero, racione cuiuscumq^ie cause a principio 
muMi vsque in diem confeccioms pres6ncia??^. In cmm rei testi- 
inonium presentibz^s sigillu7}^ meum apposui. Da.Utm Londome, 
vicesimo octauo die Junij, anno legni "Regis Eicardi sect^ndi post 
conquestf«m quarto. 

C. Chaum- \ SecunAo die Julij, anno regni Eegis Eicardi secundi 
paigne. ( quarto, Johaw*es Groue, armurer, venit hie coram 
Vacat, quia [ Maiore et Aldermawwis, et recognouit se debere Gecilie 
Boluit, J Ghaumpaigne, fiU'e quondam WilleZmi Ghaumpaigne 
et Agnetts vxoris eius, decern libras sterlingo?*w??^, 
soluendas ad f es^wm Sanc^i Michaelis proxtmo f uturMtn, etc, Et nisi 
fecerit, concedit, etc.^ 

' Discovered by Dr. Shaipe, and reported on in the Athoiceum, Aug. 14, 
1897. * Sle; error for gncarto, 

' This last entry is crossed out, and " Vacat" etc. is written in the margin. 
Dr. Sharpens MS. Indices to the Hasting Rolls mention Robert Ghaumpaigne, 
saddler, 1849 ; Robert Ghaumpaigne and Matilda his wife, 1363 ; and Nicholas 
Belenerge, xalled Ghaumpaigne, saddler, 1358. 
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138. 

1380, July 3. — Half-yearly payment of Chaucer's emnuities. 

Die Martis, tercio die Julij. 

[Issue RoUj Easter, 3 Ric. 11. , m. 10. Nicolas, note Q.] 

Qzlfridiis \ GBlfrido Chaucer, cui Dominus Rex "Edwardus^ auus 
Chaucer. J Regis huius, xx marcas animas ad Scacmrium ad totam 
vitam suam percipiendas per kYeras suas patentes concemY, 
quas quidem h'^eras Doniinus Rex nunc confirmauit ; et postmoduw, 
xviij^die Aprilis, anno pnmo Regis huius, Dominus Rex qui nunc est 
concessit eidem Oalfric^O xx marcas percipiendas singulis annis ad 
Scacaarium ewonn ad terminos Sancti Michaeifis et Pasche per equales 
porc«072es, vltra xx marca^ sibi prius^ per dictum Domiuum Regem 
ISidwardum auu?n conGessas : In deuariis sibi liberatis, per assigna- 
ciowem sibi factam isto die, in persoluciowem xx niarcar«?w sibi 
libera ndamwi de hmusmodi certo suo, videlicet, pro termmo Pasche 
proximo preterito, per bre?*e suu?» de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
termiwo ... ... ... ... ... xiij li. yj s. viij d. 

139. 

1380, Sept. 29. — Account of Bremhre and PhUippot, Collectors of 
Customs and Subsidies, under the swrvey of Chauc&r^for the year 
preceding. Payment of £10 to Chaucer, 

[Enrolled AccountSi Customs, Roll 14, m. 31.] 

London/^. — Compotus Mcho?ai Brembre et Johamiis Philippot*, 
Collector^?/* Custumarw??i et SnhBidiorum pred^ctomnl in Portu et 
locis predtc^is, per hveue predic^wm, videZice^, de hniu^stnodi Custumis 
et Siihsidiis a festo Sa^ci^i MichaeZis, anno tercio, ante quod festum 
ijdem Collecto?-es inde computarunt inmcdiate supra, vsqwe festum 
Sa«c^i MichaeZis proximo sequew^, per visum et testimonium Qslfcidi 
Chaucer, Contr«rotulatoris eamwdem Custumarwrn et Snhsidiorum 
Regis ibidem. A quo quidem festo Sanc^i Michae/is, anno quarto, 
ijdem Collectores sunt inde computaturi. 

***** 
Summa 'Recepte — xxiiij M* C iiij" li. vij s. vj d. qua, * * * 
Et prefato Contrarottdoi^y pro yadiis suis, x li. * * * 

140. 

1380, Kov. 28. — Ha^f -yearly payments of Chauce^^^s annuities; and 
payment of the bala nce of his expenses to Lombardy, 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 4 Ric. II., m. 8. Nicolas, note R.] 



1 "propi'ius," in the roll. 
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§ Die Mercu^^y, xxviij" Nonembris, 

Oalfr/t^us 1 Oalfri^o Chaucer, cui Uominm Eex 'Edwardm, auus 
Chaucer. / Segis hums, xx marca^ aximias ad ScaccaWt^m ad totam 
vitam suam pempienda^, pro bono seniicio per ip^m 
eidem Dommo Regi 'Edwardo impenso, per h'^eras suas pateiites 
concessit, quas quidem k'^eras Dominm E«x nunc confirmauit : In 
denams sibi liberatta, per manw^ proprias, in persoluc^owew x 
uinxcarum sibi libe?'andart*m de hmusmodi certo suo, videhcet, pro 
termiTio Michae?is proximo preterito, per breue suum de liberate, inter 
mandata de hoc termino vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem G-alfndfo, cui Domintis Bex nunc xviij^ die Apr^lis anno 
Begni sui pr%mo xx maxcas annt^as ad Scciccarium ad totam vitam 
suam percipiendos, pro bono seruicio per ipsum eidem Domino Regi 
impen^Oy et in recompen8ac*o«em vnius pichen vini eidem OtBlirido 
per d^c^wm Dominum Regem auuw concern, quoU'&et die in portu 
Ciuitatis London^e, per manus Pincerne eiusdem Dommi Regis et 
heredum suorum, ad totam vitam eiusdem G-alfrM percipiend*, vltra 
predtc^as xx marca^ sibi per predtc^Mm auum concessa^, et per d*c^Mm 
Dominum Regem [nunc] confirmata^, per literas suas patentee con- 
cern^ : In denam'tf sibi libe?*atiff, per manus proprias, in perso^ttciowem 
X voBXcarum sibi liberandan^m de hvmsmodi certo suo, videUeet, pro 
termino Michoe/is ^oximo preterito, per breue suum de liberate, inter 
mando^a de hoc termifzo vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem Galfri^^o, in denams sibi liberates, per manus proprias, in 
persolucjonem xiiij li. sibi debitarwm per compotum secu??^ fac^wm i ad 
Scaccan't^m Compo^ora^m de receptis, vadiis, et expense suis 
proficiscendo in !N"uncio Regis ad partes Lumbardie, anno prmio 
regni ^\mrd\ secwwdi, pe»" brewe de priuato sigillo, inter mandata de 
termi?io Pasche proximo preterito ... xiiij li. 

141. 

1381, Feb. 1, — Htdf-yearly payment of FhUippa Chaticer*s annuity ^ 
to her kushavd, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 4 Ric. 11., m. 17.] 
§ Die Veneris, pr/mo die Eebrwar^/. 

ThzUppB, ^TlxUippe Chaucer, nuper vni de domicellis Thilippej 
Chaucer. / nuper Regine Angk'e, cui DominMs Rex 'Edwardmy auus 
"Regis huius, x marcas annwas ad Scaccarmm ad totam 
vitam suam percipienda^, pro bono seruicio per ipsam eidem Thilijype 
nuper Re^ne dum vixit impenso, per hYeras suas patentee nuper 
concern^, quas quidem UYeras Dommws Rex nuKC confirmauit in 
forma predtc^a : In denar^tV sibi liberaXis, per manu$ Oalfrtc^i 

1 See No. 122. 
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Chaucer, mariti sui, in ^rsolucionem v maxcarum sibi liheremdarum 
de taiusiuodi certo suo, vide^^cet, de termino Micha<sZis ^I'oximo 
preterite, per breue mxxm de libent^e, inter mand«^a de hoc ter- 
mino ... ... ... ... ... .... ... Ixvjs. viijd. 

142. 

1 381, March 6. — Payment for a N^ew-yea/r^s gift by John ofGmmt to 
FhUippa Chcmcer of a silver-gilt cup with cover, 

[Duchy of Lancaster Kegisters,.vol. 14, ff. 48 b, 49. Wicolas, note DD.] 

Johan, [par la grace de Dieu, Eoy de Castille et de Leon, Due de 
Lancastre,] e^c, A nosfoe trescher et bien ame Clerc, Sire William 
Oke, Clerc de nos^re grande Garderobe, saliiz. Nous vous man dons 
que des issues de vostie Receite en no5^e Chambre facez paier as 
persones sousnowzmez les parcel les souses or /tes, cestassauoir : * 
* * Et a Eobert Fransois ^ur deux hanapes cue couercles 
dargent et swrorrez de lui achatez et par Tiotts donez, lun de eux a 
Fhe^ip/?e Chaucy meisme le iour [le iour de Ian Eenoef, Ian quart], 
dys liures, quatorsze soldz, et deux deniers.^ * )it Et 
cestes noz W^res vous enserront garrant. Done e^c, a nos/re 
Chastel de Leycestre, le vj. iot^r de Harcz^ Ian e^c. quart. [4 Eic. II.] 

143. 

1381, March 6. — Gift of £22 by the King to Chaucer^ as compensor 
tion for his wa^es and expenses in going to France in the time of 
Edwa/rd III, to treat of a peace, and a^ain to negotiate a 
ma/rrie^e between Richard II, omd a French Prvnicess,^ 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 4 Eic. 11. , m. 21. Nicolas, note R.] 

§ Die Mercury/, y j*^ die Marcij. 

Oalfr^dfttS \ Galfr/c^o Chaucer, Armigero Eegis : In denarus sibi 
Chaucer. / liberates, per manus proprias, per assignac/owem sibi 
factam isto die, in persoluci07^7» xxij li., quas Dominm 
Eex sibi liberare mandauit de done suo, in recompensac«o^em 
vadionM?z suorwm et custuum per ipsum ta^tomm eundo tarn tempore 
Eegts ^toardi^ aui Eegts \mms^ in Nuncio eiusdem aui versus 
Mounstreir et Parys*, in partibws Franc^e, causa tractatus pacis 
pendentis inter pfed^c^^^m auum et aduersariuwi suu??i Francze, qwam 
tempore Dowimi Eegis nunc causa locuctojiis ha&ite de maritagio inter 
ijpmm Domtnt^m Eegem nunc et filiam eiusdem aduersarij sui 
Francie, per brewe de prfua^o sig^7?o hoc terwiwo ... xxij K, 

^ It is not stated what was done with the other one. Another cup, costing 
40s., is stated lower down to have been given on the same day to Maijorie 
Deyncourte. Gold cups were given to the King and others. 

2 See Nos. 101, 102, 123. 
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144. 

1381, May 12. — Wan^ant hy JohnofOauntf&irpayriieTdof^ll, Ss. 2d. 

for expenses and gifts when Mizabeth Chomcy was made a Nun 

in BarMng Abbey. 

[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 14, f. 46.] 
Pur Sire 1 Johan, [par la grace de Dieu Eoy de Castille 
Wilk'am Oke, |- et de Leon, Due de Lancastre,] etc., A ii06-^re trescher 
Gardrober. J et bien ame Clerc, Sire William Oke, Clerc de 
liostve grant Garderobe, saluz. Nous vous man- 
dons que des issues de vo^ifre Eeceite facez paier Jes so^wmes 
souescrites as persones souznommez, cestassauoir : A nos^re bien amee 
Isabelle de Kelseye xiij li. vjs. viij d., pwr diumes expenses et 
coustages par lui faitz a loeps de nosfre treschere iille, Katerine 
Despaigne, auant qm nostie dite iille feast assignez destre ouesqi^e la 
Dame de Mohon*. * * * Et outre ce, facez paier des 
issues de vos^re dite Eeceite cynquante vne liures, oyt soldz, et deux 
deniers pwr diuerses coustages et despenses et douns faitz 'pur 
Elizabeth. Chaucy, au temps que la dicte Elizabeth' feust fait 
Nonnaigne en labbee de Berkyng'. Et volons que par cestes vous 
eneiez due allouance en vos^re aconte. Done etc., a la Sauuoye, le 
xy. iowr de May, Ian, etc., quart. [4 Eic. IL] ^ 

145. 

1381, May 24. — Half-yearly payments of Chaucer's and his wife^s 
annuities, to himself 

[Issue Koll, Easter, 4 Kic. II,, m. 5« Godwin, App< xvi., from Bymer'a 
MSa. Nicokfl, note DD.] 

§ Die Yeneria, xxiiij. die Maij. 

Oalfr/eZus ) QtBlfrido Chaucer, cui Dcnmnus Eex "Edwardus, auus 
Chaucer, j Eegis huius, xx marms dLumias ad Scaccarmm ad totam 
vitam suam percipiendo^, p?-o bono seruicio per ip^Mm 
eidem j) amino Eegi 'Edivai'do impenso, per hYeras suas paten tes con- 
cessit^ quas quidem kYeras Dominm Eex nunc confirmauit: In 
dQnariis sibi libera^«s, per assignac^o?^e??^ s*&i factow isto [die], in 
^rsolucionem x m&vcarum sibi liberandarwm de hxiiv^modi ce?*to suo, 
videlicet, pro termiwo Pasche vltiwio preterite, per brewe suuw de 
liberate hoc termiTCo ... ... . , . ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem Geiltrido, cui Dominus Eex nunc xx marcas Sir\mias ad 
Scaccariwm ad totam vitam suam percipienda^, pro bono seruicio per 
ipsum eidem DGmino Eegi impenso et impendendo, et in recompen- 
sactoTiem vnius pichere vini eidem Oalfree^i per dictum Domiuum 

1 This was alluded to by Prof. Hales in the Atheneeum, March 31, 1888,. 
p. 404, but withoat any reference. It is difiicult to find such an entry in the 
Duchy records, as the Catalogues are very meagre, and mention comparatively 
few names. Prof. Hales suggests that this Elizabeth may have been a daughter 
of the poet. 



232 AiD. 138L c's Wif^s Annuity. His Sale of his FatJier's Hcmse. 



Eegem 'Edivardum auu??* concessei qnoUbet die in pottu Ciuitatis*' 
LonSon/e, per manus Pincerne eiusdem Eegis aui et hevednm suom/i, 
ad totam vita?>i ipsius Gkdfiri^i pcrcipiende, vltra predic^as xx 
mavcas sibi yer dictum auum Goucessas et per dt'otuia Dominum 
Eegem nunc contirmafos, per K^ras suas patentes concessit: In 
denari/s sibi liberates, per eandem a^ssignadonem, in persoluczowcm x 
mdixearum sibi liberandarwm de \ivitismodi certo suo, videlicet, pro 
termxno Pasche proximo preterito, per bretfe suum de liberate, inter 
nianda^a de boc termino ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d, 

Fhi7i^^a \ Thilippe Cihaucer^ miper uni domicellarwm Thilippey 
Chaucer. / nuper liegine Anglie, cui Dominus Hex Edwardm, auus 
Eegis buit^s, x marcas annwas ad Scacca?'mm ad totam vitam 
suam percipiendas, pro bono seruicio pe?' ipsam tarn eidem Domino 
Eegi quam dicte Eegine impenso, per h7eras suas patentes nupe»* 
concern'^, quas quidem UYeras Dnminm Eex nunc confirmauit: In 
denanVs sibi liberates per manus predtc^i Galfree^i, mariti sui, in 
persoluceonem y marearum sibi Ixheraxidat'um de hxxiumodi certo suo^ 
videhcet, pro termim Pasche proximo pretCTito, per hrem suum de 
liberate, inter manda^a de hoc tej-miw) Ixvj s. viij d. 

146. 

1381, June 19. — Release hy Geoffrey Chaucer, son of John Chaucer y 
Vintner^ of London, to Henry Herhnry, of a tenement in St^ 
Martinis in the Vintry, extending from Thames Street to the 
Water of Walbrookf which had hdonged to his father, 
[Husting Roll, 110, No. 8.] 
VhAcvtx TERRE, tenta in Hustengo Londome, die Lune proximo 
post festum ^amte Margarete! Yirginis, anno regni Eegis Eicaidi 
sect£7idi quinto* 

Scriptum HennW \ Ifouerint vniuersi me, Galfrtc^^^m Chancer, 
Herbury, vinetarij> ( filium Johamis Chaucer, vinetaw/ Londome, 
per QzMtcidum fremisisse, relaxasse, ac omnino pro me, herediftws, 
Chaucer. ) et executoribiis meis impe>*pe^«wra quietumcla- 

masse Henrico Herbury, ciui et vinetano dic^e 
Ciuitatis, totum ius meum et clameum quod vnqwom ha&ui, hafteo, 
seu quouismodo infuturum hai^ere potero in quodam teneme^i^o situate 
in parochia Sanc^i Martini in Yinetria Londonte, inter tenemen^t^m 
WilleZmi le Ganger, versus orientem, e^ tenemew^t*??* quod quondam 
fuit Joha^^nis le Mazelyner, versus occidentem, et extendit se in 
longitudine a vico regio de Thamystrete, versus austrum, vsqwe ad 
aquam de Wallebroke, versus aquilonem, et quod quidem \,Qiiementum 
dictm Vimsicm mode ha&et et possidet, et nuper fuit predic^i 
Johannis, poMs mei ; ita, videKcet, quod nec ego, pred^c^us 6alfr^'(ius, 
nee lierede« mei, nec aliquis alius nomine nostvo, aliquid ium vel 
clamij in predicto tenemeTs^o cum suis i^ertinenciisy nec in aliqua 
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pa?'cella eiusdem, decetero exigere, vendicare, seu reclamare ipoterimus 
nec debemt*^ infutiim??z, set ab omni acciom ium et clskmij inde 
simus exclusi per presentes impet^^etuum. In emus rei testimonium 
huic present! scripto sigillu??^ memn apposui. Dat^^?^^ Londome, 
decimo nono die mensis Junij, anno regni Regis 'Ricardi BeounAij^ost 
conquesfcuwi quarto. 

147. 

1381, Aug, 1. — Advcmce 0/63, Sd. to Chaucer on account of one of 
his annuities, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 4 Kic. II., m. 12.] 
§ Die Jouis, prAno die Augusti. 

Oalfru^us 1 GalfrtV^o Chaucer, arraigero, cui Dominus Eex "EddmrdtiSf 
Chaucer. J auus E-egis huius, xx marms annwo^ ad Scaccariam ad 
to tarn vitam suam pe/xipiendos, p?'o bono se?'uicio per 
ipswm eidem Do7mno 'Kdwardo Eegi impenso, pe?* kVeras suas patentee 
concm*^, quas quidem literal Dominm Rex nunc confirmauit : In 
denarm sibi liberates de prestito supe?' hmusniodi certo suo, videlicet, 

de termiTio MichaeZis ^ronhno futuro vj s, viij d. ; vnde 

Respondebit. 

[In margin :] 

Liberatt^r ad Scaccarmai Gom^otorimj xx"* die JumJ, mm vj***. 

148. 

1381, Sept. 29. — The original Account of Niclwlas Breinhre and 
John Fhilippot^ {here called Knights^ Collectors of Customs 
under the survey of Chaucer, for the year preceding, 

[Exchequer Accounts, Q. B., Customs, V»J 

London/^. — Partic?tli ^ Compori KichoZai Brembre et Johanwia 

Philippot, Militu??!, Collec^or/«3i Custumarw??i et ^\\h^idiortiin Keg? 6* 
laiiamm, pelk'wm h^mxiarum^ et coitonim in Portu London*, videkcet, 
de exitibw^? eovundem Custumarum et ^\ihsidio7'uni Eegis ibidem, 
a festo Sancfi MichaeZis, anno q^^arto, vsqwe festum Saiicti MichaeZis 
l>roxiino seq^ieus, per visual et testimonium Gtdl£cidi Chaucer, Gon- 
trarotulatom eorw?idem Cxistnmai'um et Snhsidiorum Regis ibidem. 

[Tliis heading is written in such a peculiar handwriting that the question 
suggests itself whether it may not be that of one of the Customers, or even of 
Chaucer himself. It was clearly executed by one unaccustomed to clerical work, 
and it is very different from the rest of the account, which is in a beautiful 
handwriting, covering ten membranes. The names of ships, shipowners, and 
merchants (indigence and aHemgence\ the quantities of goods, and the amounts 
of the Customs received are stated in columns, which is an uncommon feature in 
accounts of this period. See also No. 180.] 



1 ^tc; usually Particule." 
LIFB-RBOOBDS, IV. 16 
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149. 

1381, Sept. 29. — Account of Brembre and Philippoty Collectors of 
Customs and Subsidies, undei' the survey of Cliaucer^for the year 
precedifig, Paytnent o/£10 to Ciwmcerr, 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 31.] 
CoMPOTus MchoZ«i Brembre et Jolia?zms Philippo^, CoWectoruyn 
CwBiumamm et ^vlbMiorum lanarw??ij pellium lanutarwm, et 
corior2i?n in Portu Londome, per brewe Eegis patens, datwm xxiiij*^ 
die Augusti, anno primo, penes ip«os GoWpxtores remane?i«, videZ/ce^, 
de exit{&MS earwwdem Custnmamm et Subs^^^^or^<w^ Kegis ib*c2em, 
a festo Sawcrt MichaeZis, anno quarto, ante quod festum ijdem 
CoYLectores inde computarttw^ inmediate supm,^ vsqwe festum Sancd 
Michaefls ^roxi^no seqtiens, per visum et testimonium (jBLltridi 
Chaucer, Contrarotulatoris earundem Cmtumarum et Svihsidiormn 
Regis ibidem. A quo quidem festo ijdein NiclioZaus et Joha?mes, 
Collec^ore^ ihldem, sunt inde computaturi. 

***** 
["Eleven rolls of th^ Controller, of parcels, delivered into the Treasury," are 
referred to. See No. 148.] 

S?(inma Eecep^e— xxiij Milto Ixij li. xix s. j d, * * * 
Et prefato Contrarotulatori, pro vadiis suis, x li. * * 

150. 

1381, Nov. 16. — Half-yearly payment of one qf C/iaucer' a annuities, 
and 071 advance of 6«. 8d, on the otft^r, 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 5 Ric. II., m. 9.] 
§ Die fSabba^i, xvj** die N'ou(;mbr/5. 
Oalfr^eZas 1 GalfriV^ Chauoer, cui Y>omimi% Rex nunc xx marz-a* 
Chaucer. J aunwas ad Scaccarmm ad totam vitam suam percipiend«5, 
pro bono seruicio per ip6'«in eidem Do?nmo RegL impenso 
et impendendo, et in recouipensac*onem vnius pichere viui eidem 
OalfrttZo per dzc^t^m Do??imMm Eegera 'Edwardtim, a,mv)i Regis 
hmus, conaesse quoh'&et die in portu Ciuitatis London«e, y^er man us 
Pinee?*ne eiusdem Eegis aui et hereduwi Buorum, ad totam vitani 
ip^ius 6alfrw?i percipiende, vltra xx maicas sibi per dictum aixiwi 
concessaSy et pe/* Dowtiiwm Eegem nunc confirmataSj per litems 
patentee conces***^ : In denar^is* sibi libe?*ateV, per assiguac*07jem sibi 
lactam isto die, in ^ersolmlomm x mencarian sibi liberandarz«?i de 
huiitsmodi certo suo, videh'cet, pro termiwo MichaeZis i^oximo 
preterite, per brewe suu?^^ de liberate, in^er manda^a de hoc termiwo 

vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem Gralfrz<io, cui Domimis B£x l^dwarduSy anus Regis luiius, 
XX marcr«6» annwa-? ad Scaccarmm ad totam vitara suam percipienda§, 
pro bono seruicio per ipswm eidem Domino IMwardo Eegi impenso, 
^ i, e, on the same roll. See No. 139. 
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per hVeras suas patentee concessit, quas quidem Utevas Do^mnm Rex 
nunc Gonfirmauit : In denar^is sibi liberatiis, per eaudem assignact'cwe/w, 
de prestito super hmusniodi certo suo ... vj s. viij d. ; vnde 

Respondebit 

[In the margin of the latter entry :] 
Libe?'atMr ad Seaccariwm. Gompotoriwi xx° die J uni/, mm vj***. 

151. 

1381, Nov. 28. — Payment to Bremhre and Philippot of £20 each, 
and to Chaucer of \Q marks, for their diligence in collecting the 
Customs and Subsidies,^ 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 5 Ric. II., m. 10,] 
§ Die Jouis, xxviij" die 'Novbenibris. 
Wicholans Rrembre, \ 'Nicholao Brenibre et Johannl Philippot, 
Johannes Philippot. ) Collectorib«s Custume et Subsidij Eegis in 
Portu Londonze, ac QBlfvido Chaucer, Contra- 
rotulatori eorimdem in Portu p?'edic^o : In denaxiis eis liberatis, per 
a,S8ignacione7}i sibi facfam isto die, nomine suo -proprio,^ pro assiduo 
labore et diiiguncia per ip^os appositis in officiis [sui»] in anno vltimo 
elapse circa collecciofzem denariorttm pr(7uenienc22£77i de eisdem 
Custuma et BuhBtdto in anno vltimo elapso, videlicet, cmlihet 
pf*edictovum CollectorM??i xx li., et predict Contrarotula^ori x marcas, 
per brewe generale de priuato sigillo, inter mmdata de hoc teriiii?io 

xlvj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

152. 

1381, Dec. 21. — Half-yearly payment of one of Chaucer's annuitieSf 
and of his wife's, 

[Ibid., m. 14.] 
§ Die Sabb/iii, xx.j° die Decembm. 
OalfrtVius ) Qdlbido Chaucer, cui Domlmis Rex nunc xx marcoa 
Chaucer. J imnuas ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam suam ad teminos 
Sancti Mich^teZis et Pasche per eqiiales porcioTzes pe7*ci- 
piendoa, pro bono seraicio per ipsMin eidem 'Domino Regi impenso 
et irnpeiidendo, per UYeras suas paten tes concessit : In denarm sibi 
liberates, per SLS^igusicionem sibi fac^am isto die, in persolncionem x 
raa.Tcanim sibi liherAndarum de huiusmodi certo suo, videl/cet, pro 
termiwo 8anctl Michae^is proximo preterito, per hveue siiwn de 

liberate de magno sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc termhio 

vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

TTiilippB, \ 'Philippe Chaucer, nuper vni DomicellarM?3i Vhilippc, 
Chaucer. J nuper Rej^ine Angh'e, cui Dominu^ Rex ^dwardiis, auus 
Regis hui?/s, x marms ^nwuas ad Scaccarium ad totiim 

^ This out-of-the-way entry was pointed out by " Hermentrude " in Mes aiid 
Queries, 3 S. viii. 367. Other similar entries hare been found since. 

^ That is to say, by assignment upon the Collectors, payable, out of the 
moneys received by them, "to themselves and to the Controller." — Receipt 
Roll of tlus date. 
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vitani suani p^rcipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipsam tarn eidem 
Domino Eegi qtmm pred^c^e Regine impenso, per h'toas snias patentes 
mvLcessit^ qiias quidem kYeras T>omi\xm Rex nunc confinnauit : In 
denarwb* sibi liberates, per pred/c/am assignac^oy^ew, in perdoluc^^wem 
V imvmmm sibi liberandarM?» de hxxiusmodi certo suo, videU'ce^, pro 
te?'nii«o Michae^is proxt/wo preterito, per brewe suu/w de liberate, 
inter manda^a de hoc iermmo Ixvj s. viij d. 

153. 

1382, April 20. — Grant to Chaucer of the office of Controller of the 
Petty Custom in tlie Port of London, during tfie King*s pleasure, 
{See also No. 155.) 
[Patent KoU, 5 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 21 ; and Chancery Warrants, series I., file 1565.] 
De contmrotula- I 'Rex, Omn\hus ad quos etc, Sciatis, qtw>d con- 
tore oonstituto. j cessim?ts dilec^o nobis Galfric?o Chaucer officiu??z 
Contrrtrotulatoris parue Custume nostra in porta 
Londome, h«Z/end^^??^ qmmdiu nobVs placuerit, percipiendo in officio 
illo vadia consueta ; volentes q?^od altera pars sigilli no^/ri, quod 
dicitwr Coket, in porta ^reiUdo, in custodia ip^ios Galfn'tii remaneat, 
q««aindiu officiu?^ ha^uerit m\)rasMctii\n. In cui?^s etc. Teste Rer/e, 
apud WQ^imonastenmn^ xx. die Aprilis, 

Pe?' billam Ih&murarij^ 

154. 

1382, May 6. — Paymmt for a Nevyyem^'s gift hy John of Gaunt ta 
PhUijjpa Cluiucer of a silver-gilt cup toith cover, 
[Duchy of Lancaster Kegisters, Vol. 14, ff. 60&, 61. Nicolas, note DD.] 
Tur le grande \ J ohan, [par la grace de Dieu, Roy de Castille et de 
Garderobe— >Leon, Due de Lancastre,] etc, A no^^re trescher et 
Oke, ) bien ame Clerc, Sire William Oke, Clerc de nos^re 
Garderobe, saloz. Nous vous mandons que des 
issues de vo^re Receite en nostve Chambre facez paier as pea'sonos 
souznomees les so??^nles desouzescrites, cestassauoir : * * * Et a 
Adam Baniine, pwr le pois de ix hanapes one conercles dargent et 
s?i7^orrez des dinerscs pois de Ini achetez, et par nous donez, lune al 
Maistresse nos^re tresame compaigne le dit iowr [i. e., le iowr de Ian 
Renoef], le second a Monsiewr 'Richard de Eureley, le tierz a 
Mons?>?ir Thomas Morreux, le quart a Dame Blanche, sa compaigne, 
le quint a "Bhilij^j^e Chancy, le sisme a Sire de Vertyne, le vij"** al 
Collectowr no^fre tresseint pier le P«pe de no^re doun, vynt liures, 

^ This refers to the Chancery Warrant," at the end of which are these 
words : Fiant consimiles U'^ere patentes prefato Galfrifio ad faciendim et 
exceTcendt£»i officiu?n prL>du;^m per se vel snfficientein deputatiim pro quo 
respondere voluerit." (See No. 165.) There is also a brief "fiat" by the 
Treasurer of England to the Lord Chancellor for a "commission " appointing 
Chaucer as Controller. 
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sys soldz, cynk deniers, et mail ; et pw/- la fesure et swrorre des dite 
ix lianapes et couercles, xvij li. vj s. v d. ob. * ♦ * Et cestes iioz 
le//i-es vous eiisc?'ronfc garrant. Done e^c, a Wesfcmo««tffer, le yj. iour 
do May, Ian eta. quint, [5 Eic. II.] 

155. 

1382, May 8,~-Grant to Chaucer of the office of Controller of the 
Petty Custom in the Port of Lo^idon, with the otlier part** of 
tU " Coket " seal {See also No. 153.) 

[Patent Roll, 6 Ric. IL^p. 2, m. 15. Godwin, App. xvii.] 
De contmrotula- 1 Eeic, Oin?dbtts ad quo&e^c^ saletteni. Sciatis, q«od 
tore coiistituto. J concessimte^ dilec^o nobis Oalfr^c^O Chaucer 
officii! m Contjya'otulatoris parue Custmne wostiQ 
in Portu London^e, hahm6.iim et exe<??*cendw??i ^er se vel snfficientem 
deputatum suum, pro quo respondere voluerit, qzirtuidiu iiob«5 
placuerit, percipiendo in officio illo vadia consueta; volentes q?iod 
alt€?*a pars sigilli no^^ri, quod dicitwr Coket, in Portu predti!^, in 
cnstodia ipsius Galfr/f?i seu dzWi dcputati m\ renmneat, qz^cenidiu 
dfficium hahnrnt m\>raAichmi. In cuius etc. Teste 'Reye, apud 
Westniomste^'iumy viij. die Maij. 

Fer billani 'rhemurarij,^ 

156. 

1382, May 10. — Ilcdf-yearly paynvent of one of Chmm'^a annuities^ 
aiid part-payment of the otJier, 

[Issue RoU^ Eastev,. 5 Ric. II.,. m. 2.] 
§ Die Sabbart, die Maij. 
Oalfn'c?U8 ) Q^Mtrido Chancer, cui Dowtrms Rex nunc xx marca* 
Chaucer. ) ann«as ad ^mcmrmm ad to tarn vitam suam percipienda**, 
p?*o bono semicio pe?* ipawni eidem Domino Regi impenso 
et impendendo, et in recompensacio?2e?)i vnius pichere vini -eidem 
Galfric/o per Dominum Regem 'Edwanhwi, axxmn Regis huiw^?, concesse 
qvLolibet die in portu Ciuitatis London^e, pe/* manus Pince?*ne eiusdem 
Regis aui et hevedum suorwrn, ad tota?w vitam fpsixxs Galfr^c^i 
percipiende, vltra xx marctw sibi per diotmi auuwi coixQesscLS et 
-per dictum Dominma Regem nunc confimiata«j i^ei' Kferas suas 
patentes concessit : In dmarits sibi libe?*at«5, pc?* assignacionem sibi 
fac^am isto die, in pe?'Soluc»'o?2€»i x moxeamm sibi liberandfrrM??i de 
hmusmodi certo suo, videl/cet, p?^ te?'miwo Pasclie i^ivximOf \>er breue 
suum de liberate, inter manda/a de hoc termino ... vj li, xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem Galfr^V^o, cui Do^ninus Rex IMtaardus^ auus Regis huius, 
XX marcos zxinuas ad Sc^^Kcca>*mm ad totam vitam suam percipiendo^?, 
pro bono ee?micio pe?' ipst^m eidem Domino "Edivardo Regi impenso, 
per h'iferas suas patentes concessit^ quas quidem k'feras Do^ninus Rex 
nunc confirmauit : In denartVs sibi Iiberat^s, pe?" eandera assignactowe???', 

^ There is no copy of this among the Chancery Warrants, but see note to No. 153. 
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in partem soliiczowis x mdixcarum sibi liberand a?nem de \mmsmodi 
certo suo, videkcet, yro termino Pasche vltimo prefcerito, per hreue 
suum de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc teiiaino . . . Ixvj s. viij d.^ 

157. 

1382, July 22. — Taymmt of the bakmce of one of Chaucer's 
annuities^ dvs at Easter last ; and half-yearly payment of his 
vdfe^s annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 5 Ric. II., m. 12,] 
§ Die Martis, xxij'* die Julij. 
Oalfrzd^us \ GdMrido Cliauoery cui T>ominm Eex 'Kdwardusj auus 
Chancer. / Regis huius, xx marcas axinuas ad SGaccd,rium ad totam 
vitam suam percipiondo-^, pro bono seruicio per ip^wm 
eidem Domino 'Kdioardo RegL impenso, per litems suas patentee 
concern^, quas quidera hYeras Domimis Eex nunc confirmauit : In 
denarm sibi liberat^5, per assignac^<>?^e??^ sibi fac^am isto die, in 
yersolnQtonem x msLvcarum sihi liberandarwm de hmusmodi certo suo, 
videK<?et, pro termiwo Pasche proximo preterito, per brei«e suu??i de 
liberate hoc termi?^o ' Ixvj s, viij d. 

Thilipps. \ TlLtlippe Chaucer, nuper vni domicellam??* 'Philippe^ 
Chaucer. / nuper Kegine Angl/e, cui Bominus Rex Edwardtis, auus 
Regis huius, x niarco^ annual ad SGaccanum ad totam 
vitam suam percipienda^, p7*o bono servicio per ipsam tam eidem 
Do^nino Regi quam "Philippey nuper Regine AngHe, irapenso, per 
UYeras suas patentee conoessit, quas quidem Itoas 'Doininus Rex nunc 
confirmauit : In denaviis sibi liberates, per eandem assignaezo?iem, in 
persoluc^o?^em v marca/'wwi sibi liberandarw??^ de Imimmodi certo suo, 
videkcet, pro termino Pasche prox*wio preterito, per brewe suum de 
libe7'ate, inter mandator de hoc termi?io ... ... Ixvj s. viij d. 

158. 

1382, Sept. 29. — Account of Bremhre and Philippot, Collectors of 
Customs and Subsidies y under the survey of Chaucer , for the year 
preceding. Payment of £10 to Chaucer. He testifies that the 
toeiglits for iveighing ivools in the Weigh-home had been renewed, 
[Enrolled Accounts, Castoms, Roll 14, m. 31.] 
CoMPOTUS Nicho?ai Brembre et 3oh.anni^ Philippot, Collectomn 
Custuma^•M^?^ et BxjihMiorum lanamw, p^ium lanutar?«7W, et conorum 
in Portu London^e, pe?^ brewe Regis patens, datww xxiiij*° die 
Augusti, anno primo, penes ip^os Collectares remanent, videlicet, de 
exitibzi.5 earw7^dem Custumar?^?n et Subsidiormji 'Regis ibidem, a festo 
Sancti Michae?is, anno quinto, ante quod festum ijdem CoUectores 
inde computarunt inmediate supra, ^ vsqz^e festum Sawc^i Michaelis 

^ The }3alance of this annuity, due at Easter, was not paid till 22nd July. 
The treasury seems to have been short of money at this time. 
2 See No. 149. 
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proximo seqwens, per visum et testi??io7iiwni Galfr/f?i Chaucer, 
Contrarotulatoris earw«dem Casta ma>'w?H et ^Mhstdiorum Eegis 
i^didem. A quo quidem festo ijdom ITicho^aus et Johan^^es, Col- 
\ectores ibidem, sunt inde computaturi. 

* * * * 

[Eleven rolls of tlie Controller are referred to, as before, but they are not extant.] 
Summa 'Recej^te — xxvj M^DCCxliij li. xiiij s. vij d. ob. qua. 
* * * Et prefato ContmrotwZa^on', pro vadiis suis, x li. * * * 
Et in denarm Bolulis iper ipsos pro ponderibz^^ innouatis pro Ian is 
ponderand^'s in domo Pesagij lanavum in Ciuitate Londome, ixli. 
vj s, viij d., per breue B.Qgts de priuato sigillo, uvotulato in 
Memorawd/s de anno vj'^ Ee^^'s huiz^^, tenniwo MichaeZis, et per 
'te^xhnmium Oalfr^Vii Chaucer, Cout?•arotulatol'^s dic^orw??i Custm- 
arum et Si\}\mdiorum in eodetn Poitu. * 

159. 

1382, Sept. 29. — Account of John Organ and Walter Sibill, Collectors 
of [Petty] Customs^ under the survey of John Hyde and Geoffrey 
Chimcer, successively Comptrollers, for the year preceding. 
[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 39.] 
CoMPOTUS Joha/mis Organ et Walteri Sibill', CoWedorum Custum- 
arum Eegis in Portu Londonte, et in singulis locis abinde ex vtraqwe 
parte aqne Tliamis/e vsqwe Grauesende, et ihiderHy et exinde ex parte 
Essex' vsqz^e Tillebury, et ibidem, Custumis lana^w?^^, corior?/??i, et 
pelliu?^^ lanuta?*wm exceptz's, per bre^ie Eegis patens, datw??i xxvij^ die 
Marcij, anno quarto, penes ipsos Collectores imvanens, videZ/ce^, de 
exit/&w5 Yixnus^nodi Custumarziw? a festo ^ancXi MichaeZts, anno 
quinto, ante quod festum iidem Johamos et Walterus alias inde 
coniputare^;}/ inmediate snpro, y^que fedti^»» Sa»c/i MichaeZis, anno 
sexto, per visum et testimonium^ Joha/mts Hyde et Gkkl&icZi Chaucer, 
successiue Gontrarotulatorum Gustuniam/>i i^re^ioiaxum, A quo 
quidem festo pred/cifi Joha/^;^ Organ ei Walterus sunt inde 
computaturi. 

* * * 3ft * 

Bitmma Recepte — DCCCCxxixli. xij s. vj. d. ob. qua. Et 
respondent in Eo^wZo quiiito, in Adhuc Item London/a.^ 

160. 

1382, Sept. 29— Doc. 5. — Account of John Organ and Walt&i* Sibill, 
Collect07*8 of Customs, under the survey of Ghcmcer, 
[Pipe RoU, 6 Rie. XL] 
Adhuc Item London/.!. 
Johannes Organ et Walterus Sibill*, Collec^o?'^^ Custuman«m 
Eegis in Portu London/e, Custumis lanarwwi, coriorw/n, et pelk'w?u 

1 Their further account on the Pipe Roll docs not mention Chaucer, Rent 
was paid for a house "for coUectiug and keeping the Customs in." 
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Imutarum excieptis, leddunt compotum de Clxxli. vs. jd. de 
Temanentia compo^i sui de exitibus Cnsinmarum predictar^w, 
videlicet, a festo Sancti MichaeZis, anno vj*°, vsqwe quintiiw diem 
Decew5m proximo seq^uentem, per visum et testimonium Galfmd 
Chaucer, Contmrotula^ons Ciistnmariim predictamm, si cut con- 
tinetur in compo^o suo inde, B^tido Compotomm de h.Mim)7iodi 
Custumis. Et DCiij 11. xjs. j d. qm, de eisdem Custumis, pro 
Johanne Organ et Walte?*o Eauf, Colleetoribm ibidem, YideUcet, a 
quinto die Decembrz>, anno sexto, wsque iestnm Bancti Michae?is, 
anno vij'', per testimonium pred^Vii Cr9]fridi, sicut continetur in 
compo^o suo inde, dicto "Rotulo Com^otorum de Custum^^.^ * * * 
Et debent Cxxiiijli. xixs. xd. ob. 

[In margin :] Ex.onerantur in 'Rottdo seqwente.^ 

161. 

1382, Nov. 11. — Half-yearly payrmnts of Ghcmcer^a two cmnmitiea^ 
and of his wif^s, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 6 Rio. II., in. 5.] 

§ Die Martis, xj** die ^ommhris. 
Oalfr/c^us \ Galfr^Vs^o Chaucer, cui Dommws Eex nunc xx raarcos 
Chaucer. / a.nnwas ad Scaccanwrn ad totam vitam suam percipiendrts, 
pro bono seruicio per ipswm eidem Do?nino Regi impenso 
et impendend(?, et in recompensac*o?iem vnius pichere vini eidem 
6alfre6?0 per T>omivLum Begem ^^wardumy auum Regis huins, conces^e, 
quoU*/!^et die in portu Ciuitatis Londonfe, per manus Pincerne eiusdem 
Eegis ^dioardi aui et heredum suor?im, ad totam vitam suam ipsius 
Gal£r^c^i percipienti {sic)^ vltra xx marcas sibi per dtc^um auuwi con- 
cessaSf et 'per dtc^um Dommzm-Regem nunc confirmatas, per hVeras 
suas patentee concessit : In denams sibi liberatzs, videlicet, per assigna- 
cionem sibi isictam isto die, Cs., et in moneta per manus propvlas 
xxxiij s, iiij d., in persolucfo»e?)i xx m^xcarum sibi liberandarwm de 
hmusmodi certo suo, videk'cet, pro termi?io Sancti Michae^is proximo 
pj'eterito, per bret^e suum de liberate, inte?' manda^a de hoc termi?eo 

vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem Galfr/c?o, cui Dominus Kex Ydioardus^ auus Eegis buius, 
XX niarcas annwcwj ad Scacca?wm ad totam vitam suam pe?'cipiendas, 
pro bono seruicio per ipsz^m eidem 'Domiwy IMivardo Eegi impenso, 
per It^eras suas patentes concessit, quas quidem hYeras Dominus Rex 
nunc confirmauit : In denarus sibi liberat^s, per pi'edictanx assig- 
iiaLcionem, in persolucio?ze??i x moicarwn sibi liberandarw??i de huiws- 
modi certo suo, videlicet, pro termi?eo Pasche (sic) proximo preterito, 
per brewe suum de liberate, inter mandata de hoc termi»o 

vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

1 See Ko. 167. 

2 i. e. in Pipe Roll, 7 Ric. IL No payment to Chaucer is there mentioned. 
See also Pipe Roll, 8 Ric. IL 
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"Philipp^L 1 'PYlilippB Chaucer, mv^er vni domicellarw?w Vhilipp^, 
Chaucer, j nuper Kegine Angke, cui T>ommm Kex YAwardus^ aims 
Eegis luiius, x marcas annwas ad ^cacmHum ad totam 
vitam suam percipienda^, pro bono se?'uicio per ipsam tam eidem 
"Domino ^Edwardo Regi qzmm predzc^e Eegine iinpenso, per UYeras 
suas patentes concemY, quas quidem liYeias I)o??^mi«^s Eex nunc 
confirmauit : In deuan^g sihi libemtis, per manns eiusdem Oalfridi, 
in persoluc^(?ne??^ v xnAvcarum sibi liberanda?-w?7^ de \mtu^inodi certo 
suo, videUcet, pro t6?'nitno MichaeZis j^roximo prete/'ito, per brewe 
8UU7» de libemte, inte?* manda^a de hoc iermino ... Ixvj s. viij d. 

162. 

1382, Dec. 5. — Accou7it of Organ and Sihill^ Collectors of the [^Petty\ 
Customs^ under t/ie sit/rvey of Chaucer, front 2^th SepL to 
thia date. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll. 14, m. 39 d.] 
CoMPOTus Johanms Organ et Walteri SibilF, nnper CoUectorum 
CustuniarMw Kegis in Porta London «e et in singulis locis abinde ex 
vty-aqwe parte aque T}iamis?e vsqwe Grauesende, et ibidem, et exinde 
ex p«?*te Essex' vsqt^e Tillebnry, et ibide??z, Custuniis lanan/w, 
coriortt?», et pelliu7W lanutar?^ exceptis, per bre?«e Kegis patens de 
magno sigillo, datw7?z xxviij"* die Marcij, anno quarto, pones d*c/?/m 
Johannem Organ remane7^5, videZtce^, de exitibiis hnitosmodi Custiim- 
arwm a festo Sancti Michaelis, anno vj^, ante quod festum ijdeni 
JobaTiwes et Walterus alias inde computarunt ex alia pa?*te EoMi, 
vsqwe qnintuw diem Decembr^s proximo sequente?n, per visum et 
testimonium Osifxidi Chaucer, Contrarotula/o^^'s Cnstuniar«??i 
predtc^art^m ; quo quidem quinto die Decemb?%s Rex exone?anit 
dictum Walte?7*m ab officio predtcto, et assignauit Walterwra Rauf 
loco suo ad d^cfwm officium faciendun^ cum prefato Johanne Organ, 
per brewe suum patens de magno sigillo dtcto Walte?*o Eauf inde 
directum, datum eodem quinto die Decembr^>, anno sexto, et ixTotula- 
turn in Origina?z7)ws de eodem anno, et penes ipszim Waltfir2«m 
K^manens}, et a quinto die Decembr«&», anno sexto, ijdem Johannes 
Organ et Walterus Rauf, CoUectores ibtcfem, inde computarunt ex 
alia parte Eotuli.^ 

sfs }|i )|c jf: 

^umma Rece/?^e — Clxxli. vs. jd. Et respondent in Rotulo vj'", 
in Adhuc Item Londonio.^ 

163. 

1382, Dec. 10. — Eeimrds to Bremhre^ Philippot^ and Chamer, as 
before. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 6 Ric. II., m. 8.] 



^ The account is really on the same side of the roll, lower down. 
2 See No. 160. 
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§ Die Mercuny, die Decembm. 
Nicho/aus Brembre, \ Nicho/ao Brembre ef Joha?mi Philippot, 
Johannes Philippot. J CoWedorihus Custvime ef Bwh^idij E-egiV in 
Portu London/e, ac GalfnVZo Chaucer, Con- 
t?'arotulatori eovundem in Portu predsfc^o : In denartis eis libcrat««, 
per assignekcionem sibi fac^am isto die, nowu?ie suo proprio, ipro assiduo 
labore et diligenc^a per ip^os appo^itis in officiis siiis in anno vltimo 
elapse circa collecc2''o'«em denoriorum iprouememciuvi de eisdeni 
Custuma et Snhsidio in anno vltimo elapso, videk'^^et, cuik'^et pre- 
dictornm GoWedorum xx li. d Contrarotulatori x mavcaSy "per hvem 
generale de priuato sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc termi/?o 

xlvj IL xiij s. iiij d. 

164. 

1383, Feb. 27. — Advance of 6s. Sd. to C/taitcer on account of his 
yearly feQ ofiO mai^hs. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 6 Ric. IL, m. 15.] 
§ Die Veneris, xxvij** die YehTtiariJ, 
Qdl&idTLS \ Qslbido Chaucer, armigero : In denarws sibi liberat/* 
Chaucer. J per nian?*^ propnas de p?-estito super quodam f eodo annuo 
xl mtKTcarum sibi per Regem coneesso ad Scacmrium ad 

totam vitam suam percipiendo vj s, viij d. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

[In margin :] 

Liberator ad Scaccarium Com^otorum xxx^ Juny, Q,nno vj*°, 

165. 

1383, May 5. — Hcblf-yca/rly payrmnts of Chaucer's annuities and Ms 
wife's, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 6 Ric. II., m. 4.] 
§ Die Martis, quinto die Maij. 

Galfridus 1 Gdlixido Chaucer, armigero, cui T)ominu^ Rex Edwardus, 
Chaucer. J auus Regis huius, xx mareos annwa^? ad Soaccarium ad 
totam vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ip^wm eidem Dc?mzno Edwai'do Regi impenso, per kYeraa suas patentes 
concessity quas quidem K^eras Dominm Rex nunc confirraauit : In 
denar/*» sibi liberates, per assignaciOTiem sibi facifam isto die, in 
persoluciowem x maTcarum sibi \ihei*&ndamm de hxiiifsmodi certo suo, 
videk'cet, pro termino Pascbe proximo preterito, per hreue suu??^ de 
liberate, inter mandaifa de hoc tcnniTjo ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem Qslfrtdo, cui Dominus Bex nunc xx m&rcas annwa^ ad 
Bcaccarium ad totam vitam suam percipienilas, ipro bono seruicio per 
ipswm eidem Do7nino Regi impenso et impendendo, et in recompensa- 
cionem vnius picbere vini eidem Galfr^tZo per cU'c^wm Dominum 
'Edwardum Regeni, mmn Regis huie^^?, concey^e, quoh'&et die in portu 
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Ciuitatis London /e, per man us Pince?*ne eiusdem Eegis aui et heredu?>i 
suom?>i, ad totam vitam ipsius GalfrM percipiende, vltra xx marca« 
sibi per diC^um frnmn covLcessas et per I)o??2inttra Rogem nunc con- 
fimiatas, pe?' Iz^eras suas patentee zoncesdt : In denaii/s sibi liberals, 
per assignac^V>?^e/^^ predic^am, in persoluc^o?^e?^^ x mmarum sibi 
liberanda?'tt»i de liuiwi'jwot?^ certo suo, videlicet, pre? termi?io Pasche 
proxzjjio preterito, pe?' brewe m\nn de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
tenniwo ... ... ♦ . . ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

ThilippSL IPh/7^}>pe Chaucer, nuper vni domieellartt»i PIuYtpjoe, 
Chaucer, j nuper Regine AngliJe, cui Dominus Eex ^Iwardtts, auiie 
Regis huins, xx marcas ann?tas ad Sc«ccarmm ad totam 
vitam siiam percipiendas per lUevas suas patentes concessit, quas 
qiiidem Kferas Dominus Rex nunc confirmauit : In denar^'/s sibi 
libemtis per pred^c^am assiguaciVwe/w-, in persoIuc/o?^e/?^ v msiTcarum 
sibi liberand«rM?n de hmusmodi certo suo, videlicet, pro te?*nii«o 
Pasche ^^oximo preterifco, per brewe suuw de libe?*ate, inter mand«^a 
de hoc terjjiino ... ... ... ... ... Ix vj s, viij d. 

166. 

1383, Sept. 29. — Account of Bremhre and FMlippot, Collectors of 
Customs and Subsidies, under the survey of Chaucer, for tlie 
ymr preceding. Payment of £10 to Chaucer, A house hidlt on 
the quay of the Wool-ioharf for the Tronage {weighing) of Wools, 
and for the scales, loeights, and counting-office of the Custo)7iers, 
Controllers, and Clerics of the Tronage, 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, KoU 14, m. 31.] 
CoMPOTUs predtc^ortt?7i ^ Wxo^olax et Johawwis, Collec^orww Cus- 
irnnarum et Snhsidiorum \)redictoru7n in Portu London^e, per brez^e 
Regis patens, dsitum xxiiij*'' die Augusti, anno p?'imo, penes ipsos 
Collectore^ reman ens, videZicei^, de Qxitilms eam7^dem Custuma?7i??i et 
Biibsidioruvi Regis ihidem, a festo Saiicti MichaeZis, anno sexto, ante 
quod festu?ra ijdem Collectors inde computarunt inmediate sup?'a,^ 
vsq?./.e festum Sawc^i Michael's proximo seq?.«ens, pe?' visum et 
testimonium?! Qslbuli Chaucer, Contmrotulatoris enriiTidem Custum- 
arum et 8\ibsidiorum Regis ihtdem. A quo quidem festo Bancti 
MichaeZis ijdem Collectcres sunt inde computaturi. 

***** 
Summa Uecej^te — xiiij CCCxlvj li. xiiij d. * * * 
Et prefato C on traro tula tori, p?'o vadiis suis, x li. * * * Efc 
Johcmwi Churcheman, cui Rex quarto die Julij, anno sexto, concessit 
quadragiwta solidos per B,nnum -pro quadam domo quam idem 
Johannes edificauit pro quiete Mercatorwm super kayam vocatam 
Wollewharf , in Warda Turris, in parochia O^nnium Saiictorum de 
Berkyng Churclie, in Londonm, inter kayam Pauli Salesbury, ex 

1 See No. 158. 
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pa/*te orientali, venellam vocatim Watergate, ex parte occidentali, 
ad deseruiendu7?i pro tronagio lanarwm in Portu predzc^o ; in qua 
quideni E,ex concessit, quod durante vita ipsius Johannis tronagiu??^ 
lii-edictum teneat7w-, qwamdiu Eegi placeret,^ et quod Eex ha&eat 
aisiamenta in domo pred^'c^a pro bilancijs, ponderib^is, et computatorio 
-pro Custnmariis, Contrarotulatoribz^s, clericis, et aliis officiama 
tronagij predtc^i, cu?» introitu et exitu eorMiidem, prout in aliis loc^s 
vbi tronagium pred^cttttn esse solebat; percipiendum (sic) dietos 
quadraginta solidos ad termiwos Sawc^i MichaeZis ef Pasche, per 
equales porc/o»es ; ac eciam eidem Johawwi, cui E-ex decimo octauo 
die Julij, anno septi?7io, pro eo qt^od d^'c^us Johmmes, preter d?c#am 
domum pro tronagio ordinatam, et p?'eter solariu/?z supr« eandem 
domu??* pro dic^o computatorio dispositam, Eegi concessit quandam 
camerulam pro latrina dzc^o computatorio annexam, necnon solarium 
desuper computatoriu??i pi'edictum, quod quidem solarium continet 
triginta et octo pedes i:i longitudine, et viginti et vnum pedes et 
dimidium in latitudine j et in quo quidem solario sunt due camej'e et 
ymvn garitum, vt dicit2«r ; hahendum et tenendum Eegi et het'edil/tis 
Eegis pro aisiamento ampliori d'k^tomm Custumarior2«?i, Contrarotu- 
latortt?», clericortt??i, et aliorww officiarior«?>i tronagij sup?'adic<i ; 
durante vita pj-efati Jdhannis concessit, vltra quadraginta solidos 
annuos suprad^c^s, alios quadraginta solidos percipiendos sing?dis 
annis pro dictis camerula et solario supra com puta tori u??i predecfwm, 
et aisiamento in eisJem, ad termiwos So.wcti MichaeZis et Pasche, per 
equales porctowes, ad totam vitam ip^ius Jolv;m?iis, per manus 
Custumar^'orttm predzctorM??i ; yidelicet^ tarn de diesis quadraginta 
solidis quarto die Julij conceasis, a fosto Sanoti MichaeZis, anno vj***, 
qiictm de aliis qiiadragmta solidis a Eege concessis, a predtcfo decimo 
octauo die Julij, vsq?ie festu??i Sanc^i Micliae/is, anno septimo — 
xlvij s. X d., per hreue Eegis ixwtulatum in Memorand/s de anno 
vij" Eegis huiit^, termino Hillari/, quod est inter Gommunh. de eodem 
anno, et hYeras patentee dicti Joha7^nis de recep^o. * * 

167. 

1383, Sept. 29. — Account of John Organ and Waltei* Rauf, Collectors 
of [Petty] CustomSy under the survey of Chaucer^ from bth Dec, 
1382, to this date, 

[Enrolled Acconnts, Customs, KoU 14, m. 39 d.] 
London/^, — Conipotus Johannis Organ et Waiterl Eauf , Col- 
lecto7*uin Custumar2/??i predictarw??i in Portu et locis pred^c^is,^ 
Custumis lanamwi, coriorwm, et pelliu??2 lanuta?-wm except is, per duo 
breiiia Eegis paten cia de magno sigillo diatis Collectoribus inde 
directa, quorum dattt??i prtini brewis xxvij'' die Marcij, anno quarto, 
et secMwdi brei^is quinto die Dece??i&r*s, anno sexto, et que annotantwr 

^ The three preceding words are underlined, and were doubtless intended to 
be omitted. 
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in conipa'o ^iidi ^ohamih Organ Walt^ri SiWir,Tiup0r CoWedorum 
GvL^imnarum predictsLViim in Portu et locis predictisy de prima pa?*te 
Imius anni inmediate vt sup /-a 3 ^ vide^tce^, de exit^6^^s hui?i6^?iiofl^t 
Custuinarw/« a predicto quinto die Decembris, anno sexto, ante 
quem diem pred*c<i Johannes Organ et Walterus Sibil 1' alias inde 
computarunt vt supra, vsque festuw Sa7iGt[ MichaeZis, anno vij°, per 
visum et testimoniu??* GalfrM Chaucer, CoTitraTotnlaions Custuiu- 
arum predtc^arw.??2. A quo quidem festo ijdem Joha?i»es Organ et 
Walte*'us Eauf , CoWectm^es ibidem, sunt inde computaturi. 
4: m * + * 

Stimina Rece^y^e — DCiij li. xj s. j d. qiia, Et vespondent in Eo^mZo 
vj% in Adhuc Item London/a, post aliud debiY«??i 8uu??i.2 

168. 

1383, Oct. 24-. — Half-yea/)*ly payment of Chaucer^ b annuities; his 
wi/e^a being left unpaid. 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 7 Bic. II., m. 3.] 
§ Die Sabbad, xxiiij'" die Octobrw. 
OalfireVZus \ Galfn'c^o Chaucer, cui DomimtB Rex l^dtvardusy aims 
Chaucer. J Regis huius, xx niarca^ annwo** ad Scaccarium, ad to tarn 
vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono serwicio pe?* ip^wm 
eidem Doniliio ^dwardo Regi impens(?, per k*/eras suas ptitentes 
concessit, quas quide??* h'^eras Dom^'n^s Rex nunc confinimuit : In 
deimriis sibi libe?*atis, per aj&Bignaciomm sihi lactam isto die, in 
persolMcionem x marcarwm st6i liberandarwjn de hmusmodi certo sue, 
yideKcet, pro te?'miwo Mic/taeZis proximo preterite, per brewe suum de 
libe?'ate hoc tej'mino ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem GalfnVio, cui Dominm Rex nunc xx marcas ?Lmmas ad 
Scaccariam ad totam vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ipswm eidem Domino Regi impenso et impendendo, per hYeras suas 
patentes concessit, et in reconipensacio«e?» ynim pichere vini eidem 
Oalfrit^o per dictum Dominum Edwardum Begem, auuw 'Regis 
huius, concesse, quoh'^e^ [anno] in portu CiuitatVs Londonie, per manus 
Pincerne eiusdem Regis aui et heredam suorM?w, ad totam vitam ipsius 
Qdlfridi percipiende, vltra xx marca^ sibi per dictum auu??^ concessas, 
et per Domfnum Regem nunc confirmatas : In denart^'s sibi libe?'atz> 
per predicifam assignacio«e»i, in persoluc^'owem x mBiGa7*um sibi 
liberandar«*m de hiiiusmodi certo suo, videlicet, pro termi«o Michae/is 
proximo preterito, per brewe snum de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
termino vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

169. 

1384, Feb. 11. — Rewards to Brembre, Philippot^ and Chaucer^ as 
before, 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 7 Bic. II., m. 16.] 



1 Soo No. 162. 



2 See No. IGO. 
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§ Die Joins, xj^ die ¥ehmartj\^ 
Colledores Cu&tume 1 NichoZao Brembre et JoYianni Philippot'^ 
et ^xibsidij Eegis y CollectoribMs Custuine et Sulmdij Eegis iu 
in Portu London^'e. J Porlu Londome, ac Qeilfrido Chaucer, Con- 
t?'arotulatori eorw?zdem in Portu predtc^o : In 
denams eis liberat*s, per a8signacto7i6?» sibi faatam isto die, no?m;te 
suo proprio, de regardo p?*o assiduo labore et diligence per ipsos 
appositis in officiis siiis in anno vlti?no elapso circa colleccionem 
denaiioru7n pj-onewiencium de eisdem Custuma et Subsidio, videk'cet, 
cuili&et predic^orMm Collecton^w xxli. et predicto Cont?'ai'o tula tori 
X marcusj per brewe generale de priuato sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc 
termi«o ... xlvj li. xiij s, iiij d. 

170. 

1384, April 30. — Half-ymrly payrmnts of Chancer' s annuities^ due 
at Easier, and the arreot^B of his wife's annuity dm at 
Michaelmas preceding y hers partly by assignment^ and partly 
in ready money, ^ 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 7 Bic. II., m. 2.] 

§ Die Sabba^i, xxx*' die Aprilis. 

Oalfr/d^us 1 QeiHrido Chaucer, armigero, cui 'Do7nimi& Eex 'Edwardus^ 
Chaucer. J auus Regis huius, xx marca« annwas ad Scaccanum ad 
totam vitam suam percipienda^, pro bono se?Tiicio per 
ips?im eidem Donino 'Edwardo Eegi impenso,' per hYeras suas 
])atentes concessiY, quas quidem hYeras Doniinus Rex nunc con- 
firraauit: In denanVs sibi liberates, per assignacto7?em sibi fac^am 
isto die, in persoluc/owe??i x maicarwn sibi liberanda?'MW de liiii?<s- 
modi certo suo, videl/ee^, pro termino Pasclie p?'ox*?;io preterito, per 
brewe suujji de liberate, inter manda^a d^ hoc termijio 

vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem GBlfitdo, cui Doinimis Rex nunc xx ma,vcas annwa^ ad 
Scaccarium ad totam vitani suani percipienda«, pro bono seruicio per 
ip«uni eidem Domtno Eegi impenso ei impeiidendo, et in reconi- 
pensacto?zem vnius pichere vini eidem GtBilirido per dictum Do??iin2/ni 
TLdivardum Regem, mnm Regis huius, conces^e, quolt&et die in portu 

^ Not 23 Nov. 1383, as in Prof. Skeat's Life, p. xxxiv. This Roll contains 
entries of the repayment of 120Z., lent to the Exchequer by Sir Nicholas 
Brembre, Knight, Mayor of London ; of 221. due to him for the safe- conduct of 
John Northampton, late Mayor of London, who was arrested in the City and 
sent to Corfe Castle ; and of 666^, 13s. id, paid to John Thilippot, citizen of 
London, for the wages of men-at-arms, archers, and mariners going in divers 
ships and barges to Scotland, in the King's service. 

2 From this it is clear that a payment by assignment was not a payment in 
money. It was a draft upon some officer, receiver, or collector, and may be found 
recorded in the Receipt Rolls of the Exchequer. Assignments were sometimes 
made to Chaucer upon the Collectors of the Customs. 
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Ciuitatis Londonze per manns Pincerne eiusdem Kegis aiii d hereduw, 
smrum ad to tarn vitam ip.s'ius Galfr^Ji percipiende, vltra xx morcas 
sibi per dictum, auum concessas, et per Dominum Eegem nunc con- 
firmate, pe?* hYeras suas paten tei? Goncessit : In denoxiis sibi liberati^, 
per assignaciowem predzc^am, in persoluctowem x m^iYcarum sibi 
]iberanda?'Mm de hui?«smo(Zi certo suo, videhcefc, pro temiwo Pasche 
proximo preterito, per brewe suuwi de liberate, inter mandft^a de hoc 
termino vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

VJliUpp^i \'Bliilt2)pe Chaucer, nnper vni domicellan/m 'PhiUj)pe, 
Chaucer. J nnper Kegine Angli'e, cui Dominus Edward us, auus Eegis 
huitts, X maveais annwo^ ad ScacGarium ad totam vitam 
suam percipienda^ per IsYeras suas patentee conce«*tV, qnas quidrm 
hVeras Dommm Rex nunc confirmamt : In denartV* sibi liberal 
videlicet, per predic^um assignaciowem xl s., et in moneta per manus 
predtc^i Galfn'c^i Chaucer xxvj s. viij d., in persoluc/oriem v maxcaru7n 
sibi libe?*andarMrw de hwusmodi certo sno, videltcct, pro termiwo 
MicliaeZis vlti??2o prete^'ito, yer hreue simm de ]ibe?-ate, inter mandata 
de hoc tenni^jo ... ... ... ... ... Ixvj 8. viij d. 

171. 

1384, July 3,~Accotmt of Organ and Rauf Collectors of [Petty\ 
Cvstoms, under the survey o/ Chaucer, from 29th Sept, 1383, to 
this date, 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 39 d.] 

CoMroTUS Job a/mis Organ et Walte?'i Rauf, \\x\\\er CoWeciorum 
Custumam?u Regis in Portn London it; et in singulis [4ocis] abinde ox 
vtraq?^e parte aqne ThamLste vsqwe Graiiesende, et ibit/em, et ex in tie 
ex parte Essex' vsqwe Tillebury, et ihidem, Custuniis lanarww, 
coriorwm, et pelliu7)i ]anutar«9n exceptis, ]ier duo brewia Regis paten cia 
de maguo sigillo dictis nuper Collectoribufi separatim inde directa, 
quoK/m datmn pn'mi hveim pro dicto Johanne Organ xxvij** die 
Marcij, anno quarto, et seCM?idi breiiis pro dicto Walte?'0 quinto die 
Decembrw, anno vj^°, et que annotantur in compofo dictorw?« Johfm?2is 
ef Walteri, Collec^ortt??^ Custumarttm pj-ed/c^artww, vt supra/ vide??*ce^, 
do exitj&MA* hnittmiodi Cnstumar«??i in Portu et locis p?*ed^cifis a festo 
Sawc^i Michae/is, anno vij"", ante quod ijdem Collectore^ inde com- 
putarunt inmediate supra, vsqwe te?'ciu?rt diem Julij tunc p?*oxmo 
seqwen^ewi, per visum et testimoniu?ji Oalfri^i Chaucer, Contrarot^i^a- 
toris Custumarw?« predM'.^arw??i, quo die p?'edf;his Johrtw?2es Organ 
amotus fuit ab officio pred^c^o, et Wille/wn«s More, vynter, constitutus 
in eodem officio loco suo, et cum dido Waltero associatus, per brewe 
Jlegis clausum de d^c^o magno sigillo predtc^i [s^'c] Johawi inde 
directu?n, datwji xij'' die Julij, anno viij°, super hunc compof?m 
liberatum. In quo conttwe^wr, qwod, cum Rex dtc^o te/'cio die Jul'j 

1 See No. 167. 
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assignauerit i^redictos Wilhimum et Walte?*tttii ad dtc^as Custuma* 
in Porta et locis -predictis leuandtts ef coUigendas et ad opus Eegis 
recipiendos, E-ex mandauit eidem Johannif quod se de officio pred?'c^o 
a dicto tercio die Julij nuUatenus introniitteret. A quo quidem 
tercio die Julij, anno viij^ predtc^i WilleZmus More, vyntcr, et 
Walterus Rauf, Collectores ibidem, sunt inde coniputaturi. 

***** 
Summa Uecepte — DCCixxiij li. xvij s. xj d. qua, Et xespoTideni 
in Ro^wZo vij**, in Adhuc Item Londonia.^ 

172. 

1384, Sept. 29. — Account of Brembre and PhUippot {the latter being 
succeeded on his death by John Organ\^ and of Brembre and 
Organ, Collector a of Custo?ns and Subsidies, under the survey of 
CJuiucer, for the year preceding. Payment of £\0 to Chaucer, 
[Enrolled Accounts, Castoms, Koll 14, m. 31 d.] 
CoMPorcTS NichoZai Brembre et Joliaw?<is Philippot', GoWedomm 
Custuniarttwi et Bnhddiorum lanamm, pellw9?i lanutarwm, et 
QOTiorum in Portu Londoner, per hxeuQ Eegt's patew^, dat«m xxiiij** 
die Augusti, anno primo, supe?- hunc (tompotum restitutwm ; predic^i 
NichoZai, pro se et predido socio suo, defuncto, de Bxiiibm earwwdein 
Gustumarwrn et ^\}hMiorwn Regis ibidem, a festo SancZi MichaeZis, 
anno vij**, ante quod festum ijdera CoWectores inde computarnnt 
Hotulo Compotonm de. Custumt*, vsque xxv*** diem Maij proximo 
sequeidejn, quo die dtcZus JohanTies obiit ; ac predict NichoZai pro 
seip^o de hjiuisniodi exiti^u^ ab eodem xxv^" die Maij, anno vij**, per 
breMe Regis de magno sigillo, d&tuin xxvj*® die Maij, eodem anno, 
super hunc compoZttui restitutttm, vsque primum diem Jul^* proximo 
seqMen/e??i, quo die Eex per brewe sunin patens assignauit ipsum 
NichoZaum et Jo\ia7i7iem Organ ad Custumas eZ Snbs^^Zia lanarwm, 
Goxiorum, et pellium l?in\itarum in Portu predecZo, videUceZ, de 
quoH&et sacco lane de iiidigenis qm'nquaginta solidos, et de alienigenis 
quatuor marcas, et de quibusliftefc ducentis pellibus lanut^a de 
indigenis qmnquaginta solidos et de aMenigenis quatuor marcas, et de 
quok'^>et lasto corZor^jw de indigenis Centum solidos et de alienigems 
octo marcas, leuanda et colligenda, et ad opud [sic] Eegis recipienda, 
et ad sigillum quod dicit?«* Coket' in Portu predicZo custodiend?*?n, 
qmmdiu Eegi placue?*it, ita qwod de exiiibus inde prouenientibws 
Regi ad Scaccarium suum respondeant ; [et] pred^'cZi Nicbo/ai pro 
se et predicZo Johrmne Organ, socio suo, de hmiisinodi ex\tibus a 
pred^'cZo paimo die JnUj, anno vij^^ vsqwe fes/«m Sancti MichaeZis 

* This further account is on the Pipe Roll of 7 Ric. II., but does not 
mention any paynient to Chaucer. Their account is continued in Pipe Boll, 
8 Ric. XL, under ** Residuum Londonie," and in 9 and 10 Ric. II. 

^ A writ in favour of the executors of gir John Philippot, Knight, is entered 
on the Close Roll, 8 Ric. IL, ni. 31. ^ Qu. viij^. 
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"proximo seqwen** per visiim et tesiimoxdum QnJftidi Chancer', 
Contrarotwlatoris eomndem Custumarwm ei Bnhsidiorum 'Regis 
ibid(3??i. A quo quidem festo ydem NichoZaus et Johaw?2es, Col- 
lectores, sunt inde computaturi, 

s|c 4> * 4e ♦ 

Summa Bjecepte — xxiij D iiij" xviij li. iij s. ij d. ob. * * * 
Et prefato Contmrotttlatori, p'o vadiis suis, x li. * * * 

173. 

1384, Oct. 18. — Half-yearly payments i^f Chaucer^ s annuities^ and 
payment of the arrea/rs of hie wife^s annuUyy due at Easter 
preceding, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 8 Ric. II. , m. 3.] 

§ Die Martis, xviij** die Octoftm. 

Oalfn'cZus ) Galfrtc?o Chaucer, armigero, cui Dominus Eex Edtvardus, 
Chaucer, j auus Eegis huius, xx marcos Skunms ad Scaecariura ad 
totam vitam suam peroipienda^, pro bono scruicio per 
ipsum eidem Domino Edwardo Eegi ixnpenso, per litems suas paten tes 
concessit^ quas quidem kYdras Dominus Eex nunc confirmauit : In 
denanVff sibi hhemtis, per assignac^'oTiem sibi iact&m isto die, in 
persolucionem x ma.vcarum sibi liberandarum de hnitmnodi certo suo, 
videh'ce^, pro te>inino MichaeZis proximo preterite, per brei^e suu?h 
de liberate, inter mandata de hoc termino ... vj li. xiij s. ii^ d. 

Eidem Oalfn'cZo, cui Dominm Bex nunc xx marca^ annuas ad 
Scaccarmm ad totam vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ipsttm eidem Domino Eegi impenso et impendendo, ac in recompensa- 
cionem xnius pichere vini eidem Galfrido per predtc^wm Dominum 
"Edwarduni Eegem, auuwi Eegis huius, conce/?5e, quok'&et die in Porta 
Giuitati^ London^'e, per manus Pinceme eiusdem Eegis aul et heredum 
suom?w, ad totam vitam ipsius Qalfn'c^i percipiende, vltra xx marcas 
sibi per dictum auum concessas et per Dominum Eegem nunc con- 
iirmattic^, per h'^eras suas patentee concern^ : In denam« sibi liberatt«, 
per assignactowe?w predici^m, in persoluctbwem. x marcar2*w sibi liber- 
Andat'um de \imu87nodi certo suo, videlicet, pro termiwo MichaeZis 
proximo preterito, per bret^e suum de liberate, Inter mandata de hoc 
termino ... ... ... ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Vhilippz, ^IPhilippe Chaucer, nuper vni domicellarM?w ThiUppe, 
Chaucer. J nuper Eegine Anghe, cui Dmninm 'Edwardiis, auus Eegis 
huius, X m?LTcas 9,nnuas ad Scaccanwrn ad totam vitam 
suam pe?'cipienda5, per litems suas paten tes concessit ^ quas quidem 
kYeras Dominua Eex nunc confirmauit : In denams sibi liberaUV, per 
man?/8 predicii Galfrdcft, viri sui, per assignaezonew predic^am, in 
persolucio?ie??i v mdi,Ycai'um sibi liberandarw??i de huiusmodi certo suo, 

LIFE-BBOOKDS, IV. 17 
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videkcet, pro iermino Pasche ^ proxmo prete?dto, pe?' hiem suum de 
libemte, inter mandata de hoe termi/zo Ixvj s. viij d. 

174. 

1384, Nov. 25. — Licence to Chaucer to be absent from his office of 
Cont/roller of Customs for one month, provided he appoint a 
sufficient deputy, 

[Close Roll, 8 Ric. 11, , m. 31.* Godwin, App. xviii.] 
P?'o GalfnV^o 1 "Rexj Collectorib?/^ ciistuinam?» ef subsidiomw moTum 
Chaucire. J in porta Londome, salwtem. Quia licenciam dedimus 
dilecto nobis Galfric^o Chaucire,^ Contmrotulatori nr^s^ro custum- 
amm et siibsidiorw??* i^i^edictorum in porta pred^'c^o, quod ipse se per 
vnmn mensem, pro quibasdam vrgentibws negociis ipswm tangentib?*s, 
a porta predtcio absentare possit, ita quod sufficientem deputatum 
Bxmm ad officiuwi i^edictum bene et fideliter per idem tempus 
faciendttw^ et excercendw?n, pro quo respondere voluerit, iaciat: 
Yohis mandamiis, qwod, capto ssicmmmto de sufficienti deputato 
eiusdem Oal&^Vii de officio predic^o in absencia sua bene et fideliter 
faciendo, pred^c^wm Galfncfum ab officio suo p?'edzc^o pe?* tempus 
'predictum absentare pe/'mittatis. Teste E-e^e, apud Wesimonasterium, 
XXV. die Nouembr/^. Per ipswm Eegem. 

175. 

1384, Dec. 9, — Rewards to Brembre^ OrgaUy and Chancery for thnr 
diligence in collecting the Customs, for the Kvng^a convenience,^ 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 8 Rie. XL, m. 13. J 
§ Die Vene^'is, ix° die Decembrt^. 
NichoZaus Brembre, \ XichoZao Brembre et Joha?^?^i Organ, Collectori- 
Johaw/ies Organ. / hm Custume et Subs^^^^/ Eeg^s in Porta 
Londonie, et 'Sluilippo * Chaucer, Contrarotula- 

^ ''Pasche" is written over an erasure. Philippa doea not appear to have 
received any payment for Michaelmas tenn. 
^ Kot 30, as in Godwin's Life. 

^ This is the only instance of Chaucer's name being spelt in this way, and 
therefore it can hardly be regarded as affording a clue to the derivation ; but for 
remarks on this form, see letters of Prof. Skeat and Mr. E. G. Atkinson, iu the 
Athenoeitm, Feb. 4 and 18, 1899, where it is suggested that it is equivalent to 
Chauvecire, or Chaff- wax. The name seems rather to have been derived from 
the Latin " calcearius," a shoemaker, the s of which survives in the form 
** Chaucers." This Latin form is not however found in English records, nor in 
those of the Netherlands, apparently, which use caligarius " for shoemaker, 
" Caleearius, '* with the same meaning, occurs in early French records, and later 
instances may be seen in the "Returns of Aliens in London," vol. I. p. xx. 
From this it may be inferred that the family of Chaucer was originally of 
French extraction. John le Chancers, a merchant of Abbeville, had a safe-conduct 
to come to England in 1293, as appears in the Calendar of the Patent Rolls ; 
which record does not relate to his "wines," as stated in the Calendar, but to 
his " goods and merchandise." 

* An evident error for " Galfrido"; see Mr. Selby's letter the AtJiencmmt 
i5»ril 14, 1888, p. 468. 
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tori Eeg^5 in Portu predict : In denams eis liberat/s, per assigna- 
ciojiem sibi fac^am isto die, i[i07nmihus suis propriis, de regardo p7*o 
assiduo labore et diligencm per ipsos appositis in officiis suis in anno 
yltbrio elapso, pro co??iinodo Regis, circa colleccio?iem denar^orw??! 
Regis pronenienciw7?i de eisdem Custuma et Snhsidio^ necnon pro 
cu^tubtto' et expensis per ip^os fact^* causa dtc^i o^cij in anno predtc^o, 
per brewe generale de pr^uato sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc termiwo 

xlvj li. xiij e. iiij d. 

176. 

[1385, Feb.] — Petition of Chamer to the King for have to appoint a 
permanent deputy at tliA Wool-quay of London ; vjith a note of 
the King^s assent. 

[Warrants, Chancery, series I., file 1401.^] 
Le Roy lad grante. 
§ Plese a nostve Sieur le Roy granter a Geflfroy Chaucer, qil 
puisse auoir suffisant deputee en lofifice de Comptrolowr a le Wolkee 
de Lond^'es, tiel ^ur qi le dit Geffi:ay voet respounder, durant le 
terme qe le dit Geffray soit Comptrolo«r de la Custu??ie nostve dit 
Sieur en le Port suisdjc^e. Oxbn'*.^ 

177. 

1385, Feb. 17. — Licence to Ghaucer to appoint a deputy in his office 
of Controller^ as long as he holds it 

[Patent Roll, 8 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 31. Godwin, App, xix.] 
Tro Galfr^^Zo 1 Re;c, Omnibus ad ^quos e/c, salwtem. Sciatis, qwod 
Chaucer. J de gmcia nostva, speaali concessimus et licenciani 
dediniiis dilec^ nobis QMiido Chaucer, Contra- 
rotulatori custumarwni et subsidiorwn nostromm in portu Ciuitatis 
nos^re Londome, quod ipae officium pred^cfMm per sufficientem 
depufcatum suu??i, pro quo respondere voluerit, facere et excercere 
possit, qwamdiu idem Galfn*c^us in officio steterit sup?*acU'o^o, absqwe 
impedimento Collectorw??i cnshmnsivum et subsidiorwm nostvovum pre- 
dictomm in portu p?^ed^c^o pro tempore existenciu??i, sen aliorM?« 
quorwwicumq^ie. In cuius e^c. teste liege, apud Westmo?^a5^ermw^, 
xvij. die FehvmriJ. Per ip^wm Regem. 

178. 

1385, April 24. — Half-yearly payments of OhoAicer^s annuities and 
his wife^s annuity^ ^ latter partly by a^ssignimnt, and partly 
in ready money, 

^ See letter of Mr. Selby in the Athcnceum, Jan. 28, 1888, p. 116. 

^ Signature of the ninth Earl of Oxford, with an asterisk. He appears also 
to have written the words Le Roy lad grante," at the head. Selby refers to 
Doyle's Official Baronage^ ii. 733. He did not consider this petition to be 
in Cliaucer's handwriting. It is in an ordinary Chancery clerk's hand. Chaucer 
already had power to place a deputy in the Petty Customs ; see No. 155. 
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[Issue Roll, Easter, 8 Ric. II., m. 2.] 
§ Die Lune^ xxiiij*** die Aprilis. 
Oalfr/^iis 1 Gt^Mrido Chaucer, armigero, cui Dominm Eex Edwardus, 
Chaucer, j auus Eeg^s huius, xx marcas annuas ad Scaccarium. ad 
totam vitam suam percipiend«5, jtro bono se?niicio per 
iipmn\ eidem Domino "Edwardo Regi impenso, yer litems suas patentes 
conce^^iY, quas quidem UY«ras J^ominm Eex nunc confirmauit : In 
denan/.^ sibi liberato, per assignac^'owem sibi fac^am isto die, in 
pe?*soluci072em x marca.9 sibi libe?'andam??2 de \mmsmodi cerio suo, 
videk'cefc, pro termino Pasche proxmo pr^terito, per brewe suuwi de 
libemte, inte?* raandata de hoc temireo ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Eidem GalfriV?o, cui Dmninm Eex nunc xx nmxeas ^miuas ad 
^mcmriam ad totam vitam "Suam p^frcipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ipSMni eidem J)omino Eegi impenso et impendendo, et in recom- 
pensac*b?/em vniw-s* pichere viui eidem OalfnVio per Od^him jyomiwum 
Edicardmu E»^gem, auum Regfe huiw^f, concei?i>*e, qnolibet die in portu 
Ciuitatis Londonze, per manus Pincerne eiusdem Domini Eegis aui et 
hereduni suom??*, ad tutam vitam ip«iu8 QHfridi pe?*cipiende, vltra 
XX mavcas sibi per dictum Dmmimm 'Edwardum auuni concessa^, et 
per Domtnmn Eegeni nunc confirmata^?, per Utevafi suas patentes 
concessit : In denar/is sibi libera t^^'^, per assiguacioTzem p?'edic/am, in 
persoluc^oMem x maxecmwi sibi iiberandt«7*»i de hniusmodi certo suo, 
videlicet, pro termino Pasclie ^proximo preterito, per brewe suum de 
liberate, inte** mandata de hoc termino ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

Pht7i/?pa ) Tliilippe Chaucer, nuper vni Domicellarw??i VhilippQ, 
Chaucer. J nuper Eegine AngU'e, cui DominuB, Eex 'EdwarduSy auus 
Eegi^ hrnvSj x marcas ann/ios ad ^caccariiim ad totam 
vitam suam pe/*cipiendas, per hYeras suaa patentes concessit, quas 
quidem ItYeras Domivim Eex nunc confirmauit: In denams sibi 
liberate*, videh'cet, per p?*ed«c^am assignac*owem xxvj s. viij d., et in 
nioneta per manus predict! Qalfrtc^i Chaucer xl s., in persoluctonem 
V imxcamm sibi liberandarw?3i de lammniodi certo suo, videk'eet, pro 
te?'mi?io Pasche vlfci7?zo preterite, per brewe, suum de liberate, inte/* 
mandata de hoc termino Ixvj s. viij d. 

179. 

1385, Sept. 20. — Loan to Fhilippa Olmtieer, through John Hermes- 
thorp^ of 65. 8t^. on account of lier annuity, 
[Issue Roll, Easter, 8 Ric. II., m. 23.] 
§ Die Mercurij, xx^ die Septembm. 

Vailippdi y2\iiUp}ye Chaucer, nuper vni domicellamw VhilippQ^ 
Chaucere. / nuper Eegine Angl/e, cui Dominu^ Eex ^Iwardm^ auus 
Eegis huiw5, x mareo-s mnuas ad ^cacmrium ad totam 
vitam suam percipienda^, pro bono seraicio per ipsam tarn ^ide??i 
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Domino Regi 'Edwardo quam pred*cfe Regine impenso, per litems 
suas patentes eoncemY, qiias quideni Uteras Dmnintis Eex nuwc 
confimiauit : In denams sibi liberatis, pe?' manus Johanms Hermes- 
thorp', vnius CaxneraxioTum,^ videlicet, de denan** in xnanubw^ 
eiusdem Jobannis, de p?'estito super hmwnnodi ce?*to suo 

iiij li. vj s, viij d, ; vnde 

Bespondebit. 

[JTote in margin :]. Liberator ad Bcciccarium Compo#o?'tt??i. 

180. 

1385, Sept. 29. — Original Account of Mcholaa Bvemhre mid John 
Orgauj Collectors of Customs arid Subsidies^ under the survey of 
Chaucer y for one year ending at this date. 

[Exchequer, Accounts, etc.,. Customs, V*] 
London/^. — ^Partic?/le compo^i Nicbolai Erembre et ^ohamm 
Organ, CoWedormn CuBixmiarum et ^yibMiorum lanam^, pelliiwt 
lanutrtnm, et covioruim in Portu Londonife', videlicet, de exitibus 
eomndem Custumarim et Subaidm^m a feeto Smicti MicbaeZia, anno 
viij**, vsqwe festum S«7ic^i Mich«eZis proxMWO- seqwen*, per visum et 
testinioniu7?i Galfrtd^i Chaucer', ContiOTotulatoris eorw^dem Custum- 
a7*U7n et ^nhsidioi'um Rcgii? ihidem. 

(The names of the shipowners and merchants, the quantities of wool and 
wool-fella, the amounts of ll»e Customs, and^ the " issues of the seal ** are stated 
on six membranes, written on both sides. The heading is in a different hand 
from that of the body of the account, but it is not in the same hand as the 
heading to the account of 4-5 Bic. 11., No. 148. These two rolls are the only 
original Customs accoimts bearing Chaucer*s nanbft now extant.] 

181. 

1385, Sept. 29. — Acco^mt of ffremhre amfl Orgnn, Collectors of 
Customs anid Subsidies, under the swrmy of Ghcmcer^for the year 
preceding, 

[Enrolled Accoimts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 31 d ] 
CoMPOTUS Wmhdai Brembre et Jobfmwis Organ, CoWedoruyn 
CustiimarM??i et ^Mhudiorum lanamw*, pellium lanuta?'«?», et coriorum 
in Portu London/e, per brewe Regis patens, dutum primo die Julij, 
anno viij^, penes ipsos CoWeetoiyis reinanens, videNcef, de ex\tiJm3 
eorwwdem Custum<??'«m et Subsuliomm Regis ibidem, a festo Sancti 
MichaeZis, dtc^o anno viij°, ante quod fest\im ijdem Collec^ores inde 
compntanmt inmediate siipm,^ vsqwe festnm Saric^i Micli^?e?is pi^oximo 
seqwens, per visum et testimoniirOT Qt^lftidi Chaucer', Contrarotula- 
toris eorMTzdem Custumarum et Suhsidiorum Eogis ihidem. A quo 
quideni festo Sawc^i Michae/^s, anno ix°, ijdem CoUec^orea sunt inde 
computaturi. 

* * * * 

1 He was one of the two Chamberlains of the Exchequer. " See No. 172. 
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Summa 'Recepte — xv MiVLia CCCxij li. xiiij s. xj d. ob. * * * 
Efc prefato Contrarotttlatori, pro vadno' suis, x li. * * * 

182. 

1385, Sept. 29. — Account of William More and Walter Ecmf 
Collectors of [Petty] OustomSj under the survey of GhmAC&r^from 
Srd Jvly^ 1384, to this date. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 39 d.] 
LoNDONiA — Compotus y^Wlelml More, vynter, et TFaltm Eauf , 
C6)lectomm Custumam??? Regis in Portu Londome et in singulis locis 
abinde ex vtraq^/e parte Thamis^e vsque Grauesende, et ib^'^^em, et 
exinde ex parte Essex' vsqwe Tillebury, et ibidem, Custumis lanamm, 
GonoTwny et pelliu??? lanutart^m except/^, per hmm Kegis patens, 
datttw t^rcio die J uh}*, anno viij^ penes ipsos Collector remanent ; 
Videlicet^ de GxiUbus ear^^?^dem Custuma?•«^??^ a predzc^o tercio die 
July, anno viij^, ante quern diem Joha/i^es Organ et predic^us 
Walte?Tis, GoWectores inde, computarunt 'Rottdo Gom^potomm de 
CustumiV,^ vsque iestum Sancti MichaeZis, anno ix**, per visum et 
testimomum OrolSridi Chauncer, Contrarot«latoris ear^Mera Custum- 
arum Regis ibidem, A quo quidem festo Samti MichaeZis, anno ix", 
ijdem Willehjztis, et Walterus sunt inde computaturi. 

Summa Recepte— MHiij^vij li. xiiij s, v d. ob. qua. * * * 
Et lespondent in "Rottdo viij°, in Adhuc Item Londoni'a.^ 

183, 

1385, Oct. 12. — Association of Chaucer loith the Warden of the Cinque 
PoHs and others as one of the Justices of the Peace for tfie 
Comity of Kent 

. [Patent Roll, 9 Ric. 11. , p. 1, m. 30 d.] 

De associac^o/^e. — Rex AWedo sibi Galfnc^o Chaucer, salwtem. 
Sciatis, qwd cum nuper assignaue?'im?^ dilec^os et fideles nostm^ 
Simone??z Burle, Cdnstabularm??^ Castri nos^i Douorr' et Custodem 
quinqz^e portuum nostrovum, Johawzem de Cobeham, Rober^um 
Eealknap', Johaimem de Clynton', Johawftem Deuereux, Thomam 
Calpepir, Thomam Fog', Walterum Clopton', WilleZmwrn RikhilF, 
Johan^em Frenyngham, Arnaldum Sauage, Jacobum de Pekham, 
WilleZ??ium Topclyf, Hugonem Falstolf, Thomam Brokhill', et 
WiWelmum Brenchesley, ac Thomam de Shardelowe, iam defunctu??i, 
coniunctim et diuisim, Custodes pacis no^^^re, necnon ipsos, sexdecim, 
quindecim, quatuordecim, tresdecim, diiodecim, vndecim, decern, 
nouem, octo, septem, sex, quinqwe, quatuor, tres, et duos eorw??* 
J usticmri05 nos^ros ad diuersas felonias et transgressiones in Com^^a^w 

^ See No. 171. 

^ Their account is in Pipe Roll, 8 Ric. II., under Residuum Liondonie, but 
no payment to Chaucer is mentioned there. See also 9 Ric. II. 
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Kancie, tarn infra libertates qwam extra, audiendas et terminandas, 
et ad quedam alia in litetm nostril patentibz^s inde confectis contenta 
in Gomitatu predic^o facienda et explenda, p/wt in eisdem b^eris 
plenius continetw?*; quibusdam certis de causis nos mouentibwi*, 
associauinxMS vos prefat/s Simoni e^c, quindecim e^c, ad premissa 
oniftia et singula, vna cum eis, quindecim efc, iuxta tenorem K^erarum 
liostmxnm predic^arMm facienda et explenda ; ita tamen, qwod si ad 
ceHos dies et lo.ca quos ijdem Simon e^c. ad hoc prouiderint vos 
adesse contigerit, tunc vos ad hoc in sociu??^ adniittant, alioquin 
ijdetn Simon e^c, quindecim e^c, non expectata pmeiicia ve^'ifra, ad 
premissa omwia et singula facienda et explenda p/'ocedant, Et ideo 
vobis mandanms, quod ad premissa onijiia et singula vna cum prefatis 
Simone ete., quindecim e^c, facienda et explenda intendatis in forma 
pred^'c^a; facfuri e^c. j sa[l]uis efc.^ Mandauiraws enim eisdem 
Simoni etc., quindecim e^c, qwad vos ad hoc in sociu??i admittant, 
sicut "^rediidtum est. In cuiz^s e^c. Teste Re^e, apud Westmo?ia- 
steriumy xij. die Octobm.^ 

184. 

1385, Nov. 3. — Half-yearly payments of Chcmcer^s annuities and 
his wife^s annuity^ the latter pat^tly by asgignmentf and partly 
in ready money. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 9 Ric. II., m. 6.] 
^ Die Venens, tercio die JSTouembris. 
Galfr^(f as ) G-alfr^V^o Chaucer, armigero, cui Domlnm Rex 'Edwardus, 
Chaucdr. j auus Regis hxxius, xx marr^as annuas ad Scaccarmm ad 
totam vitam suam, ad termmos SauQfi Micliaeifis et 
Pasche p^r equales porciones percipiendas, pre? bono seruicio per 
ipsum eidem Domino "Efdimrdo Regi impenso, per hYeras suas patentes 
concemY, quas quidem literals Jyoininits Rex nunc confirmauit: In 
denar^^s sibi liberates, per assignacjo/?em siU fac^am is to die, in 
ipenohicionein x maxcarum sibi liberanJa?-w??t de hmusviodi certo suo, 
vidcU'cefc, pro te}*m\no Michaefis vlti??io preterito, per brei*e mum de 
liberate, inter mandata de hoc teriniiio ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d, 

Eidem Galfrtc^o, cui Dominm Rex nunc xx marcas annwas ad 
Scaecarmra ad totam vitam suam percipiendas, pro bono .seruicio per 
1 For the full form, see p. 261, lines 5—8. 

* The commission of tlie peace to Simon de Burley and others, referred to 
above, is dated 29 Feb. 1384, and is on the Patent Roll, 7 Kic. II., p. 1, ra. 
43 d. ; but Chaucer is not included in a later commission to Burley and others, 
dated 24 May 1386, which is on the Patent Roll, 9 Ric. IL, p. 1, m. 38 d. His 
name occurs, however, in a still later commission for Kent, dated 28 June 1386, 
which furnishes a good specimen of commissions of the peace at this period ; 
and tliere is a special commission to him and others, as Justices, dated 16 May 
1387, to try a case of ''raptus." These three entries were unknown till the 
Calendar of the Patent Rolls, 1385 — 1389, appeared, while these pages were 
passing through the press ; and we are indebted to Mr. G. H. Overend for call- 
ing attention to them, as well as for many other suggestions and references. 
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ip^Min eidem Domzno Eegi impenso et impendendo, et in recompen- 
sactowem viii«^ pichere vini eidem GiMtcido per diictum Dominum 
'Edwardum Begem, auum Eegis hiii««s, concesse, quoli&et die in Portu 
Ciuitatis London/e, per manus Pinceme eiusdem Domim Eegis aui et 
hexedum morum, ad totam vitam ip^ns 6B]icidi pe?*cipiende, vltra 
XX marca* sihi per dictum Domimim 'Edwardum auum conce^^tw, et 
'per dictiem Domintaa Begem nunc - confirmato, per hVeras suas 
patentes concessit : In denam> sibi libe/uUV, per assignactowem sibi 
focifam isto die, in persolncionem x maTcarum sibi liberandarwjn de 
hniusmodi certo sno, videlicet, pro termino Michaels vltiwo preterito, 
per brewe snnm de liberate, inter mandata de hoc termi^o 

yj li. xiij s. d. 

ThilippB, \ Vhilippe Chaucer, nuper vni domicellar?m Phi7i??pe,nuper 
Chaucer. J Begine AngKe, cui DoTninus Bex Edwardus, auus Begis 
hmusy x marcos ann?*as ad ScacQarium ad totam vitam 
suam ad termi?ios Sa^zc^i Michae?is et Pasche per equales porciones 
percipienda^?, pro bono seruicio per ipsam tarn eidem Domino Eegl 
quam Philippe^ nuper Begine Angk'e, impenso, per kYeras suas 
patentes concern^, quas quidem hVeras Dommws Bex nunc con- 
fiimauit : In denams sibi liberaUs, videhcet, per pred/cfam assigna* 
cfowem xxvj s. viijd., et in moneta per manus pred^c^i Q^Mvidi xls., 
in persoluczowem v marcarum sibi Hberandarwrn de h.musmodi certo 
suo, videh'cet, pro termino Micbae^is vltimo preterito, per brewe suum 
de liberate, inter mandata de hoc termino ... Ixvj s. viij d. 

185. 

1385, Dec. 11. — Sewards to Brembre, Organ^ and Qhomeer^ as before, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 9 Ric. XL, m. 14.] 
§ Die Lune, xj* die Decembm. 
Nicho^aus Brembre, \ NicboZao Brembre et Johawni Organ', CoUec* 
et Joha»»es Organ. / Um\m Ousturae et Bvymdij Begis in Portu 
Londome, et Oalfr^(^o Chaucer, Contrarotula- 
tori Begis in Portu pred^c/o : In denariV^ eis liberatt^, per assigna- 
ciomm sibi fac^am isto die, nominihm suis propnVs, de regardo pro 
assiduo labore et diligencia per ip^os appositis in officiis suis in anno 
vltimo elapso, pro comodo Begis, circa colleccio?zem denarjorttm 
Begis prouemencmm de eisdem Cust«ma et Snhsidio^ necnon pro 
Gustubt^^ et expense's per ipaos isLciis causa of&cij sui antedic^i in anno 
predicto xlvj li. xiij s. iiij i 

186. 

1386, Feb, 19. — Admission of Henry, son of John of Gaunt ^ Sir 

Thomas de Swyneford, and othersy and Philippa Chau^, as 
Brethren and Sister of Lincoln Cathedral Church}- 

^ This was discovered by Mr. A. F. Leach, and referred to in the AthencBumy 
DcQ. 9, 1899. The entry was transcribed for this work by Canon Wordsworth. 
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[Acta Capitularia Ecclesiae B. Marise Lincoln., Libro Quinto (A. 2. 27), f. 18 ; 
in Actis Capituli per Rob. de Halton, notarium, 1384-95.] 

Admissio Domini Henna, Comitis Derbeye, et aliomm subscriptom??i 
in fratres Ecclesie Lincoln*. 

Memorandum, quod xix° die mensts February, anno Domini 
Millmmo CCC"* Octogesimo quinto, in domo Capitulari eccle^io 
Lincoln', venerabiles et circumspecti viri, Domini Henricus [Comes 
Derbeye],^ filius [Domini Johtfjmis,] ^ excellentissimi Pr^ncipis Eegis 
Castell' et Ducis Lancastne, Johannes Bewford', miles, Robertas 
Ferers, miles, Thomas de Swyneford', miles, Wille^mus Hauleye, 
miles, Thomas de Bradele, armiger, FEdwardus Beuchampe, armiger],^ 
Amaldus de Gastonia, armiger, et rhilippB, Chaucer . . . . ^ admissi 
fueru?ifc, et quilibet eo^w??^ admissus fuit, reuerenter, ad ip^orww 
petic^bnes, per^ reuerend?<m in Ohrisfo patrem Do?Mm?mi Joha?mem, 
Dei graci'a Lincoln' Ep/scopum, tunc ibidem presentem, ac Suhdecanum 
et Capitulum ecclme Lincoln', in ipsorww et dicte eccle^ie Lincoln' 
fratres et sororem,*^ secM?^d«m moduwz et consuetudine?^ ipfiius eccle«ie 
Lincoln' hactenzi* obseruatM??^ et vsifcatttm, et cetera. 

Presentibus in Capitwlo : — 
Yenerabili Principe Domino Johanrae,Sege CastelF et Duce Lancastrie, 

Magistris et Dommis 
Johanne de Neuportis (procuraiore Petro de Dalton', ThesaM?'ano), 
Johanne de Beluero, Subdeca?JO, 
B^icardo de Wyuelwyk', 
Johanne de Warssopp', 
Johawie de Rouceby, 
T^ieardo de Beuerlaco, 
Johame de Carlton', 
^ Thoma la Warr, et 

Wille?mo de Welbowrne, Canonicis et ^esidenc^a?•^ys in eade»2, 
pluribusq^^e alijs in multitudine copiosa, etc. 

^ Over an alteration, . ^ Interlined. 

^ A word washed out and struck out. I think it was only a false start for 
admissi."— C.W. * "Dn'rn Ep' Joh " (i. e. Bokingham) struck out. 

" The old Latin Bible, of which one volume still remains at Lincoln, contains 
a list of Obits connected with the minster, written cir, 1185. Among those 
named are "Outhild', soror nostra,'^ **Goda, soror mmi/ray^ " Merewen, mror 
ruatraf" and **Osbertus presbiter, frcUer nosterJ* — Litk^ln Cathedral Statutes 
(Bradshaw and Wordsworth, H. pp. ccxxxvii— ccxlii). Among those admitted 
to fraternity in later times were K. Edward III., the Black Prince, the Duke of 
Clarence, and John of Gaunt, in 1343 ; Henry Percy, Krit. (Hotspur), 15 Feb., 
1386[-7] ; and K. Richard IL and Anne his Queen, 26 Mar., 1387. An oath of 
fidelity and love to this Church and Chapter was administered, sometimes in 
English ; and they promised to assist and maintain the minster, and were 
accordingly admitted to fellowship "in all pi-ayers, fastings, pilgrimages, 
almsdeeda, and works of mercy " connected therewith. The psalm Ecee qimn 
honum (Cxxxiii.) was sung. Canute and his brother Harold were admitted 
into brotherhood at Canterbury, Athelstan and others at St. Gall, and K. 
Henry Y., among others, at Salisbury.— Chr. Wordsworth. « A false start. 
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187. 

1386, May 9 and June 22. — Half-yearly payments of Chaucer* s and 
his wife*s annuities, part of his first annuity being paid to 
Robert CruU. 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 9 Ric. II., m. 2.] 
§ Die Mercury, ix° die Maij. 

Galfrt^us 1 GiXixido Chaucer, cui Dommws Kex Edivardus, auus 
Chauc^?*. J Eegis huius, xx marcos SLXinuas ad Scaccamim ad totam 
vitam suam, ad temi^eos Sancti MichaeZis et Pasche per 
equales porczoTzes pe?^cipienda^, pro bono seruicio per ipmm eidem 
Domino JSdwardo Eegi impenso, per It^eras suas patentee concessit, 
quas quidem k'^eras Dominus Rex nunc confirmauit : In denarm sibi 
libera t25, videk'cet, per rsxBJitis proprMS liij s. iiij d., et per manus 
Eoberti Crull' iiij li., in persoluceowem x msLTcarum sibi liberandar«m 
de hmusmodi certo sue, videlicet, p?*o termi?^o Pasche p?'oxmo 
preterite, per brewe de liberate de hoc termiT^o ... vjli. xiij s. iiij d. 

[Ibid,, m. 10.] 

§ Die Veneris, xxij^ die Junij. 

^ Odilirido Chaucer, armigero, cui Domixiu^ Eex nimc xx marcas 
samuas ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam suam, ad termi?^os Bancti 
MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porc^o^es percipienda«, pro bono 
seruicio per ipswm eidem Do^nino ^dwardo Eegi impenso et impen- 
dendo, ac in recompensac^?iem vniw5 pichere vini eidem Greibido per 
Dominum Eegem ^dwardwn^ nuper Eegem Angk'e, auum Eeg^'s huiws, 
concesse, quol^6et die in portu Ciuitatis London^e, per manws Pince?'ne 
eiusdem 'Domini Eegis aui et heredum suorttw, ad totam vitam ipsius 
Qslfridi percipiende, vlt7'a xx marcos sibi per dictum 'Edtvardu7n 
Eegem auu??^ concessflis, et per dictum Doininum Eegem nunc con- 
firma^a^, per h'^eras suas patentee concemY : In denaru's sibi liberatz'tf 
per assignac^'oT^em sibi fac^am isto die, in persolucio?iem x marcarum 
sibi libe?'and(:^7-M»i de hxnusjnodi certo suo, videHcefc, pro termiwo 
Pasche p?*oxmo preterito, per breite suu??i de liberate, inter mandattt 
de hoc termiwo ... ... ... ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 

^Thilippe Chaucer, nuper vni domicellarM?/i Thilippej nuper 
Eegine Angke, cui Do??2intts Eex 'Edwardits, auus Eegis hui^^, x 
niarcfts ad Scaccare'wm ad totam vitam suam, ad temi?^os Sancti 
^lichaelis et Pasche per equaled porc^?zes percipiendo^, pro bono 
seruicio per ip^am tarn eidem Do??2mo Edioardo Eegi q?tam pred^cfe 
nuper Eegine impenso, per hYeras suas patentee concessit, quas quidem 
kYeras Dominus Eex nunc confirmauit : In denarns sibi liberates, per 
assignac^o?zem sibi fac^am isto die, in persolucioiiem v mo^vcarwn dbi 

1 Nothing in maigin. 



1386. CHAUCBR is again a Justice of the Peace fm^ Kent. 259 



liberandarMm de YiMmsmodi certo suo, videk'cet, pro termmo Pasclie 
^royiiinQ preterito, per bre^^e suu3?^ de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
te?Tiii»o Ixvj s. viij d. 

188. 

1386, June 28. — Qommission of the Peace to Simon de Bnrleyy 
Warden of the Cinque Poi'ts, and others, including Geoffrey 
0/iaucer,for the Qounty of Kent. 

[Patent Roll, 10 Richard 11., p, 1, m. 47 d.] 

[De] Justicia?w ad pacem ] Kea?, dilectis et fidelibt*^ suis Simoni 
Eegis conseraandam V de Burle, Constabalar^b Gastri sui 
assignatis. J Bouorr' et Custodi quinqwe portuum 

suorwm, et eius locum tenenti, Joha^ni 
de Cobeham, Eoberto Tresilian, Eoberto Bealknap', Dauid Hane?ner*, 
Johanni de Clynton', Joha^mi Deuereux, Thome Culpepur, Thome 
Fogg', Waltero Clopton', Wiile/??2o Rikhill', Johanni Frenyngham, 
Jacobo de Pekham, Wi^le???^o Topclyf, Thome BrokhilF, Wille/?wo 
Brenchesley, et Galfrido Chaucer, salwtem. Sciatis, quod assignaui- 
mus vos coniunctim et diuisim ad pacem nostramy necnon ad statuta 
apnd Wyntonzam, 'Sovthamptoniam, et Westmonasterimn -pro con- 
seruacione pacis eiusdem edita in omnihus et singulis suis articulis, 
in Comttatu Kanc«e, tarn infra libertafces quam extra, custodienda et 
custodiri facienda, et ad omwes illos quos contra forma??^ statutomm 
pred^'c^orwwi delinquentes inueneritis castigandos et puniendos, p?'out 
secundum formam statutom??i eorwwdem fuerit faciendwm, et ad 
omnes illos qui aliquib?*^ de popzilo nostra de corporib?«s suis vel de 
incendio domoru7n sua?'wn» minas fecerint, ad sufficiente?» securitatem 
de pace et bono gestu suo erga nos et poi^ulum nostrum inueniehda??i 
coram vob^s venire, et si h\iius7nodi securitate?» inuenire recusaue?unt, 
tunc eo3 in prisonis nostvis quousqws hniusmodi securitatem inuenerint 
saluo custodiri faciendo^. Assighauimi^s eciam vos, sexdecim, 
quindecim, quatuordecim, tresdccim, duodecim, vndecim, decern, 
nouem, octo, septem, sex, quinq2fe, quatuor, tres, et duos vestrum, 
quorum vos, prefate Constabularie, vnu?yi esse volumtt^, Jnsticiarios 
nostras ad inquirendzim p^r ssLcramentum i^roborum et legaliwn 
hominum de Comitatu predicto, tam infra libertates quam ext?'a, per 
quos rei Veritas melius sciri pofce^'it, de om?2imodis feloniis, trans- 
gressionib?/5, forstallariis, regratariis, et extorsionibzis in Comttatu 
predic^o, infm libe>'tates et extra, per quoscumiqwe et qualitercumqwe 
fac^is, perpetratis, et que exnunc ibidem fieri continget, et eciam de 
om7?ib2£S illis qui in conuenticulis contra pacem no^/ram et in 
pertwrbaciOTzem popwli no^^^ri, seu vi armata ierint vel equitauerint, 
seu exnunc ire vel equitare presumpseriut, et eciam de hiis qui in 
insidiis ad gentem nos^ram mahemianda??i vel interficienda??! iacuerint, 
vel exnunc iacere presumpserint, et eciam de hiis qui capuciis et alia 
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liberata de vnica secta per confederamwem et pro manutenencia, 
contra defensionem ac formam ordinacionnm et statutorwm inde ante 
hec tempora fctdoi^um, vsi fumnt^ et aliis hmusmodi liberata 
imposterum vtentibz^s, et eciam de hostelariis et aliis qui in abusu 
mensuramm et ponderum, ac in vendiceoyie victualium, et eciam de 
quibuscumqwe operariis, artificibtis, et seruitoribiis ac aliis qui contra 
forma?^ ordinac^onum et statuto?*ttm "pro communi vtilitate regni 
TLOstri Angke de hvAitsmodi operariis, artificibt*^, seruitoribMJ?, 
hostelariis, et aliis inde iactomm deliquerint vel attemptauerint in 
Comitaiu predzc^o, yel exnunc delinquere vel attemptare presump- 
serinty et ad felonias prede'c^as ac ea om;2ia et singula que per 
hmusmodi conuenticula contra pacem no^ram et in perturbaceo/?em 
popwli nostn, et ea eciam que per hnimmodi insidias ad gentem 
nos^ram niahemiandam vel interficiendawi, et ea eciam [que] per vsum 
hmmmodi capuciorwm et almvum hheratsLmm per confiderac/oreem 
{sic) et pro manutenencia^ si cut predictum est, atteniptata fuerint et 
attemptari contig^rit, ac transgressiones et forstallarias predic^as 
audienda^, ac omnia brewia et precepta per nuper Custodes pacis 
nostra et JrxBtiQiaHos nodvo^ ad huiusmodi felonias, transgressiones, et 
malefaci^a in hac parte audienda et terminanda m&igaatos tact% et 
coram eisdem ad certos terminos futuro^ retomabilia, ad termlnos 
illos recipienda, et processus inde ac alios processus quoscumqwe 
coram eisdem inchoates et nondum terminates faciendos et continuan- 
doSy et preniissa om/na ac indic^amenta quecumqwe coram prefatis 
nuper Custodlbzis et Justiciary's virtute hYeramm nostmmm sibi in 
hac parte iaotasrum et nonduw terminata inspicienda et debito fine 
terminanda ad sectam no«^ram, ac extorsiones et regretarias {sic) 
pred^c/as, et omnia alia que per huiusmodi hostelarios et alios in 
abusu mensurar^^m et pond&rum ac in vendic2one victualium, et 
omnia alia que per huiusmodi operarios, artifices, et seruitores contra 
formam ordinacionmn et statutorwm predictorum sen in euemac^'o?^em 
eorw?2dem in aliquo p?*esumpta vel attemptata fue?*int, tarn ad sectam 
no6*^rara qwam aliorw/Ji quom??icumqMe coram vobis pro nobis vel pro se 
ipsis conqueri vel prosequi volenciuw, SiMdienda et terminanda, et ad 
eosdem operarios, artifices, et seruitores per fines, redempciones, et 
amerciamenta et alio modo pro delictis suis, prout ante ordinaciowem 
de punic«one corporali huiusmodi operariis, artificibuff, et seruitoribt^^ 
pro delictis suis exhibenda fac^am fieri consueuit, castigandos et 
puniendos, secundt^m legem et consuetnidinem regni no^^ri Angke, ac 
formam ordinactbnum et statutor^wz pvediGtomm : Prouiso semper, 
quod si casus difificultatis super deter minaciowe extorsionu??i huiusmodi 
coram vob^s euenire contigerit, q^^od ad indicium inde reddendum 
nisi in presencia vnius Justicfarior?/w nostromm de vno vel altero 
Banco, aut Jnsticiariorum nostvomm ad, Assisas in Gomitatu 
pred^c^o capiendas assignaiorwrn, coram vobis minime procedatwr. 
Et ideo Yohis et cuilibet ves^rum mandaniMS, qwod circa custodiam 
pacis et statutoriwn predictoium diligenter intendatis, et ad certos 
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dies et loca, quos vos, sexdecim, quin^ecini, quatuordecim, tresdecim, 
duodecim, vndecim, decern, nouew, octo, septem, sex, quinqwe, 
quatuor, tres, vel duo vestrnm ad hoc prouideritis, inquisic/^ones super 
premissis facea^i^, et premissa omma et singula audiatis et terminetis, 
ac mode debito et efEeciualiter expleatis, in forma pred^c^a, fac^uri 
inde quod ad Justiczam pertinet, secwwdum legem et consuetudinem 
regni nos^ri Angh'e ; saluis nobis amerciamentis et aliis ad nos inde 
specte^tibws. Mandauimws enim Yicecomiti nostvo Gomitatm pre- 
dict, qz^od ad certos dies et loca quos vos, sexdecim, qnindecim, 
quatuordecim, tresdecim, duodecim, vndecim, decern, nouem, octo, 
septem, sex, quinqw^, quatuor, tres, vel duo vesfsxim ei scire factefiff, 
venire iAciat coram \ohis, sexdecim, quindecim, quatuordecim, 
tresdecim, duodecim, vndecim, decem, nouem, octo, septem, sex, 
quinqt^d, quatuor, tribw^, et dtidbiis ve^^rum tot et tales probos et 
legates homines de Balliua sua, tam infra libeHates qttam extra, p^r 
quos rei Veritas in premissis melius sciri poterit et inquiri. M vos, 
prefate Eoberte,^ ad certos dies et loca p^a* vos et dicfos socios ves^ros 
super hoc p?'efigendo«, breuia, p?*6cepta, processus, et indzcf amenta, vt 
'predictum est, coram Yohis et socii^ ve^tris, super Cu8todib2£S et 
JxxstiGiarm Yiuiits^nodi iactek et nondum termi?%ata, coram vohis et nunc 
sociis ve^^ris pred^cds venire feiciatis, et ea inspiciatis et debito fine 
terminetis, sicut predictum est. In cuius e^c. Teste Ke^e, apud 
W&atmonctsterium^ xxvi^*. die Jumy. 

189. 

1386, Aug. 8. — Writ to the Sheriff of Kent for the election of two 
Knights of the Shire, and of Citizens and Burgesses of the 
Cities and Boroughs, to attend Parlia/ment on \$t Ontoher, for the 
consideration of important matters conc&iifhing the defence of the 
Kingdom and of the Church of England / with tlie Betum of 
Geoffrey Chaucer as one of the Knights. 
[Writs and Returns of Members of Parliament, Chancery, 10 Ric. XL] 
ElCARDUS, Dei gvacia. Rex Anghe et Francte, et Doyninus Hiheinie, 
Yifiecomiti Kancte, salwtem. Quia, de auisamento Consilij nos^ri, pro 
quibusda??i arduis et vrgentibw^ negociis nos, statum et defensione??i 
regni nostvi Anghe ac eccle^ie Anglicane contingentibz<$, quoddam 
Parliamentuju nostmm apud Wesimonasterium, primo die Octobri* 
p^'oximo f uturo, teneri ordinauimus, et ibidem cum Prelatis, Magnati- 
bus, et Procerib2^8 regni nostn AngU'e colloquiu?)^ ha&ere et tractatum : 
tibi preciplmus firmite?* iniungentes, quod de Comiiatu tuo duos 
Milites, gladiis cinctos, magis idoneos et discretos, Comitattis predicti, 
et de quak'6efc Ciuitate Comitatus illius duos Ciues, et de quoli'&et 
Eurgo duos B urge uses, de discrecioribif^ et magis sufficientibws, eligi, 
et eos ad dic^os diem et locuwi venire, facias; ita qwod ijde??i Milites 

^ Qu. Tresilian or Bealknap. They were Chief Jnstices of the King's Bench 
and Common Fleas, respcctivoiy. The former was executed in 1388. — Haydn, . 
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plena7?i et sufficiente??^ potesfcatewi pro se et Commwmtate Comitatiis 
-predicti, et dicti Ciues et Burgenses "pro se et Go77i7nun\tsLtibus Giuitatum- 
et Burgorwm predictoTiim diuisim ab ipsis, ha&eant, ad faciendwm et 
consenciendMm hiis que tunc ibidem de communi consilio d^c^i regni 
nostriy faueiite Domino, ordinari contigerit super negociis auted^'c^is ; 
ita qwod, pro defec^u potestatis huiusmodij. seu propter improuidam 
elQcciomm Militu??i, Ciuiu??i, aut Burgensium predtctomm, dicta. 
negocia nostra infecfca non remaneant quouis modo. !N"oluinz/s tamen, 
qwod tu, sea aliquis alius Yicecomes regni pred^c^i, seu aliquis alteiuus 
condiczo?iis quam superius specificatwr, aliqualiter sit electus. Et 
ha&eas ibi nomi??a predictorum Milituw, Cminm, [et] i Burgensiuw, 
et hoc hxeue. Teste me ipso, ftpud Oseneye, viij. die Augusti, anno 
xegni nostri decimo. Claydon', 

Ter ipsum Regem et ConsiUum, 

[Return, on the dorse :] 

De Goraitatu Kanoie duos Milites, et de qualibet Ciuitate 
Gomitatiis illius duos Ciues,. elegi [sic] feci, et illos ad' diem et locwn 
venire facio, iuxta tenore??i huiws orewis, quorww no??wwa patent 
inferius, 

Manucaptore^ Wilk^mi Betenham, vniws Militis pro Communit&tQ 
predicta. :- 

Stephajius lue. 

Willelmns Colyn. 
Manucaptores QBihidi Chauceres, alterius Militts : 

Wilie?mus Reue. 

WilleZmus Holt. 
Manucaptores Thome Holt, vniws Ciuis pro Ciuitate Cantuarie : 

Henxicus Best. 

Henncus lue. 

Manucaptores Joliannis Symme, alte?'ius Ciuis Ciuitatw 'predicts : 

Johannes Sone. 

Johannes Reue. 
Manncaptores Petri Pope, vniws Ciuis pro Ciuitate RofFens* : 

JohaT^wes Lamb. 

Thomas Dene. 

Manucaptores Johannis Flemyng', alterius Ciuis Ciuitatis 
predict : 

Johannes Dane. 
WilleZ??ms Dat.2 

IN^on est aliquis Burgus, nee pluves sunt Ciuitates, in Com^Ya^?* 
predzc^o, vnde plures Ciues seu aliquos Burgenses venire facere potui 
ad diem et locu?7i infranominatos, iuxta tenorem eiusdem brewis. 

Per Arnaldum Sauage, Vic. 

^ Omitted here, and in other writs. 

^ The names of some of these mainpemours look like fictitious ones, but in 
the returns for some other counties, not all, the mainpernours are clearly real 
pcrsonjs.- 
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190. 

1386, Sept. 29. — Account of JBrembre and Organ, Oolkctors of 
Customs and Subsidies, under the survey of Ckauce9% for the 
year preceding. Payment of £10 to Chaucer. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. SI d.] 
CoMPOTUs NichoZai Brembre et Johawms Organ, C^\ectorum 
Custumar^^m et ^\x\^%idiomm lanarw?w, pellium lanutcwww, et coriorMm 
in Portu Loudon/e, pesr brewe Keg^'s patens, datttw primo die Julij, 
anno viij**, penes ipsos Go]\.ectores remane?i5, videZi'cei, de exitib?*^? 
eomndeni Qw^iMmarum et ^xjihBidiorum ibzcZem a festo Sc/wc^i 
Michae^is, anno ix°, ante quod festum ijdem QoWectores inde com- 
putarunt in mediate snpr«,^ vsqwe festum ^andi MichaeZis proximo 
seqziens, per visum et testimoniu??i Q^Mxidi Chauncer', Contmrotula- 
toris eorwwdem CnstumamJi et ^xxhMiorum Regis ibitZem. A quo 
quidem festo Sa«c^i MichaeZis, anno x**, ijdem Qollectores sunt inde 
computaturi. 

* * ♦ * ♦ 

^umrna Rece^j^e— xvij Milh'a xlvijli. xvjs. iijd. q«ft. * * * 
Et prffato Contrarutulatori, p?'o VdAiis suis per idem tempus, 

Xli.2 >|t * >K 

191. 

1386, Sept. 29. — Account of More and Rauf Collectors of [Petty] 
Customs, under the survey of Chaucer, for the year preceding, 
A house hired for collecting and depositing the Customs, 
[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 39 d.] 

CoMPOTUs WilleZwii More, vynter, et Walte?'i Rauf, Cd)lectorum 
Custumar«i??i Regt5, de quibuscumq^^€ bonis et mercandigif^, Custumis 
lanartfw, coriorwm, et pelliu9?^ lanutarww exceptis, in Portu Londonie 
et in singulis locis abinde ex vtraqwe parte Thamisie vsq^e Graues- 
eiide, et ibidem, et exinde ex parte Essex' vsq«e Tillebury, et ibid^^, 
per brewe Regis patens de magno sigillo dtc^is GoWectorilus diTect«??i, 
datwm tercio die Juli/, anno viij°, penes ip^os CoUectores remane?zs, et 
annotatwm in compo^o dic^orwm Collec^orMm de Oustumis predzc^is de 
anno vltimo pretertYo, Ro^mZo Compo^omm de Custumis, videZicef, de 
exiti6?i.5 \iu\usmodi in Portu et locis predictts a festo Sa/ic^i MichaeZis, 
anno ix^, ante quod festum ijdem Collectores alias inde computaruut 
d^'c^o Ro^wZo de Custumis, vsqwe festum Sa^c^i MichaeZis, anno x% 
per visum et testi??iomu??i Galfn^Zi Chaucer, Contrarotttlatom 
Oustumarww predtc^avww. A quo quidem festo ijdem CoUeotores 
ibidem sunt inde computaturi. 

***** 

1 See No. 181. 

^ Payments out of the Customs were made to Thomas, Duke of Gloucester 
and Earl of Buckingham and Essex, and to Edmund, Duke of York and Earl of 
Cambridge, by authority of letters patent. 
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^umma Eecep^e — M^xiiij li. xvj s. xj d. * * * Et eisdem 
Co\\ectorihmy p?*o vna domo condiicta pi'o Custuma colligenda ei 
imponeada per idem tempus, xxxiijs. iiijd., sicut allocate^m est 
ibviem, * * * Et tespondent m Bo^u/o ix^ in Adhuc Item 
Loiidon«a,^ 

192. 

1386, Oct 5. — Lease to Rkhard Forster of the dwelling above 
Aldgate. 

[City of London Records, Letter Book H, f. 204 bj 
Lease by Sir Mcholas Brembre, Mayor, and tbe Aldermen and 
Commonalty of London to Richard rorster,^ citizen of London, of 
totam mansionem supra portam de Algate, cum domibus superediH- 
cat^^, et qaodam celario subtos eandem portam in parte australi 
eiusdem porte, cum suis i^rtinenciis" for the whole of his life. He 
shall keep it in repair, and shall not demise it. The lessors will not 
make any prison therein, etc. Dated in the Chamber of the Guild- 
hall, 5 October, 10 Eic. IL^ 

The lease was delivered io him on 6th November* 

193. 

1386, Oct. 15. — Testimony given by Geoffrey Chaucer^ Esquire, in the 
Court of Chivalry y in the dispute as to the rigid to bear certain 
arms between Sir Richard le Scrope and Sir Robert Grosvenor^ 
before Sir John de Derwentwater^ in the Refectory of Westminster 
AbbeyA 

[Chancery Miscellaneous Rolls, bundle 10, no. 2 ; edited by Nicolas, 
Godwin, App. i.] 

Ces sont les atfcsstacions pris le duzisme iour Doctobre, Ian du 

regue le Roy Erichard' seconde puis le Conquest disme, en lesglise de 
seint Margarets de Wymonsfcre, deuaunt Mons^'ez^r Johan de Derwent- 
water, productz pur la partie de Monsieur Eichard'' Lescrop', en vne 
cause darmez, cestassauoir, dazure oue vne bende dor, par entre le 

^ There is nothing abont Chaucer in their further account on the Pipe EoU, 
=* See No. 120. 

3 There is no reference to Chaucer or his previous lease in this document, 
which was discovered by Prof. Hales, and referred to by him in the Academy, 
Dec. 6, 1879, p. 410, and in his Folia Litterariaj p. 87. There is an earlier 
reference to the gate-house in Letter Book C, f. 86. It is a memorandum that 
on the eve of St. Michael, 33 Edw. I. [1305], the " porta de Algate was 
granted and delivered by the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Chamberlain to 
Thomas de Kancia, the Mayor's Serjeant, to keep and inhabit durinc his good 
behaviour ; and he was to repair the roof at his own charges. Prof. Skeat refers 
to Riley*s Memorials, p. 469, as to a later resolution of the Corporation not to 
let houses over the City gates. 

^ This heading is partly borrowed from Godwin, but he mistakes in saying 
that Chaucer made his deposition in St. ISfargaret's Church on 12th October. 
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dit Monsieur Richard', partie actowr, et Monsieur Robert Grouenour^ 
partie defendant, en la manere qe sensuyt. 

[Here follow the depositions of 22 witnesses, the last being that of Chaucer ; 
but after the third witness, the following sub-heading occurs :] 

Et cez attestations ensuantz furent pris deuaunt le dit Momieur 
Johan de Darwentwatre, le quinzlsme iour del dit moys Doctobre, en 
le refreitour del Abbaye de Wymonstre, en la manure qe sensuit. 

xxij. — Oeffiray Chancere, Esquier, del age de xl ans et plus, 
armeez par xxvij ans, product ^nr la partie de Monsieur Richard' 
Lescrop*, iurrez et examinez. Demandez si lez armeez dazure cue vn 
bende dor apparteignent ou deyuent apparteigner au dit Monsieur 
Richard' du droit et de heritage, dist qe oil, qar il lez ad veu estre 
armeez en Fraunce deua«^nt la ville de Retters,i et Mons^ewr Henry 
Lescrop' armez^ en mesmes lez armeez, one vn label blanc et a baner, 
et le dit Monsieur Richard' armeez en lez entiers armez dazure one yn 
bende dor ; et issint il lez vist aimer par tout le dit viage, tanqe le 
dit Geffrey (sic) estoit pris. Demandez par qei il sciet qe lez ditz 
armez apparteignent au dit Monsieur Richard', dist qe par oy dire 
dez veux Chmalers et Esquiers, et qils ount toutdys continuez 
lowr possessions en lez ditz armez, et par tout sonn temps, pwr lour 
armeez reputeez, com comune fame et publike vois laboure et ad 
labouree ; et auxi il dist qe quant il ad veu lez ditz armes, en banerg, 
en verrures, en peyntures, en vestementz, comunement appellez lez 
armez de Lescrop', Demandez sil oiast vnqes parler quele estoit le 
primer auncestre du dit Mons^e2^r Richard' qi portast primerment lez 
ditz armez, dist qe noun, ne qil ne oiast vnqes autre mes qils 
estoient venuz de veille auncestre, et de dez veulx gentils ho??zmes, et 
occupiez les ditz armez. Demandez sil oiast vnqes parler com long 
temps que lez auncestres du dit Monsieur Richard' ount vaez lez ditz 
armes, dist qe noun, mes com il ad oy dire qil passe la memoir de 
homme. Demandez sil oiast vnqes dascun interrupc^on ou chalange 
fait par Mons^ewr Robert Grouenour ou par cez auncestres, ou par 
ascun en soun noun, al dit Monsieur Richard' ou a ascun de cez 
auncestres, dist qe noun ; mes il dist qil estoit vne foitz en Friday- 
strete, en Loundres, com il alast en la rewe, il vist pendant hors vn 
nouell' signe fait dea ditz armez, et demandast quele herbergerie ceo 
estoit, qe auoit pendu hors cestez armes du Scrop' ; et vn aut?'e luy 
respondist, et dit, " Nenyl, Sieur, ils ne sount mye penduz hors pwr 
lez armez de Scrop', ne depeyntez la pwr cez armeez, mes ils sount 
depeyntez et mys la i^ur vne (sic) Chiualev del Counte de Chestre, qe 
homme appelle Monsieur Robert Grouenowr " ; et ceo fuist le primer 
foitz qe vnqes il oiast parler de Monsieur Robert Grouenour ou de 
cez auncestres, ou de ascun autre portant le noun de Grouenour.^ 

1 Rethel, near Rheims. — Prof. Skeat's Life, notes 33 and 124. 
* " Armez " is interlined. 

^ This passage is translated by Nicolas, in his edition of the Scrope and 
Grosvenor KoU, at the end of which he gives a biography of the poet ; and 
LIPE-RBCOBDS, IV. 18 
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194. 

1386, Oct. 20. — Half-yearly payments of Chaucer's and his tcife's 
annuities^ to himself 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 10 Ric. II., m. 3.] 

§ Die Sabba^i, xx** die Octobm, 
Galfr^'t^us \ QfdMrido Chaucer, armigero, cui T>ominm Eex nunc xx 
Chaucer. J marcas annwa^ ad Scaccariwin, ad totam vitam suam, ad 
termi/zos Sawc^i MichaeZis et Pasche per equales pora'owes 
percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipswm. eidem J>omino Regi impenso 
et impendendo, ac in recompensaczonem vnitis pichere vini eidem 
Oalfri'e^o per l[)omimi,m Begem 'Edioardum^ nuper Begem Anglie, 
auum Regis hnms^ concesse, quoh'ftet die in portu Ciuitatis Londonze, 
per manus Pincerne eiusde??^ Domini Eegis aui et heredum snoru7n, 
ad totam vitam ip^ius GBlfridi percipiende, vltra xx marcas sibi per 
Dominum l^dwardum Eegem auu??z concessa^, et per ddotum J)omixium 
Regem nunc confirraatas, per litems suas patentes concess^Y: In 
denan/5 s^^i libe?•at^5, per manus propnas, in persoluc^'owem x 
mai.vcarum sibi liberandarM??z de hmimfiodi certo suo, videKcet, pro 
termiwo Michae^is i^oxijno preterito, per breue suum de liberate, 
inter manda^a de hoc termino vj li. xiij s, iiij d. 

Eidem Galfr^c?o, cui Do7ninus Rex 'Edwardus, auus Regis hmics, xx 
maxcas annuas ad Scaccarmm, ad totam vitam suam^ ad termifioa 
Sa«c^i Michae^ts et Pasche per equales pombnes percipienda^, pro 
bono seruicio per ipswm eidem Dowino %dwardo Regi impenso, per 
U'i^eras suas patentes concessity quas quidem k'^ras Dominus Rex 
nunc confirmauit : In denam^ sibi libej'a^t^, per manus propnas, in 
^er&olucionem eiusdem certi sui, videlicet, pro termino MicliaeZis 
vltimo preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
Wmino ... ... ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d, 

"PhilippSi \ IPYiilippe Chance?', nuper vni domicellamn 'Philippe, 
Chaucer. J nuper Regine Anglfe, cui Dominus Rex 'Edwardtis, auus 
Eegis hniuSy x maiYcos annwas ad Scaccarmm, ad totam 
vitam suam, ad termi?ios Sancti MichaeZis et Pasche per eqwales 
porc/ones percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipsam tam eidem 
Domino Edwardo Eegi quam pred^c^e nuper Eegine impenso, per 
hVeras suas patentes concern'^, quas quidem kVeras Dominus Eex 
nunc con^vniauit : In denan^ sibi liberatiJs, per manus preih'c^i 
Oalfr^c^i, in persoluciOTzem v maiearujn stbi liberandarttm de huiws- 
modl certo suo, videk'cet, pro termino MichaeSs vltimo preterito, per 
brewe suum de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc termi?io Ixvj s. viij d. 

also in his Life of Gkaiieer, pp. 29—31. Prof. Skeat, in his LifSy quotes Nicolas*s 
translation, with some variations. Other depositions were taken in the Refectory 
of Westminster Abbey on the 19th and SOth October, and on the 12th and 19th 
November ; and others in the White HaU of the Palace of Westminster on 3rd and 
5th December. The proceedings extended over five years, from 1385 to 1390. 
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195. 

1386, Nov. 28. — Precept [to the Sheriff of Kent] for j^ay^nent of tlie 
expenses of Chamer and his colleagm as Knights of the Shire in 
Parliament^ viz. 24?. 9s. for 61 days. 

[Close Roll, 10 Ric. XL, m. 16 <i.l 
De expenses ) 'Rex, Yicecomiti Nortliumbrie, salwtem. Precipimus 
Militum-. J tibi, quod de co??^mmitate Gomitatm pred*c^i tarn 
infra libertates qtiam extra — Cmitatibtti>' et Bur><is, de 
quibMS Ciues et Burgenses ad Parliamentum nostmm, quod apud 
Westmonasteriumj primo die Ootobrw vltimo preterite, suwmoneri 
fecimus, venerunt, dumtaxat exceptis — ^ha&ere fdiciaitis Eertramo 
Monboucher, Cliiualer, et Roberto de Claueryng', Cbiualer, Militibtts 
Gomitattis pred/c^i, pro co?7z??zMwitate eiusdem Comitatus ad Parlia- 
mentum -predictum venientibw5, triginta libras, ipro expensis suis, 
veniendo ad Parliament predicfwm, ibidem morando, et exinde 
ad propria redeundo ; videh'cet, pro sexaginta et quindecim diebM* ; 
vtroqtte i^redictomm Bertram! et E,oberti capiente per diem quatuor 
solidos. Teste, vt 8up7*a, [Teste Ee^e, apud Wo8imo7ia8teriumj 
xxviy. die M'ouembM^.] 

Conmnilia brewia hahent Milites subscript!, de su??imis subscriptis, 
pro diehis subscriptis, sub eadem data ; videh'cet [among others] — 

WiUdmnB Bete]iham\ Milites Comitatm Kancie, de xxiiij. 11. 
Galfn'c^UB Chauoers / ix. s. pro Ixj. diebt^^.^ 

196. 

1386, 'NoY. 28. — Rewards to Bremhre^ Organ, and CJiaucer, as before. 
[Issue Roll, Mich., 10 Ric. II., m. 11.] 
§ Die Mercur^/, xxviij° die ITouembrzs. 

Collectores Custume 1 'Nicholao Brembre et Johanni Organ, CoUec- 
et Snheidij Regis in }■ toribws Custume et Subsidy Regis in jPortu 
Porta Londome. J liondonie, et Glalfi^'c^o Chaucer, Contrarotula- 
tori Regis in Portu predict : In denarm eis 
liberates, per assignac?'o??e?7i2 eis fac^am isto die, nominihus suis pro- 
prm, de regardo pro assiduo labore et diligencia per ipsos appositis in 
oflficm suis in anno vltimo elapso, pro comodo Regis, circa coUecci- 
onem denariortt?» Regis proueniencm?n de eisdewi Custuma et 
Suhsidio, necnon pro custubtts et expens/s per ipsos factts causa 
officij sui anted2C#i in anno pred^c^o ... xlvj li. xiij s. iiij d.^ 

* They appear to have been paid 8s. a day between them j but if so, the 
total should have been 24^. 85. 

2 " T?er assignaciowewi is repeated in the roll. 

' On 7th Feb., 11 Ric. II., 1388, a similar payment of the same amount was 
made to Brembre and Organ, but Chaucer is not mentioned in the entry, ho 
having ceased to be Controller. No such payments have been found in the Issue 
Rolls for Mich. 12 and Mich. 13 Ric. 11. ; so they evidently ceased to be made. 
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197. 

1386, Nov. 2^.— Mandate to the Collectors of Cmtaim under 
Chaucer* 8 mmy. 

[Patent Eoll, 10 Ric. II., p. 1, m. 5.] 
The Collectors of Castoms and Subsidies in the Port of London 
are commanded to pay to the Mayor and Commonalty of London 
" all the Subsidy arising from wools, woolfelis, and hides in the Port 
aforesaid," from Easter next, till they receive the sum of 2,000Z.,*ia 
part payment of the 4,000Z. which they have lent to the King. The 
rest is to be repaid out of the moiety of a fifteenth and tenth granted 
in the last Parliament. Dated 29fch JN^ovember. 

[On m. 10 there is a similar mandate, dated 25 Nov.] 

198. 

1386, Dec. 4 and 14. — Appointments of successors to Chaucer in the 
ControUership of the Gtistoms and Petty Customs, 

[Patent Roll, 10 Ric. 11. , p. 1, m. 10,] 
Grant to Adam Yerdele of the office of Controller of the Custom 
and Subsidy of wools, hides, and woolfelis in the Port of London, 
during the King's pleasure ; to receive as much as other Controllers 
have hitherto been accustomed to receive, etc. Dated 4th December. 

[Ibid. m. 4.] 

Grant to Henry Gisors of the office of Controller of the Petty 
Custom in the same Port, during pleasure, with the custody of the 
other part of the King's seal called Coket. Dated 14th December. 

199. 

1387, Jan. 20. — Account of Brembre and Organ^ from %Wi Sept. to 
4th Dec.^ 1386, tohen Chaucer loas succeeded in the Comptroller- 
ship of the Customs by Adam Yerdeley ; and from 4d:h Dec, to 
this date, when Nicholas Exton succeeded Organ. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 33.] 

London/^. — Compotus Nioholai Brembre et JohanniB Organ, 
Oollectorum Custumamw et Bxihsidiorum lanarwm, pelliuwi lanutamn, 
et coriorwm in Portu Londome, per "bveue Regis pate?is, datum primo 
die Junij, anno viij , prefatis Collectoribus inde directum, et super 
hunc compotum restitutum, videZ^ce^, de exitibus eomndem Custu- 
marum et Buhaidiorum a festo SaiiGti MichaeZis, anno x°, ante quod 
festum ijdem Gollectores inde computarunt Bx)tulo computarunt (dc) 
'Rotulo Compotorum de Custumis, Ysque iiij*""*diem Decembris \)roximo 
Bequentenij scik'cet, per Ixvj dies, p^r visum et testimoniuwj Galfr^'c^i 
Chauncer, Gontrarotulatoris Qomnd^ Gustumarum et Bxib&idiorum 
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Regis ibit^em, per idem tempus, et ab eodem iiij*^ die D^temhris, anno 
vsqwe xx"* diem January; proxmo seq?ien^em, per visum et testimo- 
nium Ade Yerdeley, Contmtrotulatam eorw^dem Custumam??i et 
^whMiorum Regis ihidevcx, sciU'cet, per xlvij dies ; quo die Rex, per 
Ittoas patentee datas eodem xx^'die Januan}', anno x°, assign auit pre- 
fatum NichoZawm Brembre et NichoZcfwm Exton' ad pred^c^a Custu- 
raas et Subs^cZm in predtc^o Portu London^e, et in singulis portubz^s et 
locis abinde ex vtraqwe parte aqua Thamisie vsqwe Grauesende, et 
ibicZem, et ex parte Essex' vsqwe Tillebury, ib^dfem, leuanda et 
coUigenda, et ad opus Regis recipienda, et ad sigillu??i Regis quod 
dicitwr Cokett' in Portu predtc^o custodiendww, q^^amdiu Regi 
placuerit, ita q«od de exit^'^ws iiide proixenienHbids Regi ad Scaccan'i^m 
suuw respoiideant. A quo quidem xx^ die Januan}', anno x°, ijdem 
NiohoZaus et NichoZaus^ CoUec^ores, sunt inde computatuii. 

:fC 4« 9(( 3(1 * 

Bum7na Eecep^e — x CCxIj li. xs, v d. 

3|( If * 4t >1( 

Et prefatis Contrai'otulatoiibaies, pro vadiis suis pe?' idem tenipus, 
Ixij s., de rata x 11. per ann2^9?2. j^c ife 9|c 

200. 

1387, March 15. — Account of More and Eauf from 29th Sept^ 
1386, to this date J under the survey of Ghaucer and of Henry 
Gy sores, who succeeded Chaucer in the ComptroUership of the 
[Petty] Gustmns on lith Dec., 1386. 

[Enrolled Accounts, Customs, Roll 14, m. 41..] 

Adliuc 'Residrmm de Nom Custuma in Portu London^'e. 

CoMPOTUS WilleZ??ii More, vyuter, et Walfceri Rauf, nuper Colhcto- 
rum Custumarwm Reg^'s de quibuscumqzte bonis et me?'candisis, 
Custumis lanarwm, coriorw??!, et pelliu?2% lanutarw/?i exceptis, in Portu 
Londom'e, e^ in singulis locis abinde ex vtraque parte Aque Thamisie 
vsqwe Grauysende, et ibidem, et exinde ex parte Essex' vsqz^e Tillebury, 
et ihidemf per brewe Hegis patens de magiio sigillo, datum tercio die 
Julij, anno viij*, super hunc compo^i^m restitutuw, Yidelicet, de 
exitihvs hmusmodi Custuniarw??i in Portu et locis pred^'cifis, a festo 
Sancti MichaeZis, anno x**, ante quod festum ijdem CoUec^ores alias 
inde coniputarunt, Rofw?o ConlpotorM?^^ de Custumz's, vsqwe xv. diem 
Marcij tunc pr<?x^wo sequentem, per visum et testimonium Galfnc^i 
Chaucer e^Henrici Gysores, successiue Contra^otwlafcorw^?^ Custumarw?^^ 
predzc^arwm; videkce^, ^redicfi GalfrM, Contrarotwlatoris, a dicto 
festo Sawc^i MichaeZis, anno x°, vsq^^e xiij. diem Decembr^'s tunc 
-proximo sequente??^, et abinde predic^i Henrici, Contrarotwlatoris 
ib^Viem, vsqwe xv. diem Marcij suprad^c^wm, a quo quidem xv*^ die 
Marcij, anno x**, Johan?^es Organ, Ciuis Londonie,ei^ pred*c<us Walterus 
KauP, CoUec^ores Custuraamji prediistnmm in Portu et locis pre- 
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dic^is, sunt inde computaturi, per hieue "Regis de magno sigillo Aicto 
WUlehno More inde directum, datwm dicto xv** die Marct/, anno 
et super liunc comi^otum liheraium. In quo contiwe^Mr, quod, cum 
Rex per liferas suas patentee assignauerit predt'ctos Johannem et 
Walterum Collec^ores ad Custumam pred^'c^am in Portu et Portu 
(sic) et locis predtc^is leuandam coMigendam, et recipiendum ad opus 
Eegis, Hex mandauit eidern Willelmo, quod de colleca'oiie sen 
leuaciowe Custumarwm pred^c^artA??z in Portu et locis predic^is se 
vlterius nullatenus intromittat. 

***** 
Bumma R^cepte — Dlxli.xvs.vjd. * * * 
[No payment to the GijUwHwi's.] 

201. 

1387, May 16. — Commission to William Eikhill,^ Geoffrey Chaucer^ 
and others y to inquire as to the ahdudloa of Isahella, daughter 
and heir of William atte Halle, out of the custody of Thomas 
Kershill, at Chislehurst^ Kent.^ 

[Patent Roll, 10 Ric. XL, p. 2, m. 2 d.] 
inquirendo. — Rex dilec/is sibi Wille?9?io Rikhiir, Galfr/(fo 
Chaucer, Eoberto atte ]S"aker, et Ricardo Htoke, sakitem. Sciatis, 
qwod assignauimus vos, tres et duos vesfcr?/Tn, quori^ji vos, prefate 
Wil]eZ??ie, vnum esse volumus, ad inquirend?im, per sacra?/? eu^*6m 
proborttm et \BgaMum hominum de Gomitatu Kanc/e, per quos rei 
ve?itas melius sciri potmt, qui malefac^ores et pacis nostvQ pertuba- 
tores Isabellam, filiam et heredem WilleZ?wi atte Halle, infra etatem 
et in custodia Thome Kershill' existenteni, apud Chesilhurstinventam, 
rapuenint et abduxeruut, qualiter et quo modo, et alia ,mala qmm- 
plurima ibidem perpetrarunt, et de premissis omnihus et singulis, ac 
articulis et circumstanciis premissa omnm et singula qiialitercu??2qwe 
concernent^bw^ plenius veritatem. Et ideo \dhis maud am W5, c\uod 
ad certos eta. [dies et loca] quos efc. [vos, tres vel duo vestrum], 
quoTttw e^c. [vos, prefate Willelrae, vnum esse volumus], ad hoc 
prouideritis, inquisic*o«em inde fac^a^^^^, et earn distiiicte et aperte 
fac^am nobis in Cancellan'am no5#ram sub sigillis ve."*M8 e^c. [sine 
trium vel duorum vestrum], quorum e^c. [vos, prefate Willelme, vnuiii 
esse volumus], et sigillis eort^m per quos fac^a fuerit, sine dilaceone 
mittatis, et hoc brewe. Mandauimws enim Yicecomiti nostro Goniitatus 
predic^i, quod ad cerfcos e^c. [dies et loca] quos e^c. [vos, tres vel duo 
vestrum], quorwm etc. [vos, prefate Willelme, vnum esse volumus], ei 
scire tmietis^ venire i^iat coram vob^V e^c, [tribusvel duobus vestrum], 
quorum e^c. [vos, prefate Willelme, vnum esse volumus], tot e#c. [et 

^ William Rickhill was the King's Serjeant-at-Law in 1383, and a Justice of 
the Common Pleas in 1389.— Haydn. 

^ After Chaucer's capitis of Cecilia Chaumpaigne, this was a case of setting 
a thief to catch a thief.— F J. F. 
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tales probos et legales homiaes] de balliua sua, per quos etG. [rei 
Veritas in preraissis melius sciri poterit] et inquiri. In cuius eta. 
[rei testimonium has literas nostras fieri fecimus patentes]. Teste 
Icieye, apud WeBtmonasteriuniy xvj. die Maij.^ 

202. 

1387, June 18. — Half-yearly payments of Ghuucer's and his wife's 
annuities, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 10 Ric. IT., m. 9.] 

Die Martis, xviij° die Junij. 

OalfriVius \ Oalfri^o Chaucer, cui Dominus Eex Edtoardus, anus 
Chaucer, j Eegis huius, xl maTcas unnuas ad Scacca?wm, ad totam 
vitam suam, ad termiHos Sanati Michaels et Pasche, \)er 
equal es porctowes percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipswm eidem 
Doinino Y.dwardo Regi impenso, per kYeras suas patentee concessit, 
quas quidem h'^eras Doinimts Rex nunc confirmauit : In denarm 
JiberatM, per manus propria^, in persolucionem xx ms^xcarum sibi 
liberandarww de hmusmodi certo suo, videhVet, p?o iermmo Pasche 
praxtww preterite, per brez^e suum do liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
termiwo ... xiij li. vj b. viij d. 

[Nicolas, note DD.] 
VYiilippo, \ 'Philippe Chaucer, nupcr uni domicellam/ji PliiYtppe, nuper 
Chaucer, j Regine Anglie, cui Domtnws Eex IMwardus, auus Eegis 
huius, X marcas ann^^a^ ad Scaccarmm, ad totam vitam 
suam, ad termiwos Sanc^i MichaeZis et Pasche per equal es porc^o?^es 
percipienda^, pro bono seruicio per ipsam tarn eidem Jyomino Regi 
qwam Vhilipp^, nuper Eegine Anglie, impenso, per U'^eras suas 
patentes concessit, quas quidem JtYeras T)ominm Rex nunc confirmauit : 
In denarm sibi liberates, par manus d^c^i CralfritZi, in persoluc^07^en^ 
V moxcamm sibi liberandar«?>i de hMxusmodi certo suo, videlicet, pro 
termino Pasche proxwno preterite, per brez«e suu?» de liberate, inter 
mandofa de hoc termino Ixvj s. viij d. 

203. 

1387, Nov. 7. — Half-yearly payment of Chaucer's annuity, 
[Issue Roll, Mich. 11 Ric. IL, m. 6.] 
§ Die Jouis, vij° die Nouembr^^. 

Galfric^us \ QtdXbido Chaucer, cui T>omi\\u& Eex l^dwardus, auus 
Chaucer. J Eegis huius, xl marm$ ann?*as ad Scaccarmm, ad totam 
vitam suam, ad terminos Sawc^i MichaeZis et Pasche per 
^ Ko return to this commission has been found. 

2 This is the la.st payment to Philippa Chaucer. It maybe conjectured that 
she died between this date and Michaelmas. 
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eqaales porcz'ones percipiend^Jts, pro bono seruicio per ipswm eideni 
Dommo ^loardo Regi impenso, per litems suas patentee concessit, 
quas quidem liteva/s Dominus Eex nunc confirmauit : Tn denariis sibi 
lihereiUs, per manus propnas, in persoluc^o?^ew 1 s. sibi liberandarww 
de hui«5»?oc:?iJ certo sue, videKcefc, p?'0 termiwo Samti Michaelis prox- 
imo preterite, per brewe sui^m de liberate, inter mandate de hoc 
termiwo ... ... ... xiij li, vj s. vii j d, 

204. 

1387, Dec, 21, — Advance of 20s, to Ohaucer on Ms annuity, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 11 Ric. II,, m. 16.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xxj^ die Becembr?:ii9. 

Oalfr? e^us \ Galfrzc^o Chaucer, in denarzVs sibi libera^is, per manus 
Chaucer. / propria^, de prestito super quodam annuo certo xl 
marcarwrn sibi per Dommttm Regem concesso ad ^mo- 
canwra, ad totam vitam suam, ad termiwos SaTJcti MichaeHs et 

Pasche per equales porciones perdpiendo xx s. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

205. 

1388, May 1, — Grant to John Scaitby of the annuity^ of iO marJeSy 
surrendered by Chaucer, 

[Patent Roll, 11 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 1.^ Godwin, App. xx.] 

Pro Johan«e Eeic, OnmibMS ad quos e^c, sah^tem, Sciatis, quod 
Scalby. / cum nos vicesimo tercio die Marcij, anno regni nostn 
primo, per literas nosi^as patentes sub magno sigillo 
no5^ro, approbauerimw^ et confirmaueriniMs concessionem fac^am 
diJec^o Armigero nofi/ro QeiSridO Chaucer per Dominum ^dwardum^ 
nuper Regem Anghe, auu9?2 nostom, de viginti marcis percipiend*« 
singulis annis ad ^mcmrium suum, ad terminos ^andi Michae?is et 
Pasche per equales porc^o?^es, ad totam vitam ipsius Galfric^i, vel 
quousqwe idem auus nostem pro statu suo aliter duceret ordinandt/m ; 
Ac postmodum decimo die ApriHs, anno pred^c^o, per quasdam alias 
h'^eras nos^as patentes sub magno sigillo nos^ro, concesserimus eidem. 
Oalfnc^O, in recompensac/owem vnius picher vini per diem, per 
prefatum auum no^^z^m eidem Oalfrte^o alias concossi, percipiendt in 
portu Ciuitatis nos^re Londonie per manus Pinceme prefati aui nosM, 
et nos^ri, pro tempore existente, seu eius locum tenentis, ad totam 
vitam ipsius GalfrM, et pro bono seruicio quod ip^e nobis inipende- 
bat et impenderet, viginti marcas percipiendas singulis annis ad 
^mcmrium Mostmm, ad totam vitam pred^cifi Galfn'^i, ad terminos 
Stmc^i Michaels et Pasche per equales porc^'o^ees, vltra viginti 

^ This patent is also enrolled, by mistake, on the Patent Roll, 12 Ric. II., 
p. 1, m. 86, but is there struck out and vacated. 
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marcas sibi pe?' p?'efatuiQ auum noskmn. concessas per d/c/as ]«Yeras 
suas patentes per nos confirmatas, porcipienda^ ad te?minos pred^c^os 
per eqnales poxciowes, vt predictwin est; p'out in eisdem h'^ris 
pleniMs continetwr : !N"os, ad supplicac^owem prefati Oalfri^'di, et pro 
eo qwod ip^e dic^as hVeias nostras nobts in Cancellam nostm restituit 
cancellanda^, de gram nostra spec^'ali, et pro bono seruicio quod 
Johawwes Scalby nob«V impendet in futurwm, concessimw^ eidem 
Johannx d^c^as quadraginta marcas percipiendas singulis annis ad 
Scaccan'wm no^^rum, ad terminos Sa«c#i Mich«e?is et Pasche per 
equales porc^'owes, ad to tarn vitam ipsius JohawJiis, vel quousqwe pro 
statu suo aliter dL\ix.erim.u& ordinandwm. In cuius efc. Teste Ee^e, 
apud Westmo«asfe7^ttWJ, primo die Maij. 

Per brewe de priuato sigillo. 
[This is partly crossed ont, and the following note is added in the margin :] 
Yeicantf et restitute fuerww^, -pro eo qwod Dominus Rex infra- 
scripfuSj XX. die Jdniuarij, anno regni sui quartodecimo, per alias 
hYeras suas patentes,^ concessit Johanni uihaL^crtpto xl. marcas per^ 
cipieudas singulis annis, ad totam vitam suam, de exitibus Com^- 
tatvs Lincolnie. Et ideo iste liters canoellantur et dampnantw. 

206. 

1388, May 13. — Half-yeai^i/ payTjfient of (Hiatieer^s annuity^ 
[Issue Roll, Easter, 11 Ric. II., m. 7.] 
§ Die Mercurt/, xiif die Maij. 
Galfric^tts ^ OalfneZo Chaucer, cui Dom/nws Kex Edwardmy auus 
Chaucer. / Regis huit*^, xl marcas mmms ad Scaemrium ad totam 
vitam suam, ad terminos Sawc^i et Pasche per equales 
porc^o?^es percipienda^, pr<9 bono se/'uicio per ip^wm eidem Domino 
'Edwardo Regi impenso, per hYeras suas patentes concess^Y, quas quas 
(sic) quidem hVeras Dmninua Rex nunc confirmauit r In denarm sibi 
libet'at^'s, per manus prop^^cl5, in persoluczoraem xx mB,rcaru7n sibi 
liberandarwm de hmtmnodi certo suo, videhcet, pro te^^miwo Pasche 
"proximo preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
termiiio ... ... xiij li. vj s. viij di. 

207. 

1388, Dec. 1-14. — Deeds relating to the tenements formerly conveyed 
by John Chaucer to Andrmv Aubrey. 

[Husting Roll, 117, No. 75.] 

^ These are on Patent Roll, 14 Ric. XL, p. 2, m. 38 ; they are very brief, 
and do not mention Chaucer. The payment out of the County of Lincoln 
seems to identify this grantee with John de Scalby of Grimsby, mentioned in 
the Calendar of the Patent Rolls, 1388, p. 402, rather than with John de, Scalby 
of Scarborough, referred to by Nicolas, Life, p. 34. 

2 No account is taken of the 20s, advanced to him on 21st Dec. previous ; it 
is not shown on the Receipt Rolls to have been repaid. 
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Indenture between John Fyfhyde and others, citizens of London, 
and Sir John de Montagu (Monte Acuto), junior, knight, reciting 
that Sir John and Matilda his wife, formerly wife of John Aubrey, had 
certain tenements by gift of the executors of Juliana Komayn, etc. ; 
and also all those tenements which Andrew, father of John Aubrey, 
had by sale and grant of John Chaucer, brother and executor of 
Thomas Heyron, citizen and vintner, in the parish of St. Mary of 
Aldermaricherche, which are now one tenement, and four shops of 
the same tenement, abutting on Watelyngstrete, on the south, etc. 
Release to Montagu. Dated at London, 1st December, 1 2 Eichard 11. 

[im,, Nos. 76—79.] 
Four other deeds relating to the same tenements, of 4 th, lOtli, 
12th, and 14th December. 

208. 

1389, F'^b. 16, — Arrears of Chcmcer^s annuity up to \st May last, 
paid to him by the hands of John Scalhy, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 12 Ric. XL, m, 19.] 
§ Die Martis, xvj° die Fehrwa^'z/, 

GalfipwZus \ Galfrt6?o Chaucer, armigero Eegis, cui Dojntnws Rex 
Chaucer. / 'EdwarduSf auus Regis huiws, xx maxcas annwas ad 
Scaccarium ad totam vitam snam, ad te?'mi?ios Scmc^i 
MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porciOT^ea percipiendas, p?*o bono 
serviicio per ips«*m eidem Domino Edwardo Regi impenso, per UYeras 
suas pateutes concessti^; ac postmodum Dominws Rex nunc eidem 
Oalfti^i^o alias viginti marcas etrmuas ad Scr/ccarmm ad totam vitam 
sua??i, ad te^'minos predictos percipiendos, in reconipensac^onem vniws 
pichere vini per diem per prefatiim mum eidem Galffic^O alias 
concesse, percipiende in Portu Ciuitatis London per manus 
Pincerne Regis p?*o tempore existentis vel eius locum tenentis, per 
litersiS suas patentes concern^, vltra dicfas viginti marcas Sinmias per 
p^'efatum auu7H supfrius coucessas : In denariis eidem Galfrtc^o 
liberatis, per mauM? Johannis Scalby, in persolncio?iem xliij s. viij d. 
eidem Galfricfo debito?'ttm et aretro existenciu??i de quadraginta marcis 
mxsuis supradtc^is, videU'cet, pro rata, a pnmo die Aprilis ^oximo 
preterito, Ysqite primum diem Maij extunc proximo seqtientem, quo die 
Maij d^'cfus Galfn'(fus kYeras suas patentes de dic/is annuetatibtis 
certis de causis in C iicellana Regis restituit cancellanda^*, per brewe 
de liberate de hoc teiimno ... ... ... xliij s. viij d. 

209. 

1389, July l'2,^Appointment of Chaucer as Cleric of the Works at 
Westminster Palace, tJie Toiver of London, and elsewhere, during 
his good behaviour; with poioer to impress tvorkmen, to purvey 
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rri'deriah and carriage^ to pursm absconding loorknien, to arrest 
contrary people, to make inquisition as to materials embezzled y 
and to sell the branches and bark of trees felled for timber ; his 
wages being 2& a day, 

[Patent Roll, 13 Ric. IL, p. 1, m. 30. Godwin, App. xxi.] 

De Clerico ope- 1 Kea;, Vniuersis et singulis Vicecomitibtts, Maioribt^s, 
racionu??* Ee- V Balliuis, Miuistris, et aliis fidelibtfs suis, tam inf?'a 
gis constitute. 1 J libertates qwam extra ad quos etCy salwtewi. Sciatis, 
quod nos, de fidelitate et circumspeca'oTie dilec^i 
nobtV GalfrM Chaucer confidentes, constitnimiis et assignauimi^s 
ipsttin Galfndfam Clericum operacionum nostr&rum apud Palaciuw 
nostrum Westmonasterij, Turrim nostvsLm London te, Castrum de 
Eerkhanipstede, Maneria nostra de Kenyngton', Eltham, C'aryndon', 
Shene, Byflete, Childernelangeley, et Feckeuham, necnon logiam 
nostTum de Hathebergh' in fores ta nostrei de iN'oua Foresta, ac logias 
nostras infra parcos nos^rosde Claryndon', Eltliam, Childernelangeley, 
et Feckenham, et mutas nostras pro falconibi^s nos^ris iuxta Charryng- 
crouch', necnon gardinorMw, stagnorw?/! niolendinor?w», ac elau- 
surarttwi tara parcorwm pred/ctorwm quam 07nn\um alior«??i parcorwm 
ad eadem Palaciu??z, Turrim, Castra, Maneriaj lugias, ef niutas 
pertinencia (sic) ; et ad latamos, carpentarios,e^ alios operarios et labora- 
tores qaascumqtzc, qui operactombws nos/Jris prediGtis necessarij 
fuerint, vbicumqwe inueniri poterunt, infra libertates et extra, feodo 
ecclesie dumtaxat excepto, per se et deputatoa suoa eligendo* et 
capiendo^, et in dt<i^is opernGtonibm nostvls ponendos, super eisdem 
operactoTiibus no^^ris ad vadia no^^ra moraturo^; aceciam ad peiras, 
maeremium, tegulas, cindulas, vitrum, ferrum, plumbum, et omniix 
alia necessaria pro operacionibus no6'#ris pr<?dzc^is, ac caria^du??z pro 
eisdi^m petris, maeremio, tegulis, cindulis, vitro, ferro, plumbo, et 
aliis necessariis ad loca p?'ed?*c^a, pro denariis no^^ris per i-psum 
Galfnc?um solnendis, per se et deputatos suos capienda et prouidenda ; 
necnon ad quascumqwe soluciones, tam pro vadiis dictorwn operario- 
rwm, qua7n p?-o empctowibws, prouidenciis, et cariagiis, et aliis misis et 
expensis quibuscumqwe d^'c^as operactowes qualitercumq?*e tangentib«5, 
per visum et testimonium Contrarotulatoris nos^ri ope7'acionuw p?'e- 
diot&Twn pro tempore existentis, faciendas ; et ad computandw??i de 
denariis, quos super expensis operacionum predtc^arww percipiet, per 
visum et testimonium prefati Contrarotulatoris ; et ad operarios, qui 
pro operaciowibws predic^is re tent i fuerint, qui ab eisdem operac^om- 
hus sine licencia nostra vel ipsius Galfrw^i recesserint, reducendos ; 
et ad omnes illos, quos in hac parte contrtfrios inuene^it sen rebelles, 
arestando5 et capiendos, et eos prisonis nos^ris mancipandos, in eisdem 
moraturt^, quousqwe securitatem inuenerint de sejniiendo in operacio- 
nihus nostiis, prout eis iniungetwr ex parte nostra ; et ad inquirendum 

^ "Extract." is also written in the margin, showing that a copy or note had 
been sent to the Exche(|uer. 
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-per sa^rammtum probomm et legalium hominum de Comitatihrn^ 
vbi opus fuerit, per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, si maeremiu??* 
vel petre, tegule vel cindule, vitrum, ferrum, plumbum, seu alia 
necessaria pro d*c^is operac^owibtts empta et prouisa, asportata vel 
elongata f uerint ; et ad eadem maeremium, petras, tegulas, cindulas, 
vitrum, ferrum, plumbum, seu alia necessaria sic elongata, vbicumqwe 
fuerint infra libertates et extra, reduci et restitui facienda; et ad 
ramos, corticem, et alia residua de arboiib^is pro diesis operac^ombMS 
prouisis, ad opus nostrum, per visum et testimonium dieti Contra- 
rotulatoris, vendenda, et nohis de denariis inde prouenientibws re- 
spondendww ; percipiendo pro vadiis suis in officio pred^'c^o duos 
solidos per diem de denariis mostnd supradic^is. Et ideo vob^'s 
mandamus, quod eidem Oalfrtc^o ac deputatis suis in premissis 
ommbMs et singulis faciend^'s et exequendjs intendentes sitis, con- 
sulentes, et auxiliantes, quociens et p?'Out per ipswm G'alfre<^um seu 
deputatos suos ex parte nostm fue?'itis requisiti. In cuius e^c. ; 
qttcmidiu idem G-alfrtc^us se bene et fideliter in eodem officio gesserit 
duraturas.i Teste B,ege, apud Castrum de Wyndesore, xy. die 
Julij. 

Per hrem de priua^o Bigillo*^ 

210. 

1389, July 12. — Account of Roger Elmham, Clerk of the Works, to 
this date, when he gave up tlie office to Glwrncer as his successor^ 
who is charged with " the dead stock " helonging to it, 

[Foreign Accounts, 11 Ric. II., forula K,] 

MiDXiLESE^. — Compotus Rogeri Elmham, quern Rex, pe** kVeras 
suas patentes, datdw vj*" die January/, anno legni sui xj°, super hunc 
compo^Mw restitutas, assingnauit ad operaciones Palacij sui West- 
monasterij, Turris Londonie, Castri Eeg^^s de Wyndesore, [e^e.] ^ 
* * * vsq?fe xj"* diem Julij, anno xiij^, * * * 
quo die * idem Eogerus Elmham officium i^redictum, cum omnihm ad 
idem officium pertinentibM^, et que in custodia sua fuerunt, QalSrido 
Chauncer liberauit, per brewe Regis de magno sigillo stio, datwm xij* 
die Julij, dtcfo anno xiij**, prefato Rogero inde directum, et super 
hunc Gompotum liberatum : in quo contme^wr, quod Rex constituit et 
assingnauit prefatum Gal£r2(fum Clericum operac*onu??i predzc^arM9?i ; 
ha&endwm dictum officium qz^amdiu idem Galfr^6?us se bene et 
fideliter gesserit in officio predic^o; per quod brewe Rex precepit 
dicto Rogero, quod eidem Oalfr^c^o officium pred^cif^m, cum omnibt^ 

^ Agreeing with "literas patentes,'* omitted above, after "In cuius." 
2 Mr. 6. J. Morris informs us that the new number of this Privy Seal is 6329. 
^ There is no gerundive participle, to show what he was to do in respect of 
the Works. 

* Sic; he means that the 11th July was his last day, and that he gave up 
the office to Chaucer on or from the 12 th. 
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ad idem officium spectant«&2*s, que in custodia sua existunt, liberet ; a 
quo quidem xij" die Julij, anno xiij**, idem OMbidvLS est inde 
computaturus- 

***** 
Liberatio stauri mortui. — * * * Et prefato Oalfr^'c^o 
Chaucer, Clerico o\)era,ciomim Regis, ***** 

[Here follows a long list of goods, utensils, implements, etc., in the Palace, 
the Tower, and other places, beginning with ** 8 pairs of andirons,*'] 

per pred^c^wm brewe Eegis de magno sigillo supm in titwlo huim 
compo^i annotatt^m, et per Indenturam ipsius OMxridi de recej^ctowe^^ 
sicut conitnetur ibidem [^^ e., in Rotwlo et Contmrotzilo de pa?-ticwlis]. 
De quibt*5 quidem viij par«&«s aundyrnes €!t alijs diuersisrebw^supm- 
dic^is idem QeHbidxiS debet respondere. Et lespondet infm. 

Et eque* 

***** 
Londoma. \ Oalfric^us Cliauoer, Gl^ricus op&rac^onum £egt« sixpra- 
Middlesea^. J dictammy [blank]^ de viij ^wdbus aundirnes, quorw??» 

pedes duomm f ranguntw?* et deuastantwr, j pan sipporwm, 
et alijs diuersis rebe^^ leceptis de eodem Rogero per Indenturam, sicut 
supm continetur. 

211. 

[1389, c. July 12.] — Warrant by Ohaucer, aa Clerk of the Works, to 
the Lord Chancellor, for the issue of commissions to Hugh Swayn, 
Thomas Segham, and Peter Cook to purvey mai&rials and press 
workmen for the King's Works, 

[Public Record Office Museum. Athemmnn, Jan. 28, 1888, p. 116.] 

An Chanceller dengleterre. 

Soit faite commission a Hugh' Swayn pur purnoier, pur les 
oeuereignes du Eoy no^^re Seignur au Paleys de Westmonster, a les 
Manoirs de Shene, Kenyngton', les Muwes ioust Charryng', Biflete, 
Coldkenyngton', Claryngdon', et au loge de Hathebergh' en la nouelle 
Eoreste, pere, maerisme, tiegles, et shingelF, et mtres choses neces- 
saires pur les ditz oeuereignes, ouec la cariage dyceir, et pur prendre 
masons, carpentiers, et autres oeuerours et laborers necessaires pur 
mesmes les oeuereignes, desouz le grand seal en due forme. Item, 
semblable commission desouz mesme le grand seal a Wautier Suth- 
werk', pur puruoier pur le Tour de Londres. Item, semblable 
commission desouz mesme le seal a Thomas Segham, pur puruoier en 
semblable manere pur les Chastel et Manoir de Berkhampstede et 
Childernelangeleye. Item, semblable co?»mission desouz le dit seal a 

1 See No. 216. 

This blank was left for " oneratur "or ** respondet " to be fi,lled in. 
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Piers CookV pur puiuoier en mesme la manere pur le IManoir de 
Eltham. 

Var GeflFray Chaucer, 

Clerc des oue/'eignes du Eoy 
nostte Seignur.2 

212. 

1389, July 14. — Appointment of Hugh Swayiie, as Purveyor of the 
King's Works at Westminster Palace ^ JShene, Kemiingtoii, and 
other placeSf on the nomination of Gliaucer, 

[Patent Roll, 13 Ric. IL, p, 1, m. 29.] 
De deputato ^ Rex, Yniuersis et singiilis Vicecomitibtts, Maioribtis, 
Cle?'ici opera- I Senescallis, Firmarm, Balliuis, Prepositis, Custodibws, 
cionum con- j Minis tris, et aliis fidelibws et subditis suis, tarn infra 
stituto, J libertates qitam extm, ad quos etc., salwtem. Sciatis, 

quod assignaiiimtis Hugonem Swayne, quern dilecifus 
nobis Galfr^6Zus Chancer^ Clericus opej'acionum nostrsivum, sub se 
deputauit prouisorem earwwiem operacionum, ad Palaciu??i nostrum 
WGBtmonast&i^tjy Mane^na de Shene, Kenyngton', Bifiete, et Claryndon', 
ac mutas nostras iuxta Charryng', et logiam de Ilatliebergh' in Nona 
Foresta [emendanda],^ et ad latomos, carpentarios, et alios operarios et 
laboratores quoscumqw^?, qui pro operacionibus no^^is predtcfis 
necessarij fueiint, vbicumque inueniri poterunt, infra libertates et 
extra, feodo ecclesie dumtaxat excepto, eligendo5 et capiendo^, et in 
dtc^is ope?'aci;ombus no^Ms ponendos, ac eciam ad petram, nxaere- 
mium, tegulas, cindulas, et omwia alia neeessaria pro operacionibus 
nostris prsdtc^is, ac cariagium pro eisdem petra, maeremio, tegulia, 
cindulis, et aliis necessariis ad loca pred^c^a, pro denariis nos^ria 
soluendea, capienda et prouidenda, et omnes illos quos in liac parte 
contrarios inuenerit seu rebelles arestando^ et capiendos, et eos 
prisonis nos^ris mancipandos, in eisdem nioraturos, quoi^sqzie securita- 
tem inuenerint de seruiendo nohis in opersicionihus noshis, prout eis 
iniungetur ex parte nostra. Et ideo vob*s mandam^/s, quod eidem 
Hugoni tanqmm deputato ipslus GalfnV^i in pr^missis omni}yus et 
singulis faciendtff et exequend^s intendentes sitis, consulentef=i, et 
auxiliantes, quociens et prout per ips2«m Hugonem super hiis ex 
pa^'te iiosts2i fueritis premuniti. In cuius etc. Teste 'Rege, apud 
We&imonasterium, xiiij. die Julij. 

Per billam ipsius GeAfridL 

213. 

1389, July 14 and 22. — Tu)o payments to Chaucer , as Clerk of the 
Worksy for expenses at Westminster, the Tower, and elsewhere, 

1 Or Cookes ; but see No. 215. ^ Omitted ; cf. No. 215. 

2 The seal is lost. This warrant was discovered by Mr. Selby ; see 
Athcnoexim, Jan. 28, 1888, p. 116. The whole of the document is in an ordinary 
Chancery clerk's hand, and is not signed by Chaucer. It has been suggested 
that it is probably holograph/* but this is not likely. 



1389. Fmir Payments to chaucbr Cleric of the Works. 279 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 12Ric. II., m. 13.] 
§ Die Mercuny, xiiij** die Julij. 
Galfn'c/us \ Galfr/e^o Chaucer, Clenco operacionum Doiniwi Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium 'Wedimonastenjy Tumm London^e, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et mane?'ia Regis : In den arm sibi 
liberatis, per maims proprms, super operibws pred/c/is, per bime 
Buu??i currens de pj'iuato sigillo, inter manda/a de hoc iermmo 

XX li. ; vnde 

Respondebit. Et vespondet inde in compoto suo ad &mcmrium 
Compotorwm, 'Rotulo xiiij", EoMo Compoto?'WW. 

[Ibid., m. 17.] 
§ Die Jouis, xxij® die Julij. 

Oalfn^Zus \ Galfru^o Chaucer, Cle^'ico operacionum Regis infra 
Chauce?\ / Palaciu??z Westmo«as^ery, Turrim London*e, et ad alia 
diuersa castra et mane?ia Regis, per diuersas talh'as 
leuatas isto die, continentes C iiij*^ li., eidem Oalfnc^o liberatas, 
videlicet, per man us Johawnis Hermes thorp* Cli., super operibws 
exi^ra Turrim pred/c^am de nouo faciendt^, et per manus proprias 
iiij** li. super operib?«s predictis, per brewe suu?w currens de priuato 
sigillo, inter mandata de hoc termiwo ... ... Ciiij^* li, j vnde 

Respondebit. Et vespondet inde in compose? suo, vt supra. 

214. 

1389, Oct. 7 — 1390, March 4. — Seven payments to Chaucer, as 
Clerk of the Wm'ks, for expenses at Westminster, the Tower, and 
elsewhei'e, 

[Issue Eoll, Mich., 13 Bic. II., m. 1.] 
§ Die Jouis, septimo die Octobr?s. 

GalfrtV/us \ GalfricZo Chaucer, Clerico operacioniim Do?nmi Regis 
Chaucer. / infra Palaciu??z Westmowa6'^er'y, Tuuim Londonte, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis : In denarm sibi 
yibet^ati% per assignacionem sibi factam isto die, videk'cet, per manus 
Johawms HermestUorp', Cle?'ici, super operac^ombws iux^a Turri??* 
faciendis, per brewe de liberate, inter mandata de te?Taii»o Pasche prox- 
imo preterito ... ... ... Ixvj li. xiij s, iiij d. ; vnde 

Respondebit. Et respondet inde in compc?^o suo ad ScaccaWwm 
Comp(3^or2*?n, Ro^?^lo xiiij**, RoMo Coxnpotorum, 

[Ibid., m. 8.] 
§ Die Martis, xxiij° die I^Touembria. 

Galfr^^^tts '\ GtMrido Chaucer, Clerico operacionum Domini Regis 
Chaucer. J infra Palacium Dommi Regis, Turrim Londonze, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Regis, per duas talhas 
Icuata.*? isto die, continentes 1 IL, eidem Clerico libe?*ata5, per manus 
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p?•opr^as, super ce?*tis operacionibMs Begis ixxxta Turrm faciendis,' P^*' 
hrem suu??i currens, vt supm ... ... ... Hi. 5 vnde 

Eespondebit. Et respondet inde in compoto suo, vt supra. 

{Ibid., m. 10.] 
§ Die Mercur^', primo die Decembm, 

6alfr/6?us \ Galfnc^o ChSiUCery Clerico operacionum Domini 'Regis 
Chaucer. / infra Palaciu??^ Westmonasterij, Tuirim Londom'e, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis, pe?* vnam talkaw 
leuata??e isto die, continentem vijli. ijs., eidem Clerico liberata?^, 
per manus Eicart^i Swyf t, capitalis Carpentar^' Eegis, super officio suo, 
per brette de liberate dict'i Clerici, vt supra ... vij li. ij s. ; vnde 
Eespondebit, Et respondet inde in compo^o suo, vt supra. 

[Ibid., m. 12.] 

§ Die Martis, xiiij^ die Decembm. 

Galfn'c^us \ Galfrz6?0 Chaucer, Clerico operacionu??i Dommi Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palaciuw* Westmo7iastenj\ Tunim Londonie, et 
ad alia diuersa casfcra et- maneria Eegis : In denarm sibi 
liberates, per assignacionem sibi factani isto die, videlicet, per manvs 
Johawms Hermesthorp', super operib«*s p^^edzctis, per brewe suu??^ 
currens de priuato sigillo, inter mandaia, vt supra ... C li, ; vnde 
Eespondebit. Et lespondet inde in Gompoto suo, vt supra. 

[Ibid., m. 15.] 

§ Die Veneris, xxiiij*° die Decembris. 

Galfret^us \ Galfr«(fo Chaucer, Clerico operacionum Domini Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium We&imonasterijy Turrm Londonie, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis, per vnam talliam 
leuataw isto die, continentem Cviij s. viij d., eide?}i liberata??z, per 
manus Thome Segge,^ super officio suo, per brewe de liberate dicti 

[Clerici] 2 vt supra Cviij s. viij d. ; vnde 

Eespondebit, Et vespondet inde in compo^o suo, vt supra. 

[Ibid., m. 26.] 

§ Die Veneris, tercio die Marcij. 

Galfridus \ Galfrido Chaucer, Clerico operacionum Dommi Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium Westmonasterij, Turrm Londome, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis : In denar*Vs sibi 
liberates, per assignacionem sibi factam isto die, super operihvs pre- 
dtci^is, per hreite suum currens de prmato sigillo, inter manda^a de 
termmo Pasche proximo preterito ... liij li. vj s. viij d. ; vnde 
Eespondebit. Et respondet inde in compoto suo, vt supra. 

1 Qu. Segham ; see Nos. 211, 215. ^ Omitted. 



Payment to chaucek as Clerk of Works. He naines 3 Purveyor's. 281 



[Ihid.] 

§ Die Sabba^i, quarto die Marcij. 
Oalfr«6^us \ Galfr^c^o Chaucer, Clerico operacionu??i Dajnini Regis 
Chaucer, / infra Palaciu??^ Westmonasterij\ Tun-i'm London*e, et 
ad alia diuersa castra et maneria Regis : In denarm sibi 
liberates, videhcet, per manns propr^as, super operibz^s pred^c^is, pe?* 

-brewe suuw de liberate, inter mandate*, vt supra 

xiij li. vj s. viij d. ; vnde 
Bespondebit. Et Tespondet inde in compo^o suo, vt supra. 

215. 

1389, Oct. 12. — Appointments of Peter Cook at Eltlmm, Tliomas 
Segham at Berkkampstead, and WiUiam Suthwerk ai tJie Tower, 
as Purveyors to the Works under Chaucerj at his instance.^ 
[Patent Boll, 18 Bio. IL, p. 1, m. 8.] 
De deputatis ^ Rex, Vniuersis et singulis Vicecomitib«*s, Maioribws, 
Clerici opera- Senescallis, Firmariis, Balliuis, Prepositis, Custodibz^s, 
c^bnum as- Ministris, et aliis fidelibws et subditis suis tarn infra 
signa^^'s. J libertates quam extra, ad quos etc, salwtem. Sciatis, 
quod assignauimws Petru77J Cook*,queni dilec^us ser- 
uiens nosier Galfrit^us Chaucer, Glericus operacionttm nostmmm, sub 
se deputauit prouisorem eaxuTidem operacionum, ad Maneriur/^ de 
Eltham, vna cum clausuris parcorMwi, reparaciowe niolendinorw?w, et 
capite stagnori^m dicto Manerio pertinentibz^^, emendandum, et ad 
latomos, carpentarios, et laboratores quoscumqwe, qui pro operactojxib^s 
nostrm pred^c^is necessarij fuerint, vbicumque iuueniri poterunt, infra 
libertates et extra, feodo ecclesie dumtaxat excepto, eligendos et 
capiendos, et in dictis ope»'aciOwibus nostvis ponendo5, ac eciam ad 
petram, maeremium, tegulas, cindulas, et omma alia necessaria pro 
operac^ombus nos^ris p'ediciis, ac cariagiu??* pro eisdem petra, 
maeremio, tegulis, cindulis, et aliis necessariis ad loca pred/c^a, ^o 
denariis nofi^ris soluend^s, capiendo et prouidenda, et omnes illos quos 
in hac parte contraries inuenerit seu rebelles arestandos et capiendo^, 
et eos prisonis nos^ris mancipandos, in eisdem moraturos, quousqwe 
securitatem inuenerint de se?*uiendo nobis in operacionibws no^ifris, 
prout eis iniungetwr ex parte nostra. Et ideo vobis mandamt^s, quod 
eidem Petro tanqwam deputato ipsius Gsdfridi in premissis omnihtis 
et singulis faciend^5 et exequendis intendentes sitis, consulentes, 
respondentes, et auxiliantes, quociens et prout per ipswm Petrum 
super hiis ex parte nostm fueritis premuniti. In cuius etc. ; 
qt^amdiu nobts placuerit duratura^. Tes^e Re^e, apud Weatmo- 
nasterium^ viij. die Octobres. 

Per billam ipsius Galfrirfi. 
Eodem modo assignantur subscripti prouisores Imimviodi operaci- 
onum in locis subscr*^^*s, sub data subscripta, videlicet : 

1 See No. 211. 
LIPE-REOOBDS, IV. 19 
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Thomas Segham, apud Castrum et Manermm de Berkhampstede 

et Childernelangeleye. Teste, vt supra. 
Walterus Suthwerk', apud Turrim 'Siegis Londome. Tes/e, vt 

supm. 

216. 

1389, Nov. 10. — Indenture between Roger Elmliam, late Clerk of the 
Works, and Cliamer, as to the delivery of " dead store to ths 
latter, 

[Exchequer Accounts, etc., Works, No. 2. A file of parchment 
documents, subsidiary to the Accounts of Roger Elmham, Clerk of the Works, 
11-13 Ric. IZ. Among them is the .following Indenture.] 

Hbo iNDBNTtTiEA, fflcta inter Bogerum Elmham, nuper Clericum 
opemctonum Reg*s, ex parte vna, et Galfridum Chauncere, Clericum 
earundem operac*onum, ex parte altera, testatwr, qwod predic^us 
Eogerus, virtute brems Eegis de magno sigillo sibi direct*, liberauit 
predtcto Oalfrldo omwes parcello^ mortal stauri Beg/^ subscripto^, 
videkcet : Infra "Bklacw^ Wesimonasterij, viy pare'a aundyerns, 
quorum pedt^m ij frangunti^i* et deuastantttr, j par scippon^fTi, j 
patella, j rake, j ladel, et j sondour fro officio plumbar2y, j ymago 
ens, ij jm.Q,gines lapidee non depicts, vij ymagtVie^ facte ad s^militu- 
dinem Regwm, xv claui vocat^ clergyngnaiir pro officio vitriar^', ij 
molendina manuaKa, quomm deficiTi[n]t ij paria wynches*, j lathe pro 
oEicio carpentar*/, j parua campana voca^a Wyron*, j grossum fern' 
cum toto apparaW, j crowe ferr^', j instTumentum voaatum ramme, 
cuius stipes ^ frangitwr et deuastatwr,* j g£ossm mxHtcs in superiort 
parte, et les stayinghokes franguntur et deuastantwr, j trab« ferri 
staunati cum statera lignea, dmersa pondera plumbs continenci'a 
CCxlj libras,^ gro^^a fanes nup^r facta pro magna Aula, ij spyndles 
ferrf pro eisdem, j olla plumbs pro gluting, v casus ferret pro 
fenestr^'a vitrm, certe parcelle j** carre facte pj'O Rege Edwardo, 
videlicet, ij paria rotart*??* ferro ligatarwm, iiij pecie pro celur' 
camere, viij pecie ordinate pro costis dicte camere, iiij pecie pro 
costts Aule, j som' cum ax', ij staybarres ferri stannatt, xij pecii'6 
meremij pro carra predtc^a, j countre coopertMw* de nouo cum viridi 
panno pro domo compo^i, j stopp', j botelF pro incausto, j pixis pro 
puluere, j picois', ij scale, j cable, xij hirdles pro scaffoldes, j par de 
lyst* dupl* continent' [sic] in circuitt^ xxxij pertica^as, j quartron', viij 
libre stanm pro soudur*, xxj panelU vitr' in ceL^ibus ierreis firmat' pro 
fenestre^ camere 'Regis, CCxv petre de Stapulton' continentea xliij 
doliat*, j par potentegamett' pro quodam ostio, j par gro^^' potenter 
garnett' cum iiij boltes ferrets, ij coler' ferri nuper facta pv quoda??i 
ponte vertibile, iij vertiuelk* ferret pro ostiis, iiij hopes ferri pro 
rotts carri, ix [a]nuH ferre* pro barrur* predict' lyst', j YQtm trahs pro 
ponder^, j vetm ferrament^m, ij tabule pro officio vitriar^', qnaxum 

^ These words are interlined, but seem to be unnecessary. 
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vna est parua, ij slyngee pro le crane, ij tribula femta, quarum j 
debih'5, ij crowdeweyns, xij petre de Eeygate pro ij fenestres. Itbm, 
INFBA TuRBiM LoNDONiJ? : V machine et j tnbugettww*, alias Yocatum 
j paraa machina, quarum j ax', j cauill«*w ferre \ocatum why[n]che- 
jpyn, ix byndyngcordes, et iij rote omnino deuastantwr, j par 
aundyems, j fern', cuius virga perusitatwr, j ramme c\im toto 
apparat^f, excepia j drawyng cord', que frangitwr et deuastatt^r, j 
campana Yocata Wyron', j fryingpanne, ij crowes ferrt, ij gross^ 
vertiuelh* ferret, j gross* barrur' ferr*, j patella, j rake, j ladel pro 
ofl&c^o plumbany, C petre rotunde Yocate engynstones, j petra mar- 
morea, j lathe pro officzo carpentar^*, j ferrament««m Yocatum grate, j 
vetus ferramentwrn defractwm, j mounceir et dimidmw plastr*, j 
bekett* [bokett*], j tvihulum non ferratwm, v scaffaldhirdles, ij scale. 
It£M, infra UANERixm DE Shbnb : V paria aundyems, v furce 
ferr^ pro camera "Regis, j par scipporwrn debilmm, j crowdewayn 
debile, ij trendies eris, j cord* pro le crane, j picois*, ij tn'bula ferrata, 
j vanga ferrata pro operibtts gardini, j tina, j cribrt^m, iij tabwle 
mensales, cum iij ipanhus trzsteir, iij formule, j hoive. Itj^, infba 
^ASERiVM. DB Eltham : j howe, j vanga pro operibt^ gardim, \j wag' 
plumbt, j plumbt^ operate^m pro fomac', j fern', j brock' cum toto ap- 
parato, xij scaffaldlogges, j crowe ferr%, j picois', j tribulum ferrat^^m, 
iiij scaifaldhirdles, j bokett', j bolle pro mortarzo intt*s portando, j 
cable defract^m, j bosse, j tina debilis, j skom', j ladel, et j soudowr 
pro officio plumbar^/, j dragg' ferrewwi pro mundaciOTie stagiii, j 
crowdewayn, j cord' pro ponte ve?'tibili, j pipa vact^a pro aqua intus 
carianda. Itjsm , infra yLANEBivM de Kbnynoton' : iij par»a 
aundyems, ij scale, j tn'bulum f erratum, ^ tn'bula non fenata. Item, 
INFBA yLATSiERWMDE Childebnblangeley : x pocte meremtj fabricat/, ij 
logge/? scapzflate, j resne, liiij raf tres, Ixx pec^'e meremij non scap^^late, 
xxviij 68la*ichbord', dimid' mouncell' plastr', xx*^ gross* clau^ cum 
ceL^itHms stannatis, iij crowdewayns, iij cribra, quon^m ij debika, iij 
holies, iij trayes pro plastr' int«s portando, j mattok, j picois', iij 
tn'bwla et j vanga ferrata, iiij grom' vertiuelk* cum iiij stonhokes pro 
eisdew, j cable nouww. It^m, infra MANiSjeiciM de Byfletb : j 
imtmmentttm yocatum bill', et j cord' pro operibws ib*c?em. In cuiw^ 
rei testimonium ^esenUbus indentwais partes predicts sigilla sua 
alternatim apposuer2«72^. Datum apud Westmowo^^enum, decimo die 
Nouembris, anno regni "Regis Ricarc^i ^cmdi post Conquestum xiij*^. 

[A fragment of a seal remains, probably Chaucer's, the counterpart of this 
Indenture bein^ on the file of kU subsidiary documents, No. This 
inyentory is recited in Kos. 210 and 2^. Elmham's file also contains a similar 
indenture between Arnold Brocas and himself on his entering into the office of 
Clerk of the Works, dated 27 June, 12 Ric. IL, 1388.] 

217. 

1390, March 12. — Commission to Sir Richard Stun/ and others, 
including Chaucer, to survey tJie wdUsy ditehes, smers h^idges, 
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etc., on the coast of the Thames, between Greemvich and Woolwich^ 
to inquire by whose default they have been suffered to decay ^ 
whereby great damage has been occasioned^ and to compel the 
owners of lands, tenements, and common of pasture and fishery 
to repair the same walls, etc, according to the law of the Marsh. 
[Originalia Roll, 13 Ric. H., m. 30.] 
De v^alliis et tosssAds, 

Kancta, — Eeaj, dilectzs et &delibus suis 'Ricardo Stury, Chiualer,^ 
Johanni Wadham, WillaZmo Skrene, Galfn'c^o Chaucer, Keniico 
Vanner, et Johanm Culpepir, salutem. Cum wallie, fossata, guttere, 
sewere, pontes, caleeta, gurgites, et trenchee super costeram aque 
Tbanlis^0, inter villas de Wolwyche et Grenwyclie, et ibidem, in 
Comitatu Kanc^e, per impetum aque predicts ac refluxus et inundac*- 
(mes eiusdem aque, in diuarsis locis inter dic^as villas, et ibidem, adeo 
diruta sint et confracta, [quod qwamplurima dampna inestiinabilia, pro 
defec^u eorwradem walliaiT^m, fossator^m, gutteramm, sewerarwm, 
ponciu??^, calcetomm, et gurgitum, ac obstrucc^'oms trencheamn 
illamm, retroactis temporib^^ euenerunt ibidem, maioraqwe processu 
temporis euenire timent^^r vel formidantwr, nisi super hoc celerius 
adhibeatMr remediu??i oportunu??* : Nos, pro eo qwod rac^one dignitatis 
no^re regie ad prouidendwm saluacioni regni nos^ri circumquaqt^e 
Bumus astricti, volentes in hac parte congruum et festinu77i remedium 
adhiberi, assignauimttd] vos, quinqt^ quatuor, tres, et duos yeetium, 
qviomm aliquem Yestmm vos, prefati JohawTies Wadham et WilleZme, 
vnuw esse volum2«5, ad superuidend«*wi [wallias, fossata, gutteras, 
seweras, pontes, caleeta, gurgites, et trencheas pred^c^a, et ad 
inquirendw?n per sacra??^e?^^^*m tarn Militu?7i quam aliorum proborwm 
et l^galium hominum de Comitatu predict, tarn infra libertates 
quam extra, per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, per quor2*m 
vel cuius defectum hmusmodi dampna contigerunt ibidem, et 
qui terras et ienementa tenent,'»aut ctrnmunsm pasture seu piscarie, 
in partibus illis, vel eciam defensionem, commodum, et saluac20?%em 
hafeent, vel qualitercumqwe per wallias, fossata, gutteras, seweras, 
pontes, caleeta, et gurgites ipredicta. ha&ere poterunt, seu eciam 
dampnum per trencheas pred^c^as sustinent vel sustinere poterunt, 
et ad omnes illos pro quantitate te^Tarwm et tenementorum suor^^m, 
sine per numerum acrarwrn, sine pe?" carucatas, pro rata porc4o??as 
tenure sue, seu p'o quantitate commune pasture vel piscarie 
sue ibidem, distringendos per amerciamenta, et alio modo quibws 
melius videritis faciendts puniendo^, vna cum balliuis liberta- 
tum et aliorwm (sic) de partibiis illis, ad hmmiodi wallias, fossata, 
gutteras, seweras, pontes, caleeta, et gurgites in locis necessariis 
reparanda, et quociens et vbi necesse fuerit de nouo facienda, ac 
trencheas predtc^as in locis necessariis de nouo obstruenda ; Ita qwod 

^ Sir Richard Stury is mentioned along with Chaucer by Froissart, under 
date of 1377; No, 102. 
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aliqtiib««5 tenentibtw terras seu tenemenia huiusmodij vel commumm 
pasture vel piscarie ha&eiitib«*s, diuiti vel panperi, aut alteri cuius- 
cumqwe condiciowis tnerit, status, aut dignitatis, qui commodwii et 
saluaciOTiem habent vel habere potemut qualitercumq^^e per p?'edzc^a 
wallias, fossata, gutteras, seweras, pontes, calceta, et gurgites, seu 
eciam dampnum per trencheas pred^'c^as ha&ent vel habere poterunt, 
siue fuerint infra liberates vel extra,] ^ non parcatw in hac parte ; ac 
ad p?'emis8a omnia et singula audienda e^ terminanda secwwdwm legem 
marisci et regni nostn Anglie. Et ideo xobis. mandamt«s, qtioi ad 
certos etc, [dies et loca] quos e^c. ad hoc prouideritis pred^c^a wallias, 
fossata, gutteras, seweras, pontes, calceta, et gurgites superuideatis, et 
pr^missa omma et singula iaciatis et expleatis in forma p?'edzcfa, et 
oni«m que per vos ordinari et fieri contigerit in. hac parte tarn infra 
libertates quava ext?'a fsiciatis firmiter obseruari ; fac^uri e^c. ; 
saluis etaJ^ Mandauiratis emmYiceeo^niti nostio Comitatus pred^'c^i, 
quod ad certos etc quos e^c. ei scire taciatis, coram vob^s etc, tot e^c. 
de balliua sua, pe?' quos e^c, et inquiri. In cuius etc. Teste Ke^e, 
apud Westmomsterium, xij. die Marcij. 

[There are sirailar comralssions for Lincolnshire and Middlesex, to other 
persons. Wadham and Skrene were also in the Middlesex commission.] 

218. 

1390, April 19. — Mcmdate to the Exclieguer to allow to Chaucer^ in 
his account f the wages of Hugh Swayii^ Purveyor foi* the King's 
Wor]cs» 

[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll^ Hilary, 14 Ric. 11. , Brevia^ roll 21,] 
Pwr Geffray ^ Richard, par la grace de Dieu, Roy, e^c. As Tresorer 
Chaucer. / et Earons de no^re Eschequer, saluz. I^ous volons 
et Yous mandons qen laeonte quel nostve b^'en ame 
Oe&ay Chancer, Glerc de no2 oeuereignes, est arendre deuant vous 
a cause de son dit office, lui facez allouer, p«r son serement, et par 
tesmoignance du ContrerouUour de noz ditz ouereignes, les gages de 
deux soldz la symaigne^ paiez par le dit Geffray a Hugh' Swayn, 
purueiour des choses necessaires et appwrtenantz a noz oue^'eignes 
auantd^c^es, et auxi les gages ou regardz paiez pay le dit Geffray 
meins que les gagez auantditz a autres purueiours pour les ditz 
oeuereignes a diuerses temps, quant ils estoient occupiez entour 
purueiances faire pour mesmes les oeuereignes, du iour que le dit 
Geffray estoit primerement chargeez de son dit office, et ensi 
tantcome il serra en ycel, par manere qlls ont estez paiez auant ces 
heures. Done souz nos^re priue seal, a Westmoits^er, le xix. iour 
dauerill*, Ian de no^^^re regne treszisme. 

^ The portions in brackets are supplied from a similar Commission to other 
persons in the County of Lincoln, to which reference is made in the Kentish 
Commission. » 261, lines 5—8. 
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219. 

1390, June 4 — July 19. — Six payments to Cliaucer^ a.^ Cleric of the 
Works, for e^enses on St George^ s Chapel in Windsor Castle, 
at the Tower ^ and elsewhere. Several agents of his are named, 
[Issue Boll, Easter, 13 Ric. II., m. 8.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, quarto die Junij. 
Qalfr^62us \ Q^Urido Chaucer, Clenco operacionum Domim Eegis 
CbAUCer, j infra Palacium Westmonasiertjj Tumm London2e, et ad 
. alia diuersa castra et maneria Begis: In denama sibi 
liberati^, vHelicet, per manns Eoberti Gramelston', pro petta ab eo 
empta super reparacione Capelle Eegis infra Gastrum de Wyndesore, 
per brewe de przuato sigillo, vt supra ... ... xli. ; vnde 

Respondebit, Et respondet inde in compo^o suo ad Scaccanum 
Compotomm, Hotulo xiiij'*, Eo^wlo Com^^otorum.^ 

[Ibid.y m. 10.] 

§ Die Mercury, xv° die Junij. 

QdlSridxkA \ Otolttido Chancer, Clerico op^*acionum Domini Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium 'Westmonaste7'ij\ Turrtm Londome, et ad 

alia diuersa castra et inaneria Eegis, per vnam talham 
leuatam isto die continentem Cli., eidem Clmco liberatam, videlicet, 
per nianus Johannis Hermes thorp', super operibws iux^a Turrm 
faciendis, pe?' brewe suum de liberate, inter mandafa, vt supra ... 

C li. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. Et xespondet inde in compo^o suo, vt supra. 

[Ibid,, m. 11.] 
§ Die Veneris, xvij* die Junij. 

Galfr^^?us \ Galbido Chance?*, Clerico operacionum Domini Eegis 
Chance?'. J infra Palacium WestmonasteriJ, Turr^'m Londome, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et inaneria Eegis : In denar&Ys sibi 
liberatt^y per manns proprtos, ad duas vices, iiij li. xiij s. iiij d, super 
operilMW pred^ci^is, per bret^de liberate dtc^i Cle7ici, vt supra 

iiij li. xiij s. iiij d. ; vnde 
Eespondebit. Et xespondet inde in compo^o suo, vt supra. 

[iWc«.] 

§ Die Sabba#i, xxv*** die Junij. 

Oalfrt£?U8 \ Oal&i^o Chancer, Clerico operacionum Dommi Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palaciu??i WestmoTias^e?-^}', Turrzm Londome, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis : In denarm sibi 
liberat/^, per assignacionem &ihi factam isto die, super operibw* pre- 
d^c^is, per brewe de liberate d«c^i Clerici, vt sup*a ... xxli. ; vnde 
Eespondebit. Et respondet inde in compo^o suo, vt sup?'a. 

1 See No. 237. 
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(/Wd, m. 14.] 
§ Me Sabbofi, ix« die Julij. 

Oalfr/rfus \ Gal&^'c^o Chaucejr, Clmco operaeionum Domini Eegis 
Chaucer. J infra Palacium Westmowos^er^', Tumm Londonie, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eeigis.- In denams s*M 
liberaU'^, per manm •pro^riasy ad duas vicea, super cariagio petramwt 
pro operibws magna Capelle Eegis, infra Castrum de Wyndesore 
situate, per brewe de liberate dic^i Clerici, vt supra ... xx li. ; vnd© 
Eespondebit. Et lespondet inde in compo^© suo, vt supra. 

[IHd,^ m. 16.] 
§ Die Martis, xix** die Jnlij. 
Galfric^us \ QHLtsido Chaucer, Clerieo operacionuw^ Domim Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium Westmcma^^ere;, Tmnm Loiidonie, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Regis : In denarm sibi 
liberates, per assignacionem sibi fac^am isto die, videH^^et, per manus 
Johanms Lakynghith', Monachi, xx 11., super o^ihtis Capelle ^amti 
Geoigij infra Castrum de Wyndesore, et per manus Eicare^i Swyft, 
Carpentarij, per predzc^am assignae«o»ew, xj li. ij s.^ necnon in 
moneta, per manus Johaw^is Wylton', Clenci, x li., super operibws 
p?'ed^c^is, per brewe generale de pnuato sigiUo, termino Michae/is 

proximo preterite xlj li. ij s. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. £t lespondet inde in compo^o auo, vt aup^'a. 

220. 

1390, July 1. — Mandate to the Excheqtt^ to allotv Chaucer his co^s 
for the scaffolds made for the King and Queen at tlie jousts in 
Bmithfieldy in May last,^ 
[Exchequer Q. R, Memoranda Roll, Hilary, 14 Ric. XL, Brevia,xo\\ 19 d.] 
Pwr Geffrey ) Eichard, par la grace de Dieu, Eoy e^c, As Tresorer 
Cliaucer. / [et] Barons de nos^re Escheqer, saluz. !N^ous vous 
mandons qe en laconte quele no^te ame Esquier 
Oefirey Cliaucer, Clerc de noz ouereignes, est a rendre deuant vous 
a cause de son office, lui facez allouer, par mun serement, les 
coustages faitz entour les Eskaffaldes in Smythfeld', qeux 11 fist faire 
pur nous et pur nostcQ treschere eompaigne la Eeigne, a cause des 
ioustes en Smythfeld', en moys de Maij darein passe. Done sous 
no^^re priue seal, a Westmott^er^ le primer iour de Juyl, Ian de no^/re 
regne quatorzisme. 

221. 

1390, July 12. — Appointment of Chaucer to repair St. George's 
Chapdf Windsor, and to taJce masons, carpenters, and other 
workmen wherever found, except in Church lands, for that 

^ Another writ on this subject was dated 4th Oct. ; see p 305, and No. 
242 (6). 
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2mrpose^for the term of three years; and of William Hannay^ 
Controller of the Works ai Wedmimter, to count&r-roU Chattcer's 
expenses. 

[Patent Roll, 14 Ric IT., p. 1, m, S3. Godwin, App. xxii] 
Capella ^ Ee^c, dilec^ Armigero nostio Galfri^^o Chaucer, 
Castri ^egis Clerico operacionuwi nos^rarwm, salMtem. Scias, 
de Wyndesore ' qi^od assignauunijis te ad Capellam nostmm CoUegia- 
emendanda.^ J lem ^amti Georgij infra Castrum nostrum de 
Wyndesore, que minatwr mine et in punctu ad 
temm cadendi existit, nisi cicius facfa et emendata f uerit, sufficienter 
fieri faciendam, et ad latomos, carpentarios, et alios operarios et 
laboratores pro o^erwdomhm eiusdem Capelle necessarios, vbicumqTAe 
infra liberates vel extm, feodo ecclesie excepto, inueniri poterant, per 
te et deputatos tuos eligendos et capiendo^, et eos super operac*'o?zibw5 
p?•ed^c^is ponendos, ibidem ad vadia nostm qwamdiu indiguerit 
moraturo^ ; et ad petras, maeremium, vitxum, plumbum, et omwia alia 
pro operac*owib2*s predictis necessaria, aceciam cariagiim pro premissis 
ad Castrum nos^m pr6d?c^m, ad locum vbi dtc^a Capella sic fac^a 
fuerit, ducendi^, capiendo, p>'0 denariis no^^ris raczonabiliter 
soluendis, tarn pro premissis qwam pro cariagio predterfo, per super- 
uisum et testimonium Contrarotulatoris operacionum noe^ran^m 
Palacij no^M Wei&imonasterij ] et ad om?ies illos, quos in hac parte 
contrarios inuenms seu rebelles, capiendos, et prisonis nos^ris 
mancipandos, in eisdem moraturos quousqwe de eis aliter duxerimtis 
ordinandwm. Et ideo tibi precipimMs, qi^od circa p?'emissa diligenter 
intendas et exequaris in forma pred*c^a. Damus autem vniuersis 
et singulis Vicecomitibw*?, Maioribws, Balliuis, Ministris, et aliis 
fidelibws et subditis nos^ris, tarn infra libe^'bates qwam extra, tenore 
presencium in mandatis, qi^od tibi et deputatis tuis pred^cfis in- 
tendentes sint, consulentes, et auxiliantes, prout decet In cuiz^^ eto, , 
per trienniuw duraturaa. Tes^e Re^e, apud Westmowasifentt?/^, xij. 
die Julij. 

Pe7* billam de priuato sigillo. 

Eeaj, dilecto clerico no^^ro WilleZmo Hanney, Contrarotulatori 
operacionu??i Palacij nostvi Westmonasterij, salwtem. Sciatis, qwod, 
cum per litems nostrsLS patentes assignauerimws dilec^iim Armigerum 
nostrum Galfr?c?um Chaucer, Clericum operacionum nostmrum, ad 
Capellam nosi^ram Collegialem etc, vt supra, vsqwe ibi, superuisum, 
et tunc sic, et testimonium ves^ra, p?'out in l?Yeris nos^ris patentib2is 
inde confec^is -plenms continetttr : STos, de fidelitate et circumspecc^'owe 
\estris plenit^^ conRdentes, assignauimt^ vos ad quo@cumq^ denarios 
per prefatum Galfrtc^Jum super reparac*o«e et emendac^o^^e Capelle 
predt'c^e apponendos, ac pro cariagio et aliis premissis soluendos, 
contrarotulandos, et super compoto suo ad Bcaccarium nostrum 

* Extract*" is also written in the margin, showing that this patent, like 
Ho. 209, may also be found on the Originalia Rolls ; see pp. 301, 309. 
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testificandos; Et ideo Yohis mandamtea, quod circa premissa diligenter 
intendatis, ei ea iaxiiaiis et exequamini in forma predtc^a. In cuiz^ 
e^c, per triennium duraturos, Teete^ vt supro.^ 

Ter biUam, etc. 

222. 

1390, Oct. 18. — Mandate to the Exchequer to allow to Chaucer^ in Ms 
account, th e arrears due to Henry de Yeveley on his grant of 12c?. 
a day from 7th March, 1378, during the Kin^s Works.^* 
[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, Hilary, 14 Ric. XL, Brevia, roll 22.] 
Pro 6alfr^£?o \ Eex, Thesaurario et Baronibt^s snis de Scaccario, 
Chauncer. jsalutem. Cum Dominus ^dtvardus, nuper Eex 
Angh'e, auus nosier, per UYeras suas patentes, quas 
septimo die Marcij, anno regni jiostTi primo, confirmanimus, con- 
cesserit dilec^o sibi Hemico de Yeuele,^ qwodipseha&erete^perciperet 
duodecim denarios per diem ad totam vitam snam, videlicet, 
durantibiis operacionibt** in Palacio dic^i aiii nostri Westmonasterij 
et in Turri Londonze, vel in alte?'o locorzm pr^d^'c^orttm, per nsanus 
Clerici operacionum predic^aK^m qui pro tempore foret, prout in 
kYeris et confirmac^oize predicts plenius continet?/r ; ac per brewe 
nodvum preceperimus Galfn'c^o Chancer, Clerico ope?*acionu??i 
'predicts.Tum^ qiwd eidem Henr^co id quod ei aretro foret de pred^c^is 
duodecim denar?^'s diurnis a pred^'c^o septimo die Marcij solu-^ret, 
iuxta tenorem hYerarwm et confirmacionis predtc^arti??i : Yohis 
mandamus, qwod, viso mandato nostro ^redicto, id quod Yobis 
constare poterit p?*efatum QtBlbidum eidem Henreco pretextu man- 
dati nostxi pred^cti in hac parte roctonabiliter soluisse, eidem 
Ordlbido in compoto sue ad ScaeoaHum ]predictum debite allocetis, 
recipientes a prefato Oalfr?^o hYeras acqnietancie ipsius Henric* 
sufficienfces in hac parte, ac mandatum supradtc^a {sic) ; aliquo 
mandato noi?^ro vob^s prius in cont^-ariuw directo non obstante. 
Tes^e me ipso, apud Westmonas^er*t4?», xviij. die Octobns, anno regni 
iLostri quartodecimo. 

223. 

1390, Oct. 28 — 1391, March 20. — Seven payments to Cliaue&r as 
Glerh of the Works. The Wool Quay is repaired and houses are 
built near the Tower far the weighing of Wools, Several agents 
of his are named, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 14 Ric. II., m. 2.] 
§ Die Jouis, xxviij* die Octobris. 
Oalfr^c^us \ QBifrido Chaucer, Clerico operacionum Domini Eegis 
Chancer. / infra Palaciu?» Westmonasterijy Turrim London^e, et 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Regis : In denar^Vs sibi 

* Hannay's accounts as Controller daring Chaucer's Clerkship of the Works 
arc wanting. ^ The King's Chief Mason ; see No. 242 
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libera^^, per assignaciowem sibi fac^am isto die, videlicefc, per manus 
Gautronis de Barde, super o^erHhiis predzc^is, per brei^e suum de 
liberate, inter mandate, vt sup?'a [de hoc termiwo] ... xxv li ; vnde 
Bespondebit. Et respondet inde in compo^o suo ad Scaccarmm 
Compotomnij Boi^ulo xiiij^, "Rotulo Com^otorum,^ 

[Ibid,, m. 8.] 
§ Die Marfcis, sexto die Decembm. 

G2iMridns \ Q^ilfrido Chaucer, Clerico operacionum Domini Regis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium We&tmonasterij, Tumm Londome, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Regis : In denams sibi 
liberatts, per manus Eoberti Gamulston\ super officio suo, per brewe 
suum currens, vt supra ... ... vj li. xiij s. iiij d. ; vnde 

Bespondebit £t xespondet inde in compo^o suo, vt supra. 

§ Die Mercun/, septimo die Decembrt^. 

Galfr^'c^us \ Galfreio Chaucer, Clerico operaczonuw Dommi Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium We&tmonasterij, Taxrim London«e, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis, per duas taXLias 
leuato^ isto die, continentes xxvli. iij s. ixd., eidem Clerico liberator, 
videU'cet, per manus Henr^c^' Yeueley vj li. xvij s. j d., et per manud 
Eobe?'ti Gamulston' xviij li. vj s. viij d., super officio suo, per brewe de 
liberate d^c^i Clerici, vt supra ... xxv li. iij s. ixd. ; vnde 

Bespondebit. Et r0spondet inde in compose? suo, vt swpra. 

[IHd., m. 21.] 
§ Die Jouis, xxiij* die Febrwar^*. 

Oalfn^^us \ Oalfref^o Chauce?*, Cle?*ico operacionuwi Domini Regis 
Chaucer. / infra Turrim Londome et ad alia diuersa castra et 
mane?'ia Regis : In denanis per ips%m receptts de pre- 
dic^o Jobanne Hermesthorp* de medietate xv® et x® et Bvihsidij predic- 
ts ?*Mm,2 supe?' operilw^s cuiusdam Wharf de nouo reparati iuxta 
Turrim London^e, p?*o lanis ibidem ponderandis, per bret^e de liberate 

dic^i Clerici, vt supra ... Cxlli. ;vnde 

Bespondebit Et respondet inde in compofo suo, vt mpra, 

Eidem GalfrtcZo, Clerico: In denartVs per ipswm receptts de 
pred^c^o Johawn© Hermesthorp', videU'cet, per manus Johtt^znis 
Brokeman ad duas vices xxx li., per manus cuiusdam cementar^' xx li, 
et per manus Johmnis Crouch' xlL, super reparac^one iomoi'um de 
nouo p?'(?pe eandem edificatar«^??i pro ponderacione lanar^*9?^, per 
brewe de priuato sigillo, inter mandata de hoc termino ... Ix li. ; vnde 
Bespondebit. Et vespondet inde in compo^o suo, vt &upm. 

1 See No. 237. 

2 This refers to many other payments by John de Hermesthorp out of the 
Fifteenth and Tenth and the Subsidy granted in the Parliament at Cambridge, 
l2Ric. XL 
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[Ibid,, m. 23.] 
§ Die Lune, xx'' die Marcij. 
QzHftidXiS \ GtK]Srido Chaucere, Clerico operacionum Domini Kegis 
Chaucer. / infra Falacium Westmonasterij^ Tumm Londome, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Begis: In denams sibi 
liberatt^, per manus proprias, super officio suo, per hrem suum de 

liberate, vt mprsk \j li. xiij s. iiij d. j vnde 

Bespondebit. Et lespondet inde in compo^o suo vt sujpra,. 

[Ibid,, m, 24 ; same day.] 
Oalfrte^us ) Oalfr«^o Chaucer, Clerico operaceonuw Domini Eegis 
Chaucer. / infra Palacium Weatmonaderij, Turr*m London^0, et 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Eegis : In denariia per ipswm 
^ecept^s de Johanne Hermesthorp', videkcefc, per maxim 'Ricardi Gille, 
super operibws domor«^m de nouo reparandarw?w pro ponderacione 
lanamm iuxta Tnmm pred^c^am xxxvij li. xiij s. iiij d. ; vnde 

Bespondebit. Et xespondet inde in compo^a suo, vt supre^ 

224. 

1390-1400.— Ca^ttcer is Sub-Forester of the Fewest of North 
Petherton^ wnder the Earl of March. 

[Collinson's Somerset, III. 62 ; from Park Rolls." L^ft-Eeefifrds^ III., 

117-123.] ^ 

A list of Sub-Foresters of the Forest of North Petherton, with 
the names of the Chief Foresters by whom they were appointed. 
The first five entries in this list are : — 

10 Ric. II. Eichard Brittle ... 1 , ^ ^««^;^+«.^«4. 
U „ Eichard Brittle and Kf mK 

Gefferey Chaucer, esqrs. J ^""^^ 
212 Gefferey Chaucer ... by Alianor Countess of 

March.^ 

4 Hen. V. Thomas Chaucer ... by Edward Earl of March. 
8 Hen. VL William Wrothe and 

Thomas Attemore 

^ These foresters of the &mily of Mortimer, as also the Dukes of 
York, appointed substitutionary foresters, to whom (as it appears by 
the Park EoUs ^) their whole power was delegated, as &r as relates 
to this part of North Petherton." 

^ See also Mr. Selby*s letter in the Athmxum, Nov. 20, 1886, p. 672. 

^ Mr. Selby considered this must be an error for 22, on the ground that a 
new appointment would not be required till the EarVs death ; and that another 
appointment should have been made on Geoffrey's death, 

^ In 1 Hen. IV. she is described as the wife of Sir Edward Gharleton, who in 
2 Hen. IV. is called Lord of Powys.— Ministers* Accounts, 972/28. 

^ These rolls have not been discovered. CoUinson gives fiirther particulars 
from them. There are very few Flacita Forestss, Court Bolls, and Ministers' 
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225. 

1391, Jan. 6. — Writ discharging Chaucer, Cleric of the King* 8 Worlcs^ 
from the repayment of the £20 of which he had been robbed near 
to the ''fowle Oh'' on 3rd Sept 1390. 

[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, Hilary, 14 Ric. II., Brevia, roll 20, 
Life-Recordsy I. 12.] ^ 

Vur Geffray \ Eichard, par la grace de Dieu Roye e^c, As Tresorer 
Chaucer. J et Barons de nos^re Escheqer, saluz, Suppliez nous ad 
nos^re ame Glerc Oeffiray Chaucer, Gleic de noz 
ouereigaes, qicome ^ le tierce iour de Septembre darein passez le dit 
Geffrey estoit robbez felonousement pres de le fowle Ok de vyngt 
liures de no^^re tresor, et de son chival et autres moebles, par aucuns 
notables larons, come plein[em]ent est confessez par bouche dun des 
ditz larons, en presence de nos^re Coroner et autres noz officiers a 
Wesmouster, en nos^re Gaole illoeqes, a ce qest dit, nous plese lui 
pardoner les dites vyngt liures, et lui descharger en son aconte a 
nos^re Escheqer de les vyngt liures susdites ; la quele supplicacion 
nous auons de nostra grace especial grantez ^ ottroiez. Et pur 
ce vous mandons, que le dit Geffrey facez deschaiger en son aeonte a 
no^^re dit Escheqer de les vyngt liures susdites, et ent estre quites 
enuers nous par la cause auantdite. Done souz no^^re priue seale, a 
nos^re Manoir de Eltham, le vj. iour de Januere, Ian de noa^ regne 
quatorzisme. 

226- 

[1391, c. Jan. 20.] — Bill for a Commission to John EhiJiursf, as 
Deputy and Purveyor to Chaucer^ Clerk of the Works, to take 
materials and loorkmen for the Palace of Westminster and the 
Tower of London. 

[Warrants, Chancery, series I., file 1660.] 

Soit faite co?3imission' a Job an Elmburst, come depute et 
Purueyour de Geffrey Chauucer, Clerli' de les oeuereignes, pwr 
prendre pier, merisme, plumbe, tyles, sbengule, et cariage pwr ycelles, 

Accounts at the Public Record Office relating to North Petherton, and none of 
these mention Chaucer. In a printed paper Mr. Winslow Jones noted that on 
26 August, 1420, Thomas Chaucer presented William Style to the perpetual 
chantry in the manor of Newton Plecy, which manor is in the parish of North 
Petherton, and is also called Newton Forester and Newton Wroth. Thomas 
Chaucer was patron for that **turn." The presentation is recorded in Bishop 
Bubwith's Register at Wells, f. 175. 

^ This and many other documents were printed by Mr. Selby in the life' 
Hecords, under the title of "The Robberies of Chaucer," with an Introduction. 
The locality of the Foul Oak is not stated. Mr. Selby did not express any 
opinion as to the identity of this robbery with either of the robberies 
mentioned in Nos. 231 seq. The date jud sum here specified do not agree with 
the confession of Richard Brerelay. 

^ Sic, for '* que come." 
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ensemblement one toutz maneres ouerowrs et laboriers busoignables 
pwr les ouereignes nostve Siettr le Eoy deinz la Paleys de Westm' et 
la Tour de Londres. 

(L.S.) 

[The seal was a rather large one» but only a few fragments of wax remain.] 

22/. 

1391, Jan. 22. — Appointment of John Elmhurst as Purveijor of the 
Works at Westminster and the Tower, under Chancer ; with 
power to imprison all who refuse to serve the King in his Works* 
[Patent Boll, 14 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 34. i] 
De deputato 1 KeajjVniuersis et singulis Vicecomitibz^s, Maioribws, 
Clerici operaeio- V Senescallis, Firmariis, Balliuis, Prepositis, Custodi- 
num constituto* J hus^ Ministris, et aliis Melibt^ et subditis suis, 
tarn infra libertates qmm extm, ad quos eic, 
salwtem. Sciatis, quoA. assignauimti^ Jobanwem Elmburst', quern 
dikc^us seruiens nosier Galfric?us Chaucer, Clericus operacionum 
uostvdimm sub se deputauit, prouisorem eam7^dem operacionum, ad 
Palacium nostmrn Westmonasterij et Turrim nos^ram Londome 
emendanda ; et ad latomos, carpentarios, et laboratores quoscumqwe, 
qui pro oj^eraxiionibus nostris predictia necessarij fuerint, vbicurnqt^e 
inueniri poterunt infra libertates et extm, feodo ecclesie dumtaxat 
excepto, eligendo^ et capiendos, et in dictia operaa'ombus nosi^ris 
ponendos I ac eciam ad petram, maeremium, tegulas, cindulas, et 
omwia alia necessaria pro opersLcionibm nostris predz'c^is, ac cariagium 
pro eisdem petra, maeremio, tegulis, cindulis, et aliis necessariis ad 
loca predtc^a, pro denariis nostris soluend^s, capienda et prouidenda ; 
et omnes illos, quos in hac parte contraries inuenerit sen rebelles, 
arestandos et capiendos, et eos prisonis nosMs mancipandos, in eisdem 
moraturo« quousqiis securitatem inuenerint de seruiendo nohis in 
operac'iombttij nostris, prout eis iniungetwr ex parte nostra. Et ideo 
Yob^'a mandamt£d, quod eidem Johanni tanqt^am deputato ipsius 
QalSridi in premissis omnibus et singulis faciend^s et exequend^'jj 
intendentes sitis, consulentes, respondentes, et auxiliantes, quociens 
et prout per ipsum Johaw«em super hiis ex parte nostra fueritis 
premunitL In cuizts etc, quamdiu nobis placwerit duraturas. Teste 
"Rege, apud W^tmonasterium, xxij. die Januarz}*. 

Per billam ipsius Galf^^^?i.2 

228. 

1391, Feb. 7. — Mandate to the Exchequer to allow to Chancer , in his 
account, the wages of Richard Swift, Master Carpenter and 
** LHspositor " of the King* a Wcyrks. 
* Not 24 as in Prof. Skeat's Life, 

^ There is a similar patent appointing John Elmhurst as deputy to Chaucer's 
successor, John Gedeneye, and dated 16th Sept. 1391, on Patent Roll, 15 
Hie. IL, p. 1, m. 24 (not 27, as in Prof. Skeat's Life), 
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[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, Hilary, 14 Ric II., Brevia, roll 24 dj 

Vro Galfnc?o \ Eex, Thesaurario et Baronibz^s suis de Soaccario, 
Chaucer, / sale^tem. Cum primo die January*, anno regni 
Tiostn [primo] ,^ constituerimus dilecfos (sic) nobis 
"Ricardum Swyft et (sic) Magistmm Carpentanwm nostrum ac 
dispositorem operacionum nostmmm tangenciuw^ artem sen misteram 
Carpentarij, qwamdiu nobis placumt, percipiendo in officio illo 
duodecim denarios per diem pro vadiis suis, videh'cet, durantilms 
operacionibtts nostvis, per manus Clmci earwndem operacionum pro 
tempore existentis, prout in litens nostris patentibws inde confectis 
plenius continetur; et mandauerimus Galfr^c^o Chancer, Clmco 
operacionum nostreLTum pr^ic^i^m, quod eidem 'Bicardo id quod ei 
aretro fuit de predictis duodecim denariis diumis a predtcto primo die 
January pro vadiis suis solueret, iuxta tenorem literavum nostiebmm 
predicteimm ; idemq2*6 Galfr^6?us eidem Bicardo diuersas pecuniarMm 
summas virtute mandati nostn predict! pro vadiis suis soluerit, prout 
per UYeras acquietancie ipsius Bicardi, quas idem QolfridVLS penes se 
ha&et, vt asserit, plenius pot^rit apparere : Ydbis mandamus, q«od, 
viso mandate nosifro predicto, id quod vob^s constare poterit prefatum 
6al£re6fum eidem Eicarc^o virtute mandati no«fri predieti mcionar 
biliter soluisse, eidem OalfrecZo in compoto sue coram vobi^ ad 
Scaccanum predictum allocetis, recipientes a prefato QBJftidO UYaras 
acquietancie suprad^cfas, Teste me ipso, apud W^Atmonastenum^ 
vij. die February*, anno xegni nostri quartodecima 

229, 

1391, Feb. 23, — Loan hy the Exchequer to Richard Gille, merchant 
of London^ of 533Z. 2s., part of which^ £114, he repaid to 
Chxucer on Uh ApriL 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 14 Ric IL, m. 22.] 
§ Die Jouis, xxiij® die Februarij. 
Bicarc?us \ Ricar<fo Gille, Ciui et Mercatori London : In denartVs 
Gille. / per ipsum recept^^s de Johawne Hermestborp', vno Camera 
Biiorum de Scaccario, de prestito, ad restituend^^m 

Dxxxiij li. ij s. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. Inde restitm^ xx** die Marcij proximo sequew^^? xxxvij 
li. xiij s. iiij d. Item, xvj* die Decemb^^s, Baino ^v**, C li. Item, 
quarto die Marcij, eodem anno xv^, xxli. Item, sect^ndo die Aprilis, 
anno xv® predic/o, Cliij li. xij s. iij d. Item, vj^ die Aprilis, anno 
xiiij^ per manus Ckdfr/efi ClLauce?*ei Gxiiij li.^ 

230. 

1391, April 6. — Moneys assigned to Chaucer ois Glerh of the Works; 

^ Year omitted here i see No. 242, § d. 

' See No. 230. For other entried of this date, see No. 223. 
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and entry of a loan by him of 66L 13s, 4 A to the Exchequer, for 
which he received a tally, 

[Receipt Roll, Easter, 14 Ric. II.] 
§ Die Jouis, sexto die Aprilis. 
London*. — T>e Gilbert© Magh'feld* et Hugone Sprot, Coliieetorihus 
Substc?^/ iij s. de dolio et xij d. de libra in Portu London', xxix 11. 
xviij d., de eodem ^MhMio. 

Surr*, Sussex'. — EobeHo Echyngham, Yicecomite, Ixxj s. x d., 
de exitibus balliue sue. 

[Lincoln\ — De WilleZmo de Thorp', Milite, Ixvj li. xiij s. iiij d,, 
de firma Foreste de Eokyngham, inte^* pontes Oxon' et Stanford'.] ^ 

Prestitu?>i restitutuwi. — De Eicardo Gille, per manus Galm^i 
Chaucere, Gxiiij li., in partem soluc^onis Dxxxiij li. ij s. sibi 
liberatorww, de prestito, xxiij* die Februart}', anno xiiij®,^ 

[These four entries are bracketed, and the following words are written 
opposite to them, showing that they were/* assigned to Onaucer on 6th April :] 

Fro QBltrido Chaucere, super officio sue. 

[Then, after an irrelevant entry, occurs :] 
Mutuum. — De Qalfn'do Cliaucere, Clej'ico operacipnum Dommi 
Eegis, IxvjjS. xiijs. iiij d., de mutuo, per talliami in tercia linea 
svLperim cancella^am.^ 

[Note to the last entry, in another hand :] 
Ver&oluunhir xxij** die Maij, anno xi^** Begis Kdcardi secwndi. 

231. 

1391 J April 12. — Enrolment of the Indictment in the Kincfs Bench 
of Richard Brerelay and others, for the robbery of Chaucer at 
Westminster on ^th Sept, 1390 ; and commitment of Brerelay, 
With him, Thomas Ootyngham was indicted for breaking into 
houses in Holborn, btU he escaped, and the Marshal was Jin^ 
100s. 

[Coram Regs Roll, Easter, 14 Ric. IL, Rex, roll 1. Zife-Itecords, I. 15.] 
Midd'. — § Jmatores diuersor?/m Hnndrec?orwm Gomitatus predicd 
alias, scihcet, termiwo Sancti Hillary/, anno vegni 'Regis nunc qnarto- 
decimO) coram 'Domino Rege, apud Wesimonasteriumj ^resentauerunt^ 
quod 'Ricardus Brerelay, simnl cum aliis igaoUs, die Martis proximo 
ante testum 'SsMuitatis Beote Marie Yiigsnis,^ anno regni Regis nunc 
quartodeci?no, felonice depredauit QdJitidtm Chauser de decern libm 
in pecunia numerata apud WeBtmonasterium, et qMod est cowmmis 
et notorius latro. Et quod Thomas Ootyngham, simul cum aliis, die 

^ This entry is struck out. ^ g^e No. 229. . 

* This refers to the cancelled entry, under the head of ''Lincoln" j so it 
appears that this particular sum was not assigned to Chaucer, but borrowed from 
him. * 6 Sept. 1890. 
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Jouis, in vigilia Sa?ic/e Kate^'ine Virgmis, anno suprad^cfo/ domos 
Eogm apud le Kage in Holbourne ex^m barram felonice noctanter 
freg^'^, e\> vnu?/^ equm WilleZ??ie JN'orton', annigeri, prec^}' quatuor 
marcar^^??^, et duos equos Johanms de Grendon', prect/ centuwz 
solidom?», ibirfem existentes, felon^cg tmatus fuit, et qwod est com- 
ww»is latro. Per quod, Vieceptum fdit Yicecomiti, quod non onut^cret 
etc. quin caperet eos, si eta Et modo, scilicet, die Jouis proximo 
post quindenam Pasche,^ isto eodem termi%o, coram Domino Rege, 
apud ^Yestmonasteriumf Yeniunt pred/cti Eicar^^us et Thomas, per 
hsilUuum libertatis Abftatis Westmonasterij^ de Westmonasteno, 
virtute brems sibi inde directs, ducte, qui committunt^^r Maiescallo. 
Et statim per Maxescallum ducid veniunt, et allocuti sunt separatim, 
qualiter de felonia p?*edicta se velint acquietare ; dicunt separatim, 
quod ip^l in nuUo sunt inde culpabiles, et de hoc pon^n^ se super 
pa^riam. Ideo vernal inde Jura^ coram Domino Rege, apud 
We8tmona.9^erm«2, die Veneris tunc proximo sequente; et qui etc., ad 
TQCognoscendum etc. Et super hoc predict Ricard^us et Thomas 
co772mittant«jr Maxescallo etc. 

[Controlment Roll, Easter, 14 Rio. II., roll 26.]* 

Ad quern diem nullum hieue ; in Octabis Michaelis ; in Octabi& 
Hill an}' ; in xv, PascAe. Ad quern diem coram Doinino Rege venz^ 
Bobertus Parys, nuper M.axescallus Domini Regis, coram ipso Rege, et 
cognouitj quod predzcfus Thomas a custody sua euasit. Ideo idem 
Robertus in miserieardisL, et affor^e^r per Justiciar^^* ad C.s. ; prout 
pate^ per votulum Finium, termino Hillare}*, mno xv., et quod idem 
Robertus de corp<we predic^i Thome exoneretz«r, IcZeo CQ,ipiaturj 
Octabis TvinitcLtis, Postea, in Octabis Michaelis. Ad quern diem, 
anno xviij®, nullum hveue ; contrs. diem Lune i^roximum post tres 
septma?ias Sancti Michaelis. Ad qimn diem hxeue, exigatur ; Octabis 
Tvinitatis, votulo xvij. Ad quem diem Vicecomes xetornauit, qmd 
die Jouis 'proximo post iestum ^amiii Ambros^* Episcoj?!,^ a««o xviij**, 
predicts Thomas ntlagabaiury prout pate^ per bre«*ia Regt^ termiao 
Trinita^is, mm xviij®. 

232. 

1391, April 16. — Record setting out the confession of Richard Brerelat) 
of having robbed Chaucer at Westminster o/<£lO. He became 
approver J and appealed othen persons of having with himself 
robbed Chaucer at Hatcham of 9Z. 3s. 8cZ., and of numerous 
other felonies* 

[Controlment Roll, Queen's Bench, Easter, 14 Ric. II., roll 22 d. Life- 
Records, 1. 19.] 

1 24 Nov. 1390. 2 21 April, 1391. 

^ This contains a repetition of the foregoing entry, with the following addition. 
* 8 April, 1395. 
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Midd', — § B^icardns Brerelay, qui in cnstodm Maxesccdli Domini 
"RegiSy coram ipso Rege, certis de causis comwissus fuit, ven^^ comm 
"Edmuiido Brudeneir, Covonatm^e ipsius Keg«s, coram ipso Eege, die 
Sabfeati proxM?z(? post quindenam Pasche, anno xegni "Regis Ricardi 
seewndi post Coxiquestum qiiartodecimo, [et] ex spontanea voluntate 
sua cognottt^ se esse felone^w Domini Regis, de eo quod ipse die Martis 
proximo ante iestum 'Natiuitatis Beate Marie Virgmis, anno regni 
predzc^i Reg^'s suprad^'c^o, felouice dep?'edauit GsHridum Chauser de 
decern librw in pecunia numerata apud Westnio?2CJ^jferm??z, et quod est 
commzmis et notorius latro ; et deuenit probator, et appella^ Thomam 
Talbot de Hiberni'a, slias dictum Erode, Gilbertt^m, clericttm ipsius 

■glacitauit, 

Thome, et WiUelmum Huntyngfeld^ de eo quod ipsi, simul cum 
prefato probatore, apud Hacchesliam, in Gomitatu Surre^e, die Martis 
l^'oximo ante festum 'Natiuitatis Beate Marie Yirg2^?2is, anno supm- 
di'ci^o, felonice depredauert^^^ prafatu?^ Qeiltridum Cliauser de ix. li. 
et xliij. d.,^ vnde quili&et eorwrn hafiuit pro parte sua iiij mavcas 
V, s. X. d. 

[Here follow particulars of other robberies from other persona.] * 
Et quesitM9?z est a p?'efato probatore per ipredtctum Corona/orew?, 
si ipse vlterius appellare velit; dicit, q^od non etc. Quesit«im est 
eciam a prefato probatore per prefattt??z Coronoiforem, si ipse aliqua 
terras seu teneTmnta, bona et catalla hafieat, necne ; dicit, q«od nulla 
ha&et terras seu t&nementa, set diciY quod ipse tempore quo ipse 
commissus fuit prtsone Abba^is Westmo?2asife?'*?' de Westmonasterio, 
habuit bona et catalla, videkcet : vj. marcos ix. s. ij. d. in pecunia 
numerata, duos equoa preci)' iij li., vnu??i gladm?7i et vnu??i cultellw?;* 
vocatoi dagger preci}* ij. mavcarum, vnam armilausam prec*}' dijuidie 
marce, et que deuenere^n^ ad manus predic^i Abba^is, vnde Domino 
Eegi responsa*rMS est etc. Per Bagam de Secrei/s de isto eode??i 
anno. Per quod preceptor est Yicecomiti, quod non omitta^ etc. 
quin capm^,^ si etc., in Octa&*s Trim'^a^ts. He * * JJtlagantur, 
[prout] pate^ per brema supradt'c^a. 

233. 

1391, April 20. — Payment to Chaucer as Clerk of the Works, 
[Issue Roll, Easter, 14 Ric. II., m. 2.] 
§ Die Jouis, xx® die Aprilis. 
Oalfrtt:?us \ Bslfrido Chauoere, Clerico operacionum Dommi Eeg^'s 
Chauce?*e. / infra Palacium Westmowas^en/, Turrm London?*e, et ad 
alia diuersa castra et maneria Regis : In denariis sibi 

^ Sic; it should be i4d, ; see Ko. 235. 

2 These are fully set out in Life- Records ^ I. pp. 19 — 22, and pp. 23 — 27. 

* Namely, Thomas Talbot and Gilbert his clerk. William Huntyngfeld 
appeared. The Irishman and his clerk were not found, and therefore were 
outlawed. 
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libe7*atiW, per manus propnas, super officio suo\ . . Ixvj s, viij d. ; vnde 
Respondebit. Et vespondet inde ia compoto suo, vt supra. 

234. 

1391, May 31 — June 22. — Enrolment of the Indictment of William 
Huntyngfeld for robbing Chaucer at Westminster^ and for 
breaking into houses at Holhorn ; with his conviction. The 
ap2)rover Brerelay teas hanged [for another offence], 
[Coram Rege Roll, Trinity, 14 Ria II., Rex, roll 18. Life-Mecords, I. 28.] 

Midd\ — § JuYato7*es diuersorum Kiindredorum Comitatus ^redicti 
alias, scik'cet, te?-mino ^ancti HiHarz}', anno vegni "Regis nunc quarto- 
deci?no, coram Domino Eege, apud WestmonasteriuMy ^vesentaue7*unt, 
quod WilleZmws Huntyngfeld', cum aim ignotis, die Martis proximo 
ante festum 'Nutiuitatis Beate Marie Virgz«is, anno vegni Regis 
Eicar^ii ^emndi post Gouq^testum quartodecimoi felonice depredauit 
QHftidum CliaTLser do decem librta in pecunia numerate apud 
y^Q^iTdonasterium^ et quod est Qommurm et notorius latro. Et quod 
predzc^us WilleZmMS Huntyngfeld' et al*;*, die Jouis, in vigilia Sanote 
Kate?'ine YirgMs, anno regni Regis Eicart^i semndi quartodecimo, 
domos Eogeri apud le Kage in Holbo?irne extra ban-am felonice 
noctanter fregit, et vnum equm Wille/mi !N'orton', armigeri, prec?}' 
quatuor marcarwTi, et duos equos Joha?mis de Grendon', p?^ec*y 
centum solidorwm, ibic?em existentes, felonice furatws fuit, et quod 
est Gommunis latro. Per quod, Fveceptum fuit Yicecomiti, quod uon 
omittere^ etc. quin caperet eum, si etc. Et modo, scilicet, die Sab&atl 
"proxiTuo post festum SaTzc^i Bamabe Apostoli,^ isto eodem termino, 
cora?w Domim Eege, apud Westmonastenum, yenit pred^c^us 
WilleZmiis, in custodm MaYescalli Domini Eegi5, qui alms in custod^a 
sua commissus fuit, ductws, et allocutws est, qualiter de felonia 
predicta se velit acquietare [eo quod pred^c#us probator iam suspenses 
est] ; 2 dicit quod ipse in nuUo est inde culpabilis, et de hoc pom^ se 
super pa^riam. Ideo veniat inde Jura^a coram I)o7nmo Eege, apud 
Westmonasteriumy die Martis ^proximo ante iestum Sancti Johannia 
Bap^tste,^ et qui etc., ad reoognoscendum etc. Et super hoc predtc^us 
WilleZmtts interim cwwmittitur MarescaZZo etc. Ad quern diem coram 
Domino Eege, apud Westmonasterium, yenit predtc^us WilleZmws in 
custodm MarescalK Et Vicecomes vetovnauit nommo. Jnratoi'um, 
quorum nuliws etc. Ideo Jurata p^-edic^a ponitt*r in respecifwm coram 
"Domino Eege, usqt^ diem Mart^ tunc ^proximo seqt^n^em. Et super 

1 17 June, 1391. 

^ Usually an approver was pardoned on conviction of the person accused by 
him ; but Brerelay had also appealed Adam Clerk, of Ireland, servant of Thomas 
Talbot, of a robbery at Berkweywey, in Herts, and Clerk oifered the wager of 
battle. A duel was therefore stricken and fought between them at Tothill, on 
3rd May, 1391, when the approver was vanquished, and consequently hanged. — 
Mr. Selby's JRobberies of Chaucer, pp. 9, 26 — 28. The dress and weapons used in 
such duels are described in Harrod's GoUhest&r HecordSj p. 30. ^ 20 June, 1391. 
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hoc predic^us WilleZmws interim commit tit Mareaca?Zo. Ad quern 
diem coram Domino Eege, apud ^ e^tmonasteriumy ven^Y pred/c^us 
WilWmwA' Huntyngfeld' in custod/a MdiWscalU ; et simiUYer 3\yxatores 
YmiuTity qui, ad hoc elecrt, triati, et jmati, dicunt, super sacra?wew^wm 
suuw, qwod predicius Wiile?mMs culpabik's est de felonm prediciis.^ 
[Controlment Roll, Trinity, 14 Ric. II., roll 33,] 
Ad quern die??i clericus conuictMs,^ qui committitwr Maxescallo ; in 
Octabis Michaelis ; in Octabis Hillany ; in xv. Pasc/te ; in Ociabis 
Txinifaiis, 

235. 

1391, May 31 — June 22. — Richard Brerelay appeals William 
Huntyngfeld for the robbery of Ghaticer at Hatcham, but 
Huntyngfeld pleads not guilty. 
[Coram Rege Roll, Trinity, 14 Ric. IL, Rear, roll 18. Life Itecords, I. 30.] 
Surrem. — § E,icarc?us Brerelay, qui in custodm MarescdlU Domini 
Eag?>, alms, certis de causis com??iissus fuit, vena^ coram Edmundo 
BrudenelP, Covonatore ipsius "Regis, coram ip«o Eege, et cognouit 
se esse felone??* ipsius Eegi5, et appellat Wille^mwm Huntyngfeld', 
de eo qwod ipse simul cwn prefato probatore, apud Hacchesham, 
in Comitatu Surreie, die Martis proximo ante iestum J^ditiuitatis 
Beate Marie Yirgiwis, anno legni Regis Ricarc^i secwwdi post Con, 
i^mstum quartodecimo, felonice depr^dauerztn^ Q^^htdum Chauser 
de noue??t librw et xliiij d. ; ^ vnde quilibet eor^m hafiuit pro parte 
sua iiij matcas v s. x d. Per quod, Vveceptum fuit Y\(^ecomit% qwod 
non omittere^ etc. quin caperet eum si etc. Et modo, scilicet, 
die Sab&ati proximo post iestum Sawcifi Barnabe Apo^^oli,* isto 
eodem temi^io, cora?H Dom'no Rege, apud Westmowa^^enw??*, veni^ 
predic^us WilleZmws, in custodm ilLoxescalli, qui alms in custodm 
sua commissus fuit, ductus, et quia predtc^ws probator iam suspensus 
est, predtc^us WilleZm^s allocutws est, qualiter de felonta predicta 
86 yelit acquietare ; dicit, qz^od ipse in nuUo est inde eulpabilis, et de 
hoc ponzY se super pa^riam. Idee vernal inde Jur^ifa coram Domino 
Bege in Octabis Smc^ MichaeZis, vbicumqt^e «tc., et qui etc, ad 
r6cogno«cew^?«/w etc. Et super hoc predic/us WilleZmzis interim com- 
mittitt^r Mare^eaZZo etc. 

1 The Controlment Roll has a duplicate entry as far as here, with tho 
addition of the words bracketed above ; then it proceeds as below. 

^ This implies that he was allowed the benefit of clergy," but not that he 
was in orders. Every one who could read enjoyed that privilege, after 25 Edw. 
II L — Jacob's L(m Dictionary. Huntyngfeld, with others, broke out of the 
King's Bench prison at South wark, at midnight on Wednesday, 2nd Aug. 1391, 
but was recaptured, and charged with this escape. Mr. Selby could not discover 
what finally happened to him, but presumed he was hanged. His first offence, 
however, was evidently not "ousted of clergy," or he would have been executed 
promptly on conviction, and his escape, though a felony, was less heinous. It 
IS probable that he was kept in prison for some time, as usual in such cases, 
and at length discharged. — Robberies, as above, pp. 11, 35, 36. 

* Svg; xliijd. before. * 17 June, 1391, 
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[Controlment Roll, Trinity, 14 Ric. II., roll 29. Cancelled.] 
Ad (\mm die??^ i^mdlum ; in Octa&^'s WXiarij \ in xv. Pasc/ie j in 
OaXdbis Tvinitatis^ 

236. 

1391, June 17- — WHt commanding Gkaucefr io deliver to John 
Gedney the office of Clerfc of the Works, with the roU$, writSj 
memoranda, and other things belonging thereto. 

[Exchequer Q. R. Accounts, etc., Works, -W. Archceologia, xxxiv. 45.^ 

EiCABDUS, Dei gvacis, Eex Angh'e et Francze et Dominm Hibernee, 
dilec^o sibi Galfr^cZo Chaucer, nuper Clerico operaczowum no^^rarwm,' 
sabitem. Cum constituerinii*s et assignauerimws Johanmm Gedney 
Cle?*icum ope?'acionu?7i nostmrum apud Palacium nostvum Westmo?za5- 
terlj, Turrim nos^ram Londonte, Castra nt>^^ra de Wallyngford' et 
Berkhampstede, Maaeria nostra d« Kenyngton', Eltbapa, Clarendon', 
Schene, Byflete, Childemelangeley, et Feckenham, necnon logiam 
no5^ram de Hatbebergh*, in foresta nostra do !N'oua Foresta, ac logias 
no5^ras infra parcos nosfros de Claryndon', Eltham, Cbildernelangley, 
et Fekenham, et mutas nostras pro falconibws nostx\s juxta Cbarrynge- 
erouch', necnon gardinor^^m, stagnon^m, molendinomm, ac clausurarw?/i 
tarn parcoK*??x ^eddctomm qwam omwiwm aliomm parcorwm ad eadem 
Palacium, Turrim, Castra, Maneria, logias, et mutas pertinencia {sic), et 
ad latomos, carpentarios, et alios operarios et laboratores quoscumq^^e,. 
qui operac^onibws nos^ris predzc^Ls necessary fuerint, vbicumqi^e inue- 
niri poterunt infra libertates et extra, feodo ecclesie dumtaxat excepto, 
per se et deputatos suos eligendos et capiendo*', et in dietis operac*oni- 
hm nos^ris ponendos, in eisdem ad vadia nos^a moraturos, et ad quedam 
alia in liYeris nos^ris patentib2*s inde confectis conteuta facienda 
et explenda, prout in eisdem litevis plenius continetwr : tibi precipimw^, 
qwod eidem Johanni officium pred^c^Mm, vna cum rotulis, hieuihrny 
memorandis, et omnihm aliis officium ^redictum tangentibz*s, que in 
custodia tua existunt, per indenturas inde inter te et ip^ttm debite 
conficiendas, liberes, habendum iuxta tenorem litevBxum nostmmm 
predtc^arwm, te de officio illo nullatenus intromittens ; volum2«s enim 
te inde erga nos exonerari. Tes^e me ipso, apud Wesitmonastrn'tum, 
xvij. die Junij, anno xegni nostri quartodecimo. 

Burton*. 

237. 

1391, June 17. — GJiaucer^s account, as Cl&t^Jc of the Works at West- 
minster, the Tmoer, ^c, from 12th July 1389 to this date, 

[Foreign Accounts, 14 Ric, II., forula C] 

^ There appear to be no further proceedings against Huntyngfeld on this 
charge, probably because he had been convicted on the other. 
^ In a paper by the Rev. Joseph Hunter. 
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REC^prisf kr -^xvmisis circa op^rac/ojves Eegis apud Palaoium 

WmTUONASTBRlJy TURRIM LoNDONI^, ET ALIA DIUJSjBSA CaSTRA 

ET MAN^iiiA Regis, a xij** die Jul//, anno xiij**, vsQi/ie xvij. 

DIEM JUN//, ANNO XIIU'', 

Ver GALFRiDl^M CHAUNCER. 

Kanoia. — CoMPorus Galfridi Ghauncer, quern Rex per kYeras 
suas patentes dato^ xij"* die JukJ, anno xiij",* irroitdafas in Orighmlilms 
de eodem anno, constitiiit et assignauit Chricnm opera cionu?/i Regis 
apud Palacium Regifs We8tmonaste7y\ Turrim London2e, Castru7w de 
Berkhampstede, Manma Regis de Kenyngton', Eltham, Claryngdon', 
Shene, Eyflete, Childrelangley, Fekeniiam, necnon logeam B-egis de 
Hathebergh' in IToua Poresta, ac logeas Reg^s infra parcos suos de 
Claryngdon', Eltham, Childrelangley, ef Fekenham, ac mutas Regis 
I'ro falconibt^s suis inxta Charryngcrouche, necnon gardina, stagna, 
molendina, et clausulas tarn ptt?'corw??i -predtctorum quam omnhmi 
aliorww pai'coTuin ad eadem Palacium, Turrim, Casti"u?}i, Maneria, 
logeas, et mutas p«rtinencsa, et ad lathamos, carpentarios, et alios 
operarios e^ laboratores quoscmqwe, qui operactowib?^ Regis predic/is 
necessarij fuerint, \hicu?ique inueniri potennt (sic) infra libertates et 
extra, feodo eceldsie dumtaxat excepto, per se et deputatos sues 
eligendoj et capiendo^, et in dtotiH operaczowibws "Regis ponendo^ sup*?r 
eisdem opera^tonihus Regt5, ad vadia Regis moratuiw, ac eciaw ad 
petras, maeremium, tegulas, cindulas, vitru?w, ferru2?i, plumbm?i, et 
omma alia necessaria pro operaciombws Reg/5 pred/cfis, ac cariagio {sic) 
pro eisdem petris, maeremio, tegulis, cindulis, vitro, ferro, pluwzbo, et 
alijs neccmarijs ad loca pred/c^a, pro denarijs Regii? per ipmai 
Qeifridum soluendis, per se et deputatos suos capienda et prouidenda, 
necnon ad quascunqi^ solucior^es tam pro vadijs d^'c^ort^m operarion^;}^ 
qmm pro empoionihus, prouidencijs, et cariagijs,, et alijs misis et ex- 
pens^fi quibuscunqwe dic^as operactowes qualitercunque taugentibtis, per 
visum et testimonmm ContrarotMlatoris Regw eartt?jdem operaeionu?^ 
pro tempore existentis, faciendo^^ et ad computandu??i de denarijs 
quos super expenses operacionuw prediQtdLXwn percipiet per visum et 
testimonium predzc^i Contrarotwlatoris, et ad ramos, corticem, et alia 
residua de arboribwi* pro d^c^is operact09iibw5 prouisis ad opus Regw, 
per visum et testi?/2owmm dic^i Contrarotwlatoris, vendendrt, et Regi 
de denarws inde prouenientibt«s respondendw?ii, percipiendo pro vadiis 
suis in officio pred^'cio ij s. per diem ; videlicet, tam de rece/?hs, misis, 
et expens^i« per ipszan Qdifridum iactis super operactombwfe' predictia, 
qwam de stauro mortuo et alijs minutia neccessarijs dic^as operactowes 
tangentibt^5, a predicio xij* die Jult;', anno xiij°, ante quern diem 
Eoge7nis Elmham inde computauit ^otulo xj"", Ro^«^?o Compoforwm, 
vsqwe xvij"^ diem Jun^/, anno xiiij*^, per visu??i et testi?/K)?j^wm 
Wille^wi Han nay, Contrarotwlatoris dictd,TU7n operaoionu??* Regts 
ibidem, quo die Rex per brewe suwm de maguo sigillo precepit d«c^o 

i No. 209. 
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Galfnc^o,^ qtwd Johanni Gredney, quern Rex constituit 6f assignauit 
Clericuwi d^cifamm operacionum Regis apud Palacium Westmowos^my, 
Turrim Londonze, Castra Regis de Walyngford' et Berkehainpstede^ 
Maner/a Reg^s de Kenyngton', Eltliam, et alia manena et loca 
supmdic^a, officiw?^ p^'edic^wm, vnacur^j omwibzi^ alijs officittw^ illud 
tangentibw5, per indenturam liberet, et qwd se de officio iflo vlterius 
imllatenus intromittat ; a quo quidem xvij® die Jxmijf aimo xiiij^^ 
idem Joha?mes est inde computatimis. 

Reoepta Scaccarij. — Idem reddit compattim de CO li. recepffs de 
TheBaurario et CameramV ad Recepifawi Scaccarij, termiwo Pasche, 
anno xij®, super operibz^^ pred/c^is, in duabws particwlis, videl/<?etj. 
xiiij^ die Ju%* — xx li., e^ xxij^** die Jul*}' — Ciiij^li., sicut Gontmeturin 
pelle Memorandorum^ ad eandem Receptaw de eisdem te?'mi?io ef anno, 
et eciam in quodam Rotwlo de particwlis hie in Thesawro liberato. Et 
de CCiiij" XV li. xvij iiij d. receptz> de eisdem Thesaura^io et 
Csmerajdia ad IReceptccm pred/c^am, termiwo Michaels, anlio xiij% 
super opcrib^^5 pred^ctis, in vij particwlis, videlicet, vij^ die Octobm — 
Ixvj li. xiij s. iiij d., xxiij^die Nouembm — III, prime die Decemhris — 
vij li. ij s., xiiij** die Deceinhris — C li., xxiiij*? die Decemhris — Cviij s. 
Tiijd., tercio die Marq; — Iiij li. vj s. viijd., ef iiij*" die Marc^' — 
xiijli. vj s. viijd., sicut coiiiinetu7* in pelle M.emorandorum^ ad 
eandem Recep^am de eisdem termiwo et anno, et eciam in predzcfo 
'Rotulo de partic?/lis. Et de Ciiij'''' xv li. xv s. iiij d. recept^> de eisdem 
Thesawrar/o et Camerar/«> ad B,eceptam predic^am, temiwo Pasche^ 
anno xiij% super ope?ibtw! p?'edicfis, in vj partiet^lis, videlicet, iiij** 
die Jun«; — x li., xv"* die Jxmij — C li., xvij* die JmkiJ — iiij li. xiij 
iiij d., xxv*** die Jxmij — ^xxli., ix* die Juh}* — xxli., xix* die Jul?}' — 
xlj li. ijs., sicut conti«e^«r in pelle Memoraw<iort^?n ad eandem 
"Receptam de eisdem termiwo et anno, et eciam in quodam "Rotulo de 
pfl^rticwlis. Et de CCCj li- iij s. ixd. receptts de eisdem Thesawrarw> 
et Camerams ad Receptam predictam, iermiim MichaeZis, anno xiiij% 
super ope?ibu5 predtc/is, in vj particwlis, scilicet, xxvij** die Octobm — 
XXV li., vj*^ die Jyexi^enihrw — vjli. xiij s. iiij d., vij*' die Decembm-^ 
XXV li. iij s. ix d., xxiij** die Pebrwan}*, in ij pa?*ticttlis — CC li., et xx* 
die Marc»y in duab«is porticwlis — ^xliiij li. vj s. viij d., sicut contine^i^r 
in pelle Memorando7'um ad eandem Rec^*Q5m de eisdem termi?»o ei 
anno, et eciam in predic^o Rotulo de particwlis. Et de CCxvj li. 
xiij s. iiij d. rece^^i^^s de eisdem ThQsaurario et Camerams ad Recej?^rt??? 
pred«c^am, termiwo Pascbe, anno xiiij°, super operibw^ predic^is, d, 
duabw5 particiflis, videlicet, vj*^ die Aprilis — CCxiij li. vj s. viij in 
et xx° die Apralis — ^Ixvj s. viij d., sicut conti?>e^?ir in pelle Memoraw- 
dorum ad eandem R^c^ptam de eisdem termi»o et anno, et eciam 
in p?'edic^o Rotulo de particwlis. 

^umma R^tepte Scaccarij — MCCix li. ix s. ix d. 
Recep^a forinseoa. — Idem neddit compotum de xvij s. iiij d. itc&ptis 
* See No. 2ae. « tj^j^ g^Hg . gee No. 218. ^ ^ee No. 214. 
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de croppis Ciiij*"^ quercuu??^ per tempestatem veitti prostratarttw* in 
parco "Regis de Eltham, anno xiij®, sic venditis, aicMt continetur in 
]^redtoto Rotulo ipsius OtaiSridi, et eciam in Botulo j^edicti Coutm- 
rotulatoris de particwlis hie in Thesauro liberal. 

Swnma Hecepiorum forinsecortt»i — ^xvij s. iiij d. 
Summa 'Receptorum coniuncta — M^GCx li. vij s. j d. 

Expense. — Idem computat in petm, calce, tegulis, piastre, 
maeremio, bordts, lathi's, ferro, seruriV cum clauibws, vertiuelhs, 
gumphis, clanis, vitro, plumbo, soudur', carbonib«s, garnettw, cindulis, 
et alijs minutis neccessarijs pra operac/owibws p?*edtc^is empt/s et 
expendit?!«, vna cu??^ cariagio ea,^nde^ vevum de diuersis locis vbi 
enipte fuemnt et prouise vsque Palaciuni WeBtmonasterijy Turrim 
Londonte, Castrum de Berkehampstede, et vsque Maneria de Langlee, 
Claryngdon', Eltham, Kenyngton', Shene, et ad alia maneria supmd/c^a, 
necnon vadijs et stipendtys cementanVww, carpentanomm, plum- 
haLtiomm, tegnlatomm, cindulatom?^, vitriarior?-^m, sarratorwwi, 
plastratomm, doubatorttw, fossatorw?7i, et aliortt??i diuei'son/wi 
operariorwm pro ope?*aciowib2« predicts conductorwm per diue?*sa8 
vices infra dictum tempus huiz** compo^i — ^DCCCCxxiij li, iiij p. 
ij d. q% videU'cet, onilibet cementariorM?», carpentanojTim, plum- 
hariorum, plastrariorttm, sarratorMm, cindulatonim, et tegulatonwH 
yj d. per diem, et cuib'6et yitrhrionmi xij d. per diem, cuili&et doii- 
batorttm v d. per diem, et cuilibet f ossatorw??i et aliorw?n operarior?m 
et laborariortt?;i iiij d. per diem, per -predictiim hreue Regis patens 
annotatwm supra in titulo huius- compo^i, et per aliud brewe Eeg25 de 
prtuato sigillo, datw??i p?umo die Junt/, anno xiiij'', The&aurario et 
Baronib?^s huius Scaccarij direct«;?i, quod est inter Communia, de 
termi»o Trinitatt's, eodem anno ; per quod brewe Rex mandauit eisdem 
Thesaumrio et Baronibt^s, qt«od in compo^o que97i G-alfrtc^us Chauncer, 
Clericus operacionum Regis, est redditurua coram prefatis Thesaw- 
rario et Baronibtis in dic^o Scaccario RegtV, oflficium dtc^i CWici 
tangente, sibi allocari faciant pro artiiicib^«s et laborartVs quos idem 
Clericus ha6uit in dictis operacionib^/s Regis, p?'o tempore quo extitit 
in dicto officio, talia vadia et per modum quo extiterunt allocata in 
casu consi??itli ante hec tempora alija Clericis dictaxum operacionu???. 
Regis qui in eodem oificio ante ips«m QBltridum vltimo extiterunt, 
sicut continetiir in predtc^is Rotiilo et Cont?'arotulo de paj-ticwlis, et 
Bimt hxxiusinodi vadia alloeantwr prefato Roge?'0 Elniham, Clerico 
dictamm operacionnm Regis, immediate ante predtc^t^m Oalfn'tZ^^m, 
pred^cto Rotulo sj**, Ro^<Zo Compo^orwm. Et in vadijs predtc^i 
Qal£ri£^i Chauncer, C/erici eanwzdem operacionum Reg?s, a pred/c^o 
xij^ die Juky, anno xiij^, vsqwe predic^wm xvij"" dieni Jun^}*, anno 
xiiij°, scilzcet, per DCCvj dies, vtroqwe die coniputato, Ixx li, xij s., 
capiente per diem ij s., per -predictum hreue Regis patens dat?^m xij** 
die Juk)', anno xiij**, annotatwm supra in titulo huius conipo^i, sicut 
contiwe^wr ibic^em, Et in vadijs WilleZ??ii llannay, Cont^ arotwlatori^ 
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earwwdem operaceonum Eeg*s, per idem tempus, xxxv li. vj s., 
Cdi>^ientis per diem xij d., pe?' brsMe Eegts de magno sigillo datow 
xvj° die rebrwarv!/, anno xiij**, super hune compo^?*^ lih&ratum^ et per 
duas hYeras acqxiietancie ipsius WilleZmi de recej^c^owe, sicut contitte^wr 
ibit?em. Et in vadijs Eicarc^i Swyft, Mag^s^^i Carpentar?^ Eeg*V 
ibide??^, percipienti[s] xij d. per diem a p?'edtc#o xij° die Jukj, anno 
terciodecimo, vsq^ie xij"^ diem Juk}* proximo seque?2;?e??i, scil/cet, per 
vnum annwm integrii??2, xviij li. vs., per biwe Keg^> de magno 
sigillo datum xiiij*'^ die Y^marij, anno :liiij% prefato Galfnc^o inde 
directum, in quo quidem brewl contme^wr, quod, cum Eex pr«mo 
die January/, anno primo, constituent prefatu?3i Eicarc^ttm Swyft 
Magt^tom Carpentaim7)z suum, ac dispositorem operacionum suarwm 
tangencmm artem sen misteram carpentar*/, quamdiu Eegi placuerit, 
percipiendo in officio illo xij d. per diem yro vad?/^ suis, per mantis 
dic^i Galfr^ci!i, Clerici ope?-acionTi??i Eeg«^; per quod breue Eex 
mandauit prefato Oalfr^'t^o, quodi eidera Bicardo id quod ei aretro 
est de predic^^s xij d. diurnis a pred^c^o primo die January pro 
vadijs suis soluat, recipiendo a prefato Eicarc?o liYeras suas 
acquietaczoms, que pro Eege sufiicientes fuerint in hac parte, et 
per kYeras acquietanc^e ipsius Eicarc^i de mcepcionej sicut continetur 
ibidem. Et in vadijs Mag^sifri Henrico Yeuele, Capitali[s] Cementar*/ 
Eegt5, pe?'cipiente (sic) xij d. per diem, videhcet, in persoluct'owem 
eorw?idem vadiorwm suor?i?n per predzctoi tempus huius compoti, 
vj li. ij s, V d. q* pe>' bre-we Eeg«'5 de magno sigillo datum xxvij** die 
Se^ternbris, anno xiij°,2 prefato GalMtZo, Clerico operacionum 'Regis, 
directum ^ per quod breite Eex precepit dzc^o Clerico, qi(od eidem 
Henr«co id quod ei aretro est de xij d. diurnis a vij° die Marcz}*, anno 
pnmo, soluat, recipiendo a prefato Henrteo hYeras suas acquietanc^e, 
que pro Eege sufiicientes fuerint in hac parte, et per duas hVeras 
acquietanc«e ipsius Henric* de recepeionef sicut continetur ibidem, Et 
in vadijs Hugonis Swayn, pronisoris Palacij Westmonasfeny et 
alio9'Mm Maneriorz^m Eegis, capient^'s per septmaTjam ij s., a pred^'c^o 
xij** die Jul^*, anno xiij**, vsqwe xvij*** diem Jun?}', anno xiiij*^, sciKcet, 
per Cj septimanas infra d^c^wm tempus huit^s compoifi, x li. ij s., per 
bre?ee Keg?^ de prtuato sigillo do-tum xix^ die Aprik'^^, anno xiij^,^ 
Themurarw et Baronibws huiws Scaccarij directum, quod est inter 
Gommunio. de te?'mi?jo Sa?*c^i Hillary/, anno xiiij** ; per quod brewe 
Eex mandauit eisdem ThesflMrotno et Baronibx^s, q«od prefato 
Oalfn'cZo, Clerico dictd^mm operac^onTlm Eegzs, per ^di,Qxamentum 
suum et testimomwm ContrfltrotMlator^s earw^dem operacionum Eeg^5, 
vadia ijs. pe?' septimana7?i per ipswm Galfri^^^m. soluta p?'efato 
Hugoni, prouisori rerw??! necessariar^^??^ dtc/is operib?<5 pertinencium, 
aceciam vadia vel regarda si??ieliter per ipswm soluta alijs pi'ouisori- 
hus pro eisdem operac*o?2ibi/s diuersfs vicibws, quando ipsi extiterunt 
occupati circa prouidencias- faciend^s p?'o eisdem operac^o?iib«5, 
a die quo idem Oalfnc^us primo extitit oneratus de d^'c^ officio 
1 7th in the writ, No. 228. » 3^0. 242 (2) ; and see No. 222. ^ jifo, 218.' 
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Buo, et qwamdiu exit in eodem officio, allocari faciant, mmt 
conUnetur Et in vadijs Johanms Pritwell', prouisoris 

XQTum necessariamm infra Palaciu??i y^^Bimamstmj et Turrim 
Londonie, ac vadijs Petri Cookes, prouisoris Mane?-ij de Eltham, 
vide^Ace^, in persoliiczowem Motovum vadiomm moium per supmdzc^os 
DCCvj dies infra diidnim tempus hnius compo^i, xxli. xjs. xd. ; 
viAelicety dicto JohaTini iiij d., et dzcfo Petro iijd., pe?- diem, per 
idem hrem Eeg^'s, sicut zonUnetur ibidem, et sicw^ hmu^modt] vadia 
allocantzw* in com pods precedentib'Mg. Et in vadijs Gill'i, Gardinarij 
died Manerij Eegfs de Eltham, ac vadijs WiWelmi de Eokyngliam, 
Gardinarij de Shene, in pe?'soluc«07iem d*c^or«m vadiorwm suorwm 
per predic^os DCCvj dies, xvij li. xiij s., videZ?'ce#, vtriqz^e eorww iij d. 
per diem, per brewe Eeg^s de p?*«uato sigillo datwm xxvj*° die Octo5?**«, 
anno xiiij**,^ prefato Galfn^^o inde directww ; pe?* quod brewe Eex 
mandauit eidem GalfricZo, q«od prefatis GiU'o et WilleZwio, 
Gardinarzys, id quod eis debetwr de vadijs suis causa officionw?i 
suorwm, pr^? tempore quo idem Galfr^Vius stetit in officio suo, et sic 
de tempore in temp2^5 qwamdiu idem Galfrtc^us steterit in dic^o 
officio et ijdem Gill's et WilleZww^ steterint in dtc^is officijs suis, 
solui faciat, sicut conUnetur ibic?em. Et in factura duorwm 
ecaffaldorz^m in Smythfeld', London', pro Eege et Eegina et alijs 
Domtnabw5, ^ro hastilud^ys ibicZem, mensibtts Maij et Ootobrisy infra 
dictum tempus huitt* compofi, viij li. xij s. vj d., per duo bre«ia EegtJ 
de pnuato sigillo, quorum pn'mum datwm est primo die Juk}*, anno 
xiiij°, Thesawrarto et Baronibz*s huiw5 Scaccarij directw??2, quod est 
inter Communia, de termiwo Sawc^i Hillari/, eodem anno ,2 et secundum 
brewe da.tum est iiij** die Octohris, dicto anno xiiij*,^ prefato Clerico 
dic^arw??i operaczonum 'Regis inde direct«£??i, et super hunc compoi^tim 
liheratumj sicut cont^'we^w ibic^em. Et in perdonaciowe viginti 
librarwm per ipmm Eegem de graeia, sua specz'ali fac^a prefato 
Galfri(io, Clerico dictdivum operac*onu??z Regis, de quibus quidem 
XX li. idem GalfrzcZus felonico depredatus fuit apud le Eonle Oke, 
tercio die Septembr^'s, d*c^o anno xiiij", infra dzc^um tempus huiws 
coxsipoti, XX li., per brewe Eegw de prmato sigillo dat7im vj*** die 
January}', d*ci^o anno xiiij**,* Thes«wrar«o et Baronibws huiws Scacca?'ij 
directum, quod est inter Gommimia. de termi?20 Sancti ILillm^ij, eodem 
anno ; in quo quidem brewi int^r cetera conUnetur, quod Eex de 
gmcm sua specmli pe?'donauit eidem Galfr«c?o pred^'ci^as xx li. , de 
quibws idem Galfn'c^us felouice depredatus extitit apud le Foule Oke, 
tercio die Septembrt^, anno xiiij**, per quod bretie Rex mandauit 
eisdem Themurario et Baronib2i5, qwod ipswm Galfr/c^um de 
predic^is xxli. in compo^o suo exone?'ari et quietu7?i esse faciant 
causa supradtc^a, sicut continetnr ibidem. 

Sttmma Expensarwm et vadiorti??i pred^'cto^m — M^Cxxx li. viij s. 
xj d. ob. Et debe^ Ixxix li. xviij s. j d. ob. Idem leddit com^o- 
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turn de eodem debt^o. In thesauro, llich^7. Et in mrsis et 
expensis per predic^ttm Galfn'^^t^m fac^is et appositis circa 
reparactowem et emendacto?*em Capelle Eegts CoUegialis 
Saricti Georgij infm Castrum Regts de Wyndesore a xij® die 
Julij, anno xiiij'', vsque viij*"* diem Jul*/, anno xv®, Cli. 
xvij s. iiij d., siciit coniinetur in compofo suo iiide inmediate 
infra. Et haihet superplusa^iwrn xx li. xix s. j d. ob. Qui 
certificantwr in CanceZZariam Eegis, xvij" die l^QMembrts^ mm 
XV**, per brette Eeg^s irro^wZato* in MemoraradE^ de a»no xv* 
RegiV huiws, termmo Michoefis, votvlo ^ounAo* 
^Qoecpio niortui stauri. — * * * 

[Here follows a long catalogue of goods, utensils, and materials, including, 
(1) in Westminster Palace, one image of brass, two images of atone, seven images 
made in the likeness of Kings ; two great "fanes" lately made for the great 
Hall ; "certain parcels of a car {carte) made for King Edward, viz., two pairs 
of wheels bound with iron ; " twelve hurdles for scaffolds ; one pair of double 
lists containing in circuit 32 perches ; (2) in the Tower of London, " 6 machines 
and one tumbril {trihugeU\ otherwise called one small machine ; of whicli 
(machines) one axe, one iron pin {cavill*) called wynchepin, nine byndyngcordes, 
and three wheels are altogether worn out ; " one ramme, etc. ; 100 round 
stones called engine stones ; and other goods at Shene, Eltham, etc. All these 
were received by Chaucer from Roger de Elmham, late Clerk of the Works, by 
Indenture, No. 216.] 

Liberacio stauri mortui. — Idem computat expeudisse super operi- 
hus predtc^is tain infra dicttm Palacimn et Turrim, quam infra 
Maiieria, parcos, logias, et mutas -predictor , per pr^dec^wra tempus 
huitt^ conipo^i, j qwart. viij lb. stanni pro soudur', xxx petras de 
Stapulton' infra Palacium WestmonasteviJ ^ j mounceir et dimidium 
plastr' albt abduett de Turri Londome yaque Shene, et ibidp??i 
expenditzw?!', j cribrt*m infra Manenu?» de Shene, ij wag' plumbi, j 
boir pro mortar^'o intus portando, j tribulum ferrt infra Msxievmm de 
Eltham, xxxij pec i as maererni}' non scapulatas, vij estiichbordes, 
dimidiitJTi mouncelF plastr', xx gvossos clauos cmn csiipitibus stanuates, 
ij crowdewayns, iij tribulis (sicj^ iij cribra, qnovum ij debih'a, ij 
boUes, ij trayes pro plastr' intus portando, j picois' infra Maneriu??^ 
de CMldrelangley, j tribulwm ferre, ij tribula non ferrata infra 
Maneriwm de Kenyngton', per predtc^tcm brewe "Regis patens anno- 
tatum supra in titulo huim compo^ii sicut Goniimtur in ^edictis 
rot«lo et contrarotttlo de particwlis. Et liberasse Johawni Gedney, 
Clerico operacionum Eeg26' infra Palaciuwi, Turrim, et Maneria pre- 
diQtdj Yidelicet : Infra dictum PALACiUAf Westmonasteru : viij 
paraJa aundyrnes, quorum- ij pedes frangu?itur et deuastantz^r, j par 
RcipporM7?z, j patellam, j rake, j iadel, j soudur' pro officio Plu?Kbar{;, 
j yma^inein eiis, ij ymagtwes lapidea^ non depicta6', vij ymsigines 
facias ad simtlitudinem Eeguwi, xv clauo^ voca^os cleryngnayir pro 
officio Vitriar^y, ij molend^na manuak'a, qnovum deficiunt ij pma 
wynches, j lathe pro officio Carpentary, j parua??j campana??^ 
voaatam Wyron', j gsoss?im fern' cum toto apparatu, j crowe fern*, j 
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instramentttwi vocatwm Ram me, cuius stipes frangitwr et deuastatt/r, j 
grosms anulws in supe?iori parte, et lea staynghokes frangunt«/r ei 
deuastantwr, j trabem f e^r^ stannat*, cum statera lignea, diue?'sa pondem 
plumbi continents CCxljib., ijgro^sa fanes nuper facta pro magna 
Aula, ij spyndeir fern pro eisdem, j olla[w] plumbeam pro glutine, v 
ca8«*5 fern p?'o fenestm vitms, qertis {sic) parcello^ wnius carre facte 
pro Kege Edwardo, videlicet^ ij pam i^tarum ferro ligatarwm, iiij 
pecto pro celura came?'e, viij pec*a* ordinatas pro oootora dictQ 
camera, iiij peczas pro costts Aula, j somer cum ax', ij stayngbarres fern 
stannaU', xij pec^as maerem^y pro carra predic^a, j countr' coopertw??z 
da nouo cnm viridi panno pro domo comport^ j scopp', j botell' pro 
incausto, j pixidem pro ptduere, j picois', ij scalar, j cabeli', xij 
hirdles pro scaffaldes, j par de list' duplic«&2^5, continent^'^ws in 
circuitu xxxij perticatas, xxj panello^ vitri in coBibm fern firmatos 
pro fenestrt^ came?'e Eeg*s, Ciiij^^v petra^ de Stapulton', continentes 
xliij doliata*, j par potantegarnett' pro quodam ostio, j par gross' 
potentegarnett' cutw iiij boltes farri, ij colers farri nuper facta pro 
quodam ponte vertibibi (sic), xij petras de Reigate pro ij fenestris, iij 
vertiuellos ferr^ pro ostijs, iiij hopes ferrz p?'o rotis carr', ij anulos 
ferrt pro barrur' predictorzfm list', j weterevi trab<sm pro ponder', j 
vetw5 ferrament?/?w, ij tabula*' pro officio Yitriare}', qnsLrwn j est pa?Tia, 
ij slynges pwr le Crane, ij tribula ferrt, quorwm j debil^, ij crowde- 
wayns. Infra. Turrim London/js : v macbinas, j tribugett?*?n, alias 
Yocattim j paruam machinam, quarwm j ax' et j cauillws ferr^ Yomtus 
wynchepyn, ix byndyngcordes, et iij rote omnino deuastantwr, j par 
auridyrnes, j fern', cniits virga perusitatwr, j ramme cum toto apparatu, 
excepta j drawyngcord*, que frangit^r et deuastatwr, j campana?w 
voca^am Wyron', j fryingpanne, ij crowes ferrf, ij grossos vertiuellos 
hni, j gross' barrur* ferre, j patellam, j rake, j ladel pro officio 
Plumbar^y, C petras rotundas Yocatas engynstones, j petra9?z marmo- 
ream, j lathe pro officio Carpentar^y, j ferramento (sic) rocatum grate, j 
Tetws ferramentwm defractt^m, j tribulwrw ferratwm, v scatfoldhirdles, 
V scalas, et vj crowdewayns. Infra Manjjjjium db Shene : v par^a 
aundyrns, v furcas f er^^ pro camera Regis, j par scippor?*m debiUV^m, 
ij trendell' aris, j cord' pwr le Crane, j picois', j crowdewayn debile, ij 
tribula fe^r^, j vanga?^ pro operibzis Gardina^^y, j tinaw, iij tabular 
mensales cum iij paribus tristellorwm, j ho we, iij formulas. Infra 
Ma^erivm db Elth^m : j howe, j vangaw pro ope?nbz*s ga^din^, j 
jilnmbum operatw??z pro furnacz, j fern', j brook' cum toto apparatu, 
xij scaffaldloggei.', j crowe ferr^', j picois', j crowdewayn, iiij scaffald- 
hii'dles, j bokett', j cable defractw??z, j bosse, j tinam debile??i, j 
scoraot^r, j ladell', j soudur' pro officio Plumbarty, j dragg' ferrt pro 
mundaciowe stanni, j cord' p?*o ponte ve/'tibili, j pipam vacj^am pro 
aqua intus portanda. Infra MANERfcrjif db Kenyngton* : iij paria 
aundy[r]nes, ij scala?n, Infra Manbr/w de Langlbt : x pecia* 
maerem^/ fabricatas, ij logges scapulata, j resne,. liiij raftres, xxxviij 
pectas maerem*y non scapulatas, xxj estrichbord', j crowdewayn, j 
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bolle, j traye pro plastr' intus portando, j mattok*, j vm^am ferri, iiij 
grosses vertiuellos cum iiij stonhokes pro eisdem, j nouww cable, j 
cTihrum. Infra Mat^erivm db Byflete : j instrumentwrn vocatum 
biir et j cord' pro ope?'ib2*s ib^n'em: per predic^z^m hveue /Regis 
de magno sigillo supra in titulo hums conipo^i annotattiw, et "per 
indenturam ip^ius Joha?^?^is de recepcioney sicut conUnetur ihidem, 
De quibtt^ qnidem viij panZ>MS aundyrnes et alijs diuorsis reb?*5 
supt'adicds idem Johannes debet respondere. Et TespoTidet infra. 

Johannes Gedney, Clericus op6'>*acionum RegzV, [blank] de viij 
paw&ZM? aundyrnos et alijs reb?/5 svupradiGfis, veeeptts de Galfne^o 
Ghauncer, p^r indenturam, sicut supra continetur. 

238. 

1391, June 17. — Account of John Qedeney^ Cfhaucer's successor in the 
office of CIei*k of the Works, beginning at this date, 
[Foreign Accounts, 18 Ric. IL, fonilaE«] 
Midd'. — Gompotns Johanms Gedeney, quern Eex per kVeras 
suas patentes dato^ xvij** die Junij, anno regni sui xiiij^, penes ip^-^tm 
Jdhannem remanew^e^, inte?- cetera assignauit ad operaciones Palacij 
sui We^tw^onasterij, Turris London^e, [etcj * * * [ad] talia 
vadta et per modum p*out Qi^xido Chaucer, nuper Cle?ico 
operacionum Reg«s predtc^amm, in casu consi^?^^li ant[e] hec tempora 
allocata extiter«n# * * * a suprad^c^o xvij° die Junij, anno xiiij®, 
ante que?n diem prefatus Qalfr«t?us Chaucer inde computauit, Eoift^o 
xiiij**, "Siotido CompoiforMm, vsqz^ xvij"* diem Junij anno xvj**. * * * 

239. 

1391, July 8. — Writ to Chaucer to resign to Gedney the repairs of 
St. Geoi*ge*8 Chapel, Windsor, 

[Exchequer Accounts, Worka, Vtt •] ' 
EiCARDUS, Dei grac?a Rex Anghe et Francte, et Dommws 
Hibernte, dilec^o [sibi Cralfrido Chaucer] ,i Clerico operacionuw 
jxostY'Arum, salwifem. Cum assignauerimt^s Joh«nnem Gedeney, 
Clericnm operacionuwi predec^arwm, ad Capellam nosifram Collegialem 
Sa?2c^i Georgij infra Cas[trum nostrum de Wyndeso]re, que minat^^r 
ruine et in punctu ad terram cadendi existit, nisi cicius fac/a et 
emendata fuerit, sufficienter fieri faciendaw, secwndtan ordinaczonem 
et auisaraentu?n Consilij nos^ri, et ad qued[am alia] in Ktois nos^ris 
paten tib?is inde confectis contenta facienda et explenda, prout in 
eisdem kVeris plenius continetwr : tibi precipimw^, qwod te de 
premissis faciendts sen exequend^ nullatenus intromittas, volumiis 
enim te exnunc erga nos exonej-Mi. Teste me ipso, ad {sic) West- 
monasterium, viij. die Julij, anno vegni nostri quintodecimo. 

Burton'. 

^ The writ is partly decayed, and Cliaucer's name has entirely disappeared. 
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240. 

1391, July 8. — Ohaucef^B AcGount as Clerk of the Worlcs at St, 
George's Oliapel, Windsor, from 12th July 1390 to this date. 
[Exchequer L. T. B. Foreign Accounts, 14 Ric. II., fonila 0.] 

Db bep^kac/ohb Capbllb Collegialis Gborgij infra 

Castrum db Wynbbsorb, a xij** die Julw, anno xinj% vsqct^ 

VIIJ"* DIEJIf JuiiZ/, ANNO XV**. 

P^A BUNDBM^ OALFRJDCrjn [CHAUNGEB]. 

Wyndbsorb. — OoMPorcr5 Galfr/tii ChaUTicer, quern Eex, per 
hVeras suas patentes, datos xij® die July, anno xiiij^,^ inotulatas in 
Onginalibm de eodem anno, assignauit Cle?'icu??^ ad Capella??^ Eegis 
Collegialem 8ancti Georgij infra Castrum "Regis de Wyndesore, que 
minatwr ruine et in punctu ad terram cadendi existit, nisi cicius 
fac^a et emendata f uerit sufficienter, fieri faciendam, et ad lathamos^ 
carpentariofi, et alios operarios et laboratores pro o^eiihus eiusde??^ 
Capelle neccessarios, vbicumqzie infra libertates vel extra, feodo 
ecclesie dumtaxat excepto, inuemri poterunt, per se et deputatos 
SUDS eligendos et capiendo^, et eos super operibMS predtctia ponendoa, 
ibidem ad vadia Eegi5, qwamdiu indigue?it, moratums, et ad petras, 
inaeremiu?n, vitrum, plumbu??i, et omnia, alia pro opera ceo7iib?is 
pred^c^is necces^aHa, aceciam cariagium pro premissis ad Castru??^ 
predtc^/im, ad locum vbi Capella sic fac^a fuerit, ducendl^5, capiendo, 
pro denartY^ Reg^'s ra^ionabiliter soluendt^, tarn pro premissis quam 
'pro cariagio predtc^o, per superuisum et testimomMm Contrarotwla- 
tom operac^onum Regzs Palacij sui Westmonasterij ; videlicet ^ tarn 
de hmiLsmodi vadijs, misis, et expenses per ip^wm Galfr^dum iactis 
super opeiihus predictis, qmm de stauro mortuo ibidem remanente, 
a predicfo xij® die JuUy, anno xiiij**, vsq^^e viij™ diem Juhy, anno xv**, 
per visum et testimonium WilleZmi Hannay, Contrarotwlatom 
dictamm operac^onuwi Reg?'s ibide/n, quo die Rex, per kVeras suas 
patentes, assignauit Johcmnem Gedney, Cle?T.cu??i operac^onum Reg^V, 
ad Capellam Regis sup?'ad?c^am sufficieuter fieri facie nda?;?, per brewe 
Regis de magno sigillo datum eodem viij° die Juk}*, anno xv°, per 
quod brette Rex precepit dicto Qdlbido, quod se de premissis 
faciendts sen explendis nullatenus intromittat; a quo die idem 
JohaTiwes est inde computaturas. 

Expense. — Idem computat in Cj doliatis petre de Stapulton' et 
CO carectatis petre de Reygate emptis pro fac^ura et emendacto?ze 
dictQ Capelle Regts Sawc^i Georgij infra d^^c^wni Castrum de 
Wyndesore nondum expenditzs, vnacu??^ frettagio, batellagio, et 
cariagio d^ci^e petre de diuersis locis vbi empte fuerunt et prouise 
vflqz^e Castrum p?•ed^c^wm ; necnon vadijs trium laborarior2im ope- 
rancium circa oneracionem et exoneractonem diuersarwm carectarw??i 

* This Account immediately follows No. 237 on the roll. 

* No. 221, dated exactly a year after No. 209. 
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cu»^ petra petra (sic), ac posic^«e[in] eiusdem infra magnam aulam 
Castri pred^c^i, per xvj dies; ac vadijs JohaTiwis Paule, prouisoris 
ibidew?, equitantis et laboranhs circa dec^as empctowem et prouisionem 
petre predzc^e ac cariagio {dc) eiusdem, a pn'mo die Augusti, anno xiiij**, 
vsqwe viij. diem Jul*}', anno xv**, per CCCxlj dies, vltimo die 
computato, et non pritmo, capienU's per diem iiijd., infra d^c^^wn 
temp us \i\xius compo^i — C li. xvij s. iiij d., pe?- p?•ed^c^^im bre^e Keg«s 
annofcatwm supra in titulo huiz^s compoirt, sicut continetur in quodam 
"Rotulo ipsius Galfrec?i, et eciam in quodam Eotulo pred^'c^i Contra- 
rot^^latoris de particalis, hie in Thesauro libmif^ts. De qua quidem 
petra idem Galfr^c^us debe^ respondere. Et respondet infra. 

Szf/nma expensa77^7n — Cli. xvijs. iiijd. Que allocante&r eidem 
Oalfrido in compoto suo supra,^ 

Petra de Stapulton' et Eeygate. — Idem xeddit compo#M??i de Cj 
doliatis petre de Stapulton' et CC carectat^s petre de Eeygate rece^^^t* 
de empcioTie, sicut supra Goniinetur. Quam quidem petram liberauit 
Johanwi Gedney, Clerico operactonum Eegts ibide??i, per pred«c^um 
brette 'Regis datzem viij^ die Jult}*, anno xv'*, ei indenturaw ipsiua 
Johawds de xQG&pto, sicut continetur in d^cifis rot?^lo et contrarotwlo 
de parfcicttlis. De qua quidem petra idem Johanwes debe^ respondere. 
Et TBspondet infra. 

Johawwes Gedney, Clericus operacionuwi Eegis de Wyndesore, 
Iplanlc] de Cj doliatw petre de Stapulton' ei CO carectatw petre de 
Eeygate receptis de Qslfrido Chauncer, nuper Clerico earundem 
operacionum IRQgis ibidem, per indenturam,^ sicut supra contme^ur. 

241. 

1391, July 12. — Indenture between Chaucer and Gedney as to the 
delivery of certain quantities of stone for the works in Windsor 
Castle, 

[Exchequer Accounts, Works, ^#.] 

Hbo Inbentctisa, facta inter Qmhidum Chaucer, nuper Clericum 
operacionu??* Eegis infra Castrum de Wyndesore, ex parte vna, et 
Johamem Gedenoye, Clencuw eamwdem operaceonum, ex parte 
altera, testatwr, q«od pred^c^us Gdihidy\& libe?'auit eidem Johanwi 
partict*las subscripta^, videkcet : Cj. doliatas petre de Stapilton', CC 
carectatas petre de Eeygate. In cuius rei testiwomwm presentib«s 
indewtwris partes p?^edec^e sigilla sua altematim apposuerujxt. 
Dat^i??^ apud Wyndesore, duodecimo die Julij, anno regni Eegi^ 
Eicarc^i secwjidi quintodecimo. 

[Gedney'a seal is attached : a bird, with the legend, S' Joh'is Gedeneye.] 

242. 

1391, Oct. — A File of sixteen documents subsidiary to CJiaucer^s 
Accounts as Clerk of the Works, referring to repairs and works 
1 In No. 237, p. 306. » j^fo. 241. 
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at Westmhisier^ the Tmvery Windsor, and elsewhere ; and. consist- 
ing of Writs^ Indentures f and Beeeipts, between June 1389 aiid 
Oc^o&e?- 1391.1 

[Exchequer Accounts, etc., Works, ^if^.] 

1. Indenture between King Richard 11. and John Westcote of 
London, Williato Jancook of Maydeston, and Thomas Crompe of 
Otteham, masons, who undertake to do certain works in the Tower 
of London, by the advice and under the oversight of " the King's 
Treasurer, Sir John Hermesthorp, and the Clerk of the Works, and 
Henry Yevele." Dated on the morrow of the N^ativity of St. John 
the Baptist, 13 Eic. IL [25 June 1389.] {In French.) 

2. Writ to G-eoffrey Chaucer, Clerk of the Works, commanding 
him to pay to Henry de Yevele^ the arrears of 12d. a day granted to 
him by King Edward IIL, and confirmed on 7 March 1 Eic. IL, 
from that date. The grant was made to him for all his life, viz. 
during the Works " in the Palace of Westminster and the Tower of 
London. Dated 27 Sept. 13 Kic. IL [1389.] 

3. Indenture between Roger [Elmham], Clerk of the Works, and 
Geoffrey Chauncere, Clerk of the same Works, [testifying the 
delivery to the said] GeoflErey of numerous parcels of dead store in 
the Palace of Westminster, the Tower of London, and certain manors, 
including andirons, images of brass and stone, seven images made 
in the likeness of kings," a lathe for the carpenter's office, a small 
bell called ** Wyron," etc. Dated air Westminster, 10 Nov. 13 Eic. 
II. [1389.] (Decayed and faded. The counterpart of this Indenture 
has been printed before, No. 216.) 

4. Writ to Geoffrey Chaucer, Clerk of the Works in the Palace 
of Westminster, to pay to the King's clerk, William de Hannay, the 
arrears of his wages of 12d. a day, granted to him by letters patent- 
of 8 May, 12 Eic. IL, whereby he was appointed to make, oversee, 
and control all purveyances, purchases, and payments for the King's 
Works at Westminster, the Tower, Windsor, and many other places 
(specified), etc. Dated 16 Feb. 13 Ric. IL [1390.] 

5. Eeceipt by Master Henry Yevele, the King*s chief Mason, for 
several sums paid to him by Oeoffrey Chaimcer, Clerk of the 
Works. Dated on the morrow of St. Michael, 14- Ric. IL 
[30 Sept. 1390.] 

6. Portion of a Writ of Privy Seal of King Richard IL to , 

mentioning William Hannay, Controller of his Works in the Palace 
of [Westminster,] and " procheines joustes, selonc lauys de les vsshers 

denos^reCh " Dated at Westminster, " le qua . . 

» [4 Oct. 1390 q 

^ These were first described by Dr. Fumivall, in Trial- Forewords y p. 132. 
His office is not stated here ; elsewhere it is stated that he was the Chief 
Mason ; see No. 237> p. 304, and § 15, below. 
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7. Writ of Privy Seal " a nos^re ame Esquier Geffrey Chaucer, 
Clerc de no2 ouereignes," to pay the wages of "noz amez seniantz 
Guilliani,^ Gardiner de nosifre Manoir de Eltharo, et William [Eokynjg- 
ham, Gardiner de nos^re Manoir de Shene." Dated 26 October, 

14 Eic. II. [1390.] {In French; much faded.) 

8. Eeceipt by William Hannay, Controller of the King's Works, 
for 28Z. 8s. as wages, paid by Geoffrey Chaucer, Clprk of the King's 
Works. Dated 12 Jan. 14 Eic. IL [1391.] 

9. Writ to Geoffrey Chaucer, Clerk of the Works, to pay the 
wages of Eichard Swift, the King's master Carpenter and " dispositor 
of the King's Works, at 12c^. a day, from the date of his appointment, 
1 Jan. 1 Eic. IL [1378.] ' Dated 14 Feb. 14 Eic. II. [1391.] 

10. Eeceipt by Eichard Swift, as above, for 18Z. 5^,, paid by 
Geoffrey Chaucer, Clerk of the Works. Dated 15 Feb, 14 Eic. IL 
[1391.] 

11. Writ to Geoffrey Chaucer, late Clerk of the King's Works, 
to deliver up his office, rolls, etc., to John Gedney, who has been 
appointed in his place. Dated 17 June, . 14 Eic. IL [1391.] {See 

full copy^ under date.) 

12. Writ to [Geoffrey Chaucer,] 2 late Clerk of the King's 
Works, not to intermeddle with the repairs of the Coilegial Chapel of 
St. George within the Castle of Windsor, which is very ruinous and 
on the point of falling to the ground, those repairs having been 
Committed to John Gedney, Clerk of the Works. Dated 8 July, 

15 Eic. IL [1391.] {Decayed, See full copy, under date.) 

13. Indenture between Chaucer and Gedney, witnessing that the 
former had delivered to the latter "101 tons of stone of Stapilton, 
[and] 200 cartloads of stone of Eeygate." Dated at Wyndesor, 
12 July, 16 Eic, IL [1391.] {See full copy^ under date,) 

14. Eeceipt by William Hannay, Controller, for 6?. 18s. as wages, 
paid by Geoffrey Chaucer, [late] Clerk of the King's Works. 
Dated at London, 1 Oct. 15 Eic. IL [1391.] 

15. Eeceipt by Henry Yevelee, chief Mason, for I85. b\d. as 
wages, paid by Geoffrey Chaucer, late Clerk of the King's Works, 
Dated 11 Oct. 15 Eic. II. [1391.] 

16. Portion of an Indenture between Geoffrey Chaucer, late 

Clerk of the Works, and , [touching the delivery 

by the former 1] of materials, tools, vessels, goods, etc. The following 
passages remain : " vniws carr* facte, pro Eege Edwardo, viz. 
ij par' rotan^m ferro ligato'-wm" ; "xij pec' meremij pro carra 
predicts " ; " scaffold', j. par de lystes duppll' continent' in circuitu " ; 

1 ''Gillott" was Gardener at Eltham, 11—13 Kic. IL, 1387-89.— Hannay 's 
Account, 473/5. ^ JC^ame decayed. 
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"ix anur ferr' pro barrur* predict' listen;" etc. The Manors of 
Eltham and Kenyngton are mentioned towards the end. Dated at 
Westminster, 7th ^ 

243. 

1391, Nov. 12. — Mandate to the Exchequer to account ivith Chancer 
as Clerk of the Works, and to pay whatever is due to him, 

[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, Mich., 15 Ric. II., Brevia, roll 31 d.] 

Pro Galfric^o 1 Rex, Tkemurario et Earonibws suis de Scaccario, ac 
Chance, J Camerar^'^ suis, salutem. Cum duodecimo die Jidij, 
anno regni nostri terciodecimo, per h'^eras nostras 
patentes, constituerimw« et assignauerinm^ dikcjfMm nobis Galfr^^?^^m 
Ghaucer Clericnm operacionum nostva,xmn apud Palacium nostuim 
Westmonasterij, Turrim nos^ram London^e, Castrum de Berkhamsted', 
et Maneria nostra de .Kenyngton' et Eltham, ac alia maneria et logia 
nostra, ac ad lathamos, carpentarios, et alios operarios et laboratores 
quoscumqwe, qui o^eracionibus pred^c^is necessarij fueHnt, eligendos 
et capiendo^, et in dictis operac^'ombws nosMs ponendos, super eisdem 
operacionibt^^ ad vadia nostrsk moiatnro^, necnon ad petras, maere- 
mium, ei omnia alia necessaria pro eisdem operacto^ibus, ac cariagium 
pro eisdem maeremio et alijs necessarijs ad loca predtc^ p'o denarijs 
nostn& per iipsura QKlftidtaxi soluendt«, per se et deputatos sues 
capiendo et prouidenda, et ad quascumqz^e soluctoJies, tarn p?'o 
vadijs dictomm operariorwrn, quam pro em^cionihus, prouidencijs, et 
cariagijs, et alijs misis et expensis quibuscumq2^e dictas operac^o?^e8 
qualitercumqwe tangentibw^, faciendoa, et ad ramos, corticem, et alia 
residua de arboribt^ pro dzc^is operac^onibtt^ prouisis ad opus 
noetium vendenda, et nobis de denarijs inde prouenientibt^s respon- 
dendum, percipiendo pro vadijs suis in ofl&cio pred^cto duos solidos 
per diem, de denarijs no^ris predictis, prout in eisdem It^eris j^l&aim 
continetttr : Vob^s, prelati Thesawrane et Barones, mandam«^, quod 
cum prefato Q^Hiido, a ij^rediato duodecimo die Julij vsq^^e decimu??^ 
septimuni diem Junij iproximo preteritum, quo die Johannem Gedeney 
constituimw5 Clericum operac^nuwx ^7*edicta,Tum, de premissis com- 
putetis, vlterius fieri f acientes quod natura compoti exigit et requirit ; 
et vos, prefati Thesatirarie ei Camerar^y, de eo quod per huiusmocli 
compotum pred^c^i GalMt^i, a pred^'c^o duodecimo die Julij vsq?^e 
dictum decimu?w septimum diem Junij, eidem Galfrido deberi 
inueneritis, debitam solacioTzem de the^a^^ro no^^o ha&ere laLciatis, 
Teste me ipso, apud Westmowa^^en'ttm, xij® die IS'ouembrts, anno 
re^m nostri quintodecimo. 

* This is probably part of the Indenture between Chaucer and Gedney, 
relating to the inventory quoted in No. 237, under the head of **Liberacio 
mortui stauri.'* Gedney's file is jiet-ejEtant, and4herfrfoi?e-the counterparts of 
this Indenture and of § 13, above, are wanting. 

LIPB-REOORDS, IV. 21 
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244. 

1391, !N'ov. 13. — Mandate to the Exchequer to certify into Chancery 
the sum due to Chaucer on Ms account as Clerk of the WorJcs ; 
with the Certificate [made on Nov. 17 ; seep. 306.] 

[Exchequer Q. K. Memoranda Roll, Mich., 15 Rio. II., Brevia^ roll 2d.] 
Pro Galfri<io \ Eex, Theea«cmnV> et Baronibz*^ suis de Scaccano, 

Chancer, J sale^tem. Yolentes certis de causis certiorari que et 
quanta summa denariontm ^er nos Galfn'^^o Chaucer, 
nuper Clenco operac^'omm nos^rarwrn, in compoto suo, coram yobis 
ad Scaccarmm ^i^eddctum, vt dicitttr, reddito, de tempore quo ipse 
Clericus ope?'acionum pr'edzc^arzi??^ extitit, debetwr, vobi's mandam?^^, 
q^iod, viso compoto p?'edtc/o, nos inde in Cancellarz'am nosjfram, sub 
sigillo Scaccarij p^Ted^c^i, sine dilaceone reddatis cerciores, hoc bre^^e 
nobis remittentes. Teste me ip«o, apud 'Woi&isinonastenum, xiij® die 
Nouembris, anno legni nostri quintodecimo. 

Hoc bret^e remittitur Cancellarte, vnacum certificaciowe super 
premissis f ocf a, in hec verba : 

Pretextu huius bmewis, scratatis rotalis et memor«wdis Scaccarij 
super contenta in eodem^ compertum est, in compoto Oalfr^'c^i 
Chauncer, Clerici operacionuw Reges infrascripti, a xij** die Julij, anno 
xiij'^, V8q?ie xvij"^ diem Jun^', anno xiiij^, Rotido xiiij°, Rotwlo 
Compotorwm, qz^od debentwr eidem Galfr^'c^o xx li. xix s, 13 d. ob, (sic.) 

245. 

1391, Dec. 16. — Payment-ofSl. 13s. id.^part of the balance of 2QL 19s. 
l^d. due to Chaucer on his Account as late Clerk of the Works, 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 15 Eic IL, m. 14.] 
§ Die Sabbad, xvj'* die Decembrta. 
Galfri^^us \ Galfrido Chanoere, nuper Clerico operacionum Domini 
Chaucere. j "Regis : In denar^Vs per ipswm receptee de Johanne 
Innocent, clerico, in partem solucionis xx li. xix s. j d. ob. 
sibi debitis de superplusa^io, per compotum secum factum ad 
Scaccanwm Compo^omm de receptt's, misis, et expensis -per ipswm 
fac^is in officio suo prede'c^o, videk'cet, a xij® die Julij, anno xiij° Regis 
huius, Ysque xvij™ diem Junij proxi^no sequen^em ; quod quidem 
superplusa^mm per bre2te de magno sigUlo Thesawrano et Baronibtts 
directum certificatwr in Cancellare«m Regw, et per aliud bre?4e de 
eodem magno sigillo retowmatwr in Receptam Scatjcarij, pro solucione 
haftenda de superplus^xp'^'o predtci^o, per dici^wm brewe de magno 
sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc termino Ixxiij s. iiij d. 

246. 

1392, March 4, — Payment of a fuHlier sum of 31. 65. 8d. to Chaucer 
071 the same Account, 

[Issue RoU, Mich., 15 Ric. IL, m. 21.] 
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§ Die Lune, quarto die Marcij. 
Oalfn'c^us \ Galfnc?o Chaucere, nuper Cknco operacioIlU9^^ Domini 
Cliaucere. / Eegis : In denarns sibi liberato, videlicet, per manus 
Johawnis Donne, Joynour, de London, in partem 
solucioms XX 11. xix s. j d. ob. sibi debit** de superplusa^zo, per 
6oinpotu??i secum imtum ad Scaccar^wm Gom^torum de receptis, 
misis, et expensis per ipswm fac^is in officio suo predzc^o, videlicet, a 
xij** die Jnlij, anno xiij*" Kegis huius, vsqwe xvij"* diem Junij 
proxtwio sequentemj quod quidem sup^rplusa^mm per brewe de 
magno sigillo Th^murario et Baronib«s directum certificat«r in 
Cancellariam Eegis, et per aliud brei^e de eodem magno sigillo 
retoMmat«r in Receptam Scaccarij, pro sohicione ha^enda de euper- 
plusa^eo predic^o, per 6ictum brewe de magno sigillo, inter manda^a 
de hoc termino Ixvj s. viij d. 

247. 

1392, July 13. — Fiml payment of part of the balance due to Chaucer 
as Clerk of the Works, making 201. 6^. M. in all, and leaving 
128, j:^d. unpaid. 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 15 Ric. II., m. 10.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xiij* die Julij. 
Galfret^us \ Galfrti^o Chaucere, nuper Clerico operacebnum Domini 
Chaucere. / Eeg^'* : In denar^V* sibi liberates, per manus propreas, in 
partem soluctoms xx ii. xix s. j d. ob. sibi debit^s de 
superplusap^w?, per compotum secum fac^z^m ad Scaccarewm Comp<?- 
torum de receptis, misis, et expemi* per ip^wm iactis in officio suo 
predec^o, videUcet, a xij* die Julij, anno xiij" Eegis huius, vsqwe xvij°* 
diem Junij proximo sequentem ; quod quidem superplusap^mm per 
bre«e de magno sigillo Thesaurario et Baronibtts directum certificate in 
Cancellan'awi "Regis, eit per aliud brewe de eodem magno sigillo 
retomatwr in Eeceptam Scoccarij, pro solucione ha^enda de superplus- 
agto predicfo, per dictum brewe de magno sigillo, inter rmndata de 
termino Sanc^i MichaeZis proxmo preterite ... xiij li. vj s. viij d. 

248. 

1393, Jan. 9. — Gift of £10 by the King to Chaucer, as a reward for 
his good service during the ^present " year, 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 16 Ric II., m. 12.] 
§ Die Jouis, ix** die January. 
Galfrtdfus \ Galfrzd!o Chaucere, scutif ero : In denarm sibi liberate, 
Chauoere. J per manus proprias, in persoluc^o?^em x li., quas Dojwmus 
Rex sibi liberare mandauit, de done suo, pro regardo et 
bono seruicio per ipsitm haftito isto anno iam presente, per brewe de 
priuato sigillo, inter manda^a de termi?20 Pasche proxmo preterito 

xli. 
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249, 

1393, May 22. — Repayment to Ohaucer of 66?. Ids. id., lent by him 
for the King's Works. (See No. 230.) 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 16 Eic. 11. , m. 9.] 
Die Jouis, xxij^^ die Maij, 

QBifridvLS \ Q^Vtrido Chanc^re, nuper Clerlco ope?^ctoimm Domini 
Chauce^'e. / 'Regis : In denarf/s sibi liberatis, per manus propr^'a^, in 
persoluciowem Ixvj li. xiij iiij d., qnos Domino Eegi ad 
Eeceptam Scaccarij, per restitucw?xem vnins tallie eidem OtBlfrido 
nuper assignate, super operibws pred^c^is, videlicet, vj*° die Aprilis, 
anno xiiij*», mutuo lib«rauit^ vt patet in Eo^lo 'Recepto de eodem 
die Ixvj IL xiij s. iiij d. 

250. 

1394, Feb. 28. — Grant by the King to Chaucer of an annuity of £20. 

[Patent Roll, 17 Ric. IL, p. 2, m. 35. Godwin, App. xxii.] 
Tro QBlftido \ ReXj Omnibus ad quos eic.y salwtem. Sciatis, qtwd 
Chancer. / de gtade^ nostra, spec/ali, et pro bono seruicio quod 
dilec^is Armiger noster, GBSvtdm Chaucer, nob^s 
impendiY, et impendet in futurw?/*, concessim?*^ eidem Gal&2<lo viginti 
libras percipiendas singulis annis ad Scaccarium nostmni ad te?^mino8 
Pasche et Bancti Michae^is per equales porciowes, ad totam vitam 
suam. In cuius etc. Teste Rege, apud Westmonasfenwrn, xxviij. die 
Februarij. 

'Pe4* breae de priuato sigillo. 

251. 

1394, Dec. 10. — Payment of Ohaueex^s ne?o annuity from 28th Feb. 
to Michaelmas last. 

[I8sn6 Roll, Mich., 18 Ric. II., m. 8. Nicolas, note U.] 
§ Die Jouis, x° die Decembm. 

QaifridvLn 1 Q£^L{rido Chaucere, cui Dominns Rex nunc xxviij^ die 
Chauoere. J February proximo preterito xx li ad Scaccarmm, ad 
totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sancti MichaeZis et 
Pasche per equales porciones percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipsum 
eidem Dommo Eegi impenso et impendendo, per hYeras suas patentes 
coiLcemY: In denartw sibi liberatt^, per manus proprias, in per- 
solucto?iem xxxiij s.^ vij d. sibi libemnd!art«m de hmmmodi certo suo, 
videl/cet, pro rata a predicto xxviij** die ^ehmartj vsqwe vltimum 
diem Martij i^roximo sequentem, per bre?/e snum de liberate, inter 
mandaia de hoc tej-mino xxxiij s.^ vij d. 

1 "xxxvi." in Nicolas, wrongly. 
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Eidem Oal&u^o : In denariw sibi libe»-ato, per manus propiias, in 
pe?'SoluciOTOem x IL sibi liberand«mw de huhismodi certo suo, videHcet, 
pro te^Tnino Sawc^t MichaeZis vltimo preterito, per hveue suum d© 
liberate, inter m&ndata de hoc te^'mino xli. 

[1394-5.] — Payirvent hy the Eeeeiver of John of Gaunt to Thomas 
Okaucer, " by name Ee^ncdd Cavteys^^ of 13?. 6«. 8e^., /or tlw 
Duke^s own affairs. 

[Duchy of Lancaster, Accounts (Various), 32/21.] 
Certificate of the Account of the Eeeeiver General of John, Duke 
of Guienne and Lancaster, from 12th August in: the 18th year [of 
Eichard II.] ^ to the Purification following. 

Among the payments ; 

Item a Thomas Chaucier, de noun' Beynald' CUrteys, a luy deuz 
pvr certeines busoig^es Mons^ «... .... xiij li. vj s. viij d. 

25 sr. 

1395, April 1. — Loan' of £10 to Ghaucer on accounf of his annmty^ 
due at Easter next ; ^ repaid on 2%th May. 

[Issue Boll, Mich.,. 18 Ric. IL, m, 16. Nicolas, note U-l. 
§ Die Jonis, prime die Aprilis. 

Galfrtc^o Chauc^ei cui Idomimm Eex xxli. annwa^ ad So^ccarmm,. 
ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sa?^c^i MichaeZis ef Pasche per 
equales porciones percipienda*, p?'o bono seruicio per ip^wm eideia: 
Do?7jmo 'Kdwardo Regi impen^so, per h'Zeras suas patentes concessit', 
quas quidem hVeras Dominus Eex nunc conj&rmauit : In denarm siBi 
libe?'atw, per manus propxias, de prisstito super hnitwnodi' certo suo, 
videlicet, pro termiwo Pasche proximo future ... x li. ; vnde 
Eespondebit Postea restituit summam aubscriptam,^' yt patet in 
pelle, xxviij*' die Maij ^oximo sequence* 

254. 

1395, May 28. — Repayment hy Ghaucer of the loan of £10 made to 
him on 1st April, 

[Receipt Roll, Easter, 18 Rm. IL], 

* This is supposed, in the official catalogue, to be the 18th year of John of 
Gaunt, = 2— 3 Kic. IL; but the Duke usually adopted the regnal year of the 
King for the time being, according to his Registers. The Duke's Registers 
unfortunately contain very little after about 1385; probably a volume is wanting* 

» Easter Day was on 11th April m 1395. 

* This refers to **xli.,'* written in the margin of the roll. Under date of 
17th Feb, is a payment to a John Chancy, or Chancy, of part of his annuity of 
IOOj., granted to him for his good serviee to the King. 
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§ Die Veneris, xxviij. die Maij. 

Prestitum \ De Oalfr^c^o Chaucere x li., de denarm sibi liberate, 
reetitutu?w. J de prestito, pnmo die Aprilis vltimo preterito, 

[Note in margin :] 
Pro eodem QzMtddo^ de x li* anim/a 

255. 

1395, June 25. — Lban of «£10 to Ohaucer on aceomd of his annuity, 
dm at Easter last^ 

[Issue Kail, Easter, 18 Bic, II., m. 15. Nicolas, noteV.] 
§ Die Veneris, xxv*** die Junij. 

Qslbtdw yOsifrido Chaucere, cni Dominusi Eeornunc xxli. anntfo^ 
Chauce^u J ad Scaccanwm, ad tatam vitam suam, ad terminos S^mc^ 
Michae^is et Pasche per equales porciones percipienda^v 
pro bono seruicio per ip9?*m eidem Dommo Regi impenso et im- 
pendendo, per hVeras suas patentes concern^ : In denarm sibf 
liberatis, per manus propna^, de prestito super hmttsmodi certo suo> 
Tid&Kcet, pro tennino Sanoti Micboe^is proximo f uturo . . » x li. ; vnde 
Bespondebit. 

256. 

1595, Septw 9. — Loan of 26s; 8d, to Cfhaucer on aecaimt of hi» 
annuity. 

[Issue Koll, Easter, 18 Ric. II., m. 23. Nicolas, note V,] 
§ Die Jouis, ix*die Septembm, 

GalfncZa Chaucer, cui jyorrdrim Eex nunc xxlL Bxmuas ad 
Sca(jcan«m, ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos S<mcfi Michaeils et 
Pasche per equales porciones percipienda^, pro bono se?Tiicio ^er 
ipswm eidem Do??2mo Eegi impenso et impendendo, per h'feas suas 
patentes cor^o^e^it : In denariis sibi liberates, per manus p^^oprte, de 

prestito super certo sua xxvj s, viij d. ; vnde 

Eespo-ndebit,^ 

257. 

1395, iN'ov. 27. — Ohaucer^s armuity; payment of 8?. 6^. 8c?. out of 
£10 due to him at Michaelmas lad. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., Ric. II., m. 10. Nicolas, note "W.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xxvij^ die I^onembm. 

Oalfn'c^us \ Gblfr^c^O Chauoere, cui Dommm Eex xxli. ^xmuas ad 
Chaucere. / Sccjfccan'wm, ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sawc^i 
MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porciones percipienda^, 

^ The entry says " Michaelmas next," but this must be wrong ; the £10 was 
due at the previous Easter. 

^ Ho repaid this sum on 1st March, 1^96 ; see No. 25^. 
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pro bono seruicio per ips«*m eidem Domino Eegi impenso et 
impendendo, per liievas suas paten tes concessit : In denam> sibi 
liberal's per manus propnas, de prestito super hmus^nodi certo suo, 

videKcet, pro termino Pasche proximo' f uturo 

viij li. yj s. viij d. ; vnde 
Eespondebit, \Postea dedncunW de hmusmodi certo suo, vfc patet 
in pelle, prime, die Marcij: proKi7rw> sequentev^ 

258. 

1396, March 1. — Repayment hy Chaucer to the Excheqmr of his loan 
0/265. Sd. {See No. 256.) 

[Receipt Roll, Mich., 1*9 Rrc. 11.] . 

§ Die Mercuny, p?'tmo die Marcij. 

Prestitum \ De Galfrttfo Chaucer xxv^s* viij d.^ de denarns sibi 
restitutuw. / liberatia d© prestito. Sol. 

259. 

1396, March 1. — Chaucer^ s annuity; paynvenf of IL 13ft 4d!., the 
balance dm to him at Michaelmas last, 

[I«sue Roll, Mich., 19'Ric, 11. , m. 2(h Nicolas, note WJJ 
§. Die Mercuri/i prime die Marcij.. 

Qolbidw \ Q^Hfrido Chaucere, cui Dominm Eex nunc xx Ir. mnwas 
Chauoere. J ad Seaccarmm, ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sanc^i 
MichaeZis et Pasche, per equales poreiones percipienda^, 
pro bono seruicio perip^m eidem DowmoRegi impenso e^ impendendo, 
per literas suas patentes concessit : In- denarm sibi liberatis, ^er manus 
propria^, in pe?'solueio7iem x li. sibi liberondarum^ de huiits7nodit certo 
suo, videl^c^et, pro termino Sancti Michaelis vltimo pretsrito, deducts 
vero viij li. vjs, viijd. sibi liberates de p?'estito super huiwmoc?* certo 
suo, videlicet, xxvij'' die !N"ouembr^s vltimo p?'eterito, per brewe suum 
de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc termino ... xxxiij a. iiij^d. 

260. 

1396, April 6. — Deed by Gregory Ballard, appointing Chauce)* and 
others, as his attorneys, to t<ike seisin for him of certain lands in 
Kent, of which he had been enfeoffed by the Archbishop ef Yorh 
[Close Roll, 19 Ric. II., m. 8d.l 
De script© \ Pateat vniuersis per presentes, qimdi egoj Gregorius 
inotwlato. / Ballard', assignaui et loeo meo posui dilecfos niihi in 
Ghristo So^ann&m de WiIton\ Galfn'dJum Chaucer, 

^ This means that only II. 135. ^d. was paid him on that date to make up 
the £10. Here again there is an error ; " Easter " should be " Michaelmas," as 
appears by the entry of 1st March, 1396, No. 269. 
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Hiigonem de Middelfcon', et Johamem Fox, attornatos meos 
coniunctxm et diuisim ad capiendwm et recipiendtm pro me et nomim 
meo plenanam seisinam et possessionem de toto Man^rio vocato 
Spitelcombe, cum suis pertinences, ac de duobw» molendinis aquaticis 
et ommbws aliis terns, tene?^^e»iis, redditibws, et seruiciis, simnl cum 
pratis, pascuis, pastum, aquis, piscan/s, wardis, releuiis, eschaetis, 
et ceteris suis ^ei^MisxenciiSy iurib?/s, et commoditatibws quibwscumqz^e in 
Combe, Yocata Westcombe et Spitelcombe, et in viUis de Estgrene- 
wich', Cherleton', Whrytelmej'ssh', et Depford', in Comitatu Kancie, 
ac eciani de quatuor acris, tribws rodis, et tresdecim perticatis terre, 
cum fossatis et alijs suis pertine«c*;fi eidem terre adiacentibw» in 
Homemerssh*, in parochia de Estgrenewych', in Comitatu p?'ed»cfo, 
velut ex feoffamento Domini Thome de Arundell', Dei gracm Ebora- 
censis Archiep«sco/>i, AngKe Primatis, et Apos^olice sedis legati, 
BeGundum vim, formam, et effec^wm carte sue inde micbi facte. In 
cuius rei te8timoniu??^ sigillum mewn presentibws apposui. Dattwi 
sexto die ApriU's, anno Domni Millesimo COG™'' nonagesimo sexto, 
et regni Eegis Eicarc?i secw?2di post conquestum Angke decimo nono. 

Et memorandum, q?*od.pred*c^us Gregorius venit in Cancellanawj 
Regis apud Westmonasferium, primo die Maij anno presenti, et 
recognouit scriptum j^redictum et omma contenta in eodem in forma 
pred/cifa. 

261. 

1396, Dec. 25, — Loan of £10 to Chaucer on account of his annuity, 

[This loan i& referred to in No. 263, but the Issue Kolls for Michaelmas 
term, 20 Bic. IL, are wanting.] 

262. 

1397, July 2 and Aug. 9, — Two loans of 100s. eacZi to Cliaucer^ on 
account of his annuitf/, one by the hands of Richard Odyham, 

[Issue Rail, Easter, 20 Ric, IL] 
§ Die Lune, secMTido die Julij. 
Galfrido Chaucere, cui Dominm Eex nunc xxli. annwas ad 
ScaccsLrrum ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sawc^i MichaeHs et 
Pasche per equales porc^07^es pe?*cipienda5, pro bono seruicio per ipsum 
eidem Dom'no Eegi impenso et impendendo, per litevas suas patentes 
concessit : In denamV sibi liberat*s, per assignadowew fac^am isto 
die, per mantis Bioardi Odyham,^ de prestito super hmvsmodi certo 

suo C s. ; vnde 

Respondebit. 

§ Die Jouis, ix** die Augusti. 
Galfr4c?o Chauncer, cui Dominus Eex nunc xx li. ^nnuas ad 
Scaecarmm ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sawc^i Michaelis et 

^ This assignment was made on Henry Cokeham and Richard Odyham, 
Collectors of Subsidies in the Port of London. — Receipt Roll, same date. 



1397-8. cBAVcm paid £10; sued, and ordered to he arrested, 321 



Pasche per equales pomowes percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per 
ipswm eidem J)omino Eegi impenso et impendendo, per hYeras suas 
patentee conce^s*^ : In denarm sibi liberati^, per manus propria*, de 
pmtito super hmusTiiodi certo suo ... C s» 

263. 

1397, Oct. 26.— Payment to Chaucer of £10, the balance of his 
annuity for three half years. 

[Issue Roll, Mich., 21 Ric. XL, m. 6. Nicolas, note X.] 

§ Die Veneris, xxvj*** die Octobm, 

Oalfrtcfus \Galfr/t^o Channoer, cui Domni^s Eex nunc xzli. 
CbaiULcer. / annwas ad Scoccariwrn, ad totam vitam suam, ad 

terminos ^amt\ Micbae^is et Pasche per equales 
porciones percipiendoA-, pro bono se?'uicio per ipswm eidem Dommo 
Eegi irapenso et impendendo, per hYeras suas patentes concessit : In 
denarm sibi liher&tis, per manus Johanwis Walden',per assignacionem 
sibi fac^am isto die, in persoluc^owem xxx** li. sibi liberandarwm de 
hmtismodi ceHo suo, videlicet, pro terminis MichaeZis et Pascbe, 
anno xx*^, et termino Sancti MichaeZis vltimo preterite, deductis 
vero XX li. sibi liberati^ de prestito super hmus7nodi certo suo, 
videh'cet, xxv*® die Decembm vltimo pr^erito xli., et sect^ndo 
die Julij tunc proxi?Mo sequente C s., et ix^ die Augusti tunc proxme? 
sequente Cs., per brewe suu??i de liberate, inter manda^a de hoc 
termino x li. 

264. 

1398, April 24 — May 20. — Action of Debt in the Common Pleas hy 
Isabella^ ividow and administratrix of W alter Bukholt, Esquire, 
against Geoffrey Chaucer, Esquire, for 14Z. Is. \ \d,, and against 
John Goodale of Milleford,for 12Z. 85. The Sheriff of Middle- 
sex returns that they have nothing \in his baUitvieJc], and he is 
ordered to arrest them,^ 

[De Banco Roll, Easter, 21 Ric. 11., m. 368 d.] 
MiddZe^exta. — § Isabella Bukholt, administratrix bonor?wn et 
catallorw?n que fuerunt Walteri Bukholt, Armige7*i, qui obijfc intes- 

^ This and the other two entries relating to the action against Chaucer were 
alluded to in the Athenceum of Sept. 13, 1879, p. 338, on the authority of Mr. 
Selby and Mr. Greenstreet, but no references were given ; even the name of the 
Court was not specified. Hence it has been necessary to look through many 
hundreds of long membranes, and at length this and the other entries were 
discovered by Mr. B. F. Kirk, who could not find any further reference to the 
matter in Hilary term, 1899. The allusion in the AthencBum to ** Trinity term, 

1399, " appears to be a mistake, as no entry of this action could be found in the 
roll for that term ; probably Trinity term, 1398, was meant ; but we may take 
it for granted that the action did not come to a trial, as Mr. Greenstreet 
evidenuy searched several later terms without finding any result. 
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tatus, vt dicitwr, per dXiovnatum suu??i, o^tutit se iiij*** die versus 
GalfnJwm Chaucere, Armigerum, de placito q-wod reddat ei quatuor- 
decim libras et viginti et tres denawos, et versus Joha«wem Goodale, 
de Milleford', de placito qwod reddat ei decern et octo marcas et octo 
Bolidos, quos ei iniuste detinent etc. Et ipsi non yeniunt, Et 
'preceptum fuit Yiceconnti, q«od su.minoneret eos etc. Et Vicecome* 
niodo mandc?/, q^«}d nichil ha&ent etc. Ideo preceptum est Yicecomitiy 
quod capiat eos si etc., et saluo etc., ita quod ha&eat corpora eomm 
hie a die Sanc^e Trinitatis in xv. dies e^c« 

265. 

1398, May 4. — Royal protection for Oliaucer, who has been appointed 
by the King to attend to many urgent affairs ^ but fears to be 
hhidered by plaints or suit»; to last for two years, 
[Patent Koll, 21 Ric. II., p. 3, m. 26. Rymer, viii. 39 ; Godwin, App. xxiv.] 
Pro Qaiirido \ Beo;, Omnib^^^ Balliuis et fidelib^^^ suis ad quos etc^ 
Chaucer. / salutem. Sciatis, qi^od cum dilec^um Armigerum 
no^rum Oalfri^um Chaucer ad qttamplura ardua et 
vrgencia negocia nostra, tarn in absencia q«am presencia nosMs, in 
diuersis partib?^^ infra regnum nostrum Angke facienda et expedienda 
ordinauerimws, idemqwe Q-alfritius timeat se per quosdam emulos 
SUDS per (][?^amplures querelas siue sectas dum sic negociis nostTia 
intenderit inquietari, molestari, siue implacitari^ et nobis supplicauerit, 
vt sibi in hac parte subuenire velimws : Nos, volentes pro securitate 
ip^ius GtBlfTidi prospic^re graciose, Suscepimus ii^sum Galfr/o^um, ao 
homines, terras, res, redditus, et omnes possessiones suas, in protec- 
ciowem et defensionem na*^ras speciales ; Nolentes qwod ip^e a data 
presencium per duos annos integros ad cuiuscumqwe persone sectam 
nuUaten^fs arestetwr seu aliqualiter implacitetwr, set q2;od ipse de 
ommraodis placitis et querelis, placitis terre dumtaxat exceptis, per 
tempus predzc^wm onimno sit quietus. Et ideo yohis mandamus, 
quod ipsum Galfrt^^um, homines, terras, res, redditus, et omnes 
possessiones suas manuteneatis, protegatis, et defendatis, iuxta vim, 
form am, et eSectum presenciuw litemium ia.ostY3.ru7n ; !N"on inferentes 
eis, seu quantum in yohis est ab aliis inferri permittentes, iniuriam, 
molestiam, dampnum, violenciam, impedimentum aliquod seu 
grauamen. Et si quid eis forisfacittm siue iniuriatum fuerit, id eis 
sine dilaczone debite corrigi et emendari iskciatis. In cuius e^c. , per 
biennium duraturas. Te^^e Re^e, apud Westmonasteritim, quarto 
die Maij. Per ipfiwm Eegem. 

266. 

1398, June 4— Aug. 2S.^Payments to Gliaucer on account of Ms 
annuity, the first by the hands of William Waxeombe. 
[Issue Roll, Easter, 21 Ric. II., m. 8. Nicolas, note Y.] 
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§ Die Martis, quarto die Jiinij. 
Oalfrtc^us Y Galfn^o Chaucer, cui Dominm Kex nunc xx li. mmias 
Channel. / ad Scaccam^m ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Bawcrt 
MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porczones percipiendo^, 
p?*o bono seruicio per v^max eidem 'Domino Eegi impenso impen- 
dendo, pe?* kVeras suas patentes concemY : In denariis aibi libmiU>, 
per manus Wille^mi Waxcombe, in persolucicmem xli, sibi liber- 
andarwrn de huitfswo«^t certo suo^ videlicet, pro termifto Pasche 
praxzm^pjieterito, per brezie suum de liberate, inter mandafa de hoc 
termifio ... ... ... ... ... ,,. ... xli. 

§ Die Mercur«y, xxiiij*'* die Julij. 
Galfr2'(ius \ Galfnc?o Chaucer, cui 'Dominm Eex nunc xx li» ann?^as 
Chaucer. / ad Scaccarmm ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sawc^i 
MichoeZis et Pasche per equales porciones percipienda*, 
pro bono seruicio per ipsMm eidem Dommo Eegi impenso et impen- 
dentf 0, per It^eras suas patentes concea^^ : In denariis sibi liberatfff, 

per manus proprto*, de prestito jsuper hvXttsmodi certo suo 

vj 8. viij d. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

[Ihid,, m. 14.1 
§ Die Mercurty, xxxj. die Julij. 

Galfric?o \ Galfri'c^o Chauncer, cui Dommws Rex nunc xx li. 
Chauucer. J antiwar ad Bcaccariwai ad totam vitam suam, ad 
terminos Sawcfi Michae?is et Pasche per equales 
porciones pe?'cipienda^, pro bono seruicio per ipswm eidem Domtno 
Eegi impenso et impendewdio, per h'toas suas patentes concern'^ : In 
denaritff sibi liberatt^, per manus proprzci^, de prestito super hmusmodi 
certo suo ... ... ... ... vj s. viij d. ; vnde 

Bespondebit. 

[lUd., m. 15.] 
§ Die Veneris, xxiij^ die August*. 

Galfrtc^os 1 QdHhido Chaucer, cui Do^mnt^s Eex nunc xxli. mmuas 
Chauneer. / ad ScaecaWimi ad totam vitam suam, ad te?'minos Sawcfi 
MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porciones percipiendas, 
pro bono seruicio per ip^m eidem Domino Eegi impenso et impen- 
dendo, per U'Zeras suas patentes concessit : In denan*J5 sibi liberati'a, 
per manus propna^, de prestito super huitts??zoc?i certo suo ... 

vj s. viij d. > vnde 

Eespondebit. 

[/WdJ,, m. 16 ; same day.] 
GalfricZos \ Galfri^o Chaucer, cui Dominm Eex nunc xxli. wocnuaLs 
Chaucer. / ad Scaccariwra ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Sanc^i 
MichoeZis et Pasche per equales poictones percipienda^;^ 
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pro bono semicio per ipa^/m eidem Dt^mino B^i impenso et impen- 
dendOy pet* le^^ras suas pateutes conc^sseY : In denam^ sibi liberaU'^;, 

par manus propnos, de prestito super hmvsmodi certo suo 

Gvj s. viij d. ; vnde 

Bespondebit. 

267. 

1398, June 12 — July 4. — Action of Debt by Isabella BukhoU against 
Ghavcer and Goodale. The Sheriff returns thai they Itave not 
hem found, and it is ordered that they he arrested, 

[De Banco Roll, Triiu, 21—22 Ric, XL, m. 431 d.] 

MxdAlesexia, — § Isabella Bokholt, administratrix bonortt?» e^ catal- 
lorwm que fuerww^ Walteri Bokholt, Armigeri, qui obijt intestat^w, vt 
dicit^tr, per attorna^ww* suutw, opM** se die versus Galfrw^wm 
Chaucere, Armigerum, de placito qteod reddat ei quatuordecim 
libras, viginti ties denarios^ et versus Johan»em Goodale, de 
Milleford', de placito qwd reddat ei decern e^ octo niarcas e^ octo 
solidos, quQS ei debent^ e^ iniuste detinent e^c. Et ipsi non \&niunt, 
Et sicut prius i^reaeptum fuit VicecomtY*, qwod, capcret eos eic. Et 
'Yicecomes modo mandaf, quod non sunt inuenti e^c, Itteo, sicut 
plur/^, capiante^r, qt^d sint hie a die ^ancti MichaeZis in xv dies e^c. 

268. 

1398, Oct. 9— ITov. 2%.— Action of DeU by Isaibella BuTchoU against 
Chaucer and Goodcde. TJie Sheriff reiw-ns that they have not 
been found , and he is ordered to put them in exigent tiU they are 
.outlawed, if not found, 

[De Banco Roll, Mich., 22 lUc 11., m. 228.] 

MiddZeseirta. — § Isabella Bukholt, administratrix bonorwwi et 
catallorM?M que fuerM??^ Walteri Bukholt, Armigeri, qui obijt in- 
testatws e^c, , per attornaf wm suum, o]>tulit se iiij*^** die versus Galfr^<iMm 
Chauc«re, Armigejnim, de placito qi«?d reddat ei quatuordecim libras, 
viginti ^ tres denan'es, et versus Johannem Goodale, de Milleford*, 
de ploc^to q»od reddat ei decern et octo marcas ^ octo solidos, quos 
ei iniuste detinent eta. Et ipsi non veman^. Et sicut plurtes pre- 
ceptum fuit Yicecomiti, quod caperet eos, si eta., et saluo etc, ita quod 
haJeret corpora eomm hie ad hunc diem, scilicet, a die Sawcti 
MichaeZis in xv dies e^c. Et Vicecomes modo manda^, quod non 
sunt inuenti e^c. Ic?eo precej^^wm est Yicewmiti, quod exigi facza^ 
eos de Comitatu in Comitatum quousqwe etc, vtlage?2tMr, si non etc, 
et si etc, tunc eos capiat, et saluo e^c.,itaqttod ha&eat corpora eorw??i 
hie in Octabis Sawc^e Trinitatis. Et vnde etc^ 

* No later entry of this action has been found ; see No. 264, 
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269, 

[1398,] Oct. 13. — Petition by Ohaucer to the King^ asking for the 
grant of a butt of loine yearly to he received in the Port of 
London^ by the hands of the Chief Butler, 

[Warrants, Chancery, series L, file 1394.] 

Ista billa concessa est per Dommwm Eegem apud Westmo^a^^ertwm, 
terciodecima die Octobw. 

Plese a nostte tressouerain seignur le Eoy granter a vostt^ humble 
lige Geffrey Chaucer voz graciouses le^^res paten tes desouz vostre 
grand seal pur prendre vn tonel de vin chescun an durante sa vie en 
port de [vostre] Citee de Londres par les mains de vo^^re chief 
Butiller qore est et qui pur le temps serra ; lui quel tonel de vin vous 
hii grantastez de wostre grace espec^ale en le moys de Decembre de 
Ian de vo^^re regne vingt et primer; pur Dieu et en oeure de 
charitee,^ 

270. 

1398, Oct. 13. — Grant to Ohaucer of a butt of tmie yearly, as above, 

[Patent Roll, 22 Ric. II., p. 1, m. 5. Rymer, viii. 61.] 

Pro Qeifvido \ 'Rex, Omnihm ad quos etc., salwtem. Sciatis, qwod 
Chaucer. / de gracm nostra, spec/ali concessimus dikc^o Armige7*o 
no^^ro Galfrido Chaucer vnum dolium vini per- 
clpiend2«m singulis annis durante vita sua in portu Ciuitatis nostr& 
Londome, per manus Capitalis Pince7*ne uostii pro tempore existentis. 
In cuius et(^ Teste Tiege, apud Weatmonasterium, xiij. die OctobreV. 

Per ipsum Eegem. 

271. 

1398, Oct. 15. — Another grant of the same, mth the addition of 
words, making the Chief Batle^^s deputy responsible. 

[Patent Roll, 22 Ric. II., p. 1, m. 8. Godwin, App. xxv.] 

Pro Galfrido \ Hex, Omrzibus ad quos etc., salutem. Sciatis, 
Chaucer, Armigero. j qwod de gracia. nostra, spemli concessimus 
dileci^o Armigfiro no^^ro Galfr2<io Chaucer 
vnum dolium vini pe?*cipiend?m singulis annis a prime die Decembr2^ 
vltimo p?-eterito durante vita sua in portu Ciuitatis nostvQ 'Londonie, 
per manus Capitalis Pincerne nostri, seu deputati sui ibidem, pro 
tempore existentis. In cuius etc. Teste Rege, apud Westmo««- 
steriumf xv, die 0<5tobn«. 

Per brewe de priuato sigillo. 

* This Bill is quoted in Mr. Selby's letter to the Athcnomm^ Jan. 28, 1888, 
p. 116. He doubted whether it is in Chaucer's own hand. 
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272. 

1398, Oct. 28. — Loan of £10 to Chaucer on account of Ms annuity, 

tissue Roll, Miek, 22 Ric, IL, m. 3, Nieolas, note Z.] 

Die Lune, xxviij** die Octobrts. 

Q9k]fridw\OtQlfrido Chaucer, cui Dominus, Eex nunc xxlL annuas 
Cliaiicer. / ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam suam, ad t^rminos saiicti 
MichaeZis et Pasche per equales porciones percipiendas, 
pro bono seruicio per ip^wm eidem Domino Eegi impenso et 
imp&ndeT^o^ per K^eias suas patentes concern^ : In denama sibi 
liberaUV, per manus propno^, de prestito super huimmodi certo suo, 
videlicet, pro termino Pasche proxmo futuro, per brewe suu?» de 

liberate, inter manda^a hoc termino ... xli. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

273. 

1399, March 20. — Gh'ant to Thomas Chaucer of an annuity of 20 
marks, 

[Patent Roll, 22 Ric. II., p. 2, m. 7.] 

The King grants to Thomas Chaucer, Esquire, 20 marks yearly, 
in recompense for certain offices [not described] which he lately had 
by grant of the King's uncle, John, late Duke of Aquitaine and 
[Lancaster, and which are now granted by the King to William 
Lescrop, Earl of Wilts ; to receive the same for term of his life, out 
of the farm of the King's town of Waljngford. Dated 20th 
March.^ 

274. 

1399, April 26 and July 9. — Payments to Chaucer of 71. I65. Sd. 
and 43s. id. in full discharge of his annuity due at Easter 
last; and a loan of IBs, 4:d. on account, 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 22 Ric. II., m. 3.] 

§ Die Sabbati, xxvj*^ die Aprilis. 

OrBMtidvis \ G-alfri^^^o Chauncer, scutifero, cui Dominus Eex nunc 
Chauncer. J x li. annuas ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam suam 
percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per i-psum eidem 
Domino Eegi impenso, per literal suas patentes nuper concessit : In 
denarm sibi liberates, per manus proprtas, in partem soluctoms x.Ii. 
sibi liberandart^m de hmusmodi certo suo, videh'cet, pj'o termiwo 
Pasche vltimo preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, inter manda^a de 
hoc termiwo vij li. xvj s, viij d. 

^ The entry says it was due at ''Easter next," but it seems to have been due 
at the Michaelmas preceding. 
3 His petition for this grant is in Chancery Warrants, series I., file 1394. 
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llhid., m. 13.] 
§ Die Mercury, ix° die Jxilij. 
Galfn'c^us \ Galfn'c^o Chaucer, cui Domi-om Eex nunc xx li. mmias 
Chaucer. / ad Sca^jcarmm ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Bancti 
MichaeZis et Pasche et Pasche {sic) jper equales porciones 
percipiendas, pro bono seruicio per ipmm eidem Domino Eegi 
impenso et impendendoy per k'toas suas patentes conoessit: In 
denams siM liberates, per manus propnas, in persoluc«owem x li. siU 
liberand^s de hwmnodl certo suo, videKcet, pro tcrmino Pasche 
vltimo preterito, per brewe suum de liberate, inter mMidata de hoc 
termiwo xliij s. iiij d, 

Eidem Qalfritio : In denams sibi liberatis, per manns propna^, 
de prestito super hxkiusmodi certo suo xiij s. iiij d. ; vnde 

Eespondebit. 

275. 

1399, Oct. 13. — Grant by Henry IV, to Chaucer, fo^^ good service 
rendered to the new King, of an annuity of 40 marks, in addition 
to the £20 given him by Richard 11^ 

[Patent Boll, 1 Hen. IV,, p. 6, m. 12. Godwin, App. xivi.] 
Pro Oal&tdfo \ Eea;, Omnibus ad quos e^c. salwtem. Sciatis, qwod de 
Chaucer, f gracio, nostra spec/ali et pro bono seruicio quod 
dilectus Armiger .nostex Galfn'^us Chaucer nohia 
impendit et impendet, concessimt^^ eidem Galfric^o quadraginta marcas 
percipienda* singulis annis durante vita sua ad Scaecanwm nostmm, 
ad terminos Pasche et Sa/ic^i Michae?is per equales porciowes, vltra 
illas viginti libras sibi p^-r Dommum ^icardum, nuper Eegem 
AnghV secundium post Conquestum, concessas, et per nos confirmatas, 
percipiendas durante vita sua ad Scaccarmm rxostmm supradic^wm. 
In cuius etc. Teste 'Rege, apud Wesimonasterium, xiij. die Octobrts. 

Per brewe de priuato sigillo, 

276. 

1399, Oct. 16. — A grant to Thomas Chaucer, 
[Patent Roll, 1 Hen. IV., p. 1, m. 27.] 
The King grants to his beloved Esquire, Thomas Chancer, the 
office of Constable of the Castle of Walyngfoid, for term of his life. 
Dated 16th October. 

277. 

1399, Oct. 18. — Confirmation by Henry IV, to Chaucer of Richard 
IL's two patents of 20 and a butt of wine yearly {Nos, 250 
and 270), he having accidentally lost the original patents, 

1 He does not appear to have received any benefit from this grant, as there 
are no payments of this annuity on the Issue Rolls ; but he continued to 
receive Richard 11 /s annuity. It may be noted that the last day of that King's 
reign was the 29th Sept. 
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[Patent Roll, 1 Hen, IV., p. 1, m. 18. Rymer, yiii. 94 ; Godwin, 
App. xxvii,] 

Tro GalfnW 0 \ "Rex, Omnihus ad quos etc. , salwtem. Constat nohis per 
Chaucer. J inspecctowem rotulorz«??i Cancellane Domini Ricardi^ 
nuper Eegis Angli'e secwzdi post Oonquestum, q«od 
idem nnper Rex litems suas patentes fieri fecit in hec verba: 
Ricardus, Dei graci& Rex Anglic et iFiancte, et Dommus Hibernie. 
Omnihtis ad quos prdsentes litere p^ruenerint, salutem. Sciatis [ete. 
See No, 250, ante.] In cuius rei testimonium has k'^eras nostras fieri 
fecimus patentes. Teste me ipso, apud 'WQ8tmo7tasterium^ vicesimo 
octauo die Yehruarij, anno regni nos^ri decimo septimo. Constat 
eciam nohis per inspecciWem rotulortt?n Cancellarte eiusdem nuper 
Regis, qteod idem nuper Rex alias h'^eras suas patentes fieri fecit in 
hec verba : Ricardus, Dei groeia Rex Angke et Francte, et Dominus 
Hibernte, Omnibws ad quos presentes litere peruenerint, salwtem. 
Sciatis [etc. See Ko. 270, an^e]. In cuius rei testimonium has 
literm no^^ias fieri fecimus patentes. Teste me ip^o, apud West- 
monasterium, terciodecimo die Octobris, anno regni nostri vicesimo 
secwwdo. Nos, pro eo qwod idem Galfr/^us, coram nobi$ in 
Cancellaria nostra personaliter constitutus, 8a,Qm7nentum prestitit 
corporale, qwod kVere predic^e casualiter sunt amisse, tenorem 
irrotalamenti earM»dem litera.rum duximus exemplificandw??* per 
presentes. In cuius e^c. Te^e Re^e, apud Westmonoa^erm/n, xviij. 
die Octobr2«, 

278. 

1399, Oct. 21. — Inspeximus and confinnation of the preceding 
confirmation. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Hen. IV., p. 1, m. 8.] 

}^ \ Rex, Omnibus ad quos e^c, salwtem. Inspeximus 
De confir- f quasdam K^eras nostras patentes quas nuper fieri 
maciowe. j fecimus in hec verba : Henricus, Dei gr«cm Rex 
Chaucer.^ j Angh'e et Francee, et DommMs Hibernie, OmnShm ad 
quos p?*esentes le^ere peruenerint, sab/tem. Constat 
\etc.y as in No. 277, reciting the two grants of Richard //.] In cuius 
rei testimonium has hYeras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. Teste me 
ipso, apud We8tm<ma«fe;*tttw, decimo octauo die Octobris, anno regni 
no5^ri primo. Nos autem, concessiones predtcfas ratas hoftentes et 
gratas, eas pro nobis et heredibt^s nostr^s, quantuni in nobis est, 
acceptamus, approbamus, et prefato Galfrtc^o tenore presencium de 
gracta nostra specmli confirmamus, prout h'^ere predict racionabiliter 
testantwr. In cuius ete. Teste Beget apud Weatmonasteriumy xxj. 
die Octobre'j?, 

Pe>' breMe de priuato sigillo. 



* The cross appears to indicate that no fees were charged. 
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279. 

1399, Oct. 23 and 26. — Two grants to Thomas Chaucer* 

[Patent Roll, 1 Hen. IV., p. 1, m. lO.J 

The King inspects and confirms letters patent of 20 March 22 
Ric. IL, granting to Thomas Chaucer twenty marks yearly out of 
the farm of the town of Walyngford, for term of his life. Dated 
23rd October. 

[Ibid,, m. 27.] 

The King grants to Thomas Chaucer the office of Constable of 
his Castle of Walyngford, and the office of Steward of the Honor of 
Walyngford and St. Walery and of the Four Hundreds and a half, 
with forty pounds a year^ for term of his life. Dated 26th October. 

280. 

1399, Dec. 24. — Lease by the Warden of St Mary*s Chapel^ in 
Westminster Abbey ^ to Chaucer, of a tenetnent siimte in tlie 
garden of the Cliapel, for 53 years, at the yearly rent of 5^8. id. ; 
terminable at Chaucer's death. The lessee covenants to repair^ 
and not to sublet, nor to harbour any one having claims against 
the Abbey y without the Warden's licence. 

[Muniments of Westminster Abbey. Godwin, App. xxviii.] 
Hec indentttra facta apud W^^imonasteriumy in Vigilia Ifatalw 
Donimi, Anno regni Regis Henrici qwarti post conquestu?«. pnmo, 
testatur, q^^od Erater Eobertus Hermodesworth', Commonachus et 
Custos Capelle beate Marie yf^s^monasterij^ ex vnanimi assensu et 
consensu Dommi Abba^is, Prioris, et Conuent«s V^Qstmonasterij 
predtc^i, concessit, dimisit, et ad firmam tradidit Galfrido Chancers, 
Armigero, vnum teneraentmn, cum suis pe?*tinencijs, situatw??i in 
gardino Capelle p?*ed?*c]fe : 'Kab^n^um et tenendw??i tene7nentum 
prcdtc^wm, cum suis -periinencijsj eidem Qslfrido a vigiU'a NataUs 
Domini pred*c^i vsque ad finem et terminum quinqwaginta et tnum 
annorum extunc proxmo sequencium et plenarie completomm: 
Reddendo inde annuatim Custodi Capelle predtcte qui pro tempore 
fuerit, seu eius certo attorna^o, ad quatuor anni termi?zos vsuaW 
equaliter, quiTiqwaginta tres solidos et quatuor denarfos sterlingorwm. 
Et si dic^a firma qza'nquaginta trmm solidorw?n et qwatuor denaT^orw??^ 
ad alique??i terminum quo solui debeat in parte vel in toto per 
quiwdecim dies aretro fuerit non soluta, tunc bene liceat Custodi 
Capelle predic^e qui pro tempore fuerit, aut eius attorna^o, in dic^o 
tenemento, cam ^pertmencijs, distringere, et di8tricc^ones capta* 
abducere, asportar^, et penes se retiner^, quousqt^e de dicta, iirma et 
arreragi/ff eiusdc^m, sique fuerint, sibi plenarte fumt satisfac;(2jm. 
Et si nulla snf^ciens districcto in dicto tQnemento, cum ipertinencijs, 
inueniri poterit, qwod tunc bene licebit Custodi dzc^e Capelle qui pro 
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tempore f uerit in dictum iexiementum^ cum suis -^eriinencijs^ reintrare, 
et in pristine statu suo tenere, presentib?/s inde/^turis now obstantibz/,9. 
Et dz'c^us Q^liSsiim tenementum predzc^wm, cum suis ipertHnencijs, 
Bumptibws et custubtis suis propn'is durante d^'cifo termino sustentabit, 
reparabit, ac manutenebit, et illud in adeo bono statu et reparatu quo 
in prmcipio recepit, seu meliori, Custodi eiusdem Capelle qui pw 
tempore fuerit in fine termini sui pred*c;fi sursum libc/'abit et dim^ttet. 
Et non licebit pred^cfo GalfrzcZo t^nementum predzc^Mnij nec oXiquam 
parcellam eiusd^m, infra idem temp2^ alicui dim^ttere seu ad firmam 
tradere, nec aliquem pnuilegia et Hbertates seu immuwitates eccle^ie 
Westmo?ias^my predicts petentem in eodem tenemewto recipere seu 
hospitare, sine licencia Custodis d^'c^e Capelle qui p?*o tempore fuerit 
et Sacriste Westmowa^^er^* pred^c^i speciali. Et si d«c^us GalMdz^s 
infra tempws ^reddctum obierit, tunc bene licebit Custodi Capelle pre- 
dic^e qui p?*o tempore fue?it in ddctum i&nementum^ cum suis 
pertinencijs, statim post obitum eiusdem Galfridi reintrare, et in 
pristino statu suo tenere, presentib?^ indenturis non obstantibws. In 
cuius rei testimonium tarn sigillum Fra/ris Eoberti, Custod^V, 
predec^i Officij sui quo vtitur, ({uam sigillum predecd Galfridi 
partibus presentis indent«ere alternatim sunt appensa. DdAmn loco, 
die, et Anno supr^dict^^^^ 

[The aeal is gone« Ancient endorsements, the second in red ink :] 

(1) Indenture inter Custo^fem Capelle et Q2i]5xidum Chauoers pro 

domo capeZZe. 

(2) Jux^a Capellam. Eirma, 1* {sic\ 

1 There are four copies of this lease in the Rawlinson MSS. In calendaring 
the muniments of Westminster Abbey, Mr. Edward Scott, of the British 
Museum, has discovered sundry later accounts refemng to this tenement, 
which was afterwards in the tenure of Thomas Chaucer. In the Sacrist's 
Account Rolls of 1 — 2 Henry VI. there is a payment of 26s. **to the 
Warden of the Chapel of St. Mary for the house of Thomas Chauceres," and this 
payment is continued [half] yearly till 1434, when the entry is cancelled, which 
fact establishes this Thomas's identity with the Chief Butler, who died in that 
year. These entries were commented on by Prof. Skeat in the AtheTixum^ Jan. 
27, 1900, p. 116, and he came to the conclusion that this proves clearly that a 
certain Thomas Chaucer, doubtless the poet's son, inherited his father's house, 
and regularly paid the rent for it." 

Mr. Scott, in a letter to me, adds : I find that Thomas Chaucer paid a rent 
of 66s. %d, [26s. M. ?] for a tenement with a garden in the Sauctuaiy near the 
Chapel, from a.d. 1413 to A.n. 1434. This tenement exactly answers to 
Geonrey Chaucer's tenement leased by him in 1399, and the payments cease, as 
in the Sacrist*s Rolls, the very year in which the Chief Butler died ; a further 
striking proof that he was Geoffrey's son." 

As, however, the lease to Geoffrey was for term of his life only, it is clear 
that Thomas could not have inherited under it, and therefore we have no proof 
here that he was Geoffrey's heir, or that he was his son. Thomas must have 
had a fresh lease ; but the fact of his succeeding Geoffrey in the occupation of 
this tenement certainly tends to establish some relationship. 
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281. 

1400, Feb. 21. — Half-yearly payment to Chaucer of Richard II 's 
annuity of £20 ; due at Micliaelmas last. 

[Issue Boll, Mich., 1 Hen. IV., m. 10. Nicolas, note AA.] 
§ Die Sabba^i, xxj*" die Februart/. 

Oalfn'^us \ Galfr/(afo Ghauncer, cui T>omin.us ^icardus, nuper Rex 
Chauiicer. / Auglie Secundws post Conqnestum, xx 11. annual ad 
Scaccarmm ad totam vitam suam, ad tenninos Sancti 
MichagZis et Pasche per equales porciOTies percipienda*, per hVeras 
suas patentes concessit, quas quidem hVeras Domitius Rex nunc 
confirmauit, vna cum ^vxeragiis super d^c#a annuitate debitz^ Ysque 
in confirmac^o?iem eam?idem : In denarm per ipmm recepte de pre- 
d*cfo Henrico [Somer, Clerico],^ per nianus ^Ticho^ai Ysk, Thesaurarij 
Cales2e, in persoluc^bwem x li. sibi aretro existenciu??^ de hniusinodi 
certo suo, videh'cet, pro termino Sancti Michae^is vltimo preten'^o, 
quas DominuB Rex sibi liberare mmdauit^ haSenda* de dono suo, per 
iveuQ de prmato sigillo, inter manda^a de hoc termino ... x li, 

282, 

1400, June 5. — Payment of 100*., part of 8L ISs, 6d, due on 
Chaucer's £20 annuity, from the date of Henry IV,* s 
confirmation.^ 

[Issue Roll, Easter, 1 Hen. IV., m. 6. Nicolas, note BB.] 
Die Sabba^i, quinto die Junij. 

Oalfn'c^us 1 Oalfr^c^a Chauncer, armigero, cui 'Dominm "Ricardm, 
Chauncer. J nuper Rex AngZ^'e Secmdus, xx li. annzfa^ ad Sc^rccarmm 
ad totam vitam suam p^rcipiendas, p?'o bono seruicio per 
ipawm eidem Domtno Regi impenso, per kYeras suas patentee nuper 
concemY, quas quidem Ittoas Dommws Rex nunc xxj** die Octobm 
i^roximo preterite confirmauit et ratificauit, ha^endo^ in forma 
predic^a : In denarns sibi liberat^'^, per manus Kemici Somere, in 
partem solucionis viij li. xiij s. v d. sibi liberandarww de hmusmodi 
certo suo, videhcet, pro rata a predict xxj° die Octobris vsqwe 
vltimum diem Marcij proxmo sequen^ewi, pe?* brewe suuw* de liberate 
inter mandai^a de hoc termi?}0 ... ... ... ... C s. 

283. 

1400, June 5. — Warrant /or payment to Thoynas Chaucer of his 
annuity of £20 out of tlie Duoliy of Lancaster,^ 

^ One of the Barons of the Exchequer, 1407. 

2 No payment was made for the days between 2Dth Sept. and 21st October. 

3 See No. 278. 
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[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 15, 61 b. Register of Henry IV.*] 
Warrant by Henry IV. , as Duke of Lancaster, to Simon Bache, 

Eeceiver of the Honor of Leicester, to pay the King's well beloved 
Esquire, Thomas Chaucer, ten pounds, being the arrears of his 
annuity of twenty pounds due at Easter last, out of the issues of the 
said Honor. Dated at York, 5th June, in the first year. 

284. 

1400, Oct 25.2 — ^ theologi(m*s mistalceii story of the death-bed 
repentance of Geoffrey GJiaucer ; with a statement that he was 
father of Thmias Chancer. 

[Qascoigne's Th-eological Dictionary y a MS. in the library of Lincobi 
College^ Oxford.*] 

Gascoigne, writing of too-late repentances," after alluding to the 
case of Judas Iscariot, continues : — 

Sic plures penitere se postea dicunt, quando mala sua et mala per 
eos inducta destruer<e non possunt; sicut Ghawserujs ante mortem 
suam sepe ckmavit, " Ve michi I ve michi ! quia revocare nec 
destruere jam potero ilia que male scripsi de malo et turpissimo 
amore hominum ad mulieres, et jam de homine in hominem con- 
tin uabuntur. Velim ! Nolim ! " Et sic plangens mortuus. Fuit 
idem Chawserus pater Thome Chawserus, armigeri, qui Thomas 
sepelitur in Nuhelm [Ewelme], juxta Oxoniam.'* 

285. 

1403, June 5. — Tlie King renetos the annuity of 20L granted by John 
of Gaunt to Thomas Chaucer at Bayonney where the Duke 
retained him for life, 

* This Register -contains a grant by Henry IV. to his ' * well beloved mother, 
Katherine, Duchess of Lancaster," of certain manors (f. 8 d.) ; and a confirmation 
to her of a house in Lytin, given her by John of Gaunt, who purchased it from 
John de Wesenham (f. 14 d.). 

2 The date of Chaucer's death, as given on Chaucer's tomb, erected by 
Nicholas Bigham in 1566. — Nicolas, Life^ pp. 42, 43, 

' This passage was -referred to in Fuller's Worthies and Chslmexi* Biographical 
Dictionary, and was first published in full in the Athencmrriy March 31, 1888, 
p. 404, in a long letter by Prof. Hales on the subject. Gascoigne was Chancellor 
of Oxford in 1434 (the year of Thomas Chaucer's death), 1442, 1443, and 1445, 
and died in 1458. As to Chaucer's alleged remorse. Prof. Hales quotes a 
paragraph at the end of the Canterbury Tales, headed, " Freces de Chauceres." 
Prof. Skeat thinks the story is based on the same final paragraph of the 
**Persones Tale, " and that a quite unfair turn *' is given to the poet's own words 
(pp. 1, li). See also Nicolas, Life, pp. 65-57, 67. 

^ Here it will be convenient to notice the following remarks by Mr. Henry 
Troutbeck, Coroner for Westminster: **I had the privilege of examining 
Chaucer's bones when they were exposed in the digging of Browning's 
grave some years back. From measurements of the principal long bones 
remaining intect, I calculated that hia [Chaucer's] height must have been about 
five feet six mtlam,'* -^Nineteenth Century, August, 1897, last page. — F. J. F. 
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[Duchy of Lancaster Registers, vol. 15, pt. 2, f. 5 b.] 
Letters patent of Henry IV., reciting that his honoured father 
[John of Gaunt] formerly by his letters patent indented, which he 
has confirmed, retained the King's very dear Esquire, Thoinas 
Chaucer, at Bayonne, to remain with him for term of his life, and 
for that cause granted him an annuity of 10/. for life out of the 
issues of the Honor of Leicester, by the hands of the Eeceiver there ; 
and afterwards the Kind's said father, by other letters patent, which 
he has also confirmed, granted to the said Thomas other 10/, yearly 
out of the said Honor ; and now the said Honor is so greatly sur- 
charged with annuities that Thomas cannot obtain payment of his 
** annuity" or its arrears. The King — considering the good and 
agreeable service which the same Thomas has done and will do to 
him in future, and that he has restored one of the said letters 
patent to be cancelled, an<l has made oath that both the said letters 
patent indented and the King's letters of confirmation of the same 
** annuities " have been casually lost, and that he will restore them to 
be cancelled if they can hereafter be found — has granted to the same 
Thomas 20/. to be received yearly for term of his life out of the 
revenues of tl)e Honor of Tuttebury, by the hands of the Keceiver 
there, with arrears from the death of tlie King's fatlier, by the hands 
of the Keceiver General of tlie Duchy : notwithstanding that he has 
the office of Chief Butler by the King^s grant, for which ho takes 
20 marks yearly from the Treasurer of the King's Household. Bated 
5 June [4 Hen. IV.] 

By bill signed and endorsed by the King himself. 

[Later note in the mai'gin ;] Void, because they [these letters patent] 
were restored. 

This patent is also entered on ff. 51 b, 52 of the same Register, 
without any note of vacation in the margin.* On f. 52 there is an 
entry of a warrant of the same date to the Receiver of the Honor of 
Tuttebury to pay 20/. yearly to Thomas Chaucer. Onf. 53 there is 
a warrant dated 25 May, 1403, to John de Leventhorp, Esquire, 
Receiver General of the I)uchy> to pay to Thomas Chaucer the 
arrears of his annuity of 20/. 

286. 

1409, May 20. — The seal of Geoffrey CIiauceTy icsed ly Thomas 
Chaucer at this date, 

[Ancient Deeds, DS. 79. Archceologia, xxxiv. 42. ] 

" This ys thentent of Thomas Chaucer, Squier," made at 
Ewelme, 20th May, 10 Hen. IV., respecting a feoffment of the 
manors of Hogenorton and Cudlyngton, and lauds and tenements in 
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other places, in the county of Oxford, and the manor of Dorton, in 
the county of Buckingham. 

Seal — legend : SL Ghofrai Chavcier. Arms — parti per pale, 
a bend over all. Eeverse (or counter-seal) — a pelican vulning itself.* 

287. 

[1420,] June 6. — Letter of Bishop Beaufort, cMuding to Thomas 
Chaucer as his cousin. 

[Facsimiles of National MSS., I., xxxvii. Deputy Keeper of Records' 
Reports, xxvi. 60.] 

Letter from Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, signed 
H. W., to his half-brother King Henry IV., dated at Waltham, 
6 th June, year not given. 

He congratulates the King on his proposed marriage [with 
Katherine of France], soon after Trinity, but regrets that he will not 
be able to be present. " Besechyng jow, my souereyne lord, to haue 
in jowr* noble remembraunce wyht' what Conclusion' of reste I 
depa9'tid laste owte of 30 wr' graciouse presence, and aftir ]j* I haue 
'demenid me syht' I kam in to thys 30wr' reaume, and wyht' goddis 
grace shall' to my lyuys ende, lyk as I trustc to godde jowr' humble 
lyge maw my Cousin Chaucer haht' pleinly enf ormid 30wr' hynesse or 
thys time." 2 

288. 

] 585, iN'ov. 3. — Order by the Court of Requests as to the payment qf 
money at CluiuceT's tomb, 
[Books of Decrees and Orders, Court of Requests, Vol. 14, f. 29.] 
Michaelmas term, 27-28 Eliz. S*"^ Nov. 
Puttenham t?. Puttenham. 

Oivler as to £45 received by John Km^er, Esquire, one of the 
Queen's [Serjeants- a t-]arms, upon a lawful tender thereof by Thomas 
Colbie, Esquire, on 31st October last, **at the tombe of Jeffrey 

^ The seal is engraved in the Ardmologia^ as above, in a paper by the Rev. 
Joseph Hunter, read 14th May, 1850. As he remarks, the bend is entire, and 
not counterchanged here, as usually stated. He describes the reverse as '*a 
pelican on her uest." The engraving is not very exact, but neither that nor 
the seal itself shows any nest. The first letter in ''Ghofrai " is doubtful. 

^ This letter was referred to by Mr. J. Hamilton Wylie in the Athermumf 
April 14, 1888, p. 468. He pointed out that it was not written by Henry, 
Prince of Wales, as suggested in the Facsimiles^ but by Bishop Beaufort, who 
was son of John of Gautit and Katherine Swynford ; and since the Bishop 
describes Thomas Chaucer as his cousin, it is inferred that Philippa Chaucer 
was sister to Katherine, and mother of Thomas by Geoffrey Chaucer. This 
would agree with Speght's pedigree. 
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Chawcer, within the church of St. Peter in Westm^wsfer, betwene 
the howers of two & fower of the clocke in the after noone of the 
same," according to a Decree made on 7th Feb. 8 Eliz. [1566}. -"^ 



ADDITIONS. 
1. 

[1341, Oct. 6.] — The King^s Butler appoints Richard Chaucer as his 
deputy in the Port of London, 

[Warrants, Chancery, Series I., iile 1644. Bntlers' Wamnts.] 

Reymund Seguyn, the King's Butler, deputes under him, in the 
Port of London, Eichard le Chaucer, for those things which concern 
the office of the Butlery ; and to collect and receive in his name the 
custom of 2^. from every tun of wine brought by foreigners, and 12c?. 
from every pipe of wine. (No date.) 



2. 

1341, Oct. 6. — Richard Chaucer is recognised hy the King as deputy 
of the Kincfs Butler^ and Collector* of duties on Wines, in the 
Poi'l of London. 

[Patent Roll, 15 Edw* IIL, p, 2, m. 9.] 

Eoyal mandate to all Bailiffs and others to be intendent and 
respondent to the King's beloved servant Reymund Seguyn, his 
Butler, who has deputed Eichard Chaucer under him in the Port of 
the City of London, for those things which appertain to the office of 
the Butlery. Dated 6th October. 

[Ibid.] 

Royal mandate to all BailifiFs and others to be intendent, 
counselling, and assistant in the Port of London to Eichard le 
Chaucer, deputy of Reymund Seguyn, the King's Butler, whom 
(Seguyn) the King has appointed to levy and collect 2s. from every 
tun and 12c?. from every pipe of wine brought by foreign merchants 
to England, to the King's use. Same date. 

* This entry is partly defaced. A similar payment is referred to in the 
Reports of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, viii., App. ii., p. 169. 
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3. 

1342, Dec. 1. — A ship is arrested by the Kin^s Butler^ by EicJiard 
Chaucer, his deputy, and' by tlie King's Serjeant-at-arms, in the 
Port of London, 

[Patent Roll, 16 Edw. III., p. 3, m. 10.] 

Eoyal mandate to all Admirals, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, &c., 
reciting that the King had appointed Reymund Seguyn, the King's 
Butler, Richard Chaucer, his deputy in the Port of London, and 
John de Wynnewyk, the King's Serjeant-at-arms, to take, arrest, and 
keep safely all ships which had heen arrested for the King's passage 
and had withdrawn elsewhere, with the bodies of the masters and 
mariners of the same ; and that they had arrested a ship called Cog 
Thomas, whereof John Boys of Dertemuth is master, in the Port of 
London; but that Oliver de Ingham, Seneschal of Gascony, had 
testified by his letters patent that Boys was engaged in convoying 
him from Britany to Bordeaux for the surer custody of the King's 
treasure ; and that the King had thereupon commanded Seguyn, 
Chaucer, and Wynnewyk to release the said ship, &c. The 
Admirals, &c.,' are therefore not to molest Boys or his mariners, 
Dated at Kenyngton, 1st December. 

The persons underwritten have like letters [patent] : — 

Walter Gent, master of the ship called Seinte Marie Cogg of 
Dertemuth. 

William de Asshelden, master of the ship called Seinte Marie 
Cogg of Dertemuth. 



4. 

[c. 1348.] — John Ghamer is appointed to levy the Otistom on Cloths 
in certain Ports. 

[Warrants, Chancery, Series I., file 1644. Butlers* Warrants.] 

John de Wesenham [no description of his office] deputes under 
him, to levy and receive the Custom granted to the King on Cloths 
to be carried out of the realm by foreign merchants, among others : — 
In the Port of London, John de Stodeye. 
In the Ports of Chichester, SefEord, Shoreham, and Portesmouth, 

and of Southampton, John Chaucier.^ 
(No date.) 

^ Nicolas, Life^ p. 94, refers to two appointments of John Chaucer as deputy 
of the King's Butler in the Port of Southampton, by writs of Privy Seal, dated 
Feb. and Wov. 1318. These have not been found. In Hunter's MSS. (Addit. 
MS. 24,513) there is a reference to a receipt by Adam Inveya (?), receiver of 
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5. 

1377, June 20. — Half-yearly payment to Philippa Gliaucer of her 
annuity^ by the hands of Sir Roger de Trumpington. 
[Issue Roll, £aster, 51 Edw. III., m. 18.] 
§ Die Sabbati, xx° die Junt)'. 

"Philippo, \ 'SYiiUppe Chaucer, nuper vne {do) domicellamjn 
Chaucer. / 'Philipp^^ nuper Eeglne Anghe, cui f)ommm Kex x 
marcaa nxmima ad Scaccartwm ad totam vitam suam 
p<;mpienda9, pro bono S€ruic*o pe?' ipsam tarn eidem Dowmo Eegi 
qwam Vhilipp^y nuper Ee^ne AngU'e, impenso : In denams sibi 
liberate*, per manus Roge?*i de Trumpyngton', militis, in persoluctoTiew 
V romcarum sibi' liberandarTfw de \vmusmodi certo 8Uo, videhcet, de 
termiwo Pasche proxijno preterito, per hreue snwn de liberate, inter 
manda^a de hoc iermino ... ... ... ... Ixvj s, viij d. 

6. 

1377, July 27. — Warrants for making out patents for Margaret 
Swynford and Elizabeth Chaucer to he Nuns in certa/in 
monasteries, 

[Warrants, Chancery, Series I., file 463.] 
1^0, 26. A privy seal, addressed to the Lord Chancellor, to make 
out letters patent under the great seal, nominating Margaret Swynford 
to be received as a Nun in the Abbey of Berkyng. Dated at the 
Manor of Kenyngton, 27th July, 1 Eic. II. (This is in French.) 

Ko. 27. A privy seal to the same, to make out letters patent 
under the great seal, nominating Elizabeth Chausier to be received as 
a Nun in the Priory of Saint Eleyne in the City of London. Same 
date. (This is in French.)^ 



duties on wines from Guienne in the port of Southampton, for 201. from John 
Chaucer, lieutenant in the said port of John da Wesenham, Chief Butler, in 22 
Edw. III. 1348 ; and also to three writs to John de Wesenham or his lieutenant 
in 21 Edw. III. 

^ No. 27 is referred to in Kicolas*s Life, pp. 52, 93, but not No. 26, which 
is surprising, as he says so much about the Swynfords. Speght conjectures that 
this Elizabeth may have been the Poet's sister. The admission of Elizabeth 
Chaucy as a Nun in Barking Abbey, in 1381, has been noticed before in 
No. 144, and by Nicolas, p. 52. Nicolas considered that Elizabeth Chausier 
must have been a different person from Elizabeth Chaucy ; but may she not have 
been transferred from one monastery to the other, so as to be a companion to 
Margaret Swynford ? On the same file 453, there is a privy seal in French to 
the 'Chancellor to ratify the letters patent of Edward III., which confirmed to 
Katherine Swynford the grant to her by John of Gaunt of certain manors ; it is 
dated at the Manor of Kenyngton, 20th July, 1 Ric. II. On the Patent Roll, 
this ratification immediately precedes the grant to Chaucer of the Controllership 
of the Customs (No. 107). 
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7. 

1377, July 27. — Letters patent to the Abbess of Barking and the 
Prioress of St Helenas, London^ for the admission of Margaret 
Swynford and Elizabeth Cfhaucer as Num. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Ric. IL, p. 1, m. 15.] 
The King to the Abbess and Convent of Berkyng. As by right 
and custom of the Crown it appertains to the King, after his 
coronation, to nominate a fit person as Nun in their Abbey, which is 
of the foundation of the King's progenitors, the King nominates his 
beloved Margaret Swynford accordingly. Kenyngton, 27th July. 

Similar letters are directed to the Prioress and Convent of St. 
Elen in the City of London for Elizabeth Chausier. Same date. 

9. 

1380, Feb. 26. — Two W7*its to the Exchequer for payment of 
Chaucer^ s expenses in his journeys to France and Italy, (See 
No. 122.) 

[Exchequer Q. R. Memoranda Roll, Easter, 3 Ric. II., m. 9.] 

Br^ma directa Baronibe*^ de Sca<5caHo, de termiivo Pasche, anno 

tercio Eeg^'s VxAQardi SecwT^do (sic), 

Vro Geffrey 1 Richard, par la grace de Dieu Roy etc., As Tresorer et 
Chaucer. J Barons de no^^^re Escheqer, saluz. Kous vous mandons 
c^vs vous acontez ouesqt<ez nostxQ hien ame Geffrey 
Chaucer, Esquier, par son serement, de diuerses viages qil fist 
nadgaires en le seruice de n<w«re trescher Seignur et apl le Roy, 
Dieux assoille, alant en son message as parties dedela la mier, 
cestassauoir, vers Parys, MonstroilF, et aillours, a cause de certeines 
busoignes ce nos^re dit ael touchantz trete de pees, et aussi des deniers 
de nos^re dit ael par mesme celui Geffrey receuz par celles causes ; 
fesant a lui due allouance pur le temps qil estoit en le seruice de 
nostvQ dit ael en les ditz viages, des iours qU departy de nosfoe Citee 
de Londres, ou de noi>*^re dit ael, sur mesmes les viages, tanqwe a ses 
retours de [a 1] nostv^ dit ael, ou a mesme le Citee, autieux gages le 
lour tanqt^ a les sum^Ties des ditz deniers par lui receuz, ou dedeinz, 
come estoient allouez a autres Esquiers de son estait alantz semblable- 
ment en message de mesme nosire ael as parties dela la mier, en son 
temps, ensemble ouesqi^e coustages resonables pur les passages au 
[du?] dit Geffrey, et ses repassages de la mier. Done souz no^^re 
priue seal, a Westmozis^er, le xxvj. iour de Feuer[er], Ian de nostie 
regne tierz. 

[Ihid., m. 10 d.] 

Vur Geffrey 1 Richard, par la grace de Dieu Roy e^c, As Tresorer, 
Chaucer. / Barons, et Chamberleins de nostvQ Eschequer, saluz. 

Nous volons et vous mandons qt*e vous acontez 
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ouesqwe nodre bien ame Geffrey Chaucer, Esquier, par son serement 
du viage qil fist nadgaires en nostra seruice, alant en nos^re message 
as parties de Lumbardie, vers li (sie) nobles homme Barnabo, Sire de 
Melan, en la compaigne de nostre foial Chiualer Edward de Berkeley, 
et de noz deniers par le dit Geflrey receuz par celle cause ; fesant an 
dit Oefifrey due allouance pur le temps qil estoit en nostte seruice en 
dit viage, du iour qil departy de nostre Citee de Londres par celle 
cause, tanqwe a son retour illoeqes, de (s^c), autieux gages le iour 
come sont par vous allouez a autrez Esquiers de son estat qi ont alez 
en message de nostre trescher Seignur et ael le Eoy, qi Dieux assoille, 
ou de nous, as parties de dela la meer, auant ces heures, ensemble 
ouesqwe coustages resonables pur le passage du dit Geffrey, et son 
repassage de la meer. Et de ce que vous trouerez duz au dit Geffrey 
par laconte auantdit, vous, auautditz Tlesorer et Chamberleins, lui 
facez faire paiement de nostre tresor. Done souz nostre priue seal, a 
Westmouster, le xxvj. iour de Feuerer Ian de nostre regne tierz. 

Hoc hreue liberator ad Eeceptam Scaccarij, xiiij, die Julij, hoc 
termi7io, indorsatum sic : Pretextu hnius brewis de priuato sigillo 
Reg^5, computatum est ad Scaccan'wm Compo^orwrn cum Galfrido 
Chaucer, Scutifero, infrascr/ptc?, de receptis, y&diis, et expensis suis, 
proficiscendo in Nuncio Regis ad partes Lumbardie, anno primo 
IRegts Ricardi SecundL Qui quidem compotus irrotulatwr liotwlo 
secundo dicti 'Regis ^ Rott^lo Com^tovum,^ Et debent^^r eidem 
Galfrido per compo^wm j^redictum ... ... ... xiiij li. 

9. 

1390, Oct. 15. — Commission to certain Justices to inquire what 
felons assaulted and robbed Geoffrey Chaucer, at Hatcham, of a 
horse worth 10/., goods worth 100^., and 20Z. 6s. M, in momy^ 
and by whose procure77ient, 

[Patent Roll, 14 Ric. II., p. 1. m. 17 d.^] 
De inquirendo. — Rex, dileciJis et fidelib^^s suis Willehno Eikhiir 
Willehyio Brenchesle, Edmundo Brudenell', et Johamii Tanke, salwtem 
Sciatis, qwod assignauimz^s vos, tres et duos vesfrum, ad inquirendwm 
per asicramentum iprohorum eit legalium hoimnwrn de Qomitatu Surr^'e, 
per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, qui felones et malefaetores 
in Galfric^t^m Chaucer, apud Haccbesham, in Comitatu predzc^o, vi 
et armis insultum fecerunt, et i^im verberauerunt, vulneraueruiit, 
et male tractauerunt, et ipswm de quodam equo, precij decern 
librarw?n, ac bonis et catallis ad valenciam Centum solidor^^?7^, necnon 
viginti libm, sex solidis, et octo denariis, de Jenariis suis, in pecunia 
numerata, ibidem inuentis, felonice depredati fuerunt, quando, 
qualiter, et quo modo, et ad quorww vel cuius procurac^'o^^em felonie 

1 No. 122 ; and see note, p. 219. 
This reference was pointed out by Mr. G, J. Morris. 
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ille iacte fuerunt, et quis vel qui d^'c^os felones postmodum scienter 
receptauit vel receptauerunt, et de aliis articulis et circumstauciis 
p?*enaissa qualitercamqwe concernentibM^ pleniw* veritatem. Et ideo 
yobis maadamiis, qwod ad ceHos [dies et loca] etCy quos etc, ad hoc 
prouideritis, super premissis diligentes faxiiatis inquisio^wes, et eas 
distincte et aperte facias nobis in Cancellaria nostm, sub sigillis 
Yestns etc, et sigillis eoTum per quos facte fuerint, sine dilaceone 
niittatis, et hoc bre^^e. Mandauimz*^ enim Yicecomiti nostvo Gomitatubs 
pred^ic^i, quod ad certos etc, quos e^c. ei scire ieLcietis, venire facm^ 
coram vobis e^c. tot etc, de balliua sua, per quos e^c. et inquiri. In 
cuiMS e^c. Teste Re^e, apud Westmomste)'iunif xv. die Octobm, 



10. 

1376 — 1397. — Notes from tlie Receix^t Rolls of the Exchequer^ 
showing the names and descriptions of the Sheriffs, Bailiffs, 
Receivers, and Collectors on whom the assignrmnts to Geoffrey 
Chaucer and PhUippa Chaticer were made?- 

1376, May 31. John Ward and Robert Girdeler, Collectors of 
Customs, lOl for G. C. 

1378, May 14. Nicholas Brembre and John Philipot, Collectors 
of Customs, 19?. 13s. for G. C. 

1379, May 21. William Spaigne, Sheriff of Lincoln, 26^. 13s. 4c?. 
for Mary Seinteler and P. C. 

1379, May 24. Brembre and Philipot, 13Z. 6s. M. for G. C. 

1379, Oct. 18. The same, 236Z. lis. M. ] thereof, for them- 
selves, 46?. 13s. 4c2. [G, C. not mentioned here, but see Nos. 129 
note, 151.] 

1379, Deo. 9. The Sheriffs of London, IBs. lOd, and the 
Collectors of the Custom of Wools, London, 12Z. 7s. \0d, for G. C. 

1380, July 3. Brembre and Philipot, 13?. 6s. M, for G. C. 

1381, March 6. (ifo Receipt Rolls for this term, Mich. 
4 Ric. 11.) 

1381, May 24. Thomas Dorset and Richard Tynham, Bailiffs of 
Lym, CO. Dorset, 6?. ; Eleanor, widow of Richard Turbervill, late 
Sheriff of Dorset, 100s., for a fine; and Oliver de Harnham, 
Escheator of co. Southampton, 100s., for a fine ; in all, 16?. for G. C. 
[being 13s. id. short of the amounts due to him and his wife], 

1381, Nov. 16. William Garton, clerk, 6?. 13s. id, of the farm 
of the alien Priory of Mynstrelovell, Berks ; and John Boneham, 
100s. of the farm of the possessions of the alien Deanery of Morteyn ; 
for G. C. 7?. j "and paid il 13s. id^ [into the Exchequer.] 

^ These notes are mostly taken from the Pells Receipt Rolls, when extant ; 
when not, from the Auditors' Receipt Rolls. Otlier references to these rolls will 
be fouud ill the text and notes. 
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1381, Nov. 28. Brembre and Philipot, 46/. 13s. id. for them- 
selves and the Controller (G. C). 

1381, Dec. 21. Erembre and Philipot, from the Custom of 
Wools, London, for G. C. and P. his wife. 

1382, May 10. The same, 10/. for G. C. 

1382, July 22. The same, 6/. 13s. 4d, whereof for G. C. 
^ marks, and for P. C. 5 marks. 

1382, Nov. 11. The same, III 13s. 4c^. for G. C. 

1382, Dec. 10. The same, 46/. 13s. id. from the Subsidy of 
Wools, London, for the same Collectors." [G. C. not mentioned 
here, but see No. 163.] 

1383, May 5. The same, 16Z. 13s. id., whereof for G. C. 
20 marks, and for P. C. 6 marks. 

1383, Oct. 24, The same, 13Z. 6s. M. for G. C. 

1384, Peb. 11. The same, 46Z. 13s. id; for themselvea and the 
Controller (G. C). 

1384, April 30. The same, 16^. 6s. 8d for G. C. and P. his 
wife [being 11. 6s. Sd. short of the amounts due to them]. 

1384, Oct. 18. Nicholas Brembre and John Organ, Collectors 
of the Custom of Wools, London, 16/. 13s. id. for G. C. and P. C. 

1384, Dec. 9. The same, 46/. 13s. id. for themselves and the 
Controller (G. C), for their reward. 

1385, April 24. The same, 14/. 13s. 4d, whereof for G. C. 
17 marks, and for P. C. 66s. M. [being 2/. short]. 

1386, Nov. 3. William More and Walter RaufP, Collectors of 
the Petty Custom, London, 6/. ISs. id. ; the Citizens of Norwich, 
lOZ. of their farm; and Eichard, Earl of Arundel, and others, lOZ. of 
the custody of the Priory of Lyomynstre, Sussex; whereof for 
Eoger atte Gatte 9Z. 3s., for G. C. 20 marks, and for P. C. 5 marks j 
and paid 17s. 

1385, Dec. 11. Brembre and Organ, 46Z. 13s. id. for themselves. 
[6. C. not mentioned here, but see No. 185.] 

1386, June. 22. William Bareswell, Slierifif of co. Worcester, 
lOZ. of the issues of his bailiwick, viz., for G. C. 10 marks, and for 
P. C. 5 marks. 

1386, Nov. 28. Brembre and Organ, 46Z. 13s. 4d., viz., for 
themselves as a reward 40Z., and for the Controller [G. C] 10 marks. 

1389, Oct. 7. Nicholas Exton and William Venour, Collectors 
of the Custom of Wools, London, 66Z. 13s. id. for G. C, on account 
of his office [of Clerk of the Works]. 

1389, Dec. 14. The same, lOOZ. for G. C, on account of the 
Works at the Tower. 

1390, March 3. John Eaveneser, Clerk of the Hanaper of 
Chancery, 26Z. 13s. 4cZ., and John Loneye and John Walcote, 
Sheriffs of London, 26Z. 13s. 4cZ. for G. C, on account of the 
Works. 
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1390, June 25. Sussex. — From Richard, Earl of Arundel, 20Z. 
of sundry debts for G. C, by his own hands. 

1390, July 19. From John Wrottyng, Prior of Westminster, 
and his associates, 10?. of the farm of the alien Priory of Folkeston, 
Kent; and from the Abbot of Westminster, lOL of sundry debts; 
for G, C., on account of the Works of King's Chapel within the 
Castle of Wyndesor, by the hands of John Lakynghith, Monk. 
Also from the Earl of Arundel, in Surrey and Sussex, of sundry 
debts, 6Z. 13^. 4cd. ; and from Thomas Sakevyle, Sheriff of Bedford 
and Buckingham, Ss. Sd. ; for G. C, by the hands of R. Swyft. 

1390, Oct. 27. Walter Barde, keeper of the King's Exchange 
(Cambij) within the Tower of London, 4:51., of the issues of the 
same Exchange ; whereof, for himself, 20Z., and for G. C. 25L on 
account of the Works, by the hands of the same Gautron [Walter] 
Barde. 

1397, July 2. Henry Cokeham and Eichard Odyham, Collectors 
of Subsidies, London, 100s. for G. C. 

1397, Oct. 26. Eichard Organ, one of the executors of John 
Organ, London, of a fine, 6Z, 13s. id. ; and John Walden and John 
iN'euport, Collectors of Subsidies in the Port of Southampton, 
66s. Sd. I for G. C, by the hands of John Walden. 

11. 

1395-6. — Payment of money to Geoffrey Chaucer for Henry, Earl of 
Derby, at London, by the Glerk of the EarVa Greoit Wardrobe^ 

[Duchy of Lancaster Accounts (Various) 1/5.] 
CoMPOTUS WillfS?mi Loueney, Clerici Magne Garderobe Domini 
Henrici Lancastnie, Comitis Derbye, a prmo die February}*, anno 
regni Eegis Eicart^i secmdi xviij**, vsqwe pnmum diem Februariy, 
anno eiusdem Eegis xix*^°, vltimo die computato, per vrmm annum 
integrum. 

•ifi ifi ^ -JfL -if. 

Libemcto denan'orttwi \ Et liberait in manMs Dommi apud Londontam, 
in mxRus Dommi. J per mantes QtdiMridi Chaucer ... x li. 

St^mma, xli. 

^ Referred to in Mr, Wylie*s History ofRenry /F., Appendix. 



CORRECTIONS. 

Page 

150, note 2, omit. 

1 72, note 8, for sister read sister-in-law. 

176, 1. 2 from foot, for 72^ read 74. 

270, 1. 12, for Collectors read Controllers. 

277, 1. 23, (0er Swayn insert '^'alter Suthwerk* 

281, 1. 12, for William read Walter. 

283, 1. 40, for 236 read 241. 

283, 1. 41, for 231 read 237. 

295, 1. 20, for Ixvj s. read Ixvj 1?. 

307, 1. 8, for costera read costis. 

313, note, for is not extant, and therefore read is partly extant, but 

315, 1. 18, for 4 read 6. 

327, 1. S9ffor marks read pounds. 
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Cije Cijauca* Societs. 

Editor in Chief :^J)r. F. J. Fuunivall, 3, St George's Square, Primrose Hill, N.W. 
ffon. Sec.:—W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury Park, London, N. 

To do honour to Chaucer, and to let the lovers and students of him see how far the 
best unprinted Manuscripts of his works differd from the printed texts, this Society 
was founded in 1868. There were then, and are still, many questions of metre, pro- 
nunciation, orthography, and etymology yet to he settled, for which more prints of 
Manuscripts were and are wanted ; and it is hardly too much to say that every line 
of Chaucer contains points that need reconsideration. The founder (Dr Fur ni vail) 
began with The Canterbury TaleSy and has given of them (in parallel columns in 
Royal 4to) six of the best theretofore unprinted Manuscripts known. Inasmuch as 
the parallel arrangement necessitated the alteration of the places of certain tales in 
some of the MSS, a print of each MS has been issued. separately, following the order 
of its original. The first six MSS printed have been : the EUesmere (by leave of the 
Earl of EUesmere) ; the Hengwrt (by leave of W. W. E. Wynne, Esq.) ; the Camb. 
Univ. Libr., MS Gg. 4. 27; the Corpus, Oxford; the Petworth (by leave of Lord 
Leoonfield) ; and the Lansdowiie 861 (Brit. Mua.). The Harleian 7334 has foUowd ; 
probably four more will be added; and Specimens of all accessible MSS of the Tales 
are now nearly completed, edited by the late Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D., and Prof. John 
Koch, Ph.D. 

Of Chaucer*s Minor Foems^ — ^the MSS of which are generally later than the best 
MSS of the Canterbury Tales,— all the available MSS nave been printed, so as to 
secure all the existing evidence for the true text. 

Of Troilus, Parallel-Texts from the 6 best MSS have been issued (the Campsall 
MS also separately), and a 7th MS text of it with the englisht Boccaccio Comparison. 

Autotypes of most of the best Chaucer MSS have been publisht. 

Dr. E. Fliigel is editing the Society's Chaucer Concordance^ though it will not be 
ready for the Quincentenary of the Poet's death, 1900 a.d. 

The Society's publications are issued in two Series, of which the first contains the 
different texts of Chaucer's works ; and the Second, such orig-inals of and essays on 
these as can be procured, with other illustrative treatises, and Supplementary Tales. 

The yearly subscription, which constitutes Membership, is 2 guineas, due on every 
1st January, beginning with Jan. I, 1868. More Members are wanted. All the 
Society's litblieafions eon still be had. 

The Society's Hon. Sees, for America are, Prof. Kittredge, of Harvard College, 
Cambridge, Mass., for the North and East, and Prof. Bright, of Johns Hopkms 
University, Baltimore, for the South and West. Members' names and subscriptions 
should be sent to the home Hon. Sec, 

W. A. DALZIEL, Esq., 67, Victoria Hood, Mnsbury Fork, London, N, 

FIRST SERIES.. 
The Society's issue for 1868, in the First Series, is, 

I. The Prologue and Knight's Tale, of the Canterbury Tales, in 6 parallel 
Texts (from the 6 MSS named below) j together with Tables, showing the 
Groups of the Tales, and their varying order in 38 MSS of the Tales, and 
in 5 old printed editions, and also Specimens from several MSS of the 
♦* Moveable Prologues" of the Canterbury Tales, — The Shipman's Prologue, 
and Franklin's Prologue, — when moved from their right places, and of the 
Substitutes for them. (The Six- Text, Part I.) 
II— VII. II. The Prologue and Knight's Tale from tlie EUesmere MS, Part I ; III. 
Hengwrt MS, 154, Pt I ; IV. Cambridge MS Gg. 4. 27, Ft I ; V. Corpus 
MS, Oxford, Pt I ; VI. Petworth MS, Pt I; VII. Lansdowne MS, 851, 
Pt I. (separate issues of the Texts forming Part I of the Six-Text edition.) 
The issue for 1869j in the First Series, is, 
VIII— XIII. VIII. Th^»{nj0r'^»B^^e, and'Cdojt's X-&lesr EUesmere MS, Part 
XI; IX. Hengwrt:M^,f>.IB; Ca5nlfrfeg«:MS; Pt II ; XI. Corpus MS, 
Pt II ; XII..PetW)r*h*lis, Pf^tt; XTHI? Lan^d^wne MS, Pt II, with an 
Appendix of "Gamelyn " from six MSS. 
(separate issues of the T^exts^touai^^ t)^Q Si:£-fcre3fct^ Patt JI^ No. XIV.) 

The issue for 1870, in^^etFwftfrlSesiiBs^ls,. ; 1 1*1 : I 
XIV. The Miller's, Rewe'sJ aid- *eool?&aial6fe,wi1^^& Appendix of the Spurious 
Tale of Gfamelyn, in 6 parallel Texts. (Six-Text, Part II.) 
The issue for 1871, in the First Series, is, 
XV. The Man of Law's, Shipman's, and Prioresses Tales, with Chaucer's own 
Tale of Sir'Thopas, in 6 parallel Texts fr6m the MSS above named, and 10 
coloured drawings of Tellers of Tales, after the originals in the EUesmere MS. 
(Six-Text, Part III.) 
XVI. The Man of Law's Tale, from the EUesmere MS. Part III. 
XVII. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Cambridge MS. Part III. 
XVIII. „ " " ,1 " ;, „ Corpus MS. * Part m. 
XIX. The Shipman's, Prioress's, and Man of Law's Tales, from the Petworth MS, 
Part III. 
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XX. The Man of Law's Tale, from the Lansdowne MS. Part III. 

(eaoh with woodcuts of fourteen drawings of Tellers of Tales in the 
EUesmere MS.) 

X XI. A ParaUel-Text edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part I 1. * The Dethe 
of Blawiche the Buchem^ from Thynne's ed. of 1532, the Fairfax MS 16, 
and Tanner MS 346 ; 2. * the Complepnt to JPitey' 3. * the Parlament of 
Foulesj* and 4. * the Cofmleynt of Mare,* each from six MSS. 

XXII. Supplementary Parallel-Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part I, containing 
1. 'The Parlament of Foules,* from three MSS, [Reprinted in LIX, 
First Series.] 

XXIII. Odd Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part I, containinff 1. two MS fragments 
of * The Parlament of Foules ; * 2. the two differing versions of * The Prologue 
to the Legende of Good Women,' arranged so as to show their differences ; 
3. an Appendix of Poems attributed to Chaucer, i. *The Balade of Pitee 
by Chauciers ; * ii. * The Crony cle made by Chaucer,' both from MSS written 
by Shirley, Chaucer's contemporary. 

XXIV. A One- Text Print of Chaucer's Minor Poems, being the best Text from the 
Parallel- Text Edition, Part I, containing, I. The Dethe of Blaunche the 
Duchesse, II. The Compleynt to Pite, III. The Parlament of Foules, IV. 
The Compleynt of Mars, V. The ABC, with its original from De DeGuile* 
ville's FHerinage de la Vie humaine (edited from the best Paris MSS by M. 
Paul Meyer). 

The issue for 1872, in the First Series, is, 

XXV. Chaucer's Tale of Melibe, the Monk's, Nun's-Friest's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, 
Wife of Bath's, Friar's, and Summoner's Tales, in 6 parallel Texts from the 
MSS above named, with the remaining 13 coloured drawings of Tellers of 
Tales, after the originals in the EUesmere MS, and with Specimens of the 
Variations of 30 MSS in the Doctor-Pardoner Link. (Six-Text, Part IV.) 

XXVI. The Wife's, Friar's, and Summoner's Tales, from the EUesmere MS, with 
9 woodcuts of Tale-Tellers. (Part I V.) 

XXVII. The Wife's, Friar's, Summoner's, Monk's, and Nun's- Priest's Tales, from 
the Hengwrt MS, with 23 woodcuts of the Tellers of the Tales. (Part III.) 

XXVIII. The Wife's, Friar's, and Summoner's Tales, from the Cambridge MS, 
with 9 woodcuts of Tale-Tellers. (Part IV.J 

XXIX. A Treatise on the Astrolabe, addressed to his son Lowys, in 1391 a.d., by 
Geoffrey Chaucer, edited by the Rev. Prof. Walter W. Skeat, M, A. 

The issue for 1873, in the Firit Series, is, 

XXX. The Six-Text Canterbury Tales, Part V, containing the Clerk's and Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The issue for 1874, in tlie First Series, is, 

XXXI. The Six-Text, Part VI, containing the Squire's and Franklin's Tales. 

XXXII. The Clerk's, Merchant's, Squire's, Franklin's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Ship- 
man's, Prioress's Tales, Sir Thopas, Melibeus, Menkes, Nun's-Priesf s, 
Second Nun's Tales, EUesmere MS, Part V. 

XXXIII. The Clerk's, Merchant's, Squire's, Franklin's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Ship- 
m.an's, Prioress's Tales, Sir Thopas, Melibeus, Monk's, Nun's-Priest's, 
Second Nun's Tales, Cambridge MS, Part V. 

XXXIV. Squire's, Wife of Bath's, Friar's, Summoner's, Clerk's,, Merchant's, 
Franklin's Tales, Corpus MS, Part IV. 

XXXV. Squire's, Merchant's, Wife of Bath's, Friar's, Summoner's, Clerk's, Frank- 
lin's, Second Nun's Tales, Petworth MS, Part IV. 

XXXVI. Squire's, Wife of Bath's, Friar's, Summoner's, Clerk's, Merchant's, 
Franklin's Tales, Lansdowne MS, Part IV. 

The issue for 1875, in the First Series, is, 

XXXVII. The Six-Text, Part VII, the Second Nun's, Canon's-Yeoman's, and 
Manciple's Tales, with the Blank-Parson Link. 

XXXVIII. Second Nun's, Canon's-Yeoman's, Manciple's Tales, EUesmere MS, 
Part VL 

XXXIX. Manciple's, Man of Law's, Squire's, Merchant's, Franklin's, Second 
Nun's, Clerk's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Shipmau's, Prioress's Tales, Sir 
Thopas, Melibeus Tales, Hengwrt MS, Part I V. 

XL. Second Nun's, Canon's-Yeoman's, Manciple's Tales, Cambridge MS, Part VI. 
XLI. Second Nun's, Canon's-Yeoman's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Shipmau's, Prioress's 

Tales, Sir Thopas, Melibeus, Monk's, Nun's-Priest's, Manciple's Tales, 

Corpus MS, Part V. 

XLII. Second Nun's, Canon's-Yeoman's, Doctor's, Pardoner's Tales, Sir Thopas, 
Melibeus, Monk's, Nun's-Priest's, Manciple's Tales, Petworth MS, Part V. 

XLIII. Second Nun's, Canon's-Yeoman's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Shipman's, Prioress's 
Tales, Sir Thopas, Melibeus, Monk's, Nun's-Priest's, Manciple's Tales. 
Lansdowne MS, Part V. 
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XLIV. A detaild Comparison of the Troylus and Cryseyde with Boccaccio's liloS' 
trato, with a Translation of all Passages used by Chaucer, and an Abstract 
of the Parts not used, by W. Michael Rossetti, Esq., and with a print of the 
Troylua from the Harleian MS 3943. Part I. 

XLV. Ryme-Index to the Ellesmere MS of the Canterbury Tales, by Henry Cromie, 
Esq,, M. A. In 8vo for the separate Ellesmere MS. 

XL VI. Ryme-Index to the Ellesmere MS, by Henry Cromie, Esq., M.A. In Royal 
^to for the Six- Text. 

XLVII. Notes and Corrections for the 8vo Ryme-Index, by H. Cromie, Esq., M.A. 
The issue for 1876, in the First Series, is, 

XL VIII. Autotype Specimens of the Chief Chaucer MSS, Part I, 16 Autotypes, 
with a Note on the MSS, by Dr. F. J. FumiyaU. 
The issue for 1877, in the First Series, is, 

XLIX. The Six-Text, Part VIII, containing the Parson's Tale, with a Table of its 
Contents ; and Mr Cromie*s Notes and Corrections for the 4to Ryme-Index. 

L— LV. L. The Parson's Tale, Ellesmere MS, Part VII ; LI. Hengwrt MS, Part 
V; LII. Cambridge MS. Part VII; LIII. Corpus MS, Part VI: LIV. 
Petworth MS, Part VI ; LV. Lansdowne MS, Part VI. 
The issue for 1878, in the First Series, is, 

LVI. Autotype Specimens of the Chief Chaucer MSS, Part II : 9 from the Cambridge 
MS Gg. 4. 27, and 1 from Lord Leconfield's MS. 

LVIl. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part II :— 5, The ABC, 
from 6 MSS ; 6. The Mother of God, from 3 MSS ; 7. Anelida and Arcyte, . 
from 6 MSS and Caxton's pnnt; 8. The Former' Age, from 2 MSS (widi 
the Latin original, and Chaucer's prose Englishing) ; 9. To his Scrivener 
from Shirley's MS and Stowe's print ; 10. The Souse a/Fame^ from 2 MSS 
and Caxton's and Thynne's prints. 
The issue for 1879, in the First Series, is, 

L VIII. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part III, completing the 
Far allel' Text, and containing, 11. The Legend of Good Women from 5 MSS 
and Thynne's print ; 12. Truth from 6 MSS ; 13. The Compleynt of Venus 
from 6 MSS ; 14. The Envoy to Scogan from 3 MSS ; 15. Marriage, or The 
Envoy to Buhton, from 1 MS and Notary's and Thynne's prints ; 16. Gentil^ 
esse from 6 MSS ; 17. Froverhs from 3 MSS ; 18. Ste^astness from 6 MSS ; 
19. Fortune from 6 MSS ; 20. Chaucer to his empty furse^ from 6 MSS. 
The issue for 1880, in the First Series, is, 

LIX. Supplementary Parallel-Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part II : — \a. The 
Farlament of Foules from 3 MSS ; 2. The ABC from 6 MSS ; 3. Anelida 
and Areite from 6 MSS ; 4. The Legend of Good Women, in whole or part 
from 4 MSS ; 6. The Complaint of Mars from 3 MSS ; 6. Truth from 6 
MSS : 7. The Compleynt of Venus from 3 MSS ; 8. Gentilesse from 3 MSS ; 
9. Lack of Stedfasfness from Thynne's print and 2 MSS ; 10. Fortune from 
2 MSS and Caxton's print, 

LX. Odd-Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part II, containing, 3. TheAB C, from 
2 MSS ; 4. The House of Fame, from the Pepys' MS, &c,; 5. The Legend 
of Good Women from 3 MSS ; 6. The Dethe ofBlatmche the Duchesse from 
1 MS ; 7. The Complaint to Pity from 2 MSS ; 8- The Farlament of Fowles 
from 1 MS ; 9. Truth from 3 MSS ; 10. Envoy to Seogan from 1 MS ; 11. 
Furse from 1 MS. 

LXI. A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part II, containing, VI. Mother 
of God; VII. Anelida; VIII. The Former Age ; IX. Adam Scrivener ; 
X. The House of Fame; XI. Legende; XII. Truth; XIIL Venus; XIV. 
Scogan; XV. Marriage; XVI. Gentilesse; XVII. Froverbs; XVIII. 
Stedfastness ; XIX. Fortune; XX. Furse, 

LXII. Autotype Specimens of the chief Chaucer MSS. Part III : 2 from Henry 
V's MS of the Troilus, when he was Prince of Wales (now Mr Bacon 
Frank's) ; 1 from Shirley's MS of the ^^Cat Sion Coll. 
The issue for 1881, in the First Series, is, 

LXIII. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Troilus ^ Criseyde from the Campsall 
MS, b. 1415 A.D. (written for Henry V when Prince of Wales), Harleian 
MS. 2280, and Cambr. Uniy. Libr. Gg. 4. 27. Part I. Books 1 and 2. 
The issue for 1882, in the First Series, is, 

LXIV. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Troiltes Criseyde from the Campsall 
MS, before 1415 a.d. (written for Henry V when Prince of Wales), Harleian 
MS. 2280, and Cambr. Univ. Libr. Gg. 4. 27. Part II. Books 3, 4, 5. 
The issue for 1883, in the First Series, is, 

LXV. Part II of Mr W. M. Rossetti's Comparison of Chaucer's Troyhts and Cry- 
seyde with Boccaccio's Fihstrato, completing the work. 
The issue for 1884, in the First Series, is to be, 

LXVI— LXXI. 6 Appendixes to the 6 MSS of the Six-Text, with Wood-cuts and 
colord Lithographs of 6 Tellers of Tales and of 6 emblematical Figures from 
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the Cambridge Uxuv, MS, Gg. 4. 27, &c., and Process Engravings, for the 
EUesmere MS Part, of £he 23 Ellesmere MS Miniatures. The Hengwrt MS, 
Part YI, contains The Canon' s-Teoman's Tale from the Lichfield MS. 
LXXII. The Six-Text, Part IX, with colord Lithographs of 6 Tellers of Tales and 6 
emblematical Figures from the Cambridge TJnivers. MS Gg.4.27; Forewords, 
Title-pages for the three Tolumes, &c. ; and Prof. Hiram Corson's Index to 
the Subjects and Names of The Canterbury Tales, 
The issue for 1885, in the First Series, is, 
LXXIII. The Harleian MS 7334 of The Canterbury Tales, with Woodcuts of 23 

Tellers of Tales from the EUesmere MS, &c. 
LXXIV. Autotype Specimens of the chief Chaucer MSS. Ft IV. The Ellesmere. 

The issue for 1886, in the First Series, is, 
LXXV. Chaucer's JBoece from the Cambridge University MS. li. 3. 21. 
LXXVl. Chaucer's Boece from the Additional MS 10,340 in the British Museum, 

as edited by the Rev. Br. R. Morris for the E. E. Text Soc. in 1868. 
LXXVII. More Odd Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, containing, 1. T/ie Com- 
pleynte to Fite ; 2. The Complaint of the Anelida and Arcite; 3. Truth ; 
4. Lack of Stedfastness ; 5. fortune ; 6. Furse. Appendix : I. The Salads 
of lite. XL Itoundeis (Mereilesse Beaute), 
The issue for 1887, in the First Series, is, 
LXXYIII. A Ryme-Index to Chaucer's Minor Poems^ by Miss Isabel Marshall and 
Miss Lela Porter, in Koyal 4to for the Farallel''Tesst, 
The issue for 1888, in the First Series, is, 
LX XIX . A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Troilus, from the Campsall MS bef. 1415 A,D. 

The issue for 1889, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX. A Myme-Index to Chaucer's Minor Poems, by Miss Isabel Marshall and 
MisB Lela Porter, in 8vo for the One-Text print of the Minor Foems, 
The issue for 1890, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXI. Parallel' Text Specimens of all accessible imprinted Chaucer MSS: The 
Pm doner's Prolog and Tale^ edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. Part I, from 
7 MSS : Cambridge Dd.4. 24, Cbrist-Church, Additional 5140, Devonshire. 
HaiiatweU (or Egerton 3726), Ingilby, Northumberland : the Dd, Group. 
LXXXIL The Romaunt of the Mose^ from Thynne's print, 1532, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 

The issue for 1891, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXIII. A Parallel text of The Momaunt of the Boss (of which the first 1705 h'nes 
are most probably Chaucer's), from the unique MS at Glasgow, and its 
French original, ie Eoman de la Rose, edited by Dr Max Kaluza. Part I. 
LXXXIV. A Rime-Index to Chaucer's Troilus^ by Prof. Skeat, Litt.D, 

The issue for 1892, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXV. Parallel- Text Specimens of all accessible unprinted Chaucer MSS : The 
Pardoner^s Prolog and TaJe, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. Part II, 
from 10 MSS. 
The issue for 1898, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX VI. Parallel'Text Specimens of all accessible unprinted Chaucer MSS: The 
Pardoner's Prolog and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. Part III, 
from 6 MSS. 
The issue for 1894, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXVII. A Parallel-Text of 3 more MSS of Chaucer's TroiluSy the St John*s 
and Corpus, Cambridge, and Harl. 1239, Brit. Mus., put forth by Dr. F. J« 
Fumivall. Part I, with a Note by G. C. Macaulay, M.A. 
The issue for 1895, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX VIII. A Parallel-Text of 3 more MSS of Chaucer's TroiluSy Part II. 

The issue for 1896, in the First Series, will be, 
LXXXIX. Prof. Mc'Cormick's Introduction to Chaucer's Troilus, discussing its 
MSS, its Text, its Metre and Grammar: 2nd Parallel-Texts, Part III. 
The issue for 1897, in the First Series, is, 
XC. Parallel- Text Specimens of all accessible unprinted MSS: The Pardoner's 
Prolog and Tale, Part IV, from 17 MSS, edited by the late Prof. Zupitza, 
Ph.D., and Prof. John Koch, Ph.D. 
The issue for 1898, in the First Series, is, 
XCI. Parallel' Text Specimens, Part V: The Pardoner's Prolog and Tale, a Six- 
Text, from 3 MSS. and 3 black-letters, edited by Prof. John Koch, Ph.D,, 
aiid Dr. F. J. Fumivall. 
The issue for 1899, in the First Series, is, 
XCII. Parallel-Text Specimens, Part VI : The Clerk's Tale, a Six-Text Print from 
6 MSS not containing The Pardoner's Tale, put forth by Dr. F. J. Fumivall. 
The issue for 1800 and 1901, in the First Series, mil be, 
XCIIL Parallel-Text Specimens, Part VII: The Clerk's Tale from the Phillipps 
MS 8299 and the Longleat MS, with an Introd. by Prof. John Koch, Pb.D. 
XCIV. Parallel' Text Specimens, Part VIII : The Pardoner's Prolog and Tale from 
the Hodson MS 37, put forth by Dr. F. J. Fumivall, with introduction by 
Prof. Jn. Koch, Ph.D. 
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SECOND SERIES. 
Of the Second Series, tHe issue for 1868 is, 

1. Early English Fronunciationy^ith. especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, 
by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part I. This work includes an amalgamation of 
Prof. F. J. Child*s two Papers on the use of the final -e by Chaucer (in T. Wright'sed. 
of The Canterb. Tales) and by Gower (in Dr Pauli's ed. of the Confessio Amaniis). 

2. Essays on Chaucer^ his Words.and WorkSjVoxtlr. 1. Prof. Ebert's Review of 
Sandra's' s Etude sur Chaucer, translated by J. W. van Rees Hoets, M.A. ; 2. A 
13th-century Latin Treatise on the Chilindre (of the iShipman's Tale)^ edited by 
Mr. E. Brock. 

3. A Temporary Preface to the Society's Six-Text edition of Chaucer's Canterbury 
TaleSy Part I, attempting to show the right Order of the Tales, and the Bays and 
Stages of the Pilgrimage, &c. &c., by F. J. Fumivall, Esq., M.A. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1869 is, 

4. Early English Fronunciation, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, 
by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part H, 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1870 is^ 

5. Early English Pronuneiatimy ^th especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, 
by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Fart III. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1871 is, 

6. Trial-Forewords to my FaralleUText edition of Chaucer's Minor Foems for the 
Chaucer Society (with a try to set Chaucer's Works in their right order of Time)| by 
Fredk. J. Fumivall. Part I. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1872 is, 

7. Onginals and AttaloaHes of some of Chaucer* s Canterbury Tales, Part I. 1. The 
original of the Man of Jjaw's Tale of Constance, from the French Chronicle of 
Nicholas Trivet, Arundel MS 56, ab. 1340 a.d., collated with the later copy, ab. 1400, 
in the National Library at Stockholm ; copied and edited, with a translation, by Mr, 
Edmund Brock, 2. The Tale of "Mercians the Emperor,*' englisht from the Gesta 
Momanormn by Thomas Hoccleve, in Harl. MS 7333 ; and 3. Part of Matthew Paris's 
Vita OffoB Frhni, both stories illustrating incidents in the Man of Law's Tale» 4. Two 
French Fabliaux like the Eeeve's Tale, 5. Two Latin Stories like the Friar* s Tale, 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1873 is, 

8. Albertano of Brescia's Ziber Consilii et Consolationis, a.d; 1246 (the Latin 
source of the French original of Chaucer's Melibe)^ edited from the MSS, by Dr. 
Thor Sundby. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1874 is, 

9. Essays on Chaucer, his Words and Works, Part II. : 3. John of Hoveden's 
Pi*aetiea Chilindri, edited from the MS, with a translation, by Mr. E. Brock. 4. 
Chaucer's use of the final -9, by Joseph Pajrne, Esq. 5. Mrs. £. Barrett«Browninff 

on Chaucer: being those parts of her review of the Book of the Foets, 1842, which 
relate to him ; here reprinted by leave of Mr Robert Browning. 6. Professor 
Bemhard Ten-Brink's critical edition of Chaucer's Compleynte to Fits, 
Of the Second Series, the issue for 1875 is, 

10. Originals and Analogues of Chaucer* s Canterbury Tales, Part II. 6. Alphon- 
sus of Lincoln, a Story like the Prioresses Tale. 7. How Reynard oanght Chanti- 
cleer, the source of the Nun*S'Pr%esfs Tale. 8-. Two Italian Stories, and a Latin 
one, like the Pardoner'' s Tale, 9. The Tale of the Priest's Bladder, a story like the 
Summoner^s Tale^ being * Li dis de le Vescie a Prestre,' par Jakes de Basiw. 10. 
Petrarch's Latin Tale of Griseldis (with Boccaccio's Story from which it was re- told), 
the original of the Clerk's Tale^ U. Five Versions of a Pear-tree Story like that in 
the Merchant's Tale. 12. Four Versions of The Life of Saint Cecilia, the original 
of the Second Nun*s Tale. Edited by F. J. Fumivall. 

11. Early English Frommciation, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chau* 
cer, by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part IV. 

12. Zife-Fecords of Chaucer, Part I, The Robberies of Chaucer by Richard Brere- 
lay and others at Westminster, and at Hatchani, Surrey, on Tuesday, Sept. 6, 1390, 
with some Account of the Robbers, from the Enrolments in the Public Record Office, 
by Walford D. Selby, Esq., of the Public Record Office. 

13. Thynne's Animadversions (1599) on Speght's Chancers Wbrkes, re-edited from 
the unique MS, by Fredk. J. Fumivall, with fresh Lives of William and Francift 
Thynne, and the only known fragment of The Pilgrims Tale. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1876 is, 

14. Life-Records of Chaucer, Part II, The Household Ordinances of King 
Edward *II, June 1323 (as englisht by Francis Tate in March 1601 A.D.), with ex- 
tracts from those of King Edward IV, to show the probable duties of Chaxjcer as 
Valet or Yeoman of the Chamber, and Esquire, to Edward III, of whose Household 
Book no MS is known ; together with Chaucer's Oath as Controller of the Customs, 
and an enlargd Autotype of Hocdeve's Portrait of Chaucer, edited by F. J. 
Furnivall. 
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15. Originals and Analogues of GJmueet^s, Canterbury Tafe*, Part, III. 13. The 
Story of Constance, for the Man of Law's Tale. 14. The Boy killd by a Jew for 
singing ♦ Gaude Maria,* an Analogue of the Prioress's Tale. 15. The Paris Beggar- 
boy murderd by a Jew for singing ' Ahna r^demptoris mater!* an Analogue of the 
Frioress's Tale; with a Poem by Lydgate. Edited by F. J. FuraivalL 
- 16. Essays on Chancery his Words afid. Wgrks^ Part III. 7. Chaucer's Prioress, her 
Nun Chaplain and 3 Priests, illustrated from the Paper Survey of St Mary's Abbey, 
Winchester, by F. J. Fumivall. 8. Alliteration in Chaucer, by Dr. Paul Lindner, 
9. Chaucer a Wicliffite ; a critical Examination of the Farsons Tale, by Herr Hugo 
Simon. 10. The sources of the Wife of Bath's Prologue : Chaucer not a borrower 
from John of Salisbury, by the Rev. W. W. WooUconibe. 

17. Supplementary Canterbury Tales : 1. The Tale of Beryn, with a Prologue of 
the merry Adventure of the Pardoner with a Tapster at Canterbury, re-edited from 
the Duke of Northumberland's unique MS, by Fredk. J. Fumivall. Part I, the 
Text, with Wm. Smith's Map of Canterbury in 1588, now first en^ravd from his 
unique MS., and Ogilby's Plan of the Road from London to Canterbury in 1675. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 187S (there was none in 1877) is, 

18. Essays on Chaucer, his Words and Works, Part IV. 11. On hei-e and there 
in Chaucer (his Pronunciation of the two e's), by Dr. R. F. Weymouth ; 12. On a. An 
Original Version of the Knight* s Tale ; /3. the Date (1381) and Personages of the 
Parlawent of Foules ; y, on Anelida and Arcyte, on Lollius, on Chaucer, and Boc- 
caccio, &c., by Dr. John Koch, with a fragment of a later Faiamon and Ersyte from 
the Dublin MS D. 4. 18. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1884 (none in 1879, '80, '81, '82, '83, '86^ js, 

19. Essays on Chaucei^ his Words and Wor/cs, Part V : 13.. Chaucer's Pardoner i his 
character illustrated by documents of his time, by Dr J. J. Jusserand. 14. Why the 
Eomaunt of the Pose is not Chaucer's, by Prof. Skeat, M.A. 15. Chaucer's >i't?/<7)?w?a«, 
and his Barge 'The Maudelayne,' by P. Q. Karkeek, Esq. 16. Chaucer's Parson's 
Tale compared with Frere Lorens's Sommede Vices et de Vet^ttts, by Wilbehn Filers, 
Ph.D., 1882, englisht 1884. 17- On Chaucer's Reputed Works, by T. L. Kington- 
Oliphant, M.A. 

Of the Second Series, the issiie for 1886 is, 

20. Originals and Analogs of the Canterbury Tales. Part IV. Eastern Analogs I, 
by W. A. Clouston. 

21. Life-Pecords of Chaucer^ Part III, a. The Household book of Ii^abella wife of 
Prince Ijionel, third son of Edward III, in which the name of GuoiriiEY Chavci:k 
first occurs; edited from the unique MS in the Brit, Mxis,, by Edward A. Bond, 
LL.D., Chief Librarian, h. Chaucer as Forester of North Petherton, Somerset, 
1390—1400, by Walford D. Selby, Esq. With an Appendix by AValter Rye, Esq., 
on I, Chaucer's Grandfather; II, Chaucer's connection with Lynn and Norfolk. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1887 is, 

22. Originals and Analogs of the Canterbury TaleSj Part V (completing the 
volume). Eastern Analogs, II, by W. A. Clouston. 

23. John Lane's Continuation of Chancer' s Squire* s Tale, edited by F. J. Furni vail 
from the 2 MSS in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, a.T3. 1616, 1630. Part T. 

24. Supplewentary Canterbury Tales: 2, The Tale of Beryn, Part 11. Forewords 
by F. J, Fumivall, 'Notes by F. Vipan, M.A. &c., and Glossary by W. G. Stone ; 
with an Essay on Analogs of the Tale, by W. A. Clouston. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1888 [icrongly marJct A^o. 27 /or 1889) is, 

25. Early English Prommeiation^ with espeaial reference to Shakspere and 
Chaucer, by Alexander J, Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part V, and last. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1889 is, 

26. John Lane's Continuation of Chaucer' s' Squire' s Tale. Part II, with an Essay 
on the Magical Elements in the Squire's Tale, and Analogues, by W. A. Clouston, 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1890 is, 

27. The Chronology ofChancm^'s Writings, by John Koch, Ph.D., Berlin- 
Of the Second Series, the issue for 1891 is, 

•28. Observations on the Language of Chaucer's Troilus (a Study of its MSS, their 
words and forms), by Prof. George Lyman Kittredge, M.A. 
Of the Second Series, the issue for 1892 is, 

29. Essays on Chaucer, his Words and Works, Part VI, by Prof. Cowell, LL.D., 
Alois Brancll, Ph.D., Kev. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., and W. M. Rossetti. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1898 (none in 1898—97) is, 

30. Notes OH the Poadfrom London to Canterbury, ed. H. Littlehales, Esq. 
Of the Second Series, the issues for 1900 aud 1901 (none in 1899) will be, 

31. The Portraits of Geoffrey Chaucer. By M. li. Spielmann. 

32. Life-Pecords of Chaucer, Part IV, Enrolments and Documents from the Pubhc 
Record Office, the City of London Town-Clerk's Otltce, &c., ed. R. E. G.Kirk, Esq. 

33. P. Prat hirait's^ Comment on 2 Tales of Chaucer, ed. by Miss C. Spurgeun. 

34. The Praise of Chaucer, 1400—1900, a Trial-L(.s'f, ed. by Miss C. Spurg^cyn. 
36. Lydgate' s Siege of Thebes, ed. from the MSS by Prof. Axel Erdmann. [ I'cat set. 
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CJiaucer Society's PuhlicatioHs, Other SociHiei. 



Among the Tenets and, Clmncer Ei^sdys, S^-e., preparing for the Society are: — 
. Specimen-Extracts from all the iinprbtted MSS of Chaucer's Trdilus, with an In- 
troductioiL' on the MiSS, Metre and Grammai- of the Poem, by Prof. McCormick, 
M.A.,j)f St. Antow*8. 

ThiJTroilm MS Harh 2392— the only one with Latin sidenotes and glosses — 
edited Dy Prof. McCormick, M.A. 

The Fi'aise of Chaucer from his day to ours, compiled by Dr. Fumivall. 

< A .detaild Comparison of- Chaucer's Xhi'^A^'s TaU with the Teseide of Boccaccio,' 
by Henry Ward, M.A., late of the British Museum. [At Fress, 

Melibeei Prudence, the French Original of Chaucer'B • Tale of Melibe/ edited from 
the MSS by Dr Mary Noyes Colvin. 

Prof. E. Fliigel, Ph.D., is editing The Chaucer Concordance for the Society. 

Sample TaU from all the other MSS of this Canterbury Tales, As many Chaucer 
Students have often wanted to know what kind of text was cpntaind in the MSS 
of the' Canterbury Tales other than the Seven printed by the Chaucer Society — ^the 
Ellesmere, . Hengwrt. Cambridge Gg, Corpus (Oxford), Petworth, Lansdowne, and 
Harleian 7334 — the Director resolvd to get printed a sample Tale from all the ac- 
cessible MSS of the Tales.i He wisht to have The Wife of Bath's Prolog and Tale, 
because they show the most variations, but as Prof. Zupitza, who most kindly 
volunteerd to classify the MSS and edit their sample Tales, objected to the subject 
of the Wife*s Prolog, the Director proposed The Pardoner's Prolog and Tale (which 
apparently showd the next number of changes of reading), and Prof. Zupitza accepted 
this Prolog and Tale. He accordingly cla,ssified all the MSS, and edited the Par- 
doner's Prolog and Tale from 23 of them, in 3 Parts, before his sudden and lamented 
death. The remaining 17 copies of the Tale have been edited by Prof. John Koch, 
who will also edit The Clerk*8 Tale from the 7 MSS. that do not coutaiu The Far^ 
doner's Tale. 

' Lady Cardigan will not allow her Canterbury Tales MS to be seen. 



€atl2 ©ttglisb €tj:i Sotittg. 

Director : Dr F. J. Fuknivall, 3, St George's Square, London, N.W, 
Kon. See, : W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury Park, London, N. 

Founded by Dr Fumivall in 1864 to print in its Original Series all our imprinted 
MS literature ; and in its Extra Seiies to reprint in careful editions all that is most 
valuable of printed MSS and early printed books. The Subscription, which con- 
stitutes Membership, is £1 Is. a year [and £1 Is. additional for the Extra Series], 
due in advance on the 1st of January, and should be paid to the Hon. Sec. 

0tbf ^Ijakspm Soctttg. 

Director : Dr F. J. Furnivall, 3, St George's Square, London, N.W- 
ffon. Sec. :■ P. Z. Round, Esq., General Post Office, London, E.C. 
Founded by Dr Furnivall in 1873 to further the study of Shakspere's works 
chronologically and as a whole, and to print Parallel and other Texts of the Quartos 
and Folio 1. of Shakspere's Plays, and other works illustrating Shakspere's time and 
the History of the Drama. Subscription, which ctonstitutes membership, One Guinea. 

Shakspere QuaHo Facsimiles, issued under Dr Fumivall' s superintendence, by 
Mr W. Griggs and Mr Charles Praetorius, and pnblisht by Mr B. Quaritch, 15, 
Piccadilly, W. The set of 43, at 6«. each ; singly, lOs. 6d, 

Establisht by Dr Furnivall in 1868 to reprint the Roxburghe, Bagford, and other 
collections of Ballads, and to print Ballads from MSS. Subscription for copies in 
demy 8vo, One Guinea a year ; for copies on super-royal ribbed j)aper, Three Guineas, 
Hon. Sec: W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury Park, N. 

Founded by Dr Fumivall in 1882, to print Wyclif's Latin Works. £1 a year. 
Son, Sec. J. W. Standerwick, Esq., General Post Office, London, E.C. 



